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PUBLISHER'S PREFACE. 

Is tliir ritual accurate and the analysig of it fair and 
candid ? is doubtless the question whicb inter^ata the 
reader most. 

That the Sovereign Grand Lodge changed the ritual 
of the Order mainly because of the extensive circuU' 
f ion of our published ritual entitled "' Odd-fellowship 
Illustrated,'* i&- conclusively proved by the statements, 
both verbal and written, of many members of the 
Order, besides admissions in the public prints, which 
announced that the Revised Ritual would be furnished 
to the lodge,=^ and Encampments in January, 18 SL 

Before that date we had propositions to furnLsh the 
new ritual as soon as it was issued* One of these prop- 
ositioDii was accepted with an agreement that ample 
proof of the accuracy of the ritual should accompany 
or follow the C'jpy* 

The signs, grips, passwords, etc., which are known as 
the secret or unwritten work of the Order, were given 
to the lodges and Encampments orally, but all of the 
rest of the ritual was furnished them prhited in what 
are called *' Charge Books/' The three '' Charge 
Books " containing the ritual of the lodge and En- 
campment were furnished us, and every line of the 
ritual was carefully corrected thereby* 

The secret work had been taken down in short- hand, 
and even the description of the signs, grips, etc., is 
given in the very words prescribed by the Sover^i^pg 
Grand J-^^e- 
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As to the fairness and caiidor of the Analysis of the 
ritual, each reader must judge. It seems to us that the 
statements made are all conclusively proved by quota- 
tions from standard and acknowledged authorities, and 
that the conclusions drawn are perfectly logical. Not 
the enemies, but the friends, founders and exponents of 
the Order are cited as witnesses. 

This volume is on the same plan as *^ Freemasonry 
Illustrated" and "Knight Templarism Illustrated," 
which are acknowledged to be the most comprehensive 
and valuable works on the subject in the market. 

In the preface of "Odd-fellowship- Illustrated," first 
issued in 1874, we remarked that " careful observation 
shows that very few honest men care to pay for being 
put through ridiculous boys'-play ceremonies, even with 
solemn charges sandwiched in between, especially if 
they know what they are beforehand/^ We are most 
thoroughly, confirmed in the opinion just quoted. The 
official statistics of the Order quoted on pages 25 and 26 
of this volume show that not only has the growth of 
the Order been stopped, but its membership reduced; 
and we think this is largely due to the wide circuUtion 
of our former ritual of the Order. As the present 
ritual is a great improvement on the other, in that it 
contains most valuable information in reference to the 
origin, history and character of the Order, we are en- 
couraged to hope and pray that its circulation may be 
still more potent, both in keeping men out of the lodge 
and leading others, especially Christians, to see that 
Odd-fellowship is a false religion and therefore utterly 
at variance with the religion of the Bible. 

The Publisher. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

StttAD tbaGod of Tlil^ Vcrltt-^cret Order* tbe MoelerD Form of bit AncKnt 
IdolmtniuB Wcraht^v^^rQ^h i:J&lma fur Odd-felluwalilp Kin with AH Otb«r 
Secret AasacLattaqfi^ ^IpltlutloD lotbe OdU-feUov whut BfuciiicrfttloD l» to tbe 
Cbriatlaa— Wtn-ahlp paid to Dtvlls— Tlie Ancient MyateNt^i— lb« Dcvfrs Cari- 
cature of SalvatloA by CllrlBt— ChrLBtlau 1?jr. Odd -feJ low Joy — Oaa-rolii^WB'MU- 
IcaaluEQ Without CJiriat — How men ean PrACtlctf fellows blp wLtk Df!mciiLA-Tb« 
**Irrcpr«BBLble Conflict" of the Ae^b — Cad worth on I^Dar&nt f Agvoilim u 
Deftl'WorBblp--WreAiliis tbe Scriptarea uidSGri|>tarf:Sjrmbo]ft-^d4*fti]low^ 
Bhlp pramlB^B Beat to tbe SouL^ 

When Satan asked Christ to worship him he asked 
to be recognized as the "god of this world;" for the god 
of its worships is the god of the world- Moaes, Beut 
32;17;and David, Ps- 106:37;aQd Paul, 1 Cor. 10:20; 
and John the Divine, Re r, 9:20 and 16: M, speak famil- 
iarly of false worships as paid to devils, or evil demons. 
These demons are represented, throughout the Scrip- 
tures, as fallen angels and spirits of the wicked dead. 

The deluge of secret orders, Odd-fellowship among 
them, are the modem forms of these old idolatries, 
which sunk the lost nations, from Egypt down* The 
proof of this is abundant. 

In Gmsh^ p, 91, the highest Odd-fellow authority, we 
read: 

" Among all the Mysteries of the Ancients, those 
celebrated at the city of E leu bis , hence called the Eleu- 
siniaiL Mysteries, are beat known. These were copied 
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froTu the Egyptiim. HUtl bore a corres pan deuce to nil 
aimilar iiistituiojid, and hence an account of oiif U, iii 
the UJain, an account of all the ofhers.'' 

On the preceding page (90), Grosh explicitly shows 
these heathen worships to have been counterfeits of 
Bible religion, thus: " What regeneration by the word 
of truth is in religion, initiation is in Odd-fellowship. 
In this, as in many other particulars, our institution 
has instinctively, as it were, copied after nearly all 
secret associations of a religious and moral character. 
In Egypt, the most ancient among the ancient king- 
doms, an institution of this kind existed from the 
earliest period." Again (page 92): '* ' From the earliest 
ages to the present day, there have been similar associ- 
ations, founded upon the same general principles^ with 
similar rites and ceremonies.^ ^' Again, same page: 
'^ These rites and ceremonies were originally of a religious 
character^ oopibd * ♦ prom a divike institittion."( !) 
If the object of this fundamental authority in Odd- 
fellowship (Grosh) had been to declare the secret wor- 
ships to be counterfeits of the religion of the Bible he 
could not have spoken more clearly. And if so, every 
ceremony and prayer in Odd-fellowship is worship paid 
to devils. 

. But he is more explicit still. Thus (page 91): " ' It 
was a leading characteristic of all the ancient rites, 
that they began in sorrow and gloom, but ended in light 
and joy; they were all calculated to remind men of 
their weakness, their ignorance, their helplessness, and 
their sinfulness of character; * * and the rising of the 
just to life eternal and immortal. " ( !) If this language 
does not describe a counterfeit repentance and soul-sorrow 
for sin, leading to " the joys of salvation," then it is 
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impossible for words to describe such counterfeit. 

The learned Scotch Presbyterian Macknight, in his 
" Preface to the Eptiesians," collects from Bishop War- 
burton and old Roman and Greek writers the same ac- 
count of these old mysteries given by the Odd-fellow 
Grosh. The following are extracts from Macknight: 

*' Each of the heathen gods, beside the worship paid 
to him in public, had a secret worship to which none 
were admitted but those who were prepared by previous 
ceremonies;^' that is, each pagan shrine or temple was 
a lodge. These worships were paid, in Egypt, to Isis 
and Osiris; in Asia, to Mithras; in Samothrace, to the 
Mother of the gods; in Boeotia,to Bacchus; in Cyprus, 
to Venus; in Crete, to Jupiter; in Athens, to Ceres and 
Proserpine; and in other places, to an incredible num- 
ber. "For," as Zozimus tells us, *'These.most holy rites 
were so extensive as to take in the whole race of man- 
kind." 

Another old writer, Proclus, describing these myster- 
ies gives, as will be seen in this volume, an exact de- 
scription of the rites of Odd-fellowship. Thus: "In 
the most holy mysteries there is a terror diffused into 
the minds of the initiated." And, " In the lesser mys- 
teries matters were so contrived that the person to be 
initiated, at his entrance, was filled with inexpressible 
horror." And, " It seems, darkness was dispelled by 
the sudden flashing of light," etc. 

Thus the Freemason is horrified by being led, stripped 
and blindfolded, by a rope about his neck, till knocked 
down as Hiram Abiff. The Odd-fellow is led blindfold 
in chains, the hoodwink is dropped, and he confronted 
with a grinning human skeleton. The same terrorism is 
practiced by oibpjr scenic methods in the Mormon En- 
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dowmeotHousef and the same ^ffacts are produced in a 
small way in every little temperance lodge, by the 
night-mystery and mock solemn lectures and obliga- 
tions. 

Thus saya Odd-fellow Grosh; '^ All the ancient ritca 
began in sorrow and gloom, but ended in light and 
jby^ This is the devH s caricature of saltation by 
Christ through repentance and faith: leading through 
sorrow for sin to *'joy in the Holy GhosV^ Indeed, this 
is that '' Divine institution " which Grosh says Odd- 
fellowship was '^copied from" (page 92). And in its 
nature and effects it resembles salvation as whoredom 
resembles marriage — one leading to hell, the other to 
heaven. Hence idolatry is branded as soul-adultery 
throughout the Bible. Christ is the bridegroom in the 
Scriptures, the devil in the lodge. Christians, in wor- 
ship, are sanctified by the Holy Ghost; lodge-men are 
mesmerized by demons. 

Both systems lead through sorrow to joy — Christ's to 
*'joy unspeakable and full of glory '^'^ (1 Pet. 1: 8); the 
lodge's to the joy of a frolic. The Hebrews, on the 
great day of Atonement, " afflicted their souls," while 
Christ was offered in symbol to cleanse them from their 
sins "before the Lord" (Lev. 16:29); and they were led 
to "rejoice in the Lord" and "joy in the God of their 
salvation" (Hab. 3:13), while idolatrous Hebrews were 
led to an Odd-fellows' dance around a golden calf. 
Christian joy is holy and therefore eternal: lodge joy is 
jollification and therefore empty and evanescent. The 
Christian sings: 

"And every power find ftweet employ 
In tbat eternal world of Jof.'*— ITa^**. 

The Odd-fellow sings; | 
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**0, wbat plcaiun^ 'tta to meet 

Any who will patiently consult these quoted authori- 
ties will find proof abundant and superabundant that 
Odd'fellowship ia part and parcel of the false worships de- 
vised by Satan to mislead men, by turning them, through 
worship of himself, from finding tbeir way to Ood through 
Christ; that initiation is counterfeit regeneration; and 
Satanic mesmerism, of sanctification by the Holy Ghost. 

And, like Christianity, the lodge proceeds from par- 
ticulars to generals ; from false salvation of persons to 
a false millennium for the race. Grosh, amid a multi- 
tude of like promises of an Odd-fellows^ millennium 
without Christ, on page 141 says, if men should become 
imbued with the piinciplea of the Fourth Degree, 
" happier families and more loving nations would ban- 
ish clashing interests, discordant feelings, hoary preju- 
dices and wrongs from our earth, and make the world 
a Paradise." 

And this '^ Fatherhood of God and Brotherhood of 
Man'* ia to be produced by Odd-feilowship,^ — a society 
whose name is a burlesque ^ whose origin a dramshop; 
its ritual devil wor^^hip, and its membership open only 
to '" free white maloa of 21 years ,^' excluding, by book, 
** Chinese, Polynesians, Indians, half-breeds and mixed 
bloods" (Donaldson, page 321)^ and shutting out all 
women into a contemptible Rcbekab's Degree! A uni- 
versal brotherhood and millennium ezctudiog at least 
nineteen-twentietbs of mankind! 

But as the thousands of Odd-fellows are our neigh- 
bora and enlightened Americans, how can it be, one 
i\^kii, that they practice that ^^fBli^wship with demls^'''* 
wM^h fan! deiioiincea ^1 (Jor, ly ^ 20), ai^d which luw 
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nniTeraally cursed and degraded manJdiidP The an- 

Bwer is: Satati^ the god of thia world charms themi m 
other serpents charm their victims. But if these secret 
orders are Gentile worships paid to demons, why have 
not good men fonnd it out long since and warned their 
fellow-men of the horrible fact? 

The answer is; the Bible is replete with warnings, as 
also the writiags of eminent Christian scholars, down 
to the present Siiddueean age of materialistic unbelief. 

Take the following extended extracts from Cad worth ^h 
*^ True Intellectual System of the Universe,^^ published 
tirst in London, 16TS^ and again issued at Andover, Mas- 
sachusetts, in 1837, with repeated intervening editions, 
thus endorsed hy the piety and learning of Europe and 
America for more than a century and a half. This 
great and learned writer says: 

*^ There is a perpetual warfare betwixt two polities or 
kingdoms in the world; the one of light, the other of 
darkness: and our Savior, Christ, is appointed head or 
Chieftain of the heavenly militia, or the forces of the 
kingdom of light. There will b^, at length, a palpable 
and signal overthrow of the Satanical power and the 
whole kingdom of darkness." — Trus Intellectual Sys- 
tem of the Universe^ Vol. i, p. 263. 

This leadership of Christ against Satan runs through 
the whole Bible. Thus, in the Garden, he appears as the 
'^serpent-bruiser to come;" in Moses, as the Paschal 
Lamb, whose blood shelters and saves; in Joshua, as 
"Captain of the Lord's host;" in the prophets, as the 
suffering Conqueror; in the Gospels, as " the Son of 
God;" in the Acts and Epistles, as the one Mediator 
and only " way '' to God; and in the Apocalypse he ap- 
pear^ " the L^rob in tl^e iiuds^ of the tlirone," '' ^]tm 
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from the foundation of the world;" and the Drama of 
Time closes with " the battle of God Almighty," be- 
t,ween the hosts of Satan and of Christ. 

Such was t^e universal belief of Christians before 
Satan had chloroformed the churches by false worships. 
It is still the belief of honest receivers of the Bible. 

In the fourth chapter of his wonderful book, Cud- 
worth teaches — 

"That the pagans were devil worshipers, not as 
though they intended all their worship to evil demons 
or devils as such, but because their polytheism and 
idolatry, unacceptable to God and good spirits, was 
promotpd by evil spirits; that others besides pagans 
worshiped devils, as proved by their bloody and obscene 
rites and mysteries, especially man-sacrifices, which the 
God of Israel neither required nor accepted; and that 
their religion, unsound in its foundation, was more 
corrupted and depraved by four things, viz.: The igno^ 
ranee and superstition of the vulgar; licentious figments 
of poets and fable-mongers; the craft of priests and 
politicises, and lastly the imposture of demons or 
devils." 

Now pages might be filled with quotations from Ma- 
sonic and Odd-fellowship authorities declaring the 
identity of their orders with those ancient mysteries 
condemned by Pa** as too vile for description. Their 
identity •oaRskts in their human origin, their deception, 
their lying leg««ds and high-sounding profession»». 

They infest Ohristian lands to find members who 
" have visible means of support," and so can pay "dues," 
yet boast universal fellowship with heathen tribes who 
have no **' visible means of support;" and the legion of 
t^nperance and other inferior orders needs no proof of 
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closeuesft of their imitatiou, and their swindling and 
imposing on mankind in the name of one popular vir- 
tue and another. 

And they light on the Christian Scriptures as night' 
bugs on green trees, devouring their leaves and robbing 
them of their glory. They appropriate everything in 
the Bible but Christ, who is the substance of the Book, 
They seize on the Scripture narratives, symbols and 
morals (cutting out the name of Christ where it occurs), 
to give dignity to their frivolity and vulgarity and cover 
their robbery of the money and religion of the people, 
as pirates run up the flags of the vessels which they 
board, rob and scuttle. These accursed pests have 
scuttled nations, from Egypt down. 

Turn over their M^^nuals and look at their pictures, 
The Holy (metallic) Bible; the mimic Ark of the Cove- 
nant; the Brazen Serpent, representing Christ's sin- 
offering, whom they cast from their prayers; the Stone 
Tables of the Law; the Dove of the retiring deluge, 
and the rainbow-pledge that it is not to return. What 
aa'e these but emblems filched from the Bible to give 
seeming sanctity to an opposition religion, and cover 
the corruption of a mutual aid society which takes three 
dollars in dues and pays back one in benefits! (See 
Sovereign Grand Lodge Rep,^ 18S0.) 

This might be borne, or charged to the account cur- 
rent of human folly, but that Odd- fellowship, as the 
following pages will show, is part of a conspiracy to 
Bubvert the true religion and destroy our race, promis- 
ing men " refit fo their souW by the Royal Purple De- 
gree, and all the benefits of Christ's peaceful reign, 
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while injecting Christ hiiu^eir." ( Ses Grosh, page 285 
and piig^ii U5, 292^), 

This book is intended as a complete remedy for Odd- 
fellowahip, as *' Freemasonrj^ Illustrated'' is? ibr that 
order- Its ritual is given with the latest changes made 
by the Sovereign Grand Lodge in 1880 to defeat former 
exposures of its secrets, confirmed by its own authority 
in the notes, and its nature dissected by a thorough 
aJialyBis. 



CHAPTER L 

*'The institution of Odd-fellowship originated iu 
Manchester, England, in 1812, although isolated lodges 
existed in varioas parts of the country for some time 
preTiously- * * * On ita institutioa iu Manchester 
[Englandjt the main purpose of Odd-fellowship waH 
declared by its laws to be to render assistance to every 
brother whcx may apply, through sickness, distresg or 
otherwise, if he be well attached to the Queen and gov- 
ernment and faithful to the order/' — Chainbers' Ency- 
clopedia^ Art. Oddfellows. 

Odd-fellowship was organized in North America in 
1819. 

'* Thos* Wildey and four others organized Washing- 
ton Lodge No. 1, in Baltimore, Maryland, April 26, 
1819, to work according to the usages of the London or 
Union order* A lodge was organized in Boston March 
26, 1820, and one in Philadelphia December 26, 1821, 
both of which received grand charters from Baltimore 
in June, 1823, At the same time a grand charter was 
granted to the Past Grands in New York.'" — American 
Eficyclop&dia^ Art Odd-fellowship, 

Some writers ha^e claimed great antiquity for Odd- 
fellowBhip. Of this claim Re^. A. B, Grosh, a Past 
Grand and Past Chief Patriarch, states that well-mean- 
ing members of the order, *' confounding principles with 
the institutions embodying them, have claimed actual 
antiquity for both/' * * * That '' the greatest ex- 
ertion of tradition was to make our great fore&iliert 
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Adam, the founder of the order,'* • * • « Grand 
Sire Wildey, during his risit fco England in 1826, pro- 
cured from one of the lodges there an emblem repre- 
senting Adam laying the foundation stone of the order, 
which emblem he presented ta the Grand Lodge of the 
United States." — Qrosh's Manual^ pp. 17^ 18. 

Odd-fellowship made very little progress during the 
first ten years of its history. '* It^t founder and mem- 
bers were comparatively obscure men, Ita name excit- 
ed prejudices which their convivial practices confirmed 
and thus obscured its merits from the more strict and 
respectable class of humane men." — Orosh^s Manual, 
p. 29. 

Like Freemasonry and kindred secret orders, Odd- 
fellowship requires belief in a deity, and has, in connec- 
tion with its ritual, religious ceremonies and prayers, 
and has also a prescribed burial service. On this point 
the history of the order is interesting. Its enthusiastic 
votary and historian states that — 

" The order as founded by Brother Wildey was sim- 
ply a humane institution — its main objects were to re- 
lieve the brethren, bury the dead and care for the widow 
and orphan. But gradually," he continues, "there 
was infused into its lectures and charges much moral 
and (unsectarian) religious instruction; and at each 
revision these principles were increased, and deepened 
and strengthened, until its beneficial and relief meas- 
ures, from being ends, have become means to a higher 
and greater end — to improve and elevate the character 
of man; to imbue him with conceptions of his-capabil- 
ity for good; to enlighten his mind; to enlarge the 
sphere of his aflfections, and thus to lead him to the 
cultivation of the true fraternal relations designed by 



mBTOBIOAX SEET0H. 93 

the Great Author of his being! Brother Wildey 
planted tha seed and cultivated the tree. It bore fruit 
richer and better than he had anticipated. * He builded 
better than he knew/ But m Founder and Architect 
he dwelt in the temple which he had reared for more 
limited objects. His cherished aims and detaihi were 
all retained, but directed beyond the merely social and 
physical to the moral and spiritual — to lift its members 
up to their proper position — to hold man to a strict 
standard of diity^to impress him with the value of 
character among his fellow?, and lead him to a true ap- 
preciation o£ his whole duty, whether to God, himself, 
or to his brother man." — Givsh's Manual^ p. 34, 

Odd-fellows exclude from their order all women, the 
totally deaf, dumb and blind, men with chronic diseases 
(ijay consumption), aa infirmity which may prevent a 
man's gaining a livelihood, Indians, half-breeds, ne- 
groes, Chinese, Polynesians — all races and colors except 
the pure white Caucasian are excluded from member- 
ship in the order, (See White's Diji^est Laws, etc., of 
the Bight Worshipful Grand Lodge L 0. 0. F. of the 
United States, sections 1101, 195, 1097, 1099, 1090). 
Thirty or forty dollars is the customary price of 
toitiation. Three black balls exclude a candidate, 

"' The Grand Lodge of the Uuited States, organized 
January 15, 1825, held its first annual communication 
February 22d following, but immediately adjourned to 
March 30th following, when its officers were in?j tailed 
*md reports received showing four grand and nine sub- 
ordinate lodges izi c-osnection.'' — Grosh'sManval^ p.35, 

Until 1829, degrees were conf^rr^'d in the lodge-room 
on Sundays. (See Grosh'e Manual, p> 3S^ 
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la 1843 the Qrand Lodge of the United States unnn^ 
imously severed its connection with the Manchester 
Unity, and, says Eev, A- B, Grosh, "in view of the fact 
that the Unity had altered the ancient landmarks, vio- 
lated the principles and changed the work of the order, 
and attempted to invade oar chartered rights, the Grand 
Lodge of the United States declared itself the only 
fountain and depository of Independent Odd-fellow- 
ship on the globe," 

*'Th6 Manchester Unity, in accordance with its fre- 
'quent threats, sub^sequently attempted to establish 
lodges in this country, hut failed. Our National Grand 
Lodge attempted establishing lodges in Great Britain, 
but failed ako.'" — GmsJt's Manual, jp. 40. 

In 1844 five Past Grand officers revised the entire 
ritual of Odd-fellowship. 

la 1843 or 1844 a movement commenced to change 
the basis of representation in Grand Lodges and Grand 
Encampmeuts, which representation had become very 
unwieldy, 

*^ The election of griind officers being held only in 
grand bocliijs, fiHW beside the nearest resident Past 
Grands and Past Chief Patriarchs could participate 
therein. All this centralization of absolute power be- 
came more and more grievona as the order increased, 
until a general demand was mode for a limited repre- 
Bentation by auBual elections in the subordinate, and 
for the election of grand officers by voting in the sub- 
ordinates. Such a great change was naturally resisted 
as an invasion of * vested rights,* and dangerous to the 
at ability of the institution,"— GVosA's Manual^ p, 42. 

i\oml847to 1851 the agitation of this question 



\y to divide the brotherhocHl. At len^thi however, a 
mtisfactoiy adjustment of difficulties was muda. 

In 1851 Schuyler Colfax, of Indiana, " reported the 
' Degree of Rebecca ' for the wives of Scarlet Degree 
tnembera." — Grodh^s Manual^ p, 44, 

In 1852 the*' London order of Odd-fellows *' (Eng- 
land), numbering 233,000 members, proposed a union 
with the order in America, vrhich was declined. 

In 1853, Grand Lodges of Odd-fellows existed in. ^l 
ihe States and some of the Territories* 

Tha annual celebration of the anniversary of Odd* 
fellowship (April 26, 1819) commenced in 1859< 

In 1863 the order ^as prospering in the Sandwich 
Islands and '* in danger of dying out ^* in Vermont, 

In 1867 the Grand Lodge of the United Slates de- 
cidedly refused to make alterations in its ritual or secret 
work, 

Grosh claims that Odd-fellowship has "moulded into 
a kindred likeness of benevolence not a few institutions 
nearly as powerful for good as itself,"— Gro^A's Man- 
ual^ p, 49^ 

During the Centennial year, 1876, the Grand Lodge 
met in Philadelphia. From the statistics there report- 
ed we quote the following; 

Number Grand Lodged .48 

Number Subordinate Lodges , , .»..*... 6395 

Number Grand Encampments - , . > , -39 

Number Subordinate Encampments ....•- 1756 

Number Lodge Members 454,689 

Number Encampment Members , 87,450 

Total Relief , . .^ ,111,698,868,92 

Total Revenue, .HiJ14,241.70 

Prom report of Grand Sire M, J. Durham, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. G. L. U. S. Proceedings (1876), p, 674a 
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September 20, 1880, the Grand Lodge met at Toronto, 
Canada, and changed its title to the '' Sovereign Grand 
Lodge " as the body had juriadiction over Switzerland, 
British Columbia, Chili, and the Lower Province b of 
British North America^ Ontario and Quebec. 

On page 8209 of the published proceedings, the Grand 
Sire gives the following statistics lor 1879: 

Number Grand Lodges - 50 

Number Subordinate Lodges - 6,9T5 

Number Subordinate Encampments 1842 

N umber Lodge Member:^ 440,783 

Number Encampment Members . . . ; 7^,511 

Total Revenue |4,391,215,S5 

It would be a serious error to add together the number 
of lodge and encampment members, for prob:ibly fully 
nine-tenths of the encampment members hold lodge 
membership also, and are included in the lodge statistics. 

It will be observed that in the space of four years 
this order has lost 13,906 lodge members and 7,939 en- 
campment members. 

Some of the ^' general correspondence " connected 
with reports from Grand Lodges is interesting. On 
page 8,228, the report from Iowa gives 10 new lodges, 
two '* reel aimed" and one ''surrendered,^' with a net 
loss in membership of 122. On same page Kentncky 
reports two new lodges and six ^surrendered, w^ith a loss 
of 250 in membership during the year. On page 8,^83, 
Ohio reports a loss of 1,030 lodge members and 240 
encampment members, and Ontario of 163 lodge mem- 
bers. On page 8,234, Pennsylvania reports a loss of 
3,749 lodge members and 1,434 encampment members. 
On the same page Rhode Island reports a loss of 213 
lodge members. None of the States show large gains, 
and on page 8.236 L* B. Hills, Grand Secretary and 
Grand Scribe of Wisconsin, says; *^I regret to say that 
our encampments are in a chronic decliae/^ 
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During tlie Anti-masonic excitement whict followed 
tlie abduction and murder of Captain William Morgan, 
Odd-fellowship properly suffered with Freemasonry, 
"In Massachusetts the order died away. In Rhode 
Island ♦ ♦ * it took no root. In New York all 
growth was stopped. Almost everywhere the excite- 
ment lessened the numbers or prevented increase." — 
Grosh's Manual^ jpp 36^ 37. 

In 1868 the National Christian Association, opposed 
to all organized secret societies, was formed in Pitts- 
burgh, Pennsylvania, and in the name and strength of 
the triune God lifted up the standard of supreme love 
to God and equal love to man, in opposition to these 
secret, counterfeit brotherhoods. Soon afterward this 
Association began the publication of a semi-monthly 
paper, the Christian Cynosure^ which later became 
weekly. Additions now began to be frequently made 
to the scanty library of anti-secret literature. In 1874 
a correct exposition of the ritual of Odd-fellowship was 
published. There was a good demand for the book and 
overwhelming proof as to its authenticity was from 
time to time received from members of the order. In 
18S0 this work had reached its tenth edition of 2,000 
volumes each. Some colored men, among others, ob- 
tained the book, organized lodges, and took out a char- 
ter for a Grand Lodge of I. 0. 0. F. A. D. (The Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd-fellows of African Descent). 

The Grand Secretary of this brotherhood wrote to 
Ezra A. Cook, under date of January 31, IbSl , as fol- 
lows: 

"Dear iS/r— Having obtained a few copies of your 
Odd-fellowship Illustrated, Exposition of all the Degrees 
of the Lodge and Encampment, and the Rebekah or 
Xadid9^ Degree, eighth edition^ revised^ about two yeats 
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ago, fifteen of us, who at that time had just mthdrawn 
from the Manchester TJnity, on receiving your hooks at 

, opened a lodge in , and called it ^ Key of the 

West/ • ♦ • ^e tried the work and found that 
quite a numher of Odd-fellows recognized the work as 
being genuine* * * * \Ye then sought admission 
into a legally organized lodge, but we being men of 
African descent (negroes) could not be admitted- 
Then we formed a Grand Lodge and sent a petition to 
Springfield and were incorporated/^ * * * 

One may readily ^ee many reasons why any prosper- 
ous institution would dislike to make frequent changes. 
The unanimous vote of the Grand Lodge in 1867 
against alterations in the ritual, as well as the following 
from their laws, shows Odd-fellowship to be no excep- 
tion to this general rule. 

Section 35 of the laws of Odd-fellowship is as fol- 
lows: 

''The unwritten work of the order shall in nowiae 
be altered or amended, escept by a unanimous vote of 
this Grand Lodge; nor shall the written work of the 
order be in aiiywise altered or amended, except with the 
concurrence of four*fif ths of the members of this Grand 
hoilgB:'— Whites Difjest Laws, eh\, K W. G. i< U, S, 

In September, 1880, the Sovereign Grand Lodge of the 
world met in Toronto, Canada, and altered its secret 
ritual and wiitten work, and adopted the following res^ 
olutions: 

'^ Resolved , That the revised Initiatory, Degree and 
Encampment work, as adopted at this session, shall go 
into operation on the first day of January, 18SL tind 
from the time it takes effect be the only lawful w^ork, 
and any other or different work, deelai^ed illegal and 
Toid. 
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** Resolved^ That Grand Secretaries and Grand Scribes 
in the distribution of tne revised work be charged 
with the collection of the Charge-books containing the 
old workf and that said officers he anthorized and direct- 
ed to bum or destroy the same and make report of the 
result to the Sovereign Grand Lodge/' 

From the foregoing sketch of Odd-fellowship, the 
facts of which have been taken from writers approved 
by the highest authority of the order, we learn that the 
order is of English origin. That it was formed by 
humble, improvident laborers for the relief of those 
whom their own prodigality combined with the 
crushing burdens imposed on laborers by the aris- 
tocracy of a dissipated, semi-despotic govern men t, 
left in a destitute condition. That after being 
imported to America it gradually assumed m its 
chief work the divine task of leading man *' to a true 
appreciation of his whole duty, whether to God, him- 
self, or to his brother man." (Grosh^s Manual, p. 35), 
That the order puts beyond the reach of its charities, 
remarkable instructions and other privileges, all who 
are in apparent danger of needing charitable assistance. 
That although only about sisty-two years old it has 
several times altered its sA-called secret ritual, and uses 
great care to prevent those which it excludes from it^ 
temporal and financial benefits from enjoying its moral 
and spiritual admonitions, lectures and advantages also. 

Odd-fellowship during the last fifty years has become 
strong numerically and financially, but if it is founded 
npon the aand, *^ great will he the fall of it*" 



CHAPTER II. 

CHARACTEB OF ODD-FELLOWSHIP. 

The main objecb of English Odd-fellowship seems 
fn»m its own history to have been conviviality and 
sensniil gratifLcation.^ 

Its founder in America seems to have had a little 
higher aim. and these convivial proclivities being ex- 
cluded, his professed object was to develop the humane 
traits of caring for the sick, the widow and the orphan. 
While intoxicating beverages are forbidden in the 
lodge-room, much to the credit of the order, Odi-fel- 
lowsliip is far from being a temperance organization, or 
even an aid to the temperance cause. Though wine, 
beer and whiskey ma)' not be served in the lodge 
(though a flask of liquor from some intemperate mem- 
ber's pocket is occasionally passed round in committee- 
room), at the close of each meeting it is a general cus- 
tom for members to adjourn to saloons; and Grosh's 
description of an early meeting of the order gives us a 
fair picture of such a saloon gathering of the Odd-fel- 
lows of to-day* He says: 

'* The beer-mug, the pipe and the toast circulated 
freely, as the song and jest excited their mirth and 
hilarity, until by frequent repetition,calling for increased 
indulgence, it is no wonder that the noble objects of 
their meetings were too frequently made secondary to 
mere sensual gratifications." — GrosKs Manual^ p, 23. 

A Christian gentleman of this city tells us that be- 
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fore his coBTersion he attended the meetings of tbe 
order; and his lodge, which was and is one of the aristo- 
cratic lodges of Chicago, after adjournment used to go 
to a saloon and there indulge iu smoking, drinking, 
card-playing, jesting and filthy conversation, the mem- 
bers often entertaining each other by rehearsing the 
false stories about important lodge work, etc., which 
they were accustomed to tell their wives in order to ac- 
count for not returning home until one or two o^clock 
in the morning following lodge night. 

The ninth section of the United States Constitution 
contains the following clause: '* No title of nobility 
shall be granted by the United States." This clause 
was not inserted without good reason, and Odd-fellow- 
ship by educating half a million American voters to 
use and love such titles shows itself an enemy of Amer- 
ican civilization. It calls, its collective bodies Orand 
Lodge, Supreme Grand Lodge, Grand Encampment, etc., 
and the ofiScers, even of the subordinate lodge, assume 
the titles of Noble Grand, Past Grand and Vice Grand, 
and in the Encampment we have a Chief Patriarch, 
High Priest, etc. The ordinary history in some parts 
is so interlarded with grandiloquent titles as to nauseate 
a refined and sensitive taste. 

A comparison of some of the pompons assertions of 
this order with certain of its laws, rules, etc., shows its 
character to be hypocritical and false. 

On page 99 of Grosh's Manual it is stated that " Odd- 
fellowship is a miniature representation among a chosen 
few of that fraternity which God has instituted among 
men. Few as are those who would represent it, the 
great principle is wiVlo rr.ough for all. On iho broad 
platform of brotherhood all nations, parties and sects 
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tan meet and freely miugle ia ofiBce> nf needed Irind' 
ness and mottial welMoing, Fraternity, therefore, is 
the comer-fitone on which our forefathers based our 
order. Eraternity in the family of mankind illustrated 
in our family, the lodge and the order. As all men have 
God for their father, all are brethren." 

With the above or similar statements which abound 
in Grosh^fl Manual, compare sections 195, 1090, 1097 
and 1101 of White's Digest of Laws, Decisions, etc. 

These and others shov^r that Odd-fellowship, the so- 
called illustration of the fraternity of mankind, ex- 
cludes from its fellowship the defenseless, the poor, the 
weak and afflicted: 

1st. All women. 

2d. All colored men, Polynesians, negroes, Chinese, 
Indians and half -^b reeds — all persons except free white 
Caucasian males; and of these it excludes 

3d. All afflicted with chronic diseases, such as con- 
sumption; also the deaf, dumb and blind. 

4th. All others who, on account of poverty, are 
unable to pay their dues, or on account of three 
L'nemies in the lodge are unable to secure a clear 
ballot. 

While persons who have to struggle against the dis- 
advantages of an unpopular color, inlirmity, disease or 
poverty need, if there is to be any discdniination, the 
favorable consideration of the strong, it is evident that 
Odd-fellowship is a menace against that fnudamental 
principle of our civil government that all men are 
created free and equal. 

The professed benevolence of the order is thus seen 
to be a sham and pretense. At best it is bnt a mutual 
maurance society, and a fourth-cla^a one at that, foif 
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jnnch more is expended on regalia and oiher lodge ex- 
penses than is paid out in " benefits*'* 

The attempted defenwe of such a waste of money is 
on a par with the most popular line of defense of the 
liquor traffic, as the following quotation shows; 

'^ The cost of our decorations has been employed in 
giving needed labor (and by that labor honorable sub* 
Biatence) to hundreds and thousands of industrious men, 
women and children* So far, then, it has not been 
expended in vain<" — Grosk^s Manual, p, 56. 

it is thus admitted that thousands are employed in 
the manufacture of the emblems, jewels and regalia in 
which Odd-fellows deck themselves in the name of 
benevolence. 

As to the valuable educational infiuence of these 
trinkets, gewgaws and '* hor&e collars," let ns hear the 
testimony of Mr. Grosh: 

"When the humble and grateful Mary (Mark 14: 
3-9, and John 12; 3-8) took a pound of spikenard, vmftf 
costltft and anointed the bead and feet of Jesua^ there 
was complaint that the expensive article had not been 
Bold for the benefit of the poor. But Jesus declared 
that the act had a utility worthy of its cost^ and remind- 
ed them that the poor could be remembered at any 
other time and in some other manner. So, if our re- 
galia and emblems tend to increase our benevolence 
and stimulate us to greater activity in well-doing, then 
is their manufacture no idle work, their cost no useless 
e^peEse. The food or raiment that money would have 
purchased would, in a few months, have been consumed 
or worn out." — Grosh'' s Manual, p, 56. 

To compare the waste of money for lodge regalia and 
cheap jewelry with the loving tribute of a forgiven 
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sinner for her Divine Savior, is little short of blasphe- 
mous, and the attempt to prove that the caltivation of 
a love for gaudy display tends to increased benevolence 
will certainly amuse if it does not disgust every candid 
person. 

That there is no benevolence in the payment of the 
benefits of the order is further shown by two brief quota- 
tions from pa{/eG4 of Grosh's Mmuml: "That we require 
the poorest applicant to contribute as much as the wealtlv- 
iest, is true/' " We pay the rich member , when sick, 
the same amount per week that we pay to our poorer 
brethren." This ought to forever settle the question 
of the " benevolence " of the order. 

Odd-fellowship not only maintains a most clannish 
and partial brotherhood of selfishnefis, but encourages 
hypocrisy. On ptujp 97 of GroslCs^ Manual^ we read: 
*"■■ The world miiy mov^c in a vain show, each ninn striv- 
ing to disguise himself from others, often even from 
liimself, but in our lodge-room we expect brethren to 
lay aside the deceitful mask, and look each other 
lovingly in the eyes, knowing and known of each other 
as they are.^' 

A devilV brotherhood indeed ! Such a morality would 
befit a gang of thieves. "^ Lay aside the deceitful 
mask " when you are with the gang, your brethren, is 
the teaching of this *^ noble order/' 

But the crowning objection to thii^ order, and the oni. 
Iieaide which all others pale into insignificance, is the 
fact that 

OOD-FELLOWSHIP IS A CHRiSTLESS KELTGIOX. 

In Grosh's Manual, page 181, is found ii Christies* 
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pfftjer, and on the previous page the following explan- 
atory note, which we copy in full, italicizing the same 
words that are ifaliciz^d in the Manual, and which show 
the evident inteiitioii io *ixclude Chrij^t. 

The note is as fbllows: 

'' Adopted by the Grand Lodge of the United States, 
to exclude prayers oflfejisive tn members of the order in 
many of our lodges. It alwo ordered that on all 
occasions of the order, 'the satne spirif as observed in 
the foregoing, shall be strictly followed by the officiat- 
ing clergyman or chaplain/ " 

*' It 13 desirable and eminently proper that all lodges 
should open and close with prayer. Each subordinate 
may determine for itself upon opening and closing its 
session with prayer, and may determine upon the rorm 
to be used:'— Digest 0. L. U. S., p. 123, 

On this point vre have the nio?^t unequivocal declara- 
tions. On page 90 of G rash's Manual^ we read: '* What 
regeneration by the word of truth is in religion, initia- 
tion is in Odd-fellowship." On page 98 , same book, we 
read: '* May ynur initiation and con frequent practice aid 
in releasing you from all blindness of moral vision, set 
you free from the fetters of ignorance and error, and 
bring you from a death in selfishness into a life of active 
benevolence and virtue," 

It is doubtless true that very few Odd-fellows realize 
fully this Christless yet professedly soul-saving charac- 
ter of the order, for it does not carry on an open war 
against Christianity. On this point we quote from 
page 174 of a valuable work by Rev. J. H. Brockman, 
entitled, Odd-fellowship Judged by its Own Utterances: 

" The lodge also suffers no new-comers to look into 
its secret designs and plans, but uses them, unconscious 
to themselves, as tools, and only by degrees instils its 
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false doetrmes into them. Their eyes are darkened; 
tbey are graduallj, without obsemng: it, turned off 
from the word of God and the church, become more 
indifferent to the preachings and the sucrainenta; the ^ 
panegyrics and boasting of the manv good works are 
sweet music tu the natural heart, and the doctrine of 
being made good by our own virtues pleases more than 
repentance and faith, and so they are gradually, without 
knowing it, converted to the doctrine of the order. The 
forbidden communion with unbelievers exercises a 
fearful influence, and that is the reason why so few who 
have joiaed with the intention of investigating the 
subject, come to a perception of the false doctrines and 
withdraw from the lodge." 

Though the entire ritual, signs, grips, passwords and 
other secrets of the order are published to tlie world, 

ODD-FELLOWSHIP IS A SECRIT ORDEE. 

The work of the order is done in a guarded lodge- 
room, and no "" book Odd-fellow," if an honorable man, 
will enter an Odd-fellows' lodge pretending that he has 
paid his fees and is a loyal member of the order. 

It is also true that no real Christian, having seen the 
true character of the order, can innocently remain a 
member; nor, having seen its anti-Christian character, 
can he innocently refuse to lift a warning voice against 
the institution, notwithstanding the fact that former 
lodge brethren will denounce him and endeavor to in- 
jure his character for so doing. While good men differ 
as to the duty of disclosing the so-called secret work 
or ritual of the order, the Word of God seems plain. 
It is doubtless safe to assume that no Christian knowing 
the obligations and teachings of the order would ever 
join, and therefore such ignorantly fall into sin. Indeed 
it is dear from Leviticus 5: 4, 6, that even if the lodge 
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obligation proved to be only a promise to do good, guilt 
would be incurred and confession must follow. 

He must help fulfill the declaration of Christ, *' There 
is nothing hidden that Bhall not be revealed." He 
must show others the character of the order, and he can 
not do this fully without forever renouncing his lodge 
allegiance and revealing the secrets of the institution. 

A clear-minded, wise student of the history and 
character of Odd-fellowship will see that the only hope 
for the real and permanent change of the order from 
Deism to Christianity ia, first, to receive Christ as the 
only Redeemer from sin of every kind and the source of 
all real friendship, love and truth. By thus letting m 
the ^' light of the world '' all its organized secret ways 
vrill be abolished. Ita claunishness, putting men into 
layers, each upper one pledged to concealment from dl 
below, will be changed. Its grand titles will vanish. 
Its eielnsion of all except ^'free white males" will 
cea^e. Supreme love to God and equal love to man will 
change the name and nature of this foe of the home, of 
oar simple and aubUme American principles, and the 
pure Christian church, into a Sabbath-keeping, Bible* 
obeying Christianity. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Initiatory Degree,* 

OFKNUtfG CEREMOXIES4, 

Tbe loUowtng are the ct^TEHMiul^a tLiid rituei) preBcrlbed by Uie Sovertlgrt 
GfHuJ Lodge I. O, O* F » BefisloD of iBHOj at TorunUn Caaadu, fL% (nftctt(U^ nt 
ifie Jifiii se^smi qf tM StJfitereign Grand Jjodt/e. 

Noble Grand {ou^r^.-^) — Oflicersj take your respoctive 
etitions; Guard! an e, secure the doors. 

Alter tliu UuardlaDs Mvi^ closed the doorti^ tiu one Bhall W Admitted \n\o 
the lodge-room nutU ttta regularly opened. 

Nbble Grand — ^ Warden, examine the Ibretliren in the 
lodge-room. 

It ifl tbe duty of the W&rden to tcceive tho pasaword of the current torm 
and the pBB^word of the third degree ftom every in ember before th*; lodge la 
opened- He ib not reonired to reepoDd with Any part of tho paB»woT^B, jr 
any one ii present without the password of the carrent term or iha pu^aword 
of the third degree tlie Wardijn shall ao report to the J^oUle Grand- 

NoTB 1.— "There has been much apeculatton aa totTie origin of the instltn- 
tipn of Odd-fellowship^ ISome bave dated It as far back as Adam, who was 
Bald to have laid the foundatlou-Btoue of the order. ''—Bmnsf^d^oji** ^y(,>;t^; 

Notes. — * 'Upon the petition of five btoth era of the Order^ In good atand- 
Ing, praying foraCliarter to qpetia^nb^rdinate Lodge^ or of seven Patrtjircha 
for one to open ai^ubordinatc Encampment in a E^tatif, UlstJ-let or Territory 
where a Gmiid Lodge Or Qrjind ETicamimient has w>^ btcn e Stab lie hedi the 
Grand Lod^'^o of the United StatcsT wiLfgrant the aamtiH Snch Lodi^e or En- 
cjimpmentM iJl bo organised by aFaetGrand or a Pfii^t Chief Pat n arc h^ by 
authority from the Qrand Sire. Such petition, accompanied by the charter 
fuc fthirty dollBrs^ J mutttbc forwarded to the Grand Secretary of the Grand 
I.itd^e (>tthe Lhiltcd Statest atBaltimore^ Maryland. The form of the peti- 
1 1 III iti titmilat to that aubmitted io a State Grand LodgQ^"—DorialdsQn^B 
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Warden (having completed the examLnatioii) — All is 
right, Koble Grand. 

Noble Graml — ^Vice Grand, what is your duty in the 
lodge? 

Vice Grand — To act in conjunction with you in main- 
taining order; to require brethren to be decorous during 
lodge hours; to enforce, in your absence, a due observ- 
ance of the laws; and to assist you in the performance 
of yonr duties. 

Noble Grand — Yice Grandj examine your ftupporterw. 

Vice G^anc?— Right Supporter, what is your duty? 

Might Supportm — To observe that brothers give the 
signs correctly and behave properly; to report to you 
the namee of such brothers as do not conduct themselves 
according to the regulations of the order j* and to occupy 
your chair temporarily, when vacated by you during 
lodge hours. 

Vice Grand — Left Supporter, what is your dnty? 

i^ Supporter^To act in conjunction with your 
Right Supporter J and to officiate for him in his absence. 

Vice Grand — My officers are correct, Noble Grand, 

Noble Grand — Secretary, what is your duty? 

Secretary — To keep accurate minutes of the transao- 
tions of this lodge, [When the duties are divided be- 
tween a Recording and a Permanent Secretary the an- 
swer of the Recording Secretary ends here^ and the 
Permanent Secretary gives the remainder,] To keep 
coiTectly the accounts between this lodge and its mem- 
heri^j without prejudice or partiality; to receive all 

KoraS ^'*Grai]d SStc Wllflty, during liLi viuit tn BngUnd, tnlHi^e, pro- 
rivri'tl from one nf tho lodi^t-^ there an embtem repTesentlng Adam laying the 
fuuiidation-titouu of tbe ord^v, wb ich emblem he preeeat^d to tb« Qrand Lodge 
oC the United StMiii.'^—Qrosh*it MantiUtZ, p, 11* 
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moneys* due this lodge, and pay tlie same to the Treas- 



Noble Grand — Warden, what is your duty? 

Wardem — To examine the brethren with circumspec- 
t loo before the lodge is opened; to give the charge ol 
« ^ce at the mLtiatLon of a candidate; to perform gticU 
other duties as maybe required of me in conferring the 
degrees; to place and replace the regalia in a careful 
ivay and to report to you any damages It may have re- 
ceived. 

Noble Grand — Right Supporter^ what is your duty? 

Might Supporter — To support you in keeping order j 
to execute your commands; to assist at the initiation of 
a candidate; to open and close the lodge in due form, and 
to see that the signs are given correctly. 

Mbbie Grand — Left Supporter, what is your dutyf 

Z^t Supporter — To see that brothers who enter the 
room are in proper regalia, and give the signs correctly; 
to officiate for your Bight Supporter in his absence, and 
to assist at the initiation of a candidate* 

Noble Grand — Outside Guardian, what is your duty? 

Outside Guardian — When candidates are to be initi- 
ated, or brothers admitted, to see that they are orderly 
and qualified according to lodge rules; to examine and 
reject any one I suspect, until your opinion is taken; to 

i^oin 4 —"That we require tbe poorest ttppllc&at to contrlbtite as mBt-.h aa 
the %^eaUhiiiat, la trne^ &d it is li matter of neceftaUy* Eq^&lity In pa^metila 
!e eSQtiDtial not only to cquHllty in beneSls bat atBo Id feelin^s^ We aim bo 
cthoiiab. ah con Bide rat ioDi^ of wealth ar poverty [i. our fmtermty ; to make aU 
fei^l tbat as Odd-feliowst 0t k'a^t, they are uot only brethren, but equaii. He 
l?lio did not pay an equivMetit would fed degraded at re ceivinjj he nsflts; 
'vti'ould fuel th&t tbey were not hia just dne^ but alms- Under thin ft^ellng of 
dependence on hhjvvcalttilef brMthreii^bc would not (eel free to act an^ apeak 
fnuppoEiUion to tbeirwiabca— would not feel thiit be bad ftn equal rigbito 
direct the ejcpendUaro of onr fiind^. or the affuira of tbu ordtir. Hgiicg we 
pay the rieb member^ when aiclci the name Amount per week tba.t vi'o pay to 
oi^T poorer b re thru n. We would coneerve the Inai-pendence ul the luttsFi^ 
and exclude alt feellnf? of moneyed ^upeiiority from the former. Thf y imiit 
not only be tdld that all are eq|n»lt but tbey mu^t be made to kjuiw, lu rkajuczs 
it in ftTery poaftlhje way, that they maj freely act on It under aLJ elrcmostau^ 
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receive the password previously to admission, and to 
guard the lodge against improper intrusion. To prevent 
the admittance of any one during a making or at other 
times, when so directed; to prevent any person from 
listening to acquire a knowledge of ivhat is going on in 
the lodge, and to act in conjunction with the Supporters 
and the Inside Guardian in the execution of your com- 
mands. 

[The OntHide GaaTillan i^annat adm^t a brother in to the ante-rodtu without 
the pa&gword of tbe current term unloea directed b^ tue NobJe QrAod, al- 
tbouHh he may be aatiHfled tbattbe brother is a member of the lodge, and 
be 15 not required to reapond with any pait of the paae words.] 

Noble Grand — Inside Guardian j what is yoar duty? 

Inside Guardian — To act in conjunction with the 
Outside Guardian; to receive the password of the degree 
in which the lodge is open, during his absence to officiate 
for him, and obey your commands. 

Noble Grand — Officers and brothers, I hope and ex- 
pect each officer will do his duty, and that brothers will 
be orderly and attentive to the busineae of the eveningj 
so that we may not be under the necessity of mforcing 
the restrictive laws or tines* It is a duty incumbent on 
the Noble Grand to judge impartially of every trans- 
action, and to admit no brother (except a member of 
this lodge) who has not received the password of the 
current term* and the password of thedegreee in which 
the lodge is open* I, therefore, trust that all will act 
with prudence, zeal and integrity, as on the exercise of 
these virtues depends our happiness and comfort; keep- 
ing in view that philanthropic principle by which we 

*XoTE. — Thlal^ not to be so coDstrued&B to coufllet with the duty ta admit 
»lFCiU£era haviug legal catdfi in their pQ»i€Baioii or na other wfa« ipeci ally- 
provided for b3r the GenereJ Lmwi of the SoYerelgn Grud Lodge. 
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hail eacli other as brothers* — regarding oar lodge aa our 
family; and wliose actions, if founded on that grand 
principle, arc calculated to muke men social and bumatic. 
Ofiicers and bruthuri*, I vviil thank you to l>e atanding 
and assist my Right Supporter m opening the lodge, 

SOKG. 
Brethren of oar friendly order* 

noiii;ijr bure osaertii her sway; 
All within our sflcred border 

Mast her high comni and i obey ^ 
Join Odd-foHowsabip tit bfothor^. 

In the BODg ot Truth and Love; 
LiBavc dUpuioti und etrifo to othsn, 

We In barmoiiy must move. 

Honor to bcr courts lavltea ae- 

WortJjy eubjcctB let ub prove ; 
Strong the chain ituit here mnitea as, 

Linked with Friendship, Tmt^h and Love* 
Id our hearts « enghriiied ikud thcrlih«dt 

Hay these feelings ever bloom — 
Falling not when life has perlahedp 

Llvittfj ttni beyond the tomb. 

Noble Grand — Officers and brotbers advance the 
sign of tbe ti/ird degree- 

Might /Supporter — ^Pro claim this lodge opened. 

Right Support m^ — By direction of our Mohle G-rand, 
I proclaim this lodge duly opened j for the transaction of 
such business as may be lawfully brought before it, and 
for the diffusion of the principles of benevolence and 
charity. 

Noble Grand — During which time we admit of no 



Kote; &. — '^'■'Sn church in Its present state Is extensive enough In its fellow- 
ship to tmbrnciMnnny good men wbn netid tbi^ mini Silratlon of kind red Hpirit?i, 
nor fiir itiucbEiii; I'lioui^h to reach even its own membfirtt when die taut e njai 
it, and neediug aid and prot^cticn. But If an Odd-fellow^ far a war from 
kindred and honit!, fiiUa down by the vvuyslidE, pc^unllese and faint, ht n^ - i ul 
to inform t be ue^trcst Utdy:&^ and bunds are reached ont to provide^ H.iid 
w[Lti:bers fire nt his* side to uphold bte drooping? frame. Or» If he falls under 
tbe cold suiipiclons of till unfriendly v^'oi-ld^ and le east nnmeritedly inici a 
felon's celk brothers are aetWe around him with eonueeil, and labor to re- 
move tbe dark wcU of cinuinistani^es tbei hei^ioud biti fame or endanjj^Lr bii$ 
Hfe, to secm^e him a fair trial, andi If i net proper acquittal and a safe rutum 
to iOCl«ty and |rloQdSr''*<?rvdA^a Mantiolt p. 9i. 
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political^ sectarian or other improper debate, under 

penalty. 

Tbe lodge, mt Id opUoa^ m^j op«ii M.nd tlot^ vKti prater, tf tbe ChftpUla 1m 
OPBKtXQ prater/ 

*' Thou Bang eternal, immortal^ aud invisible! the only 
wise God^ our Saviourl Thou art the Sovereign of 
universal nature, the only true object of our best and 
holiest aflFections, We render Thee hearty thanks for 
that kind providence which has preserved us during the 
past week, protecting ua from the perils and dangers of 
this life; and for permit tiug u3 now to assemble in Thy 
name for the transaction of business. 

We humbly beseech Thee, our Heavenly Father, to 
preside over our assembly , to breathe into our hearts 
the spirit of love and of a sound mind; and may each 
and all be governed by an anxiou;^ desire to advance Thy 
glory and ameliorate the condition of mankind. 

Let Thy blessing rest upon our order » upon all the 
lodges, Grand and subordinate, belonging to our entire 
family of brothers. Let Friendship, Love aud Truth 
prevail, until the last tear of distress be wiped away, 
and the lodge below be absolved by the glory and 
grandeur of the Graud Lodge above. This we ask in 
humble dependence upon, and in most solemn adoration 
of thy One mysterious and glorious Name, Amen."" — 
GrosK^s Manual^ p. 181, 



_ KOTH a.—** Adopted by the Gran (I Lotl^ of Ib*^ Unlfcd fitntefc, to e»clijdi3 
j>T9jtTt offeDstve to membcn of the order In many of our lodgci. It la a,lta 
ordered tbAt on *ll occmIoqi of the order, * the game epiril ht obicrved In tho 
foree^lner^fihan be Atrietly tono'^'i^ X>j thg om^slfttLiu cLergymui or chaplolQ/ ''— 
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ORDEfi OF BUSINESS, 

In the SabordiEate Lodge (unlike Freemasonry), the 
business of each degree has been transacted in that de- 
gree, and even Initiatory members are entitled to pe- 
cuniary benefits' while in good standing, but in one of 
these two points the two orders ha^e been rendered 
alike by the following amended resolution of the Sov- 
ereign Grand Lodge, session of 1S81: 

ff^tGh^dt Thbtt In th& judsxnctit of tbo BovcreJ^n Grsod Lodge, tbe taiufneai 
of BatiDrdLa&te jjode^^ bI^quIcI bu transacted la tljc Thtrd Degree. 

Sesolv^d^ That en and after Jtly UU 1^^. ^>L ^^^ bualnces ot the Subet^toAte 
Lod^R flhall be transacted In the Third Degroc, or tbe Degree of Trnthn The 
lodge shall open la each degret; for iho purpose of confenintt the deerecs^ and 
inch degree shall be cpnferttid when It la opened In th»t degree. 

Kespectfnll7 Hubrnttted: 
J< W. StebblES, tJeo. B. Bey lea, Henrjf F. G&rey, Fred Carletee, Gee. E. BIge- 

loir, Albert M. HarrlM, Joa. H. Bloaet* J. B, Oaedwln. 

GEKERAL INSTRUCTIONS, 

When a candidate is to be initiated, after he has beei^ 
elected, and it has been announced to the Noble Grand 
^at he is in waiting, it will be the duty of that officer 
to appoint a Past Grand or the Vice Grand to act as 
Ontside Conductor, who will retire to the ante or prepa- 
ration-room, receive the candidate, propound to him tlie 
qnestiona laid down in the Charge-Book, record the an- 
swers received (which mnst be signed by the candidate 
and attested by tbe Outside Conductor), and require of 
him the primary obligation necessary for all persons to 
take prior to initiation* (Page 48). 

While this is being done, the Warden^ by direction 

UoTiE T.—^'^Efen when exLtraoifdlDarr eTents render U neceisarf to Hive extra 
ttiA 10 an nnfertunate brother, It 4^111 cornea from a fund be aided to create fer 
iiucb purpH>seB, apd te which QTeo. hla weaUbteet brotbor j^ay be reduced to 
appir. ma relief cornea bot, therefore, even then, frem ami or 4 tGw indtvidu* 
fl^, but trem (iU."--Gro9h*t ManwU^ p. *6, 
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of the Noble Grand, will prepare the lodge-room for 
the initiation. The officers shall clothe' themselves 
appropriately, and the members shall each be furnish* 
ed with a mask or covering for the face, not of a Ki- 
dicrous nature. During an initiation the Noble Grand 
shall wear a scarlet robe; the Vice Grand a blue robe; 
the Warden and Conductor each a black robe, and tho 
Scene Supporters each a white robe; and all of said 
officers shall wear caps color of their robes. No other 
officer or member shall wear caps or robes. The Con- 
ductor and Scene Supporters shall, during an initia- 
tioHj bear wands color of their robe:?; the Supporters 
of the Noble Grand and Vice Grand shall l)ear wands 
color of the robes of the officei-a they support, and the 
Warden shall bear a staff. 

When the Outside Conductor has performed his dutj, 
he will report to the Noble Grand, 

If the answers are unsatisfactory, the Outside Con- 
ductor shall receive directions as to farther proceedings. 

When everything is ready in the lodjfe, the Noble 
Grand will request the Outside Conductor to retire, 
prepare and introduce the candidate. The Noble Grand 
will then place the lodge nuder the charge of the Vice 
Grand, while he (the Noble Grand) retires behind, or 
the curtain is dropped before him, in accordance with 
the work. 

Ncm 8. — ''^If oar re^lU and etnblemi tend to iner^Oit oar benCT^Imce, and 
■tlmalate ui to grenier actlv'Ity tu well-dQlnK* ttiea la tue^r manafactiin no Idle 
WOflCt ttietr eoM aa oHlew expeiue.'^'-C^rj'iA'i Manual, p. fltS. 



VtXS OF StTBORDlHATE LoDGE-RoOH. 



BEC'Y 



a 



RS. W.G. KB. 



coiTDircToa. 



TRKAB, 



ns 




[] 










v,o. 



M 






I. H. GrtTAIUlIAN. 



DOOK- 
AJTTE on PftEFBaATIOlf ROOM 



The lof;atl<?nof the Reception iunl I'R'ii.iiMion Ki^um ri 1 i(n' vui<hh 
dfM>ri ftr* of course different i it diriprtmt lufit^i !*. TJio ttiju^ e tl^d^rmii tUuww 
111 ' poM^tioTi of tlic ^Rrlcus ofliccr& of a l^iilmjrriinJitf Tjoelye, but tke nlace of 
tbLj Tnjiidiirdj- and StorctHry nra ijitcrchftngcable and Ihe Pflfit GfRtu! iotUA- 
*ixD«v occupies tbe obpuHite ilde of the i^^om^ but tho Chaplain^ £/ th*rif i^ 



CHAPTER IV. 

IlHTIATORY DbGBEB. 

IKTTIATION.* 

This Ritual conforms strictly to the Kevised Form of the InltUtoiy Charge- 
Book I. O. O. F. , as adopted at the Annual Session of the Bight Worthy Sov- 
ereign Grand Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd-fellows, held at Toronto, 
Dominion of Canada, on the twenty- second day of Septemher, Anno Domini 
1880, and the year of the Order the sixty-second. 

EXAMINATIOK." 

The candidate having been accepted by vote of the brothers, Is taken into the 
ante-room of the lodge and catechized in the following manner by the Vice Grand 
or a Past Grand especially deputed, the answers being recorded in a book with 
printed questions and a blank for answers. 

1. What is your name? 

2. Where do you reside? 

3. What is your occupation? 

4. How old are you? 

5. Do you hold membership in or are you suspended 
or expelled from any Lodge of this Order? 

6. Are you, so far as you know, in sound health? 

NoTB 9.—" A thoughtful man's first entrance Into a lodge, nnknowlng what is 
to be transacted there. Is a serious event."— (?ro«A'« Manual, p. 98. 

NoTK 10. — "The manner of Introducing candidates is as follows: A brother of 
the lodge proposes his friend, whom he must be willing to recommend. On the re- 
ception of the proposition a committee is at once appointed, whose bisiness it is 
to ascertain the character, age, condition of health and standing of the applicant. 
If this committee, after due Investigation, report that they believe him worthy, 
he Is, on the week following such report, balloted for, and If three black balls 
appear against him, he ll rejected; If not, he Is elected. [In some States two 
blaeh balls are sufflclent] . He may then be Initiated to membership In the lodtfs.** 
^Donaldson's Pocket Companion^ p. SI. 
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7. Do you believe in the existence of a Supreme, In* 
telligent Being,'* the Creator and preserver of the Uni* 
verse? 

Th£ candrdatfl ilgn^ blv n^me to tlw (ULSwer»gtTOii and ti1« examiner icccgit ttia 
■l^mai u rc w I tb hia own n^me belavr. fibooLd t be cAudldats glv c ad unBailsfactary 
AOAwcr ca auy uf t be queatloDs, b6 la dlBmLsKa from tlia mom &ud the c^iu ta 
reportEd to tbt^ Lodg^^ Sbouldall prove tAtlBractorjp the exam[Ber ulu tbe caa* 
dLdatc: ^' Aro you wllUag to enter Into kq Qbllgatloo to Icecp accrc^ &U tbat eoaj 
tr&tj Empire <luTitiif yuur Initiation ?" If this 1b anawered La tbe altiniiatlvep tha 
eaoiUdate repeat after tnc e^ujilncr tbe foQawLm 

PLEDGE : 

'^ I hereby pledge my saiiied honor that I vrill keep 
secret" whatever may transpire during my initiation,'' 

Whne thQ Qutalde Conductor ts witb the candtdats Intbe aD to- room tba afflccTV 
and inctiibcra injtlde Ih^ ludjsQ an; mnlElns ai^tlve preparatLona for t be Ibltl&LlQii, 
A curtalEi of ecarlet; color la drawn Ih froDtof thu IfoblcGraad^s cbair, hldLngr 
that officer trom vl^w, Tbe Venerable Warden provldep blmiulf wlib a lifttg 
grayiieOi'd, long graywig^ aion^ mack robe aed olo&ely aboui i he neck and 
w&lstpand rcaclitugto Ha feet* every thins belnsdono to glvoblin the appearance of 
H very old man* The KIgbt and Left Scene ISuppOrUrs arc clothed In while rolrea^ 
the Condnctor Ii also cluthed in alonj blucls robe simiinr to Itiat of tbc "Wardftn, 
TFbllE nU the other nienjberg wear eemt -masks oTcr iticlr facce, The upper i»»rt of 
the mask reaching to about tbe middle of the forehead and tbc lower jsart cover-* 
Ing the moiitli. A coffin CDnt&lolnff • akelcton ImttMlon, u£iiHi1y kept nndff 
the da!8 on ffhlcb aL^nd^ the chair of tbe Noble Grand, In now brougrht out and 
placed in the center of thclodge^room and i\i!& Eight nnd Lf'Jt Sc^ne Supporttrt 
provide tbcmselvea with two flambeaus which they ll^ht when the proper time 
cnmsL 

The examiner, termed the Ontelde Coafluctor, now blindfold a the candidate, 
Ittftda blm to tlie dow of tbe lodge And alvea the uaual alarm or enteralgni tJiree 
wpa on lQd«o-room door» ^ » , 

Inside Guardian — Who comes there? 

Outside Conductor — The Outside Conductor, with a 

NoTi 11— ** Excepting In regard to yotirTclIglous faith tn God, and yonr re- 
lations to the Order, th« questions are merely aucb aa a health or life Insurance 
company reqitilre to be anflffcred In good faith.'*— GrosA'# Manual^ p, B7. 

XoTS la.— ^* Onr Institution bM loHtlnctlvely, aa It were, copied after nearly all 
•ecret as i Delation a of - rcllgioua and noral cbsracter. In Egypt, (he mo« 
aptrent atnong the ancient nut Ion*, r » :3*t1tatton of thti kind extatcd from the 
earliest period. Of tbc n (tin re t :-i»t J '^"tntlomne know very little. History 
Inform t ns tbat muny Iwnellti wr - anjl^SBd r p derived from a participation la 
the cccreti of the society i that thou ^-^ t. i were revcatcil only to tbe Inltlftfed, 
and that thQ mode of initiation wai -^ . i catcniatcd to tnakc a «erlona and abldlnf 
tmpreulon on the mind of tbe recipient. <*— 0rMA'f M(mm&i^p^90 
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Ara^nger who desires to be initiated'* into the Indepen- 
fient Order of Oddfellows." 

The Inaldo Guardian reports thU to Yltm Granit on whoa« command tHo doof 
la opened and tim caDdldate is led Intd the lodge-rfiom, where ^e U received bf 
tfae proper Conductor attended bj the Supporttin, 

CONBUCTOE'a CHAEQE. 

Tou are now within a lodge of Odd-fellows"— here the 
world ig shut out— yoa are separated from its cares and 
dihtinctiona, its dissensions and its vices. Here Friend- 
ship and Love assert their mild dommion, while Faith 
and Charity combine to bless the mind with peace and 
soften the heart with sympathy. Those who surround 
you have all assumed the obligations and endeavor to 
cherish the sentiments peculiar to Odd-fellowship;" bat 
before you can unite with them you must pass through 
an initiatory ceremony, which will ultimately lead you 

JTOTB 13,—*' T&e qoAlItlcfttloas wqntred are that tba candidate tnu&t ba a frM, 
irhHe man, twenty-one jrcars of tgc, of good moral cbaraetcr and iound he»]th, 
and a hellcTcrln the Snprcmo Befn^. tho Maker mid Ruler nf tto rnlTer*c/'— 
Jhficttdiona Pockst Companlan, p. 10, 

rroTB 14.-*'* SajB Brother Rldsely, In his '£ii]og70il thfl Life and Char»cl«r 
of Thomas Wfldey:' *Od(l-fullow&blp wa» organized ta iSlft. During Ita flnt 
decade [t madfl hu" little pro^resa* * . . . Since 1S29 [to IBBS only] U bu 
gathered within Us folds, by Initiation, 4^,063 memberi, Ita reveijiie, derlr#d 
trom weelCly contributions (varying from sli to twelve ccnta) from Ibcao meui- 
ben, has amounted to (.50,368,057. Of thc^ie roct?Ipts (afttr dlBbnraeinenta for 
oifdlnary cipenHea aniountlnff to i5,0S)tii.{HK)> it Ms applied, for the relief df tbe 
ilelt, tbc burtal of tbe dead, and tlie education of tbe orphan, the ah m of f8, " 
B04, 000, leavlni a balance of (ft. 472,000 for tbo same object b, Tbese f unda, (but 
employed, have relleirod 553,063 memherst and 37,501 widowed famUle*/"^ 

Nont l^.—*'Aiit now is. it is teally an Institution of American growth, and 
exists nowbore else on carib except wbciTc U tma been planted and tmnured bf 
ttiB GTud Lodge ot tbc United Sti.i^a/*—I>onaltUoti^4 FacJi^t Companifimm 

FoT> Ifi, — ^^ For sereraj y eara the ofder tnade bat llttln progrea** tti founds 
er and members were comparatively objcuro mcnn Its name excited prejudice^ 
wMeb their conTlvlat practices cou&rmcd. and ibua obscured Its merits from ttw 
tBort iXtlflt a&d rBipectable clus of homaa^ jmiu,'*—Qr^h^t J£&r»ml, j, ML 
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to primary truth,*' 

Conductor — Are you willing to proceed? 

Candidate answers. 

Conductor — Be patient, therefore, and firm. 

Conductor — Brothers, the stranger now awaits out 
tnyatic rites. 

Bfght Scene Supporter — Then at once the chains 
prepare ! 

Left Scene St(ppot*ter — They arn here! entwitie their 
links about him! [Tiie chain ia putat^ross hid shoulders, 
brought around undtir his arms and tied behind]. 

Left Scene SupmHer — Now! bind bim to the stake! 

Conductor — Hold! Brotbers! Shall we proceed with 
these, our mystic rites, or shall we mercy show? 

J^ice Grand and brothers (a lowly and in a low tone of 
voice) — Mercy — mercy show I 

Cottdmtor—THieu mercy I will show, but will firat a 
solemn warning give. 

A proceaAjon mur be formed asfqllowg: 

CuLldUCtOf. 

i*r<!iie, eupported by four brathera, with or without black fowoys^ 
8re}i« Supporter! wltb H^1it?el cuttdlea. 
Two or more brothorft, wtth or wittout- black cofrns^ 
Qutsli'lc ConiJuctor, cacortfngf CAtLdlcInce. 

A ^oug may be ftlowly f^ml llKtitly nountli^d, a ht^i] be tolIM, or an Ofcan be 
plajcd while the proccaatoa le moving around tlie rooiUp 

Co nductor to S uppo rfe rs^ L e ad o ii our frie nd . [ They 
pass slowly around tbe room], 

Conductor — Man in darkness and in chains!** How 
mournful the spectacle! Yet it is but the condition of 
millions of our race, who are void of wisdom, though 
they know it not. We have a lesson to impart to hiui 
— one of gi^eat moment and deep solemnity; a faithful 
exhibition of the vanity of Avorldly things — of the in- 

KoTE 17,— ^* Wb4t Tepc^nfrfltion by the word qf truth Is Jn rellgloa, Iqitlatlva 
(8 lu Odd-fcllowBblp/'— tfrosft'a Manual^ p. 90. 

yoTEl8.— '"Bound by lilf^ iRifiors* lice and foftr^tri Mie!firlurAt!na:fftteTBOf pHf- 
tahuuHB^ lie knowB tiut. Unn nuy havi^ iiioie Hgbt auJ fr* titiom Ttjan ar? bis 3 juiil 
ye£t not fully reallElu^ liin owii nec4 of botb> ibeinay siarre] If told tbat nearly 
bU mnnlclQd art? In durtnc^a And chal&n wlileh th^iy ueltlierbeliold nor foc:l. U U 
DDL iiQtll some votcejjrerts bl* par with a promtae of Insmictlon, tbit be bpfflu* 
tQ cQQc^lro tb(it. tliO (^biioR nrouiiil htiu may bu resolved Jnro o^^^e^, fhe dJAs^urd 
trj harmony. Tbis totineni'ton Ipatla him to desfrft thftt wltdotin whlcli ebnl] Hbod, 
llEbt upoi) hlB darhiDQehiH ahlL unravel the perpl^xlUeil wbkJi l??wlld«r bli tual."— 
uro*h^f M<inttai. p. 94. 
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stability of wealth and power — of the certain decay of 
all earthly greatness. 

The Conductor li careful to take a route and gait that will occupy the time 
while the Conductor's Charge Is being given. They halt before a coffined corpse 
or animUa^ion already alluded to; the Bight and Left Scene Supporters now 
light their torches and place themselves one at each end of the coffin; the Con- 
ductor begins to take off the blindfold and says to the candidate: 

Condtictor — Be serious, for our lesson is as melancholy 
as it is truthful. [Blinds^* are now off]. Behold a rep- 
resentation of the effect of death. That silent yet im- 
pressive lecturer — to vice, confusion, but to virtue, 
peace — is all that remains on earth of one who was 
born as you were born, who lived as you now live, who 
for many days enjoyed his possessions, his power and 
his pleasures. But now, alas! nothing is left of him 
save that sad memorial of man's mortality.'* The warm 
heart that throbbed for others' woes, or the cold one 
which held no sympathy, has mouldered away and 
joined its kindred dust. Contemplate the scene! [A 
solemn dirge may be sung or played]. Should it not 
humble human pride? Should it not awake the soul to 
a just sense of responsibility to its God — of duty to 
itself? And in view of this, the common lot of all, 
should it not enlist the tenderest of human sympathies? 
My friend, that gloomy monitor is but an emblem of 
what you are sure to be, and what you may soon become. 
Serioosly meditate the solemn admonition it affords; 
pondur it well, and see that your own heart fosters not 
evil — ^the bane of society, the fountain of all wrong, the 
progenitor of crime, hatred and violence, whose conse- 
quences must continue to afflict mankind until that 
period to which Hope looks forward with ardent joy, 
when one law shall bind all nations, tongues and 

NoTK 19.—-" The first ray of light will but Increase the apparent gloom ; for It 
will exhibit more strongly the vanity of human pursuits and possessions, the 
brevity of life and the certainty of death, and all life's evils fearfully aggravated 
and Increased by the strifes, discords and dissensions which flow from human 
Ignorance and Tolly, and end at last in death Itself. ""—Grosh's Mantial, p. 95. 

NoTB 20.— •• As he thus realizes his own mortality. Its possible nearness, and 
his own dependence and helplessness, he will the more willingly ponder the ties 
that bind him to the woes and sufferings of all around him, and Joyously loolc 
forward to that bright era when all these wo6s and pains shall be banished by the 
prevalence of benevolence and peace, by the reign of brotherhood and love."— 
Orpsh'tMimual.p.W. 
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kindreds of the earth; and that law will be the law of 
Universal Brotherhood. 

Eight Scene Supporter — I have seen the rose in its 
beauty spread its leaves to the morning sun. I returned, 
and beholdl it was dying upon the stalk. Its grace and 
form were gone; its loveliness was vanished away; its 
leaves were scattered to the ground, and no one gath- 
ered them again, I have seen man in the pride of his 
strength; his cheeks glowed with beauty; his limbs 
were full of activity ; he walked, he ran, he leaped, he 
rejoiced in that he was more exeelleut than the rose. I 
returned, and beholdl life was departed from him, and 
the breath from out of his nostrils. Death is in the 
world and the spoiler is among the works of the 
Almighty- All that is bom must die. 

Left Scene SuvpoHer — I have seen the leaves fall and 
lie thick upon the grouiid ; I have heard the wintry 
blasts sing sad requiems over their decay; and yet 
spring came; the soft zephyrs played among the branch- 
es^ they budded lorth again, and in the place of death 
there was life, beauty and joy. [Candidate • is again 
blindfoldedj. 

Conductor — Ton may think it strange, my friend, that 
we thus blindfold'* you; its symbolic purpose will, in 
due time, be fully explained. [Candidate is led to the 
Warden, where the blinds are removedl. 

Conductor — This, my friend, is our Venerable War- 
den ; he has a charge to deliver to you; listen attentively 
to what he may say. Assist him to rise. 

Warden — Stand! presumptuous mortal! How old 
art thou ? 

iTOTs 21.— ■ *ItwQS <i Uadlnq ch^irneteriatiii of ail the ancient ritee^ that they 
began in sorrow and gloom, out ended in Vght and joy; they were all calcu- 
lahd io remind men. of their weakness their Ignorance, their helplessness 
ftnd their eit^fuln^si of character; of the ahorinesi and uncertainty of life. 
and of the Utswh'C^Jlish ish^irtft; of the punishment of guilty the retoard 
of vlrtu4, and the rising of tha Just io life eternal and immortal. In all, 
too, the mode of initiation wa^ cal^latedio tndte a deep and lasting fm- 
pre^sioit ifpon the mlAd of the eandidaie. Tut theao purposes, striking ex\A- 
(litioQi Qi the con&equetLCCfl of eln, find the pleasures of virtue, were presented 
for consIdcrntlOD. in audiieT] and strikEag contra&t^ find everything was designed 
w ImpHiM the caaditjatio with a Uvqly hcjikj ot what was thus represented.**— 
Qroth'e Manmi, f.m. 
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Candidate answers. 

Warden — What trade, profession or callinghast thoa ? 

Candidate answers. 

Warden — Canst thou keep a secret? 

Candidate answers. 

Warden — Ah! but wilt thou? 

Candidate answers. 

Warden — Be serious, then, while I address you as n 
man* Listen to the voice of wisdom speaking from age 
and experience, and let it sink deep into your heart. 
These tremhling limbs and this wrinkled brow betoken 
that the weight of years is upon me. I hiive indeed 
seen many years, and many solemn changes have passed 
before me, A wise man has said : ^' I have been young 
but now am old, yet have I not seen the righteous for^ 
eaken or his seed begging bread." I would impress this 
upon your mind, and add another maxim, which I pray 
yon also heed and be wise. It is this: that in the prac- 
tice of Friendship, Love and Truth will be found the 
beat safeguard against the ills of life. Forget it not; 
forget it not. 

Warden to Conductor — Brother Conductor, you will 
now present the stranger totheVice Grand. 

Candrd&te fn Again blindfolded and tAk(?n to tho Vica Grinel. Hlerbt trnd LefL 
aqppoTterfl CTOHfl tticlr wand a oi'cr head of Vice Graiicl» aaa tho Scene £upport«rn 
cruBB tb^lirfl over tbc bt^acl of th& ^ant^Sdato. 

Conductor — You are now at the chair of our Worthy 
Vice Grrand. 

VICE grand's charge. 

Vi^e Grand — Stranger, having entered within these 
walls, yon are never to make known the secrets of this 
Order, or make any discovery to any person or persons 
upon any pretense or for any purpose* Will you com- 
ply with these rules? 

Candidate — I will. 

Vice Grand to Condtictor—R^^iore him to light and 
liberty. [Lights are turned up, blindfold is taken off, 
and the chains also]. 

Yice Grand to Candidate — Stranger, it is my dutjr to 
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administer to you a solemn and binding obligations- 
one which we have all taken, but which will not conflict 
with any of those exalted duties you owe to your God, 
your country, your family or yourself. With thia 
aBBuranee, are you williug to take such an obligation? 

Candidate — I am. 

Vice Grand — Place your right hand on your left 
breast, and repeat aft^^r me the following 

OBLIGATION. 

Vice Grand — (three raps, all rise)* 

I, — — , in the presence of the brothers of 

the Order now assembled, do solemnly promise that 
I will never communicate to any one, unless direct- 
ed to do so by a legal lodge, the signs, tokens or 
gripe, the term, traveling or other passwords belong- 
ing to the [ndepeudent Order of Odd-fellows. Nor 
will I expose or lend any of the books or papers 
relating to the record*! or secret work of the Order 
to any person or persons, except to one specially 
authorized to receive til i^iiK That I will never reveal 
any private business wlnt.h may be transacted in my 
presence in thia or any other lodge. I also promise that 
I will abide by the laws* rules and regulations of this 
lodge, of the Grand Lodge of the Independent Order of 
Odd-fellows of {here nariu3 the State) or any other Grand 
or working lodge to which I may be attach ed. 

I further promise thiii I vnW m^vcr wrong a Subordi- 
nate or Grand Lodge to the value of anything. Nor 
will i take part or share, direct I3' or indirectly, in any 
illegal distribution of the funds or other property of 
the lodge; but will, to the best of my ability, endeavor 
to prevent the same. Nor will T wrong a brother or 
sec him wronged without apprising him of approaching 
danger, if in my power so to do. Should I be expelled 
or voluntarily leave the Order, T will consider this 
promise as binding out of it jis in it. To the faithful 
performance of all which I pledge my sacred honor. 

Vwc UiViul — (one rap, all are seated.) 



Vice Grand to Caudidaie — ^Stranger{s), you have now 
entered into a society that ia far more important than 
you may at first imagine. It conforms to law, religion, 
^d sound morality, and does not permit anything con- 
trary to the allegiance we owe to our country^ or tbt* 
duty we owe to onrselves. Let good conduct procure 
you the esteem of your family an (I friends. Let strict 
caution guard you against making any improper discov- 
<trieB to the uninformed, so that by yotir example you 
may convince tlie world that good faith and virtue are 
the peculiar characteristics of a true Odd-fellow; for 
according to our laws we can be Odd-fellows only whih* 
we act like honest men. I will now recommend you U> 
the Noble Grande who will further instruct you, and I 
hope your deportment will be such after your initiation 
as to give us no cause to regret that we have accepted 
yon as a brother- 

Vice Grand to Conductor — ^Proceed with our friend to 
the principal chair, there to be introduced to the Noble 
Grand. 

Vice Gra?jrf— {three raps, all rise). 

IjriTIATION ODE. 
"The fotlowlsK worln are suuif a& the caDKlldato goea ttroimd Uie worn to tb< 
'sbAlr Qf tbfl Noble Orvud . 

Straii^BT(B)^ 7L>ti'Te noii^bt to fear. 
Far noaor'a court t^ licro^ 
Love^ Pb&cp Knd Joy. 
Here Id Kvaii fultb vtv tntHut], 
Hore f rlcnilfl aud brothtra froet. 
And In uommnn^on ^yi^^% 
fbe boura mnplny. 
6triiiiger'(«)^ amid a band 
Of brotbers li^TV jdo At and, 
Firm, tiltid and imoj 
Here Friendship's pouver Ij? abown; 
Here Lovti and Trutb iirt^ known i 
And ben? before tbclr rhronc 
We wL'Tconie you. 
Arrlvlnt at the KoMe Gmnd^B tihalt ua Tbe In^f line !« Iwln^ arni^H t\\^ Noble 
Grand b^toj: behind tb^i curtain, th& Gondii c Lor mldn^jujey biE^ lUgbt Supporterp 

Conductor — Brother Right Supporter, ia the Noble 
Grand engagM? 

Eight Supporter — He is^ my brother. 

Conductor — Business of importance demands his at- 
tention. A stranger desires to be introduced to liirn. 
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Bight Supporter — Then he may he disturbed, fRiffht 
Supporter passes behind the curtain and holda tne fol- 
lowing dialogue with the Noble Grand J. 

Eight Supporier-^Vi ohle Grand! 

Noble Grand — Weil, niy brother. 

Sight SuppoHer — A stranger stands before yon. 

Noble Grand — A stranger stands before me? How 
gained that stranger admittance within these walls? 

Eight Supporter — Bj the recommendation of worthy 
brothers and the permission of the Vice Grand. 

Noble Grand — Has he taken upon himself that serious, 
solemn and binding obligation? 

Eight Supporter — He tas, Noble Grand, 

Noble Grand — Then let liim be iBtroduced to me. 

Cart&ln [a thrown back and NoMo Grand tIbcb* 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge). 

OfflcetB now ta^e oft their rcbcs and tha jniftpbere their maalcB, 

Condttctor — Noble Grand, by direction of the Tice 
Grand 1 1 present to you a stranger forinstructioninthe 
mysteries of our Order, 

Tb{^ Stippdrt^ra of the Nobis Grand croan tbeLr vands otvt IfoUeQrmnd^JlheraA^ 
boMLDg Lbem there till be £i:tH to the accrct'worK^ 

IfOBLE G raid's CHAEGE. 

Noble Grand — My friend, I welcome you among the 
fraternity of Odd-fellows, with whose customs I trust 
you will -soon become better acquainted. Under our 
diaguise I have no doubt you took us for odd fellows'" 
indeed. Learn from this that men are not always to be 
taken for what they appear." Some may have a rou^h 
and unseemly exterior, but a ^ood, troe heart within, 
while others possessing a captivating person and mau- 
ners, may be destitute of all genuine principle, t hope 

^OTB £a. — '^The sln^larkyoT Jta name, and taomlltty of Its orlfin, necdetJ 
Dot Ibeso coDTlvlal pr&ctlcea to bring the 1n^t1tuit?on lato BU&plctouaoddUreputer 
jiQt a d^tectlvQ orgaalzatluu to Ipvolve tt !□ trQuhlQ dud Iptemal dlaBou^lpm." — 
^oth"6 Manual, p. 24. 

Note SS. — '^Ttic forms through whtch yoti bavopasied arc oot what tlioyaecm 
tn inaiif* Under each act find emblum there la deep filgnJflc&ncc Bo in life. 
ApplJf yout In&tructtoDH there, and everything beci^niE'd v(jcal wlttt^lBJono. The 
«yeB blladdd by thQ darlctiOQ^ or a dungeon are iioue:ht to tha bUudneaBOf tho 
moral icnac obacurca by Indulgeace lu BembhAcaa ftsd leiuuftlUf >"— AwA'« 
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you will pardon us the innocent deception and make a 
^^ roper application of the moral it is designed to convey. 

We will now proceed to instruct you in the mysteries 
<^f the initiatory de^ee of this order, they are; 

First — The entersign. 

Second — The countersign. 

Third — The password of the Initiatory degree. 

Fourth — The password of the current term, which ia 
changed each term and will be given to you privately 
in the course of the evening bj the Noble Grand, who 
alone is authorized to communicate it or cause it to be 
communicated to na^embers. 

Fifth — The grip. 

The Enteesign consists of one rap, or one pull of the 
bell if there be one^ at the outer door, and three raps at 
the inner door. 

THB COUNTZBSIGN 

has three motions; First ^ with the thumb of the right 

hand in thepalni 
thereof, place the 
four fingers per- 
pen dicularly 
across the mouth, 
the back of the 
hand outward. 
Second^ close the 
last three fingers 
upon the thumb 
in the palm o f 
the hand, the in* 
dcx or fore finger 
being extended; 
carry it to the 
outer corner of the right eye, the back of the hand being 
outward, forming a right angle with the nose. Tliird^ 
let the hand drop toward the ground, open and palm 
outward, the thumb to be nearly parallel with the fingers 
and the hand about sis inehos from the body- 

Explanation of the Counter Sign — The hrst motion 
signifies silence^ and reminds us that we are bound to 




lit Motion- 



2d ^lotion. 



3d Motion. 
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keep inviolate the secre^ts of the Order. The secOMi 
motion signities Omniscience, and reminds us that the 
all-seeing eye of God ie continually watching over our 
actions* The third motian dignities fraternityj and re- 
minds UB that the hand of an Odd-fellow should always 
he open to a brother. The pa.ssword ie Fides to be let- 
Lered at all timca when ust^d for working purposes, work- 
ing into a lodge or in examination prior to opening. In 
com muni eating this r^rord either to tbc InBtde Guardian 
or to the Warden the brother must give the letters F.I, 
and if required by the Inside Guardian or the Warden, 
lie must give the rt;mainder of the word, I>, E. S*, let^ 
ttTed as before. The luKuie Guardian and the Warden 
must be satigtied. 

I14ITIAT0EY GRIP. 

With the first two fingers 
of the right hand seize and 
link with the first two fin- 
gers of the brother's right 
hand; with the thumb (your 
own) touch each of the two 

fiugera {your own) and thus form the link, Ko shaking 

liauds in making the grip. 

Noble Grand — Thia Grip baa never been broken bj 

any good Odd -fellow, and we hope and trust that it 

ne^^er will be by you, 

INSTEtTCTlONS TO CANDIDATE, 

Noble Grand — In all lodges there is an outer and an 
inner door, and between them what is termed an ante- 
room. At tlie outer door there is stationed an officer 
called the Outside Guardian, and at the inner door an 
oflicer called the Inside Guardian, 

Wishing to visit a lodge which is open in the initia- 
tory degree, you will announce your presence at the 
outer door by giving one rap, or one pull of the bellj if 
there be one; hut aTiy alarm will be attendi'<J to, 

TIk' Ontrtide < Jtuinlian will opeti the wlcketj and re- 
(piire from you tho Piij^sworH of tlie current term^whiiOi 
tnutei bv.s givyu in full. Jf given correctly you will be 
admitted to the ante -room* You will then clothe your- 
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self in the regalia appropriate to your rank and station 
in the lodge, which for the present will be a pUin white 
collar; advance to the inner door and give three raps. 

The loflide Guardian will announce to the proper 
officer {tnther the Noblo Grand or Vice Grand of the 
lodge, as the rates of the lodge FihaU have prescribed), 
that there is an alarm at the door- The Inside Guard- 
ian is directed by Huch officer to inquire the cause — 
whereupon the Inside Guardian will open the wicket, 
and obtain from yon your name, rank^ and the number 
of the lodge to wbich you belong. 

The Inside Guardian wiU close the wicket and inform 
the proper officer, who, if he is satisfied, will direct the 
Inside Guardian to admit you, if correi;t. The Inside 
Guardian re-opena the wicket, and you must give him 
the Password of the initiatory degree. If correct the 
Inside Guardian will admit you, w^hen you will advance 
to the center of the room and address the Noble Grand 
with the Countersign, w^ho will acknowledge you as a 
brother by giving the same Countersign, You will then 
turn and address the Vice Grand with the Countersign, 
who will acknowledge you as a brother with the same 
Countersign. You will then be seated, 

Wishing to leave the lodge before it is closed, you 
will make the same CoTmtersign to the Noble Grand 
which will be answered by him. 

If you are visiting your own lodge when it is open in 
the Initiatory degree and are witbout either the Password 
of the current term or the Password of this degree, the 
proper officer of the lodge (the Noble Grand) being so 
informed a^ka the Secretary as to your standing in the 
lodge. If the Secretary reports* favorably, direction?^ 
will be given to admit yon, but if the report is unfavor- 
able you are so informed by the Outside Guardian and 
you cannot be admitted. 
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Without these signs" you caEnot gaia admittance 
into this or any other lodge of the Independent Order 
of Odd^f ellows. Be obserrant, therefore, that you may 
acquire them, and be careful that you do not improperly 
reveal them. Remember^ also, that you have given ua 
your pledge of honor — a pledge which is the most bind- 
ing of any that can be given or received. We feel con- 
fident that you will keep it inviolate. You have been 
admitted by certain forms of. initiation, in which there 
is deep significance. You were blindfolded to represent 
to you the darkness and doubt through which man gropes 
his way to a knowledge of himself, his duty, and his 
destiny; a darkness not only of reason, but of the moral 
nature. And you were bound with chains, to illustrate 
that slavery of souF* to sense — that subjection to things 
outward and perishable, into which man is brought by 
his own passions. You were then led to a scene where 
aa emblem of mortality was exhibited, to represent to 
you the end of this servitude, to remind you of the in- 
significant and perishable nature of all those outward 
objects that so often excite men's passionate ambi- 
tion. After this representation, intended to reach your 
conscience and touch your heart, you have been restored 
to light and liberty. One of these acts is emblematical 
of that liberty which the virtuous enjoy when conscious 
of being disenthralled. from sensuality and passion; the 

NoTa 34." ** Keep In pcinembrance the signs and words Imparted to you, to 
ennbk ycm to tnUii- these courts, and to recognize and be recognized of your 
brctliren. Trifling a^ thc^ may seem to some, they are the key to our tceasures 
anil our mysteries- And In their use, remember that they arc pledges of secrecy 
to the brotherhood from you, and to you from us.** — Oroah^t Manual^ p. 96. 

UoTi SB. — **He who practices this charity and teaches It to others, shall be 
crowned with honor and come down to the grave In peace, with the fall Biiir 
aace ci » blessed fntim. "•^IfQnalcUon^s Focket CamfianUm^ p* 41. 
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other is emblematictil of the light of that tnith which 
reveals to us Love as the grand remedy for all social 
evils, as it is indeed the foandatioa of all good towards 
God or man. In this light we trust jou will ever walk; 
this liberty we hope yoa will ever maintain. It will be 
our duty — it is one of the great ends of our institution 
—to aid you in so doing. We claim the privilege, 
therefore, of watching over your conduct, not only in 
the lodge-roomi but in your inter coarse with the world 
at large. 

Noble Grand — The Conductor will introduce the can- 
didate to the acting Past Grand. [Noble Grand dis- 
robes.] 

Conductor — Worthy Past Grand, by direction of the 
Noble Graad I present to you this candidate for further 
instruction. 

PAST GBAKd's CH^tBGE. 

My friend: You are now initiated"*" into and made 
acquainted with the organization and work of a lodge 
of the Independent Order of Odd-fellows, and are recog- 
nized as a member. The iustitution of Odd-fellowship 
is progressive in its character. You have passed its 
threshold, and, after a reasonable probation, may ad- 



}^OTE S6.— **Ttae aelectlQU of &fcw iDdiTLdu&]& oat of tha ma£i to aatte theiD 
]n ASiaqcUtcd efloTta to? tlni dl^usioa of important prlndlpleBn and to o^Eercige 
ttem Id the praqtltie thereof t tliat tliey re^y become tbe teaoiicrB of otbera, ap- 
pears to be tlie method of Divine Frovldeneo ItscJf, 

*' Wben God dciermLaed to Instttulo amotig mco & purft worsbtp of blmaelf u 
*Gq^ uf the whole ciiT[:b,' ho called AUratn, of Ur^ la Chaldea*. to h^ hU 
■ friend* and agent ]d tha wort* Revealluff bEmscIf to the pflirl&reh, heeon- 
itltincd bEm the progenitor of that ' ehMcn people * wha Tfj&rc to ho the dcpoi- 
Itory of Dlvloe truth untH ihi world ahould be prupjired to rc^celv^ aqd prbCtLcit 
the myBterlesof bnmaa redi^inptloiiK Kvery preeantlon waa tabea to makeibefle 
select gd pupih of God 'a pecuHar tropic' They -were to be ' Odd- fellows' 
ftmouEj^ the Da.tion9< around tliflm, not only by hereditary dcacentn but also by & 
lingular form of govern inent. a slngulAr cods of law?^ fttid a slogulAr rttn&l <it 
worahfp, all adapted to keep ttiem from mlngllngf with other nations &iid adopting 
their Idolatries. The deco rations of their templi^ And tahernacle, the regalia oV 
Ibefr priesthood, the emblems fat their lost ruction^ wok all prescrlhed for th^m^ 
even to fontit color rrnd mEitcrlaL The mode for Initiating proselytes from other 
nitloriE w^? ele^rly defined, and eertaln physical defects and condJtioDfl of health 
were nif^e causuii of pe^pt^tu^ cxclualan from ''thA cOhcmKAtlon of IirtcL**^-* 
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Tail ce, step by step, through all its gradations until you 
sliaU have fully attaiiied a knowledge of its intrinsic 
excellencies, its adaptation for the promotion of good- 
will among men, and its fitness as a minister to the 
trials and adversities which are inseparable from human 
life. 

We have at this time a few general lessons to incul- 
cate, which, in addition to those you have received in 
your progress to this chair, will serve to give you proper 
views as to the character and true objects of Odd-fel- 
lowship. 

Odd -fellowship is founded upon that eternal principle 
which, recognizing man as a constituent of one univer- 
sal brotherhood, teaches him that as he came from the 
hands of a common Parent he is bound to cherish and to 
protect" his fellow man. It thus presents a broad plat- 
form upon which mankind may unite in offices of human 
benefaction. Under its comprehensive influences, 
all the nations of the earth may concentrate their ener- 
gies for the good of the common race. Based upon 
certain truths which are like axioms among all nations, 
tongues and creeds, its sacred tolerance presents a 
nucleus which, by its gentle influence, gathers within 
its orbit antagonistic natures, controls the elements of . 
discord, stills the storm and soothes the spirit of pas- 
sion, aud directs in harmony man's united eiBforts to 
fraternize the world. This is the great first principle 
of our fellowship, which we denominate fraternity; a - 
universal fraternity in the family of man. Our fore- 
fathers have wisely made this principle the comer-stone 

IJoTB 27. — ' * In all itie circuitifltftiiceB of life In which a brother may be placed, 
lit 1» td rece|vi3 the aEd^ tlie coiinic]. fn the protection of his fellow- member, not 
^u/0*«r m*rtl3^, ^t^at a right.*— Donaldson's Pocket Companion^ p. 18. 
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of Odd-fellowship." Upon its so!id basis the whole 
superstructure has securely rested, and, m we helieve^is 
destined immovably to repose until time shall benomore. 

From this principle we leiirn to regard the Greiit 
Author of our existence as oar Father," ** in whom 
alone we live and mo^e and have our beings to recog- 
nize each other as alike the offspring of the same 
Parent, aa the master-piece of his handiwork, and de- 
signed as such to reflect in our nature and relatioixa the 
image of Him after whose likeness man waa formed* 
We are, therefore, brothers; and in all our intercourse 
we illustrate the truthfulness of this profession by re- 
ciprocal relief and kindly offices to one another in the 
day of trial With the divisions and classifications of 
human society our Order holds no fellowship. While 
it inculcates a veneration for religion and subordination 
to civil government and its laws, it studiously avoids all 
affinity with systems of faith or sectsj whether religious 
or politicaL 

In becoming tm. Odd-fellow no sacrifice of your opin- 
ions, no change of your relations to the State, no 
loosening of the obligations which, as a good citizen, 
you owe to the laws and institutions under which you 
live, is required. 



K (Wm 38. — * ' FS ATERNITT r tliI»taour coraor-itooe. Upon Its iolltl bftsrs 
r<?iti ouf adperstriicturti. It fRachesi ua to reKftrfl thfi gn-'iif. fRinlly of BiflnkfnEi 
AM oar toreiLlirETij clilldjen cf one HcftTenly Ffttlicr, the Urput Auttit>r ot our €■*- 
lir^Dce* * Id whom wv 1K«t, and move, bud hiLVu oiif bela^'; and Cli«t we flTiiMiht 
Jn our conduct, re Sect tbe liuage of tbst Fstber. Rf ter wtioiu Mkeae»H mwi wa* 
formed."— iJ©fio;d>tfri*ff Po€k0i Uompamon, p. 33. 

KoTi Sl9.'-''ThQ Fatherhood (af Clotl nod Th« Brotherllo*d of mfta, Oieji, am 
the gTf*at prtijclplpfl of onr Ordtir, embodied Iti (he mottotia thereof, -In 6od we 
I runt,' wid ■ FrlPiadihlp, Love aM Truth.' To Mltietnito these prfncjph'ij oti the 
Itmltfid *caie prescTlbert hj" ImrDHn ahHUIcs atsd our peoiitilary reaparcei, we have 
I In loUffea^ eiich <if whieh 1^ a tniltunl tmpruvomciLt tSLd muta«L «li M40Cl> 
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Oil the contraiy, learn now and forever, that you can- 
not become an Odd-fellow, in spirit and truth, unless 
you are grateful to your Creator, faithful to your coun- 
try and fraternal to your fellow man. Within the walb 
of a lodge-room we meet for mutual counsel, the relief 
of distress, and the elevation'" of human character. 
With pure hearts and clean hands must we come to 
such offices. Strife and discord, party and sect, which 
create heart-burnings and divisions among men, are 
banished by our laws without this counsel; and if, per- 
chance, some thoughtless brother should so far wander 
from this injunction as to permit evil influences to con- 
trol hia actions, he must atone to the offended law. 
We war against vice in all its forms. Friendship 
toward man prompts the contest; the gentle influences 
of Love supply the weapons; Truth consecrates the 
eflfort and leads to victory. 

Such, my friend, are among the first principles of 
Odd-fellowship; its objects you will more clearly under- 
stand as yon advance in the order. If yon have become 
initiated into this institution from the influence of a 
too common error, namely, that Odd-fellowship is a 
mere beneficial society, having for its single purpose the 
relier* of its members in the struggle incident to human 
life — ^if you have united yourself with this great brother- 



NoTi 30,-"Tlic great duties of our order, tjr and througb whtch we aim to 
Improve and eialt t\\Q cTiaracter of onr meinhtra^ nre few In immbcr:—l. To 
Ttitt the ticlE- S. To relieve ttLcdlstreaBcd. 3. To bury the dead, i. To odn- 
tAto the orphan. To tliei^ we lidvc added, by chai'gea and obi lotion a. two 
otber^t viz., to aid the wtdow, and to exercise ovtir each other fratorBal Tratch- 
otM aDd moral dlacIpVlne**'— (?rc»*/t'fi Manttal.p. 83, 

HoTB Si.— '*FrBte™ity, therefore, Is tbe corner- stone on wblcli otJt fofB- 
fhtberibaied nur order; fratcmUy InthefauiITy of TnAnktrid, Illustrated fn our 
fhffllly, the lod^e and the order , A a aH men havo God for tbelr Father^ aH are 
tarfethren^ and we would J Mast rate this great fact In a^l our offices of mutual aI4, 
feUaf, Kjrmpatlir Hn«lbea«YQleQCQ." — Grosh't Manual^ p. 99, 
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hood from the promptings of idle curiosity, be at once 
undeceived. Mutual relief, it is true, is a leading office 
in our affiliation. To visit the sick, relieve the dis- 
tressed, to bury the dead and educate the orphan, is the 
command of our laws, and an imperative duty which 
Odd-fellowship enjoins. But these, although its fre- 
quent and almost daily ministrations, are but a tithe of 
the intrinsic virtues of our beloved order. We seek to 
improve and elevate the character of man — to imbue 
him with proper conceptions of his capabilities for 
good; to enlighten" his mind — to enlarge the sphere of 
his affections — in a word, our aim is to lead man to the 
cultivation of the true fraternal relation designed by 
the Great Author of his being. Brother, for by that 
endearing name you are now privileged to be hailed, I 
greet you as an Odd-fellow of the Independent Order, 

and welcome you as a member of Lodge No. — , 

under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of . 

May you ever be animated by the pure principles of 
Odd-fellowship, and may your life and conduct" afford 

Nora 82.— ••The order at founded by Brother Wlldey. was simply a humane 
Institution— Its main objects were to relieve brethren, bury the dead and care for 
the widow and orphan. But gradually there were infused Into Us lectures and 
charges much moral and (unsectarlan) religious Instruction; and at each revision 
these principles were Increased, and deepened, and strengthened, until its bene- 
ficial and relief measures, from being ends, have become means to a higher and 
greater end—* to Improve and elevate the character of man; to Imbue him with 
conceptions of his capability for good; to enlighten his mind; to enlarge the 
sphere of his affections, and thus to lead him to the cultivation of the true fra- 
ternal relations designed by the Great Author of his being.' Brother Wlldey 
planted the seed and cultivated the tree. It bore fruit richer and better than lie 
had anticipated. * He bullded better than he knew;' but as Founder and Arehl- 
tect he dwelt In the Temple which he had reared for more limited objeoti.' ' — 
QrotK't Manual^ p . 34. 

ITora 88.— •• May your Initiation and consequent practice aid in releatlag you 
Mm all blindness of moral vision, set you free from the fetters of Ignoraaee 
iOd error, and bring you from a death In selfishness Into a life of aetlve 1 
s and virtne. "— (?rofA'« Manual, p. 88. 
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no reproacii to the new character which you have this 
night voluntarily assumed. 

Noble Grand to Conductor— Condwo^tih^ candidate to 
the Secretary J where he will sign the Constitution. 

After tbis the candidate is \z\\ by tbe Conductor to tbc Icift-h&tid vide of tte 
IToble Grnnd'e chair, liud \n by blm privately luetructed la tbo Paaiword of 
tho term ftnd Its EiplanatJon* 

H© is then j^vea in cbargo of the Warden, with whom be will retire to the 
anteroom, without giving the Oounturaign, nnd be dothcd with « white 
Apri^ii, the proper regalia of an initiatory nieulbtT* 

The Warden will tt en enter and await the candidate, who wiU work hts 
way in by giving the Alarm and tbc Eiplft nation of the Paeaword^ 

On amvLny: al the center of the mora> ho will, with the Warden* fiddress 
the Nohlo Grand with the Connte reign, who will an a we r with the aaine algn ; 
turning to th& Vice Grand, hs will aadrcBq him with the Cotintcraignt who 
will also answer with the i^ame p-lgu^ 

The Word en will then lend him to the chair of the Noblo Grand, who wiU 
greet hin] UB a brother^ 

I^ohU Grand — Brother, I coogratulate you upon hav- 
ing worked your way into a lodge of our Order. I will 
now proceed to give you further instruction. 

SIGN OP DISTEESS. 

Place the open right hand palm downward on the top 
of the head, raise the hand upward about nine inches; 

drop the hand 
to the head; 
this do three 
'times; the 
hand after be- 
ing placed on 
the head ia to 
be raised and 
replaced o n 
the head tbree 
times; then 
drop the hand 
to tile Bide* 
Answer — ex- 

Sign or" Die I re Bs, Answer. tend the hands 

at arm^s length off from the sides and at right angles to 
the body, palms outward; pause a moment and drop the 
hands to the side; this is not repeated. 

Explanation— -^YiB Sign of Distress giyes information 
to a brother at a distance that a brother of the Order \^ 
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in want of assistance. The answer is given by a brother 
who shall observe and recognize the Sign and denotes a 
readiness to give the requisite aBaistance, When this* 
Sign cannot be observed the brother in distress may nst* 
the wordB^^ Give ear, Oye Heavens P^ which words must 
be pronounced in full and not the initiaU thereof, 

THE SIGN OF BECOGNITION. 

^T&t — When a. brother shall desire to be recognised 
a 3 an Odd-fellow by a member of 
the Order; he shall grasp with his 
right hand the lapel of his coat, 
the hand being placed over the 
right nipple, the thumb extended 
upward. Second — An Odd^fellow 
observing this Sign shal 1 recognize 
and answer the same by taking 
hold of the right lapel of his coat 
with his left hand, the Baino being 
also placed over the right nipple, 
thumb concealed beneath the coat 
2yi*W— When the brother who 
made the Sign shall observe the 
answer he shall advance to the 
person making the answer and 
extend to bim bis right hand^ which the person (if he 
be an Odd- fellow) shall accept and shake with his right 
hand and at the same time shall ask, Are you looking for 
me? when the other shall respondj For yon* 

If either of the brothers should be at the time without 
a coat he shall place hia hand on his person in the same 
position, the challenging brother with his fingers turned 
under, the brother answering with his thumb concealed 
in the palm of his baud, 

YoTiNa Sign— The right hand uplifted, 

Noble Grand^la the nee of the gavel, odc hlow {^oble Grand glvcfi OPe 
rap) cfills tha lodg^ to order, or lieaie it whi^a fitaadlng;, three bla^va (^ivtiB 
TldeiJi) call np tkii lodgtj. The cuiitlidati^ l^ mtiJe to fate the Vite Grand. 

Noble (JraTtd — Office re auti lirothers, 1 now iii traduce to yoa hrothci.. ,^ ., .« 
and cemmeud him to your friendtihit) and prot^ctloa* 




Sign of Kecogoj 



Auiawer. 



CHAPTER V. 

Ihixiatoby De&Abil 

CLOSHra OEREMOKIES. 

Noble Grand (three raps, all rise)— Officers and broth* 
ers^ I will tkank you to rise and assist me in closing the 
lodge. 

BONG. 

firothert, we tkank: you «U >: 

For itU your frleudJr CisU 

Our hearts to fsbeerj *' 

U&yPeAcc her tnltiEace Bbed> 
And beaven ItB wLag oqtBpFt*4f 
* To guard eacb brother'i he^ 

From pai& and fear. 

Good-utgbti and as you £io. 
Bear beace, and fally ihow 

St&mped oa your brcaati, 
Tlie 4eal of FrJendsblp pare, 
And Iidve thrau^h Iffu t^ eodurat 
And Truth, which BtllL tecnn 

WJtbboDOr reati. 

Noble Grand — Vice Grand, I will thank you to per- 
form the last duty of your station. 

Vice Gra nd^Brethren, we thank you for your at- 
tendance this evening, and inrite the company of as 
many of you as can make it convenient to attend at 
any future meeting. 

Noble Grand — Warden, what is the last duty of your 
station P 
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Warden — ^It is to collect the regalia and deposit it in 

its proper place. 

Noble Grmul—GtuBJciian, what 13 the last duty of your 
station? 

Guardian — It is to open the door, that the brothers 
may depart in peace. 

Noble Grand — I will thank you to do that duty as 
soon as the lodge is closed. 

Guardian — I will. 

Noble Grand— 'Bhghi Supporter, I will thank you to 
perform the last duty of yoar station. 

Right Supporter — By desire of our Noble Grand, I 

proclaim this lodge closed until next lodge night, at 

o'clock, when it will be re-opened for the transaction of 
such business as may be lawfully brought before the 
lodge, and for the diffusion of the principles of benev- 
olence and charity. 

Noble Grand (one rap, repeated by Vice Grand)^!^ 
therefore, declare this lodge closed. ^ 



ANALYSIS INITIATORY DEGREE. 

''BrlblDgi DMdlng and Amuslag''* the Si^aret of Bubjueattati — Reltgloa ^ad Bf^t* 
merisni— The Lcaioa ol SubmloBJon Alrpucly Bf:ifua— TLe Nnadery— Tha 
Fajtacy Koqpb Its Votaries SuTjinlflBive and BuBy— Odd- fellowship AUd KTflry 
F&lfte Bellgton lAu^l^ Do ttia Sutiiu — Evt^rj LaJtlatiua n Meotal Debi.ach— > 
Ifobcfl ftad Masks— The Ort!att?flb MyaLtiry oi the Lodge— One fitapendQug 
Masft of Dreary N'gnauTtaa— An IIIiiBEratlvo Pardllc;! tci tbo Lodge Amaoff 
Kel^bbors— An Ordor F^qtQ^dj;Il^ la Unlta MKHlcJnd In a Uoirerfljil Brother- 
boodt yet CouccnllQ^ ItH£:ir Frain MaoMnd—It; Claimfl io Brlog Men Out at 
BUndaevqa^d Bondage toto the LUterty of tbe B^tu of God— A ContanipttblQ 
Fur(lt^ Prefacfld by Pruyur and Cotioluded with na Ddfl^Oidy Oda Eiplaah- 
tlon of il& FaiclnAtton Owr Mea^ThRb ExplaD&tloa Found In Its RillflouB 
Cbar&ciiir and Satanic UoadBbEp— Treating the CercmonlcB at Nonaenae a 
ereat H^fitake— Erery &ucb Order a Ga£SW*y Ol FfirdlLlOli, Throaaed by 
LeglotiB of EtII ipinta. 

Tamehlaite had three arts by which he subdued and 
subjugated maukiud: bribiug, dividiug, and amuaing. 
Odd-fellowship bribes men by the hope of benefits; 
divides its members from outsiders and those of one 
degree from another by secrecy, and amuses them by 
ceremonies- 

What redeems these opening ceremonies from weari- 
some stupidity, is their religious character. All beyond 
the Outside Guardian, hoodwink aud pledge of secrecy 
is worship, and puts and holds the mind in a postan 
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for receiving the mesmeric or spiritual influence of the 
system and of the spirits who inhabit and wield it. 
They, also, in apparently harmless and unimportant 
particulars, commence the perpetual lodge lesson of 
submission and obedience to superiors. This is calcu- 
lated, by degrees, to wean the mind of the initiate from 
the open and free subordination to law, government, 
and the religion of Christ, by a weekly night-drill in 
obedience to another system, unknown to the true God, 
—the secret empire of " the god of this world." 

Walking, as a visitor, through the Gray Nunnery at 
Montreal, and a convent at Quebec, I saw beautiful 
young females busy at their devotions in inaccessible 
galleries in sight from the chapel floor. In a long hall 
or corridor I saw pale, wan women in a row on one side^ 
working with their needles under the eye of a lady 
superior, like convicts under keepers; and, on the other 
side of the apartment, a row of ninety cots, beside each 
of which, sitting or kneeling, were extremely aged 
people whose lips movied in silence as they counted 
their beads. The Papacy keeps its votaries submissive 
and busy, Odd^fellowship, like every false system of 
religion, must do the same; and these ^""opening ceremo- 
nies^'* which cover six or seven pages in describing them, 
— ^though a single paragraph might answer the ends of 
opening the lodge — are an initiatory drill of subjection, 
copied, in some parts, nearly verbatim from the opening 
of a Masonic lodge. Every such initiation is a mental 
debauch, operating on mind like tricks, sorcery and 
fortune telling. 



But the chief power of this fool's-play of despotiBin 
is in the robes of the officers — scarlet, blue, black and 
white, with caps the color of their robes, while the 
members' faces are all covered with masks. This scene, 
in a lighted hall, at night, guarded by sentinels, and all 
under such balderdash names as *^ Odd-fellow," *^ Noble 
Grand," and the like, forms a hocus-pocus invented in 
sport by ignorant English operatives in 1813, to give 
zest to their idle hours and relish to their cups. The 
trick took like Aaron^s calf- worship. The cunning 
have joined it for the sake of its funds; the ambitious, 
for its votes, and " behold, the world is gone after it." 

And this is Odd-fellowship 1 which numbers its mem- 
pjers by hundred thousands, and reckons its revenues by 
millions! What is it? Where is'* the hiding of its 
power?" To one class of thinking minds, the greatest 
mystery of the lodge is that sensible, fair-minded men 
can repeat its twaddle, wear its gew-gaw finery, and 
obey its puerile regulations. Dr, Leonard Bacon baa 
said of the Masonic institution: ^^It seems to me one 
stupendous mass of dreary nonsense/' And yet Presi- 
dents of this Republic have been Masons and Odd-fel- 
lows, and to say they have joined the lodges for popu- 
larity is to confess their power over civilized mind in 
the leading nations of the earth. 

A handful of neighbors in a hall, at night, get an* 
other neighbor as a candidate for initiation. He is 
taken into an ante-room, asked his name, residexue, 
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oooupation, age, lodge relations, health, and belief in a 
" Supreme Intelligent Being." His answers are taken 
down and signed by his name. He then begins to be 
pledged to conceal what is to happen to him in the 
lodge, which gives a devil's dignity to the unknown 
trifles before him. He is blindfolded and led in, lectured, 
chained, and threatened with binding " to the stake." 
In this plight he is led around, his blind taken off, and 
he confronted with a grinning human skeleton, with 
flaming torches held each side. His captors then re- 
peat some school-boy lessons on death. Hoodwinked 
again, he is led to one ofiKcer after another, his blinder 
being put on and off, till the Vice Grand orders the 
chains off and re-pledges him, with his hand on his 
heart, to conceal the whole work of the lodge, and not 
to wrong it.^ He is then farther lectured, twaddled, 
charged, told the falsehood that " Odd-fellowship pre- 
sents abroad platform upon which mankind may unite,'' 
when he is just now pledged, and afterward sworn, to 
conceal the whole thing called Odd-fellowship from 
that very " mankind " who are to unite on its platform. 
He is now hailed as a brother, and told that Odd-fellow- 
ship is not " a mere beneficial society;" that its aim is 
" to elevate man," and " lead him to cultivate the true 
fraternal relations designed by the Great Author of his 
being" (See the degree); that, in short, it is a religion; 
that it will bring men out of the blindness of error and 
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the chains o£ sin, into the liberty of the aona of God- 
And this contemptible farce is preceded by a solemn 
prayer to the god of the lodge, and closed with an ode 
on friendship, love and truth. ThLs is Odd-fellowship, 
and the whole of it, the farther degrees being but repe- 
titions of similar doses. 

There is but one possible explanation of the fact that 
hundreds of thousands of grown, rational men repeat 
this farrago weekly, and from year to year. It is that 
Satan is its god, and that he imposes these and other 
pagan puerilities on njan^ made in the image of God 
and redeemed by Christ, to avenge himself on the God 
whom he hates for easting him and his angels out of 
heaven; to travesty the Christian religion and shut the 
only door of hope for man through Christ, by opening 
false doors leading to himself- To treat such a system 
B^ frivolous ^* nonsense ^* is to commit a dreadful mis- 
take. If " the heavens and earth " were now in flames 
— 2LS they one day will be (2 Pet, 3: 7) — if one only 
bridge of escape, built by Christ, could give safety to 
those fleeing from the conflagration of the worlds and a 
revolted angel should set open false doors, promising to 
lead to Paradise, but actually leading to hell, ** where 
their worm dieth not and their fire is not quenched " 
— such is the door of every secret lodge* Every pagan 
shrine, or temple, or man-made rehgion, is such a gate- 
way of perdition, no matter what the worships are 
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made of, or what frivolities are practiced within them. 
Legions of devils give them their mesmeric power over 
mind; and while the motives of the worshipers are as 
various as their callings and hopes. '* their way is as 
darkness; they know not at what they stumble/'— Pmi^- 
4:19. 



CHAPTER VL 
FiBST, oa Dhgeee ob FTtnuNDsmp/* 

GEKEBAi REGULATIONS. 
Adopted by tlu Sov&reiffn Grand LodgB, I. 0. 0. ^., SiAsi&n qfldSO. 

When subordinate lodges open in the degrees for the 
purpose of balloting for or conferring the degrees, the 
titles of the officers shall be the same as in the Initiatoiy 
Degree; and the officers shall, respectively, occupy the 
aame chairs as in the Initiatoiy Degree. 

No officer or member can enter a lodge open and 
working in the degrees, without addressing the presid- 
ing officer, except the Conductor when he enters or re- 
tires with a candidate; nor can any officer or member 
retire without addressing the presiding officer with the 
proper sign. All voting is by the voting sign, unless 
otherwise provided. 

Working Lodges must close in the Initiatory Degree 
before opening in the higher degrees. 

In voting to advance brethren to the degrees, when 
the ballotiug takes place, the lodge must be opened in 
the particular degree applied for, and when balloting, 
the ballot-box shall be placed on a pedestal near the 
ceuter of the room, and the Noble Grand shall supervise 
the balloting* 

Viyjm H.— " Tbe chitt atitihut^ 9f our fraternity are Benevolenee. Brotli«r' 
If L«T« and Charitr*''— (?r**A'f MantuU^p, 109. 
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The right of a lodge to grant two or more degrees to 
1 brother at the same time 13 left for local legislation. 

A lodge can confer the degrees upon a member of 
another lodge, provided he presents a certificate of his 
lodge that they have been voted him and paid for, with 
a request that they be conferred. 

In all the degrees three raps call up the lodge and 
one rap seats the lodge. 

The dramatic parta of the degrees should be acted 
quite slowly. Proper pauses should occur between each 
event in the drama, so that the candidate may be duly 
impressed with each incidentp 

The work in the degrees must be done in regular 
iLumerical sequence, closing in one degree and opening 
in another, according to the number of the degrees. 

Any number of candidates may receive the First 
Degree at the same time, and in the Second Part, when 
David and Jonathan kneel, members should be assigned, 
one to each of the other candidates, who shall kneel 
with him and clasp hands in proper form and unite in 
the covenant. Such members may be styled Assistant 
Outside Conductors. 

Upon closing a Subordinate Lodge in the Initiatory 
Degree, the lodge must open in the Third Degree, and 
in that degree the minutes must be read and acted upon ; 
then, after balloting iu or conferring the First or Sec- 
ond degrees, the lodge must re-open in and close from 
the Third Degree, 

DEGEEE LODGES." 

In a regularly-constituted Degree Lodge, the titl es of 

yoTO 35,— ^^Beflree Lod^ea were eBtabllehoa Id 18SS9h b^ thfl Grand Lodge of 
BemzurlTAtilA. Prior tn tblit dcgreea were t;otif erred In the ]{>dg«-TOom on Sun- 
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the officers shall be Degree Master (who occupies the 
principal chair), Deputy Degree Master (who occupies 
the chair of Vice Graud), First, Second, Third and 
Fourth Assistant Degree Masters, whose stations are to 
the right and left of the Degree Master and the Deputy 
Degree Master; Past Grand, Warden, ConductoA Secre- 
tary, Treasurer, Outside Guardian and Inside Guardian, 
whose positions are the same as in the Subordinate 
Lodge. 

Where the title of Noble Grand is used in a Subordi- 
nate Lodge, that of Degree Master is to be substituted 
in a Degree Lodge, 

A Degree Lodge shall also have such other officers as 
the degrees may require. 

In all other respects a Degree Lodge may do anything 
which a Subordinate Lodge may do when working in 
the degrees, for the purpose of conferring them in a 
proper manner. 

OPEHIS'G GEEEMOMTES. 

The opening Oermnomes are ih& sam^ in the Fir$t^ S^c^nd and 
Third Degrees, with very slight nariatiom. 

Afl lUted on psft^TSi, theofflceri of & **SnboT(HniitG Lodg^," when tysntenlBK 
the '*d«jrreefl,'' tetaiD the Humtj tltleu aa In (.he Uiltlatory Degree; hut m aUte4 
■boT^H In a reifultr ** Degree Lodgt," the Noble Grand la termed "Degree 
Mftiter," Vice GTandf '* Deputy DsKx^e Master/' etc 1 bcucc the two Eltlea ^Lron 
la thli chapter. 

At the time appointed for opening a Degree Lodge in 
the degrees, the proper officer shall take the chair, and, 
after calUng to order^ with one rap^ will proceed to open 
the lodge as follows: 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — Officers and broth- 
ers, we are about to open the lodge in the First Degree 
for the transaction of busiue^^* If any one present ia 



not qualified to ait with us in this Degree, he will pldasB 
retire* 

Nobh Grand {or Degree Mastery^The Inaide Guardian 
will close the door, arid the brethren will please clothe 
themselves in appropriate regalia*" No one will be 
admitted during the opening ceremony. 

Inside Guardian — Noble Grand (or Degree Master), 
the door is secured. 

Noble Grand {or Degree Maatir) — Warden, examine 
the brothers in the lodge-room in the password of the 
First Degree, and in the password and explanation of 
the current term* [It is not required of the Warden 
or either of the Guardians to respond to brothers by 
giving any portion of the passw^rd^- 

Warden — Noble Grand (or Degree Master), I have 
eicamined the brothers and find them all correct and 
duly qualified to sit with us in this degree* 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — ^Vice Grand (or 
Deputy Degree Master), what is your duty in the lodge ? 

Vice Grand (or Deputy Degree Master)— To assist you 
according to my ofiSce in any work which may lawfully 
come before the lodge^ and to aid you in preserving 
order- 

Nobis Grand {or Degree Master) — Secratary, what is 
your duty ? 

Secretary — To keep accurate minutes of the proceed- 
ings of this lodge; to receive all moneys due the lodge, 
and piiy the same to the Treasurer- [Proceedings of 
lodges, when opened in particular degrees for the pur- 
pose of conferring degrees or for balloting for degrees. 



Kdte 90. — **Ont of cttr u*ot of Teea^llk. 1» to tuch ui to biware Iiow wa 
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are recorded in a distinct minute or record book.] 

Nbhle Grand (or Degree Master) (rising) — Officers 
and brothersj we have met for the purpose of transact- 
ing bufiineBB in the degrees, in which I trust I shall 
receive your fraternal assistance and cordial co-opera- 
tion. The interest of the Degree Lodge depends greatly 
npon the prompt attendance, strict attention "und gen- 
tlemanly deportment of the members. It is your duty 
to remain until the work for which we have assembled 
shall have been completed, and to aid me with your 
presence and support. It is my duty to preserve order 
and to see that our work conforms to the laws and 
regulations of the Sovereign Grand Lodge of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd-fellows; but I feel confident that 
I shall not be under the necessity of exercising any re- 
straining authority on the present occasion. 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) (three raps)-Brothers, 
rise and advance the sign of the First Degree. 




SIGN, 

The Sign is made as follows — extend the 
fingers of the right hand; place the thumb 
inside of, and parallel with, the first fin- 
ger; carry the hand to the brow, with the 
thumb resting on the left temple; draw a 
line across the forehead (fingers touching) 
uDtil the end of the thumb reaches the 
right temple describing a bow, then drop 
the hand. 



sign Deefee of 
Prieadiklp. 



OPENINQ GEEEMOJ^IES. Si 

Nolle Grand (or Degree Master) — Warden, declare 
the lodge opened. 

Warden — By direction of the Noble Grand (or 
Degree Master), I declare this lodge duly opened in the 
First Degree, for the transaction of such business as 
may be lawfully brought before it. 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — Officers and broth- 
ers, so be it. 

^«-" So be it." 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge.) 

RAISING OR REDUCING THE LODGE. 

When It Is necessary to close the Degree Lodge In any of the degrees, with the 
Intention of opening in another degree. It Is done as follows: 

Noble Grand (three raps, all rise) — Brothers, we are 
about to close the lodge in the Degree, to be re- 
opened in the Degree, for the purpose of con- 
ferring the same {or to ballot for the degree). 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — Warden, declare 
the lodge closed accordingly. 

Warden — By direction of the Noble Qrand (or Degree 

Master), 1 declare the lodge closed in the Degree, 

to re-open in the Degree. 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — Officers and broth- 
ers, so be it. 

^^^-"Sobe it." 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge). 

Should it become necessary to open the Degree Lodge 
in any other degree during the meeting, it shall be done 
as follows; or when a Subordinate Lodge has closed in 
the Initiatory to open in the degrees, the following form 
shall be used: 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — Brothers, we are 
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about to open the lodge in the Degree, The 

Warden will exam me in the x>a9 sword of the degree. 
[The order ia obeyed.] 

Warden — Noble Grand (or Degree Mftster), I have 
examined the brothers and find them correct. 

Noble Grand (three raps) — The brethren will rise and 
advance the sign of the Degree. Warden, de- 
clare the lodge duly opened in this degree. 

Warden — By direction of the Noble Grand (or De- 
gree Master)^ I proclaim this lodge duly opened in the 

Degree, for the transaction of such business as 

may be lawfully brought before it. 

Noble Grand (or Degree Master) — Officers and broth* 
ers» so be it. 

All—'' So be it/' 

Nobh Qrand — (one rap, mating the lodge.) 



CHAPTER VIL 

FiEST, OE Degree of FErBNi>SHiP." 

nHTIATlON.*" 

Part L 

In c{}TiiiM!tloD with tbc opeiitn^ ceremonies, pace 78, attentloii wai Cftlled t9 
tha fAct thAl in '*Do^r€^ Lodges" tbe titles Assumod by tba oMcers arc llfferent 
frtitn ttLD&e used La the ^uboriUnate Lodg'c, Wc here ubh the SubordlDAto Lodga 
tJtlee entirely. 

Tbe Ncibl& Grand bartng appointed &n Outafdu Conducts r, dlructH htm to r&Ute 
Eothft auu^room^ recBlve and latrodnce the candid &te without Ultodfoldlog him. 
As tbe Outside Gouduetar retires, be luuat saluEe ^'cbecbalr'* (Noblo Qraad) 
witb the i\£Q of the de^tei:, when he proceeiis at oace to tbe ante-roam ami comes 
to tbo Inald* door of tbo lodBe-room. 

Outside Conductor — (with candidate; three raps on 
door). 

Inside Grtiardian — Noble Grand, there ia an alarm at 
the door. 

Noble Grand — Attend to the alarm. 



NoTH Sin — " The Fi^st D^^ae teaohea thflloreHiiMa of cliarity, as manifested 
by a benevolent heart, feeUn^ good- will to &!!, and warm sympathy far the afflict- 
ed. Tbe Second Degree teaches the devotion of f raternBl love In a coyeaant for 
mutual relief. The Third Degree exhibits the same friendship, not as expecting 
mutuality of benefits, but self -saorlflclng, tested by adversity, exercised toward 
brethren who may be strangers, though members of the great family of Odd- 
fellowship."— G'roiA'* Mawualyp. 131. 

NoTB 88.— *' By the most beautiful lessons, we Instruct him in those great 
principles whleh will not only inform his own mind and render more susceptible 
to goodness his own heart, but will enable him. If he so wills, to became an apt 
teacher and ready example to others, In all those Tlrtoes that adork anA biflia 
hnmanlfe/ **— Gr««A*« Manual, ji.SBb 



ttl DIGBKB OP FEISNDSMtP* 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket)^- Who comes 
there? 

Outside Conductor — A brother Trho, having beea ini- 
tiated, now seeks to ohtain the mysteries" of the Firat 
Degree of Odd-fellowskip. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — Noble Grand, 
a brother, having been initiated, now seeks to obtain 
the mjBteries of the First Degree of Odd--fellow8hip. 

Noble Grand — Why does he seek to obtain these 
mysteries? 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket) — ^Why does he 
seek to obtain the mysteries? 

Outside Conductor — Because he wishes to be more 
fraternal/" 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — Because he 
wishes to be more fraternal. 

Noble Grand — Admit him^ then, in friendship, which 
is the bond of fraternity/* [Candidate is admitted and 
conducted before the Noble Grand]. 

Outside Conductor — Noble Grand, I present to yon 
(give the candidate's name), a worthy brother, who, 
having been duly elected, seeks to obtain the mysteries 
of this degree. 

Noble Grand (rising) — Brother, in presenting your- 
self for advancement in our order, it becomes my duty 
to remind you of the importance of the step you pro- 



KoTB B».— "*Tbe BolemDitles of Lnmatton mBy be nOTel* «ven aUrtlliiif by 
iheir novel tr,"—G'riJ«A'j Manual, p. 88, 

Knm 40. — '* All our opoTatlooJi are designed to lend e&ch other to tho knowl- 
edge; and prAotlcQ of tbo true brotheriiood of mMi,'^^Gr<^fh''s Manit-aly p, 100. 

NoiTs ^t ,^'*Odd-fellowshLp Js a mlntatUTG reitreaebtatlon^ among dl clioiea 
few. of that rtatemltj- which God hee Instituted Htnong >oo.'^— ffroJA'# j 
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pose to take^ and to caution you against making en- 
gagements that you may be unwilling to fulfill , or, for 
the gratification of idle curiosity, taking upon youraelf 
obligations which may hereafter prOTe burdensome. It 
will be necessary before you receive this degree for you 
to take a solemn obligation, pledging yourself not to 
disclose any of its mysteries to persons whom yon do 
not know to be lawfully in possession of them^ and 
binding yourself to the performance of the duties pre- 
scribed in this degree, so far as it may be in your power 
to perform them. Have you duly considered the sub- 
ject, and are you now prepared to advance? [If candi- 
date answers in the affirmative, the Noble Grand con- 
tinues]; 

Noble Grand — Then place yourself in the attitude 
in which yon were initiated into this order, and repeat 
after me (Noble Grand calls up the lodge by three raps); 

OBLlOATlOIf, DEGEEE OF FRIBIfDSHIP. 

I, , in the presence of the covenanted 

brothers of the Degree of Friendship here assembled, 
do solemnly promise, that I will never improperly 
divulge the secrets of the degree about to bo intrusted 
to my keeping; and I hereby pledge myself to help and 
Bupport*my afflicted and persecuted brother, and warn 
him of approaching danger, whether it be from his own 
imprudence or from the evil designs of others, or from 
some accidental cause. I will point out bis advantage" 
and interest, where they do not conflict with the rights 



KoTs 4S. — ^'RcmemtiGr that wbea od the largteg watara of bamts Elfe, far 
from h^Yon a^id from homn, yon m&y aammoQ. my brotber to your aLd. Bat 
forget not, aJso, that th« o^]LKatloii U miitniir Wboayoo an (tunipioDeil, you 
LifiQ Ate bo and to ty dnd *flve your parlahJuc brotbor from slnkti;^ In i 
OrQth'9 MuJiuul, p, 100. 
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of others, if it should be in my power so to do< I will 
protect his property, assist his family, defend his char- 
acter and save his life and limb^ should opportunity 
offer. To the faithful performance of all which I pledge 
my sacred honor. 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge). 

Noble Grand (to candidate) — ^Are you willing to submit 
to the ordeal by which you may become a brother of 
this degree? 

Candidate answers. 

Noble Grmid (to the Outside Conductor) — Let the 
brother be taken to the ante-room, that he may re-enter 
and take his next step in fraternity* [Outside Conductor, 
without stopping to salute the *' chair " with the sign, 
conducts candidate to the ante-room, when he blindfolds 
him and comes with him to the doorj. 

Part IL 

Outside Conditctor — {three raps on inside door). 

Inside Guardian — Noble Grand, there is an alarm at 
the door. 

Noble Grand — Attend to the alarm. 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket)— Who comes 
there? 

Outside Condmtor — A brother who is ready to receive 
the mysteries of this degree. 

KoTi 4S. — ■*Lct him act -wftinlor thnt he ie jtt unahlc to behoTd Btendllr thii 
I igtlt through I urrouBdlnf; da rkn oriB . M nn adTaacea sr&du ally 1 n 1 Ight and tnowl - 
edgf?. But how can Irn apply ihesE? prlnclplci of fratemt^y ao Eka to dnllghten aod 
llUcrati.^ biB ovn lot]], then eu]J([htcTi the dark&eGa aod isreak the boDda of otherAi 
and 10 hasten the Qomltiff <A t\i\^i a^^ when ttili Aceldd^ma Jihall be a tiloisomlag 
Pftradlse, and cl&iUtnK Inter^^aU and ^BTT^ne strifes fflve placa ta a uoJvfrBaL 
ntdoD ot aU flnQTgle^ foi- thfi eenaral VQod, %A a conuQ unity of bapplAMt amd 



b^ 



GrrriATioN* IT 

Inside Gimrdian (closing the wicket) — Noble Grand, 
a brother is ready to receive the mysteries of this 
degree. 

Noble Grand — What is his name? 

luEide Guardian (opening the wicket)— What 13 his 
name? 

Outside Conductor — David , the son of Jesse, 

Inside Guardian {closmg the wicket)— David, the son 
of Jesse* 

Noble Grand — Why comes he here? 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket) — ^Why comes 
he here ? 

Outside Conductor — To visit Saul, king of Israel. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — To visit Saul, 
king of Israel, 

NohU Grand — Admit him to the presence of the king. 

Nohle Grmid — (three raps-^ all rise), 

Tbe O'titefde Conductor e^te^a with tUfi caadldato^ and conduotB htm to tha 
mtddJe tt the tooh^ faelnfl tbo Hoble GrAnd. Atter a paufte, tie ezclalou rtv^- 

Qui side Conductor — Hail to the king! 

Nof^le Grand (as king) — Welcome, son of Jesse ! Thou 
hast smitten mine enemies and brought me the spoils 
of vie tory. 

The Lodge (led by Warden) — Saul has slain his 
thousands, and David his tens of thousands ! 

Noble Grand (as king) — This is treason to the king ! 
Ho! my guards! I will smite him with the sword! 

Htr« ft »W0Td or ^amn heavy eubatancQ ti thmini down hf ttie alie of tkie oati' 
dldHte. 

The Lodge (led by M/arden)— Flyl— Away I— He will 
kill thee! Away! Away! 

The Out aide Canducior hurrlo^ thG t^audldate eatlrtljr ftrouDd tha iQdfffl^room; 
tbeo wUtlDf stawly^ be Eh nioi; me&r tha VtcQ Gruid^i oh&lr bjr tb£ luiLdc Ooa~ 
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Inside Conductor (laying his hand upon the shoulder 
of the candidate)— David, I am thy friend ; my father 
seeketh to kiU" thee; now, therefore, take heed and 
abide here- I will go and stand by my father, and what 
I see I will tell thee. Hide thyself by the stone Eisel; 
I will shoot three arrows on its side as though I shot at 
a mark. And will Bend a lad, saying, ** Go, find the 
arrows/^ If I say to him, *^ Behold, the arrows are Ott 
this side of thee/' then come thou, for there is peace to 
thee, and no hurt; but if I say to the lad, " Behold, the 
arrows are beyond thee," go thy way. 

Noble Grand— {oue rap, seating the lodge)- 

The InaTde Gondii ctor^ u JoDttbfln* gaQt awby, And the OutBliti^ CoDdnctor 
le&dB tbe cundldttte oacB entire If amtmii the lodfe-rodm, baiting at the stde ot 
uid Dfiar tUe middle ot th^ room, wUcro «E>methlii£ rupreaeatlng Cbe Btone £zel U 
placed' 

Outside Conductor — Let ua hide by this rock. 

Inside Co7iductor (as Jonathan, from opposite side of 
the room, after a pause, loudly) — Here, lad, find out the 
arrows that I shoot, [Twangs his bow loudly several 
times, then shoots three blunt arrows]. 

Sight Scene Supporter (as lad, standing between 
David and Jonathan, loudly) — Where are they? 

KOTX 4i. — '* 1 B&QiucI xtx; 1-T: And Saul fipalce Lcr Jon&tliBiL hie Ban, and to nil 
tilB lurrantr, ttiat tliey abould kill Unrld^ But Joniitliaii, Saur^ iotL, deLlfftited 
mDGh Ja David; and JonbtliAD told David, fiaflogk 8auli my father^ eeektitb to 
IdU thee. Now, Uiereforic, I pt^j thee, take heod to tbyiolf until tbe mornings 
and mblde In a secrei pUce^ and Tilde iby &^if : and L wlil go out and aLaDd bealde 
raj fitber tn tte Held wbtire tbtin art, and I wllJ ooniraiine wlih my father of 
theci and what I lec, tliat I wfll tell tbce* And Jonathan apak^ good of UavLd 
onto Saul blfl fatber, and J9ald unto tilm. Let not rbe kln^ stn ag^lnit tile iervant, 
affatnit Dayld; becanae lie baETi not cloned A^aloat tbee, and becLuae hla work* 
hare been to tbee-ward Tcry good- For tie did put bla Hffi io b!fl band, and slew 
tlifl PbLlIatLne, &nd tbeLoBD WTOUgbE a gn^at Balvattonforall UrA^U thou laweit 
lit and dldat rejotoe ; ThiToforc^ then, wilt tbou jId agalmt iDnocent blood ta 
Hlay DftTld without a imnsc? And SeiuI bearfccncd unto the voice of Jonathan, 
uid Saul awitre, Aj the Lorid Itvetb he aball not bo iIbId. And Jonfttban ealleA 
Davtdt and Jonathan ahowtid h^m all thone thlnpr, and Jonnfhan hrougbt Dartd 
to&auX^ and he waa Id hli prcKQCe aa la ttm<!s past/^— ffr<»«AV JfaniMJ, p, 117^ 



Inside Conductor — Are not the arrows beyond thee? 
Make baste I speed ! stay not \ 

Inside Conductor (after waiting for lad to riin and get 
the arrows) — Here, lad, take this bow and arrows ; go, 
carry them to the city. 

Right Scene Supporter (as lad, near the inside door of 
tbe lodge-rooni) — I go, my noble prince. 

After a length; paasef the OutaLde Conductor ^cuds the CAUdltlAte arouod tha 
rootn, and halta near the middle of tbe Lodge -rooiii» Where tbe; arc met ^y the 
Inaldc Conductor as Jonath«Ji- 

Inside Conductor (as Jonathan, laying his hand upon 
the shoulder of the candidate) — David, son of Jesse, 
behold my father would kill** thee, and yet I lore thee 
as my own souL Let ua swear the one to the other in 
friendship forever. 

The Inside Conductor (as Joofltbiti) Icoeeln down utt^iQ ^^a right Icnoe^ ajid tlic 
OutAlde Condnctor caaiCft the candUlaro alao to ^cel In the eame manner, with 
hli face t^ the Insldo Conductor^ tholr \^tl knecA touchlngr^ and. their rjgbt handi 
clafi[K;d. 

The Inalde Ccudactor (aa JonHthan)^ tind the Outside Conductor for tho can- 
dJdftte, slovrlri. (Olemnlf and together utter the followtn; : 

The Lord be betv^reen me and thee, and between my 
seed and thy seed forever. 

The candidate and the Inilde Conductor cohtlnac kneeUnf> the lodge Is called 
ap, and being led by the Cb^^pTaLa or WArdon, repeat this coTeneukt slowly *> 
f oIlowB : 

The Lodge — The Lord be between me and thee, and 
between thy seed and my seed forever. 

The Inatde Conduetor and the candidate &r1ae and the Inntde Coadnetor retire!^ 
The candidate la thea faced towards rhe Vice Gniud. 

YicB ffr«w^— Hail to the covenant of friendship!** 

NflTB 45, — **BiitMODn tbecTll spirit a^tn came upon Ban], and bis attempts 
«D Dayld'fl Itfo compelled the joung man to See to Samuel In Bamah/'— &rOflA> 
Manual, p. lit. 

HoTH 445.^*' Thla tcHcheTof past agea t]^ sars that Friendship, Love and 
Truth are not only a iaf^^iiat-d^ but a remedy for all the social and moral evtls 
that alQlnt our rAce.'^'^Grogh''i Manital, p. Ofl. 
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CdUcUilate i& made to face the Paet Qraitd- 

Past Grand — Hail to the covenant of frieDdBhip! 

Candidnte ia made to face thc: Koble Gn.nd- 

The Lodge (led by the Warden)-Hail to the covenant 
of friendship I 

Noble Grand to Outaide Gonductm^ (after a pauae) — - 
Conductorj restore our brother to light. 

The OntBkie Coudnctoi' rKiuoveB the bUmdfold^ thw lodge Is auated, and 
th.G cttTidlduto Ifl lead to the Noble Grund^e chair. 

Nfyble Grand — My brother^ I will now instruct you 
in the mysteries of this degree. 

In this degree there is an alarm at the inner doorj a 
Password and ExjAlanution of the Password, a Counter- 
gign an answer to the Counter if^igrij a Sign, an answer 
to the Sign, a Memento, the Warning Sign, the Sign of 
Safety, the Sign of Danger, a Grip and a Token, 

The Alarm at the inner door is three raps. 

The Passwoiid is QUIVER to be lettered at all times 
when used for working purposes, working into a lodge 
or in examination prior to openiug.i In comrannicating 
this word, either to the Inside Guardian or to the Warden 
the brother must give the letters Q-U-Ij and if required 
by the Inside Guardian or Warden, be must give the re- 
mainder of the word V-E-R — lettered as before. The In- 
side Guardian and Warden must be satisfied* 

Explarmtion-^^^t^ from which Jonathan 
drew his arrows, given in full but not used 
for working pnrposeSi 

The Sign is made as f oUowa — extend the 
fingers of the right hand ; place the thumb 
inside of, and parallel with, the first fin- 
ger; carry the hand to the brow, with the 
thumb resting on the left temple; draw a 
line across the forehead {fingers touching) 
until the end of the thumb reaches the 
Sign D«?re. of ^j^^^ temple describing a bow, then drop 
f^endahip. the hand. 




IKITlATIOlir. 
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ANSWER. 



Grasp the root of the left ear with the 
fore finger and thamb of the right hand, 
fiijgers be low J thnmb above the root of the 



ear. 



THE MEMENTO 
Answer. 

Is a bundle of sticks, to represent the 
strength of union; united cannot be 
broken; a single stick to represent tliat 
separated each may be easily broken. 




Memento Dejrree of 




WAKNINQ BIGN. 



Close the fingers of each hand, with the 
thumb in front of the first finger; place 
each elbow by the side of the body; extend 
each arm and closed hand horizontally. 



Warning Sign. 



it 
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SIGN OF SAFKTT, 

The hands and arms being in the same 
position as in the IVarning Sign, extend 
the index finger of the right hand, with 
which point to and just touch the second 
or knuckle joint of the thumb of the left 
hand. 




Sl|^ of ^ataty. 




eiGN OF DANGlttE. 

Elbowa same a a before described, place the 
wrist of the right hand on the second or 
knuckle joint of the thumb of the left hand; 
extend the index finger and point towards 
the ground. 



SiE^norDaugar. 




Grip. 



Form a link with the thumbs 
of the right handj clasp bandsj 
enclosing it, (link of thumbs.) 



IKITIATZOH, ^Jl 




Token — The rainbow. 



flPECLAX INSTRUCTIONS, 

InHtmctioiis lor working Into a Degree Lodge, of a Baborditiate Lodge, 
opened in the degrees^ (or the purpope r>f conferring degrees, ballotLtig foi- 
degrees, or for anj other pnrpo&e. Thtj^e in^tructJona tsbould bo j^vcn to 
e^ery t^andidate receiving degrt^ea. Immediately after he has beBU liistraeted 
in the eecret work, 

JVo^ Grand to ComiMia^tf— Wishiag if} visit a Degree Lodge, or a Kiibordi- 
nate Lodge opened in the firet degret^, you wiU annouuce your presence by 
an alarm ui the out&ide door {the alarm at thi^ ouiaid^ door is the sumij as in 
thelnltiattji-y— <>«£ rap,) when the Outside {juiirdian will opeu the wicket and 
reqn i re from yon the Pa bswo td o f the cu rrc n t tc mn, I f c ot rec t, y ci u wi . 1 he 
admitted to the an te-Toom* AEter clothing; ytfUT^elf In iippcfjpi-late regallu 
(having ascertained from the Outride <^ju^rdiiiii Ibat the ludgc \^ open in the 
first degree) yon wJll give three lapn at the inside door. The Inside QnaFd- 
ijm will open the wicket and ohtalu frcjtn you your iiamet rank and the num- 
ber of the lodge to which yon belong, Thi; lllEii^If^ Guanlian will cln$e the 
wicket and inform the proper ofUccr who^ it he iid aatlsQeil, will direct the lu- 
aido GaardiiiO to admit jcjii if cpri-ect* The Infiide Guardian re-opcna the 
wicket and yon must give him the Pa^tswurd «£ the first degree. If corrcrL 
the Inside Guardiaa will admit yon, wlif^n yon will advance to the centre of 
the room and address the Noble Graitd with tho Couutcrftlgn, who will 
acknowledge you as a brotlier by giving the aame Contiti'rsign. You will 
then ttim and address ihe Vice Grand with the CouBtersigu who will ac- 
knowledge you m a brother by giving the ijame Ccjunty rsign* You will then 
again turn to the Noble Grand and address him with the sign of the llr^t de- 
gree- Thtt Noble Grand will give the proper answer to the sign. Yon will 
then be seated. ■^ishSnsj to leave the lodge before it is closed lu the first de- 
gree yon will address the presiding ofHcer only with the sign of the first de- 
pree and that officer will answer yon with tha proper siijn. The In aide 
Guardian will then allow you to depftct* If yoti are viaiting your own lodge 
and are without cithtT the Password of the current term or the Paasword of 
this degree, the Noble Grand being ao informed asks the Secretary aa to yon r 
standing In the lodge* If the Secretary reports favorably, directions will be 
given to admit yon. lint if the report is unfavorable yon are so iti formed by 
the proper guurdian and you cannot be admittcti. [The Noble Granti should 
carefully instruct the brother in the method of usiug the PasBWorda in work, 
tng luto a Lodge and In examination prior to opening]. 



$4 degbbe of fbiekdship. 

co:ncludinG' cuaege. 

Ni^le Grand {standing) — Brother, by the consent of 
your lirethreiij you have been advanced to a position of 
great responsibility. The most ancient as well as the 
most true and beautiful example of earthly friendship 
has been presented before you, and you have in your 
own person illustrated a noble history. In that touch- 
ing drama you stood in the presence of royalty and 
listened to the voice of praise^ but your merit provoked 
enmity, and you were hunted down as a traitorj when 
yoil were fnll of truth and honor. You have thus en- 
acted a part of the common life. Envy is the malicious 
foe of virtue, and is ever ready to destroy what it can 
not Imitate or surpass; it is the vice of the weak and 
the vain and the weapon of an ignoble mind. In suf- 
fering its persecution you have learned a lesson never 
to be forgotten. Man is prone to selfishness and thus 
to live for himself alone; in this isolation he has but 
little sympathy with his fellow-man. In such a mind 
envy takes possession and hatred follows with its horrid 
brood. But there is also a divinity* ■ in man which weds 
him to lofty motives and honorable actions. The good 
have an affinity for each other which grows up into 
confidence and affection- Generous deeds and unselfish 
purposes are the strongest bonds of union — ^in bis high 
estate, no man liveth to himself. You have acted a 



Not* 47. — **Hc ivill find in tLeac InatructiuBE thti voico oT Wledoio and Truth ; 
and tie will Bee that whiocver eU all hear and obey tbem m net tie rii specie d hy- 
the wLt»e and good. They teaoh Uiui his duty to his God, bin rqimtTy, ble 
iitiighbor, hi a ramily and hiin6clf ; tbey ftbow him hoiv he ni ay live in tbe en- 
Juyment of a pcm^cfuU contented mmAJ'^DonaUtson^s Focftti Compaxi- 

tOUy p. S4. 
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part where all was oppression upon the one hand, and 
all was love and protection upon the other. Thus you 
ha?e seen the picture upon both sides. It is possible 
that men should combine for the common good; hence 
we have societies communities, states and nations united 
by a compact which protects their membei's. But the 
bond is stronger when individuals are united by personal 
contact and held togethei* by a personal covenant. Such 
a covenant we have all entered into, and you have been 
solemnly added to our fraternal union* By such a tie 
has God bound himself to hia creatures on the scroll of 
heaven, with the rainbow as his seah Such obligations 
have come down to us from every age and country ; by 
these, the mystic rights of all nations have been pro- 
tected, and men everywhere brought into fellowship. 
By your solemn pledge you are now entitled to give and 
receive the tokens of a deathless friendship/* Every 
Odd-fellow*' is your brother, aud his family the sacred 
object of your fraternal care< You have become one 
of a vast brotherhood"' which extends to many lands, 
and in their assemblies you will always be welcome. 
The mysteries you have learned will insure you an hon- 
orable reception in strange cities and distant states, 

T<7oTB 48.— '"Tlii^ Fathdrhnad of Ood and the BftJthfrbO&d of tnsTi, then, dra 
the sruat prlaatples of our Order, tsmbodlecl Jd tbo oigttoeH thertoft ' In Qoi wa 
trust,' and *FrU^iidHli[pt Love, &iidTritCb.' To llluJitratQ tbcuo prInclplEH ou the 
ifmUed aoalG prescribed ty buman tbllllles and our pecunlitr/ rotonrccE, wu bjiv« 
united Id Jodgci. flach of which is a mutual Lmprovtiini'bt and nmtnal aid aaad- 
clatlDQ. Abd further to cxtt^nd our 0[MiTatLDiia ftud tuereais out adranta^s a-nd 
usefuln?^ tD^otb^r, wv baro unlt^^d all thcaij lodeen lu a eatiHrnl Order. wbLcb 
we dvilrs to reader qelI Tarsal as Che family of siaooiit^arbb." — GtosA''s Manual, 
p, TS. 

NoTK 4%, — *^The eartb la p%t coantrj^ and thu bam an race o^r nation." — 
GroM^^a Manual, p. 4a, 

ISoTK SO.— " Ab th? larRt^flt (Mioret uaDcfatlon of the Age, It bat ocooiapllJlwd 
mora good, aDddlepenacd more rea^ble&gtngB amopff^ieii- tntaft &j^ tImUAr BOela- 
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where you will be the subject of tender attentions /^ 

because you are an Odd-fellow. 

Brother (naming the candidate), such is the nature 
and eflFect of the covenant you have taken; the emblem- 
atic color of this degpree ia pink. 

I now welcome you as a brother of the Degree of 
Friendship." 



KoTB 03.— ** This Intern^, truLr ZlTlng 'apldt of Love audof ahlrtsrsal tn- 
cemlty, j>GTvad{ns all e>ur HtaalB And dtiremonles^ reco^tiQd In emtilemt, colon 
and regallA; ualDg every adjunct Jot Atm^tisXliGtkine Ua InAuencG (jd tlifl »ii]; 
flpenJcliLS to ^MT nnd t^ys In every lecture, char^Cf ilgn and token, And to tbe touch 
ta f rip aud pr«PBun:^ and niBiilfeBtlDi? itself (iljently, Ulce faIil, and iuj^hlne, 
AQf] electric Ity) In beueAcEut oi^anlfHtluDE aad LaBtltstloDi^ tlila bouI of nil Ita 
tcacblngg And worklnga la Odfl-felJowalilpT ibe bidden DAtne (n tbe trblte itoM, 
whlcb be IcoQWetb best wbo most truly poaecsHB It,'*— dfrosh''* Manual, p. TO, 



NoTiSl.— ■♦la a perfect flnAnclol eyatem of dnea And bcnetlta, there la na 
pl*CD forcbarlty; and evurr dollar tjiken from tbe ate t -fund for mere cbaiitr 
la robbEir; of tbat fund. "—Jour. Proc^ Bapram^ OfOnd LQdg$, 8$9nQtt 0/1980^ 



CHAPTER VIIL 

FiESX, OS Degeee of Fkiei^dsbip- 

CLOBINQ CEEEMOiTtES. 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master)— Brothers, havinp 
concluded our business for the evening, you will please 
f ise {three raps) while we proceed to close the lodge. 
We thank you for your presence, and wish your attend- 
ance at our future meetings. You will now advance 
the sign of the Third Degree. Warden, proclaim the 
lodge duly closed. 

Warden — By direction of the Noble Grand (or Degree 
Master) I proclaim the lodge duly closed. 

Noble Grand {or Degree Master) — (one rap)* 



V 



ANALYSIS DEGREE OF FRIENDSHIP. 

flbak8peftrc'& PortrflU of Odd -fell owl Bm— The De^reea ItTEtitea and Adflefl for 
Porpoeea of Greed or Ainr>Itltja— Ex-Vlce-rreament Colfax and I he Rebekah 
Degree & Case to Point— SaarllCjrSons Uae of tlic NarraLlve Oft DaTlJ qod 
Joiaatlian 111 Thia Degioe— Hf>w Itill^tit^B Feci— **la Tbls Real Masonry or 
Have TUey Been FooUtig Mt?"— RtpeLltlon tbc Cure for DtaEnBt at Itwj Cer- 
emoiilefl— A Deceived Man Id iha laltfattou, but a Devll-W^Jrahlper in the 
Degreua— The Body PmfiitictI and tfiu "Will Subdued and T^claatedt he De- 
lights In the >lonil Unirlcaantrsj of F:ilaa WoTsblp— The Only Rcmcdj— 
The Dlverstly of Form CoDttals the t7nlly la Eflsence of the Secret Wor* 
ihlps— A Shame <?v«ii lo Epyukof Ihcm lu Paura Tlmt— Orders Never Grow 
BapLdly unlll I hey Beg! n to SVorflbljj— Effctit of Reltgloua Eiiea without R?- 
WgJpti— Nurse* of Nlhlliam, 

*But then I iifgh &nrl« with a plcct of Scrlptara, 
Tell th^^ni— ttint Ootl bidfl UB do (rood for evU: 
Acd tbua 1 clothe my nak^Ml vtllainy 
With old. odd enda sLolfn forlh of Holy Writ, 
Aud aciia n satnt wLcti inuat I ptaj tha devil.'' 

-SicAard IIL 

The " many simple gulls '' of Sbabspeare^a day are not 
afl dead yet. Who could imagine, were there not facts 
to prove it, th^t grown aion of ordinary sense and 
capacity could act over, year after year, weekly, the 
puerilities of this *' Friendship Degree " in Odd-fellow- 
fihip! All of this '^oaDEii" beyond initiation, which 
was at first a drinking- bont in an ale-house, as Grosh 
confesses (Mamtul, p. 23X and which still retains a 
tinge from the complexion of its origin, has been in- 
vented and added by designing men for the purposes of 
greed or ambition. What else ever moved Schuyler' 
Colfax to invent an outside degree for women ? The 
fame which moved thf^ hnnrhba<'fv politirrijia, Eichard^to 
smile and quote Scripture moved Colfax. Richard 
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wanted a crown, and he got it. Colfax wanted office, 
which he gained by the same "old, odd ends stolen forth 
of Holy Writ," and seeming saintship. 

This story of David and Jonathan, beautiful as a 
sacred historic fact, acted over in a lodge, at night, by 
a promiscuous body of men selected for their "sound 
health " and capacity to pay -dues, is literally " stolen " 
for selfish ends, and becomes an afiVont and a sacrilege. 
Its use in Odd-fellowship, like that of all the "degrees," 
is that of splints to a weak back. Thousands of initi- 
ates, when put through the initiation, feel as did Hon. 
Samuel D. Greene, after being made an Entered Ap- 
prentice, and sitting down beside the Senior Deacon, who 
was also deacon in Greene's church. He turned and 
pleadingly asked his Christian brother in a whisper: 
" Deacon, won't you tell me if this is real Masonry, or 
have they been fooling me?" 

The cure for this rational, natural disgust at being 
hoodwinked, handled and profaned, is repetition. Now, 
the initiate knows the fool's play as he did not at first. 
Ajud the first time a man imposes on me, the fault is 
bis; the second time, the fault is my own. The three 
knocks of the entersign, the hollow rattle of the gavel 
strokes, the mock-solemn wording and mouthing of the 
lecture and the charge, all leading to the practical real- 
ities, degree fees and obligations of concealment, en- 
larged and deepened by repetition, and all canonized by 
prayer and song; when all this is gone over with the 
second time in this " friendship degree," the dupe be- 
comes a voluntary devil-worshiper. The sacredness ot 
his body gone by handling, his will habituated to yield- 
ing without a reason, and he practicing religious wor- 
bhip in what he now knows to be a farce — ^i chani^'' 
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slowly comes over liim. He becomes possessed, and be 
goes forward under an impulse like that which takes 
the charmed bird or frog into the snake's mouth! His 
virgin disgust is now gone, and he delights in the lodge 
as prostitutes delight in a brothel; aad when once Satan 
has thus infected his moral nature with his sorcery, 
nothing but the blood of Christ can ever take it out of 
him. 

The endless diversity in the forms of false worships 
conceals from tbe worshiper the fact that a super- 
natural power is evermore present in them* And the 
rank and file of Masoniy and Odd-fellowship are filled 
up by young men artizans^ students and shopmen, 
whose occupation or frolic, or both, prevents comparison 
and generalization; and hence the dupe of one lodge 
imagines that his is the only thing of its kind, little 
dreaming that, as Grosh says, "'one lodge is amoral copy 
of another,^' from the Pyramids and tbo "rite of Miz- 
raim*' down to a juggling spirit-circle or a village lodge. 
So that while the poor deluded soul supposes he is 
favored above and beyond the rest of mankind he is 
only being put through bodily and mental processes 
identical with the experience, of the myriads of false 
worshiperg over the whole earthp 

The heathen god Proteus was said to escape detection 
by changing his shapes—now a tiger, a lion, a flame of 
fire, a whirlwind or a rushing stream. So Satan shifts 
the forms of his worships to hide his hateful presence, 
the meanness of their moral nature and their disastrous 
effects. It was ^* a shame even to speak" of the iilihy 
abominations covered by these preteutious and lofty 
*^ mysteries " in the days of the Apostle Pauh They 
w«re suppressed at Rome. As soon as GhriBtiaaity b^ 
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came popular they shifted their shapes into the knight- 
hoods of the Temple and St. John; and, like Aaron and 
Jerohoam, added a heathen ritual to an orthodox creed. 
They swindled, strutted, strumpeted, prayed and grew 
richftill the maddened multitude whom they had imposed 
npon and whose money they had absorbed suppressed 
their lodges and executed them by hundreds in a day. 
(See any authentic history of medieval Europe*) 

The explanation of this rapid and fearful degenerat- 
ing process in all false worships is that Satan is their 
god — the deity of all the worships on earth whic!i leave 
out Christ. And Satan is an unclean spirit, a ^' liar,^^ 
*^ murderer," and, as Judas was after he entered him, -d 

And a careful inspection, comparison and pondering 
of these dark orders will show that they never grow 
and spread rapidly till they begin to worship — that is* 
till Satan enters them and receives what he asked of 
Christ — WOESHIP. Masonic and Odd-fellows' lodges 
were but semi-occasional drinking frolics till they ceased 
to be trades-unions and set up worship. Then they 
grew. And as nothing hardens like religious rites 
practiced without religion, their leaders turned to stone. 
Their secrets were revealed and they murdered the re- 
vealers. And though they cease to murder where they 
lose more than they gain by it, they are still nurses of 
Nihilism, whose creed is nothing but blood! 



CHAPTER IX. 

SecoistDi" OB Degree of Brotherly Love. 

INITIATION. 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS. 

The Conductor, In conferring this degree, will proceed very deliberately. In 
the dramatic parts he should, after saying, * * A priest Is passlngt ** appear to wait 
until the priest has time to come up. So when he says, "But passes by on the 
other side, " he should pause to allow him to go away. The same should occur 
in the case of the Levlte. A sufficient time should be allowed for the Samaritan 
to come, after he speaks of him, and before he calls upon him for help. 

He will particularly note the various pauses required in delivering his part, and 
avoid all appearance of haste, so as to produce a solemn effect. The same direc- 
tions will apply to the part of the Warden. 

Appropriate scenery, costumes and furniture may be used in this as well as in 
the preceding degree, the same being left, within reasonable limits, to the option 
of the lodge ; but in no case must such additions be allowed to conflict with, or 
modify either the form or language of the written work. 

Any number of candidates may receive the First Part of the Second Degree, 
or the whole of the Third Degree at the same time. 

There will be no objection to having members to personate the priest and 
the Levite in the Second Degree; If done, it should be In suitable costume, and 
the priest and the Levite should come and go as required by the written work. 
In no event shall they be permitted to speak or take any part which will make 
them known to the candidate, or change any part of the work as now written. 

Note 63. — * * Whbbbab, The work of the Order has been revised at this session, 
therefore 

JReaolved, That all the members of the Order who have heretofore received 
the First and Second degrees under the old work, shall be entitled to rank as 
members of the First Degree of the revised work. All members who have re- 
ceived the Third and Fourth degrees of the old work, shall be entitled to rank as 
Diembers of the Second Degree of the revised work, and all members who have 
received the Fifth Degree of the old work, shall be entitled to rank as members 
of the TMrd Degree of the revised work without charge."— Jdiiritai of Pro* 
^Htttngs Sufir€m$ Qrand Lodge, Session of 1880, p, 841S. 
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Past L 

Noble Grand — Conductor, you will retire to the ante- 
room, receive and introduce the candidate. 

Conductor "addresses tbe chair** with the sign of the degrree, retires to ante- 
room, conducts the candidate (not blindfolded) to the Inside door and gives the 
alarm^three raps. 

Inside Guardian — Vice Grand, there is an alarm at 
the door. 

Vice Grand — ^Attend to the alarm. 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket) — Who comes 
there? 

Conductor — A brother who has taken the covenant of 
the order, and now seeks to advance further into our 
mysteries. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — A brother 
has taken the covenant of the order and now seeks to. 
advance further into our mysteries. 

Vice Grand — Why does he seek to advance? 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket)^- Why does he 
seek to advance? 

Conductor — Because he would learn how to discharge 
his obligation. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — Because he 
would learn how to discharge his obligation. 

Vice Grand — ^Admit him, that he may be instructed 
in tbe divine lesson of humanity. [Conductor enters 
and proceeds with candidate to chair of Vice Grand.] 

Conductor — ^Vice Grand, I present to you for instruc- 
tion in the Degree of Brotherly Love, our worthy 

brother, , who has been duly elected thereto. 

Vice Grand (to candidate) — Before you receive the 
mysteries of this degree, are you willing to enter into a 
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solemn obligation to retain its secrets, and to perform 
all the lawful duties which it may enjoin? [If the can- 
didate answers in the affirmative, the Vice Grand con- 
tinues]: Then place yourself in the attitude in which 
you were initiated into this order and repeat after me. 
Noble Grand — (three raps, all rise). 

OBLIOATIOlSr DBOBEB OP BROTHERLY LOVE. 

I, , in the presence of the brethren of the 

Degree of Brotherly Love now assembled, do solemnly . 
promise that I will never reveal the signs, secrets or 
mysteries of the Degree of Brotherly Love, to any per- 
son, unless by the laws and usages of this order he is 
entitled to receive such information; but will guard 
them with jealous care from all persons who have not 
lawfully obtained the same. To the faithful perform- 
ance of all which I pledge my sacred honor. 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge). 

Vice Grand (to the candidate) — Are you willing to 
submit to the ordeal by which you may become a broth- 
er of this degree? 

Candidate answers. 

Vice Grand {to Conductor) — ^Letthe brother be taken 
to the ante-room, that he may re-enter and take another 
step in fraternity. 

The Conductor, without * * addreaslng the chair, *' will retire with the candidate 
to the ante-room, where he places a short cloak on him, blindfolds him, and 
conducts him to the Inside door. 

Past IL 
Conductor (three raps on inside door). 
Inside Gtiardian — Noble Grand^ there is an alarm at 
the door. 
Noble Grand — Attend to the alarm. 
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Inside Guardian {opening the wicket) — Who comes 
there? 

Conductor — A brother who i*i ready to receiye the 
mysteries of this degree- 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — Noble Grand, 
a brother is ready to receiYe the mysteries of this degree, 

Nohle Grand — Whence comes he? 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket) — Whence 
cornea he? 

ConductO} — From Jerusalem, and is traveling to 
Jericho on a mission of humanity. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — Prom Jerusa- 
lem, and is traveling to Jericho on a mission of human- 
xif. 

Noble Grand — ^Admit him in the name of that hu- 
manity which he invokes. [The Conductor enters with 
the candidate and conducts him to the chair of the 
Noble Grand]. 

Conductor — Noble Grand, a stranger is passing this 
way. 

Noble Grand — Traveler, whither art thou journeying? 

Conductor (for the candidate) — To Jericho. 

Noble Grand — Let the traveler go down to Jericho, 
and may no danger meet him by the way. [The Con- 
ductor walks around the room with the candidate, ad- 
dressing him as follows]: 

Conductor — The day is fine; the way is pleasant, and 
let us hope that the journey will be safe. How those 
pines cluster on the mountain side, and in the distance 
the sea is so calm and fceautiful ! That row of green 
trees marks the course of Jordan, the sacred river of 
the chosen people. But see, we are entering a narrow 
defile of the hills. 
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Ser^r^l incitibijrB as fobberA anrroQiid tbcm In tbe middle ot tb« lodgv-] 
crjing out^ * ' Stand aad deliTef r* * * Strike !" * * Lay on I" ' * Death !" aad lucfa 
like eicIamatloDSH, 

Durlii^ the confuBlon no pertffn but th9 Ct^nductor shall 6* permltUd to 
tfttic^ ths candidate. The Conductor shaJl strike tbtj candidate on the shoulder 
with his open hand* and cnusc him to He doira. Wben the candidate Is lying 
down^ tbe thieves run avpiy, taking away the cloak of the candidate. 

A low bench, bo£ or louugo may be proYlded as part of the fomlture, upon 
which tbe cEtndldatc toe? be Uid. No rough usage to be allowed. 

The c as dld&tc con tinned lytm d0¥m and after a pause of a moment, the Con* 
du<-tnr, Bpeaklug for the candidate, exclaims: 

Conductor (speaking slowly and painfully to himself) 
— Alas ! alas! I am stripped of my raiment and wound- 
ed and left for dead. 

Conductor (calling a little louder) — ^Help! Help! 

Conductor (again speaking to himself) — ^Ah! a priesi; 
is passing. 

Conductor (after a pause, then calling a little louder) 
— Helpl holy servant of the Temple, I am robbed and 
wounded. 

Conductor (pausing, then speaking to himself) — But 
no, he wiU not look upon me, but passes by on the other 
side* 

Conductor {mUmg a little louder) — Help! Help! 

Conductor (to him.self ) — God of Israel, help me— he 
is gonel Must I linger here and die? No! behold, a 
Levite— he stops — he comes this way — ^he is here. 

Conductor (calling a little louder) — son of Levi, 
servant of the altar, help me ! I am robbed and wounded. 

Conductor (pausing » then speaking to himself )— But 
no, he looks upon me and has no pity. He also passes 
by on the other side. 

Conductor {c^aUing a little louder) — Help! Help! Son 
of Levi, help! 

Conductor (to himself) — He also has forsaken me. 
But who CO meg this way? It is a hated Samaritan, an 
enemy of my people- 
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Conductor pausing, then calling a little louder) — 
Help! man of Samaria — I am wounded and djdng! 

Tbe Warden slowly approaches the candidate, and as he approaclies says: 

Warden (as Samaritan) — What have we here? an 
Israelite wounded and bleeding by the wayside! the 
poor man is about to. perish. Is he not after all my 
brother? 

He advances to the candidate. 

Warden (taking hold of him) — Ah, my friend, you 
shall not perish. 

TFardew— Take this garment for your protection. 
[Assisted by the Conductor he puts a cloak upon him.] 

Warden — Arise and lean upon me. 

[Lifts him up.] 

Warden — Come, cheer up and take heart, and we will 
iSnd a place of safety. 

The Warden leads the candidate around the lodge -room, and then to the side 
facing the Past Grand. 

Warden (to the traveler) — Here is an inn — a place of 
refuge. (Calling a little louder) — Ho, there! ho! open, 
landlord! 

[Warden knocks loudly on a table or pedestal.] 

Past Grand {as host, after a pause) — The door is open; 
enter, travelers. 

[The candidate is led near to the Past Grand and 
seated.] 

Warden — Here, host, is a wounded man, who fell 
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among thieTes^ giye him attention^ for he has been 
tobbed and left for dead. Take this mone^ and proride 
for him. 

[Shakes some flmall caina in his hand.] 

Warden — Whatsoever ihou ependest more^ when I 
eome again, I will repay thee. 

Past Grand (as host) — He shall be car^d for, good 
Samaritan. 

After ft jthUK^ tlic cftDdldAto Tin be uslitcd to tI»« itid ht Uk^D twice tlowlj 
KTonad the lodEe-rcK>m bj tha UoDdactor* ud iw led e<» tbe cb^Lr of tbe Nobte 
Gmad. 

Conductor — Noble Orand, the traveler has returned- 

Noble Grand — Traveler, thou hast been robbed and 
left for dead; a priest has seen thee, and a Levite has 
looked upon thee- A Samaritan, an enemj o£ thy peo- 
ple, came where thou wast. The priest and the Levite 
were thy brothers of the seed of Abraham. Which of 
these was thy true brother** and friend ? 

Conductor (for the traveler) — He was my brother and 
friend who h^d mercy on me- 

Nobie Grand — Go thou, O traveler, and do likewise; 
and know that the true priest is not of the Temple, nor 
the true Levite of the altar, but he alone is the servant 



Iffon 64.— "BlnffBlar u that twjne ii— yea^ odtoui u It m»y Botmd to eom&— 
ft bu beoD readisted dear to oor bearti by the elorloue deed a of Ijcafvaleaca nod 
pbQantbropT performed under It, and by tbe gtt*t moral and rdlglous prlDciple* 
aiioclated with It, until tn stuanlatitj- la loAt la iti moral Talwc Hud beauty. To 
lUi Odd-/^llou* ]p an baograbia aame^ We Jo^a to w^ftT U. and to bear tt» pb- 
pTVCCb wc dc^m tan hatXkOT/*^~'OlVth''9 Jf<mva^, p. bS. 
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of God and thy brother vrho delivers the needy when 
he criethj the poor abo^ and him that hath no helper, 

Nobh Grand — (three raps, calling up the lodge), 

Hoble Grand (to the lodge) — BrotherSj what think 
you of that which you have witnessed? 

T!ie Jjodge (led by the Warden) — He is my brother 
and friend who bad mercy on me* 

[This is repeated,] 

NohU Grand (to Conductor) — Let the eyes of the 
brother be opened, that he may see a lodge of Brotherly 
Love." 

[Blindfold is removed,] 

Noble Grand — (one rap, Beating the lodge). 

Noble Grand — My brother, 1 will now instruct you in 
the mysteries of this degree. 

In this degree there is an Alarm at the inner door, a 
Password, a Countersign, an answer to the Countersign^ 
a Sign, an answer to the Sign, a Grip and a Token, The 
alarm al the inner door is three rap a. 

The Password is Moses, to be lettered at all times 
when used for working purposes; working into a lodge 
or in examination prior to opening, 

IncommunicatingthiBword either to the Inside Guard* 
ian or to the Warden; the brother must give the letters 
M O, and if required by the Inside Guardian or Warden, 
he must give the remainder of the word, S E S, lettered 
ad before. The Inside Guardian and Warden must be 
satis tied. 

NonK B5.— "Tt U utifortttnate for oar Order, and for not a few of tu tncm- 
beTs, Ib&t too much pruminencc has u ceil (Erene rail V gH'bn to JU feature of 
pecumarif bEuettts lu e{;ii3oot^ of ^ickueaii anrl death, and prctmiaru aid hi 
eircumtsxaucef^of wdut auf! diMtce?. Tl^JR, thoui^li a laudable find u^pfeiL 
tmit [u Dur operation ii, is bardly a t!tho of our airaa aod ot-jecti^* By thi» 
undUL"^ promlni^Tirc tif iho pt^cuKinry rf! lit; f afforded evrtt our Own memb^^ru 
have tkii"! LtJi^^ir Ekiieiitiou and e Sorts grently ^viiLidrawu fntm tho moral and 
BOClal iiiftueuc«B wbich the Ot^ei ii *c> emlaentlr calcalated to promote.' ^^^ 
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The couDtersigo and answer are made the same as in 
the preceding degrees. 



SIGN. 

The right hand is placed across the left 
haady palms touching; clasp the hands 
both by fingers and thumbs, thumbs 
meeting. The answer is the same as the 

sign. 




i^igu 9d Degr««. 



Token — The Token is Moses' Rod. 




GRIP. 

Clasp the right hands with 
the thumbs pressing the third 
or knuckle joint of the second 
finger. No shaking hands in 
making the Grip. 



LECTimE OF THE DEGREE OF BROTHERLY LOVE. 

Nbbl^ Grand — My brother, in the Degree of Friend- 
fflu|> yon assumed an obligation which changed your 
relaiioTje to a vast number of persons. You can never 
forget the hoiu when you were the object of envy and 
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hatred, and were cheered by a spectacle of confidence 
and devotion. It was a moment of heart-felt enjoyment 
when your hand was grasped in friendship, and a Yoice 
full of sympathy gave you encouragement. It was then 
that two hearts melted into one in a solemn league and 
fraternal covenant." By that engagement you were 
bound to perform the offices of Brotherly Love. Heaven 
has witnessed your vow, and the Common Father has 
smiled on that compact. All Odd-fellows are now your 
comrades, your advisers and your friends. A solemn 
duty has been devolved upon you, and you have been 
taught how it ought to be performed. The central link 
in the chain of Odd-fellowship is " mutual assistance."*' 
Fi:atemity, unless embodied in acts of humanity, is but 
an empty name. If a brother be naked and destitute 
of daily food, and one of you say unto him, " Depart 
in peace, be ye warmed and filled!" notwithstanding 
ye give him not those things which are needful for the 
body, what doth it profit? The answer is obvious: he 
who witnesses suffering and does not hasten to relieve 
it, is ignorant of the lesson that it is more blessed to 
give than to receive. He is an enemy of his race who 
does 6ot care for its welfare, and is wedded to selfishness 
and greed. Friendship leads to Brotherly Love, which 

NoTS 66.— "He, therefore, who assatls a brother's rights, attacks oar own: 
an invasion of his welfare Is an aggression on ours; for our rights are the same, 
and our happiness Is increased by the enjoyments of those who surround us. It 
Is our recognition, of this great principle that leads us to ctaim and to graiU 
•sympathy in BufiFerIng, unity in work, freedom In thought and worship, and to 
resist the force that would Invade the natural rights of the human soul.*'— 
Orosh's Manual, p. S73. 

Note 57.— ** The aid we give is received with a proper dignity and self-respect, 
so that when ability returns the family resume their usual avocations, blessing 
tne Order whic^ ^astained and aided it without bestowing cUmt/"-—Gro$h^$ Man- 
val,p 67* 
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makes the strong to support the weak, the youn^ to 
reverence the old, the rich to help the poor, the educated 
to instruct the ignorant, the well to nurse tlie sick, and 
makes all good men seek to iiuitate the goodness of the 
Father of all men. 

My brother, ia the Degree of Brotherly Love yoa 
have acted a part in a famous drama, which has received 
the plaudits of the world for many generations. You 
were assaulted and robbed, wounded, aud left upon the 
highway to perish." A priest of the Temple journeyed 
that way and saw your condition; his office required 
that he should have pity, but he passed on and left you 
to die by the wayside. A Levite, who swung the golden 
ceasera iu the holy place and served at the consecrated 
altar, also saw you, and approached and looked upon 
you ; but he, like the robbers and the priest, abandoned 
you to your fate. But wouderful to relate, an enemy 
on his journey came that way and found you bleeding 
and suffering- Although he knew that you were not of 
his religion, nor of his people, and that you were not 
his friend; though he had no fortune and no tithes with 
which to pay for your nursing and support, yet his 
bowels of compassion were moved; he stopped — ^he ran 
to your relief." How tenderly he raised your stricken 



XoTB ES,~*'T]ln>iaijh attonti moro fenrful tbRrmnrtbOTibMt ret eDconDCcrcd 
-^UiAE of pby&lcfll dcaLli— shall bqod bur^t upon ihot, the b^iiJ ol God Almiglitj, 
irhtvb bnj gufitalQcd the a tbim furt will protect tttca mm Id tbat ■torm, mid tbcm 
Blmlt cotnc lip rlirougii It wkli J(>y And gUdiicas to tlic laad of ccern^il d^^llghC."— 

KoTK 59. — ' ' It is not io ho wondered at* theij, fhat *o tnnnj-t even unonf 
Odd'fd^ows^ hAvc ovrrloo^cdn or at Mmos forgo Ucd^ the moit ImporEftut uses nad 
aiini of Odd-f^lowBblp to be, the tmbulng of rbe mlni&d of our brcibrtn witb 
proper conceptions of tliclr powers uDd caj^acltlci, giTlng tbcm J»:flt&iid practical 
views of thctr dutte& and ropouftlblllttcs, crxblUUUp their depetidi?iico apnn Ood, 
ind brlDglnET tbom to a iCDOwlcdE^ ati^ practlco of tb« trtte f»icni«l tdaUou 
between inaa «nd mt^.^*—OrQth'M Moji^o^ p^ SOt 
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ftody and poured balm into your wounds ^ and how 
gently he brought you to life by words of pity and 
encouragement! Tou can never forget that he exposed 
himself to the keen mountain winds when he took oflf 
his cloak and wrapped it around you. How carefully 
he led you to the inn, and with what liberality he gave 
the money that assured you of shelter and safety. 
Such is the story of the good Samaritan. All Odd-fel- 
lows, so far as they have the ability, seek to imitate 
this memorable example. Learn from this history that 
he only is an Odd-fellow who has pity and mercy, and 
who hastens to the relief*" of a brother in distress. 
Membership in a lodge is nothing, the obligation of 
friendship is nothing, the assertion of our principles less 
than nothing" unless we have Brotherly Love," which 
is the bond of unity. Of all historical men, Moses ex- 
hibited the most self-denial and fraternal affection. He 
represents an ideal of unsel£shness without a parallel. 
A man of rare learning, he cast his lot among a multi* 

KoTx 60.~**Lctns, then, persist In the glorious vork we hare commenced, 
wltb vigor and unflinching stability; let our bark, while sailing on the extenslye 
ocean of Fellowship, be guided by the compass of Justice; and, if we may con- 
tinue the metaphor, let us perseverlngly pursue the track its UAcdle indicates; 
that, when arrived at our destined haven, we may with a pure consciousness 
of having supported to the utmost our purpose of benevolence and c harity, securely 
recline our heads on the satisfactory pillow of contentment, and Indulge in the 
aspiring hope that when summoned from this sublunary sphero we may meet 
with an eternal welcome in that * angel-land ^ where ' sorrow intr ides not, ' where 
* the wicked cease from troubling and the weary areatrest.'**— i>ona/(fo(m^« 
Pocket Companion^ p. IBai. 

NoTK 61, — * * A brother of noble character and long years of service, suspended 
oecauseof absolute inability to pay his dues, is classed wltb tie rich bad men 
who won't pay them. We apply the law when the dues are not paid, asauming 
there is no cause for the failure. This is not charity."— Jemnifl* Of J*roe4€d' 
ings Sovereign Grand Lodge, Session of 1880, p. 8218. 

KoTX 62. — * * This Order can never be made a merely beneflclil Institution. It 
is more than that: it is as lofty as human thought and aspiration.** 
€(f Froaedinga Sovereign Grand Lodge, Seeeion af 18801 p. 8818, 
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tnde of uncultured alaves; the udopted son of rayiltj^ 
he laid down his rank and riches, and became an ont- 
cflst for defending one of his lowly people. It was 
enough for him that they were poor and afflicted. For 
them he left a royal court and became an exile in the 
wilderness; andi having led them to national greatness, 
he meekly died in sight of that inheritance which, 
denied to him, became the portion of his nngrateful*' 
brethren. Such are the examples which compose the 
instruction In this degree, whose emblematic color is 
blue. And now, by authority of the Independent Order 
of Odd-fellows, I declare you a brother of the Royal 
Blue, or Degree of Brotherly Love 



yu TE M. -- * ■ Old Oisd*fillowb, ThoM broth^rq «re mbjected to one wtodj* 
iin I'liajjjTlng reilaencfl ther talre a withdrawal -cai^ *tid <«el£ to Join a lodge «t 
*\i-',r now homo; but they ure rejected becaose of ajce. The old lodgo f?«iaeiitlf 
a<!iNtrn}a to take them baclc* Md ther art tqmcd out to dlo/'-— JdWWrf &f J^- 
cefUingM Sovfr«iffn Orand lodgt, awiitfii <?/ leaa p. Wm 



ANALYSIS DEGREE OF BROTHERLY LOVE. 

Clirltt*8 Parables In a Satan's Lodge Theatre with the Name of their Aatbor 
Suppressed— Why do Masonry and Odd-fellowship take their Moral Lessons 
from the Christian Bible Instead of from the Koran ?~ Why Is there no Odd- 
fellow Brotherly Love in Unchristian Land8?~The Lodges Depend Upon 
Christ, Whom they Exclude and Reject, for their Ideas of Brotherly Love 
—Yet They Claim the Credit of Originating the Virtues Stolen from Christ— 
The Lodge is Thus Deism and Infidelity — Claims Superiority to Christianity — 
It Cannot Promote Brotherly Love— A Practical Illustration of Odd -fellow 
**Brotherly Love,** given by the Lodge at Oalesburg, Illlnois^A Masonic 
and Odd-fellow Pastor's Verdict on the Two Institutions — ^True Love and 
Lodge Love Contrasted—This degree a Counterfeit of the Friendship of 
Christ. 

This degree is Christ's parable of the Good Samaritan,- 

dramatized by, and acted in, a lodge which excludes 

Christ! The lecture calls it^'a famous drama, which 

, has received the plaudits of the world/' but suppresses 

the name of its Author! thus, literally, 

• ♦ ♦ stealing the livery of the Cdurt of Heaven 
To serve the devil in.** 

Why do Masonry and Odd-fellowship take their sa- 
cred lessons from the Christian Bible? Why not from 
the Koran or the Book of Mormon? And why are 
there no "degrees" of brotherly love taught by Odd- 
fellows in the kingdom of Dahomey or the Cannibal 
Islands? The answer is, the lodges depend on Christ 
for their ideas of virtue. Christ has come, has " ele- 
vated" mankind by his teachings, sufferings, death, and 
by sending his Holy Spirit on Christians; and these 
Satanic lodges impudently put his Bible on a level with 
the false revelations, which they never quote. And 
when Christianity has civilized a land, these lodges 



JtlB CONTEMPT OF CHRIST— GALESBURG INCIDENT. 

stand by and seize on the Christian virtues as their cap- 
ital stock and claim the merit of originating the virtues 
thus stolen from Christ! And in this Degree of Broth- 
erly Love they dramatize Christ's wonderful parable, 
wihile they treat its Author with silent contempt! The 
lodge is thus deism and infidelity. If it were not, 
deists and infidels would not love it as they now do. 
And, with an amazing effrontery which sinks below 
shame, they claim superiority for the lodge as a world- 
wide religion, for casting out Christ, whose Scriptures 
give them their ideas of virtue, and whose civilization 
furnishes them members, degree fees and dues! 

The idea that " Brotherly Love" can be promoted by 
such a concern is simply preposterous. 

A Colonel, now in our regular army, and who fought 
at the head of a regiment of volunteers in the horrible 
battles of James River, joined the Odd-fellows in Gales- 
burgh, Illinois, while he was a member of my Senior 
Class in Knox College. He was an amiable young man, 
and made- a brave and capable officer. I remonstrated 
with him and he left the lodge. He afterwards told me 
that, after all their " brotherly love " professions, the 
night on which he took, as he had a right by their rules 
to take, his withdrawal card, the tone, looks and demean- 
or of his lodge brethren was such that he should have 
feared to be alone with them that night in the woods! A 
respected pastor of the Congregational church in Sand- 
wich, Illinois, who had been both Mason and Odd-fel- 
lovf, said to me: " It is devil-worship, as you say." 

"Why, brother," said I, "you never belonged to 
them, did you?" 

"Yes," he replied, "when clerk in a business house 
in New York I joined both lodges; and as I look back 
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oyer the nights I spent in those lodges, and see, at this 
distance, the faces and mien of the members, the whole 
thing seems to me simply diabolical." 

There is but one person in the Universe who can 
overthrow this system of lodges. That person is the 
" Stronger than the strong man armed." 

The direst of all hatred is counterfeit love. It is the 
best thing corrupted into the worst: corruptio optimi^ 
pessima I It is, indeed, the kiss of Judas Iscariot. Such 
is the "Brotherly Love " of Odd-fellowship. 

True love is natural; that of the lodge, artificial. 
Bible love *'worketh no ill to his neighbor:" lodge love 
worketh no good. Its very favor is " for value received,' 
and dies a certain number of weeks after its victim 
stops paying dues. John Randolph said his philoso- 
pher's stone was " Pay as you go." Grosh says that 
of Odd-fellowship is " Pay in advance " the dues of the 
lodge. — Odd-fellows^ Manual^ pp. 192-3. 

And, curiously enough, a member in the Encamp- 
ment must still keep paying in the lodge below, whether 
he attends there or not. "'In fact^ good standing in the 
Subordinate Lodge^ which signifies freedom from disabiU 
ity by non-payment of dues^ is essential to good standing 
everywhere else in the Order ^ — GroslfCs Manual^ p. 255. 

To call such a thing '^Friendship " is treason to hu- 
man language ! Paying for and entering higher degrees 
does not exonerate from steady payment in the lower 
degrees. So that, as the Odd-fellow goes on from one 
degree to another in this temple of mock friendship, he 
increases his taxes, and so he literally " drags at each 
remove a lengthened chain.^'* The love of husband, wife, 
parents, children, brothers, friends, wells up in the hu- 
man heart at the mandate of nature. The artificial love 
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of the lodge is pledged to strangers, and springs from 
grips, signs, oaths and obligations. It is not even that 
love of humanity which led the Roman poet to exclaim: 
*" I am a man, and what concerns man concerns me!" 
For Odd-fellowship excludes humanity from its portals 
by denying its instructions to nineteen-twentieths ot 
the race; and, like all other mystic secret orders, feeds 
the religious cravings of man on the ashes and chaff of 
its ritual; excites his veneration by scenic mystery and 
show; pays back a fraction of its " dues " in benefits to 
the sick — to rich and poor alike — provided they are not 
too poor or unfortunate to be able to pay the dues, and 
calls this swindKng imposture '' Brotherly Love!" 

But all its manifold mischiefs center in and subserve 
this one grand purpose. It is a counterfeit or mimicry 
of the friendship of Jesus Christ. The New Testament 
teaching is that God sends *' the Spirit of his Son," the 
Holy Ghost, into a soul, and he immediately calls God 
his " Father," and Christ becomes his Elder Brother and 
''Friend." — Jno. 15:15. He not only called his dis- 
ciples " friends," but they are called " his brethren." 
— Heb. 2: 17. This stupendous endearment, essentially 
sublime and magnificent in the very theory and thought 
of it, is met and counterfeited by Satan in the lodge, 
by putting His spirit on the members, leading them to 
worship him and calling them "brothers," and all out- 
side of the lodges "Gentiles" and "profane!" Thus 
the infinite and infinitely glorious friendship and 
brotherhood with the eternal God through Jesus Christ 
is counterfeited, caricatured and counteracted by Satan 
by means of his degrees of " Friendship " and '* Broth- 
erly Love!" 
*B<mQ nun, et f^UM humanum a me alienum puto. 



CHAPTER X. 

Thikd, or Degeee of Tbuth." 
order of business. 

By reference to page 44 It will be seen that previous to July, 1881, the buslne^ 
of each degree was transacted In that degree. 

The Noble Grand will proceed to business by giving one rap with his gavel, 
which Is repeated by the Vice Grand, for silence and order. Immediately after 
opening the lodge. 

1. Nohle Grand — Brother Secretary, I will thank you 
to call the roll of officers, and read the proceedings of 
last lodge night. 

2. Does any brother know of a sick brother, or 
brother in distress? 

3. Consideration of previous proposal for membership. 
4 Candidates admitted. 

5. Has any brother a friend to propose to become a 
member of this lodge? 

6. Unfinished business appearing on the minutes to 
be attended to. 

7. Has any brother anything to offi^r for the good of 
this order? 

The lodge may proceed to close after the necessary business Is transacted. 
INITIATION. 

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS. 

In conferring this degree, the candidate shall not be blindfolded, but the fol- 
lowing shall be observed: 

The Noble Grand will direct the Conductor to retire to the ante-room, receive 
and Introduce the candidate. 

When the Conductor retires he shall address the chair. 

The Conductor, having examined the candidate In the First and Second De- 
grees, will approach the inside door with the candidate and give the alarm. 

KoTE 64. —••Having been duly prepared to receive this highest degree of our 
Subordinate Lodges, by a diligent acquaintance with those which have preceded 
it, and a proficiency In their duties and workings, the candidate will do well to 
give earnest heed to the Instructions he will receive from those who confer thl^ 
di«ree on hlm.^*— G'roxA'tf Manual^ p. 153. 
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Part I. 

Inside Guardian — Noble Grand, there is an slAtm at 
the door. 

Noble Grand — ^Attend to the alarm. 

Inside Gimrdian (opening the wicket) — Who eoiacs 
there? 

Conductor — A brother, who, having taken the coire- 
nant of the Order, has learned the divine lesson of 
humanity, and now seekstoobtain the Degree of Truth. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket)--rIoble Grauid, 
a brother, having taken the covenant of the Order, has 
learned the divine lesson of humanity, and now seeks 
to obtain the Degree of Truth. 

Noble Grand — Why does he seek to obtain this degree ? 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket)— Why does he 
seek to obtain this degree? 

Conductm' — Because, Truth is the Imperial" virtue. 

Inside Gtcardian (closing the wicket) Because Truth 
is the Imperial virtue. 

Noble Grand — What does he expect from the Truth? 

Inside Guardian (opening the wicket) — What does 
he expect from the Truth? 

Conductor— "Yh^i it will teach him his duty to God 
and his fellow-man. 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket) — That it will 
teach him his duty to God and hi^ fellow-man. 

Noble Grand — Admit the brother to the mysteries of 
the Degree of Truth. 

Being admitted, the Conductor will proceed with the candidate to the chair of 
the Vice Grand, and Introduce him as follows: 

Note 65.— *'As the Imperial virtue, Truth appropriates to this degree all pre- 
ceding colors and emblems. White represents Its purity, rink its steadiness ol 
purpose or Irrcfranglblllty, Blue its persistence in right speech and action. Green. 
its perpetual freshness and eternity; and, as the cardinal virtue, it appropriates 
to Itself the Scarlet badge, and sways a sceptre of dominion over the rest. He, 
therefore, who has this virtue enthroned in his soul, is priest and monarch of 
himself and all around him; for its power gives him ministry and dominion. This 
18 why the brother of this degree finds all stations of the lodge open to him, und 
Is enabled to speak at by authority co&cemlag the laws ot our Order. "~6r<»«A'' 
Manual^ p, 164. 
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Conductor — Vice Grand, I present to you , 

a worthy brother, who having been duly elected, seeks 
to obtain the mysteries of this degree. 

Vice Grand (standing) — Has he been found worthy 
in the degrees he has already received, and is he one 
who is likely to perform with fidelity the obligations oif 
an Odd-fellow? 

Conductor — He seems in all respects worthy of our 
confidence. 

Vice Grand — ^Have you carefully examined the broth- 
er in the preceding degrees? 

Conductor — I have, and find him correct. 

VICE grand's chaegb. 

Vice Grand — Brother, you are now entering upon the 
last degree of a Subordinate Lodge — that which crowns 
the fabric; and we devote it to the principle of truth," 
which is appropriately introduced in this portion of our 
work; for it follows close after Love, and has an inti- 
mate connection with it. It is the spontaneous result 
of genuine and constant Love. If you are faithful to 
the duties enjoined in the last degree, Truth will appear 
in all you say and do, as an intrinsic ornament of your 
character. If Love is the fundamental element of 
all morality, Truth is the Imperial virtue. It is the 
treasure for which the candid mind ever seeks, the con- 
summation for which we apply in all our investigations. 
It is the sanction of every appeal that is made for the 
good and the right. It condemns the wrongs, the sins, 

NoT« 66. — •• The former degrees have been devoted to the development and 
applications of Lova; this has for Its great theme, Tbttth as a principle of senti- 
ment and of action. Love In the heart and Truth In the understanding are 
closely related. Both Issue In the words of the mouth and the actions of the 
life; and are unitedly, therefore, the foundation of moral duty. Love Is the 
motive power prompting to right action- Truth the guiding light to direct It. 
Truth Is therefore the crowning virtue. It Is the great good sought hy candor; 
the great object of all our researches. Every appeal for righteouness and virtue 
rests on It; for It Is opposed to all Iniquity and wrong, all error and Ignorance. 
To dwellers In time It may seom tedious In Its progress, and hopelessly to struggle 
for conquest; but eternity will prove It omnipotent, and show It to be the victor 
ulut.''''-Groth'8 Manual, p. 163. 
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and the falsehoods of the world. It may be long in 
achieving its victory, but it is omnipotent, and must 
triumph at ]ast. The man of Truth is the best and the 
strongest man; his soul, like a spring of clear water, 
reflects the light of heaven and is full of life. His 
speech and his actions are always just — ^he wins invol- 
untary respect — ^he blesses and purifies all around him. 
He is a solid landmark amid the waves of faction, the 
storms of passion, and the conflicts of error. 

Vice Grand (to Conductor) — Conduct the brother to 
our Noble Grand. [Vice Grand resumes his seat]. 

The Conductor leads the candidate to the chair of the Noble Grand. 

Conductor — Noble Grand, by order of the Vice Grand, 
I present to you this brother for obligation. 

Noble Grand (standing) — Brother, in view of what 
has been intimated in this degree by our worthy Vice 
Grand, are you willing to enter into an obligation with 
us? 

If the candidate replies In the affirmative, the Noble Grand will call the lodge 
up, and continue: 

Noble Grand — Place your right hand on your left 
breast and repeat after me; 

OBLIQATIOU^ DEGREE OF TBUTH. 

j^ ^ in the presence' of the members of the 

Degree of Truth now assembled, do solemnly promise, 
that I will conceal and never reveal the signs, secrets, 
and mysteries of this degree, unless it be to a brother 
Odd-fellow of this degree in good standing, or in a law- 
ful lodge of brothers who shall be legally authorized to 
receive the same. And, furthermore, I promise to be 
faithful to my former obligations in this Order to tba 
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extent of my power so to do. To the faithful perform- 
ance of all which J pledge my sacred honor. 

The Koblfl Grand glTt^A one rnpi ii^atLng'tbfl lo4gQ. 

Noble Grand — Brother, are jou willing to advance, 
that yoa may become a brother of this degree? 

If tbo eandldiLtfl adbwi!!^ lu tih& «fi|i'iaaLlvc, Ifublc^ Grjuid B4dreBaeB t.Hti Con- 
ductor: 

Noble Grand — Brother Conductor, let the brother be 
taken to the ante-room, that he may re-enter and be 
instructed in the Degree of Tni th. 

Tlie Conductor, without "addruasluftbecbyr"^ wkbtbe tLcHt wTU retire vltli 
tb/6 GaDdldatti to ilia ante-fooiu. 

Paut IL 

Tbo candidate Jn tTile pun wlU ijo BtUrtd In a white mln' 

Tba Isolde GrAud wUl lie attired la a acark'i robu asd liip^ tmtl he maj wear a 
w\g and beard. 

A cliart coptbinlQ^ ttie emblema of tht-'degrscA will bi? r^l'i^^d umar tlie * ' prtn- 
clprolcbatr" (Noid)@ Grand't)^ and the Gonduc^tur {Vflih ii waud ur award) wHI 
poLiiti ant to the candidate en?!b ciublcm as tt 1h bciitg dt-iicrilit'd hf tbe propter 

The Pr^eits, in deBcrlblog' tb*^ meaala? of tlie limbic ma qjui^i rcn^alD at ttiiitr 
raapectlTfi AtatloDSt nud spea^ tliererrom^ 

All be lag rcadj« the Conductor will adyance to the inetde door wltb tbe csji- 
rid Ate, and give tbe alarm ; three ruph. 

Inside Guardian— Wc^ Grand, there \^ an alarm at 
lite door* 

Vice Grand — Attend to the alarm. 

Inside Guardian {o^tnin^ the wicket) — Who comes 
there? 

Conductor — A brother who is ready to receive the 
mysteries of this degree* 

Inside Guardian (closing the wicket}— A brother is 
ready to receive the mysteries of this degretj* 

Vice Grand — ^Admit him* 

Being admitted* the Conductor will proceed wlib tbe oandtdiue to tbe Vice 
Qrandf and Introdaee blm a« fulluwu: 

Conductor — Vice Grand, I have the pleasui^e of pre- 
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sentinpr to you for instmction Brotlier — ^ -^— » who 
19 a probationer, has served his time as guch^ and has 
proved to be obedient and willing to do his duiy in con- 
formity with his obligations* 

Vice Grand — Brother , I welcome you, and 

commend your zeal for promotion in our Order, fully 
believing that you have an ambition to do good. Be- 
fore you can be advanced to the full enjoyment of ihh 
degree it is necessary that you give acceptable answers 
to the following questions in presence of the brothers 
here assembled: 

fie rem] brothen dra,w nfiar, «o as to nfiarl; lurroiLtid the QDodlil^EtiHi Tbfi Vlo^ 
Graad proceeds. 

Vice Grand — Do you know of any reason why we 
tfhould not intrust to you the mysteries of this degree ? 

Candidate answers. 

Vice Grand — Is it your desire to receive the Scarlet" 
Degree, for the purpose of promoting your moral** and 
intellectual welfare? 

Candidate answers. 

Vice (?m?irf-*Brethren of the Priestly*' Order, are you 
satisfied with the answers? 



NoTM §7.—*' Scarlet vescmcnis, aa allusivo to the fflory, dtgiLttjt ttnd eicel- 
Lencfi of tbe Baocrdotal ofllcu, iiru given to lh& FlfLh, or Dc^^ of the Prlestljr 
Order. God ebA^ to Moacs, ' Thou ehalt make half garuientB for Aaron, tby 
brother^ for glory anJ for beauty.^ (Exod. xxvlll: £)» in tJie gevtrai BpeclHca- 
tioDA which fiillo* the l>tvlim cbargij, ^e find that »caTltt was ordained to be a 
cotistitueat part of the robi^^ the i^j^hod^ tEJu iiurmua gfrdle cf tbe cphod, aad of 
tbfi breast pUtfiitf i-wtX^mnuir'—Grosh's Manuak p. t&5. 

^OTE 6S. — '* Prayer Is not part of tbe work at Ihmatlons In a Eubordlnate 
Zodgc and thurt'fore nut admlsislbtc."— J'iJiMrv^ai of PrQ&^edings Sajfertlgr^ 
Grand Lodge^ £esjtion of 1860* p. 6309, 

KoTE 69. — " ft la opttonal wltb a lodge whether to appoint a ChaptalD OP not, 
nia duty UtQ opc'n and close the intjctinr^a wEth praycT (uaEnguona otber than 
tbe pregcrjhed form)^ to attend at funcrala of deceased broth e^fs, »iid to offlclatft 
on all public occafttons where the lodge may reQulns hla attentLancc- It la icarcel/ 
DrflceHBary to add that tbe ChapLaEn should be a man ot good mor^ cbaro^Lar."-* 
Oonaldsan't Focktl Companitfn, p. 166. 
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If tatlsfled with the answers, each member sayt, I mb. 
The brothers surrounding the candidate retire. 

Vice Grand — Condactor, you will introduce thcj broth- 
er to the High Priest of this degree. 

The Condactor leads the candidate near the principal chair. 

Conductor — High Priest Aaron, 1 present to you 

Brother , a probationer, who is qualified to 

receive the Scarlet Degree or Priestly Order. 

Noble Grand (as High Priest) — My brother, you will 
take your position in charge of the Conductor, and be 
attentive to the instruction you are about to receive. 

The candidate may here be aeated until the symbols have all been described and 
shown to him. 

Noble Grand — Brother Warden, what are the sym- 
bols of the Initiatory Degree? 

Warden— The All-Seeing Eye," the Three Links, the 
Skull and Gross-Bones, and the Scythe. 

Noble Grand (as High Priest) — Priest of the Initia- 
tory Degree, what do these symbols teach? 

NoTB 70. ~ * * The Ajj^-bxeisq Eye. ^JEtnbUm of OmniitXinM, The special 
emblem of the Initiate. 

** 'Enveloped In a blaze of light and glory, it reminds us tbat the scratlnlzing 
gaze of Our Father Is ever upon as, * beholding our actions and even our thoughts; 
for He * searcheth the heart and trleth the reins. * 

** On entering or leaving a lodge, we note it as a reminder of the Instructions 
at our Initiation, and It serves to keep us steadfast In our Integrity. Although, 
to mortal vision, * clouds and darkness are round about * the Invisible One, yet 
we know that 'judgment and justice are the foundations of His throne, 'and 
that * He dwellcth In light, * and ' in Him Is no darkness at all.* * If I say, Surely 
the darkness shall cover me— even the night shall be light about me. Tea, the 
darkness htdcth not from thee; but the night shlneth as the day: the darluiess 
and the light are both alike to thee.* 

**But this emblem also teaches us the souI-chcering truth that God looketh 
HncUytaxd pityingly ujionna; for* He remembereth that we are dust;*— and 
that He providoth for all our wants, and Is so minute In His paternal care, that 
even the hairs of our heads are numbered. 

**Letus, then, gratefully, as well as reverently, so live nnder Hfs all-teetsg 
eye, that we may thank Him for the past, rejoice before him in the present, and 
cherish an humble hope In Him for the future— thus f ulfllllng the great motto Qi 
9ar Orderi * Ix Gos wa Tsubt,* *'— QroiA's Manual^ p. lOL 
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ie/i Supporter of the Vice Grand (as Priest of tbd 
Initiatory Degree)— 

THE ALL-SEEIN'G BTB 

_-^^ Wm to^j^ Enveloped in a 

.ij^^^^l^f J'^^^^^^ blaze of light and 

^^^^^'xv \ - ^ •' '^j^^^^^& glory, reminds us 

^ that the scrutiniz- 
^ ingeye of Omnip- 
-^ otence is ever up- 
/^^ # on us; that all our 
>^^^^ thoughts, words 
aad actions are 
v^^^ilr^^" open to his view. 

The light of morning and the darkness of night are alike 
to him; and he trieth the reins and searcheth the hearts 
of the children of men. Yet, at the same time it illus- 
trates that sleepless goodness which looks down in 
mercy upon our frailties, and kindly ministers to our 
ever returning wants. 

THE THBEB LUfKS" 

Represent the grand motto of our Order: Friendship, 
Love, and Truth. They belong to that long chain of 
moral principles that bind us together 
as a fraternity. They are welded in 
the fires of purity by the sacred hands ^^ 




iffMM 



NoTK 71.— **TmB Thbbib Lnncs.— iS>wft?«» of F. L. S T. It represents the 
all-encircling chain of sympathy that unites us as one in our alms, labors, and 
abundant rewards; and reminds us that we are thus bound for our own and efteh 
each other's welfare. And it teaches us (as we have learned from the Up* of 
Antiquity), that the best safeguard against the Ills of life will be found In the 
practice of Friendship, Lore, and Truth.— * Fobgbt it kot.***-^O^M*« . 
mo/, p. 106. 
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of JehoYftlL "Thus bound with tlie chain cf sincere 
friendship, unfeigned love, and simple trLth, we may 
liye in^tbe bonds of peace, and harmonioasly pursue 
our labors for the ameb'oration of our race. 

THE SKULL JlND CBOSS-BONES" 

Are to remind us of the consuming process of nature. 
To-day we are in the full realization of health, and 

enjoyment of th- 
pleasures of this 
world. In a little 
while, the ever- 
burning furnace 
of time will con- 
sume to ashes all 
that hath life 
and vigor in this 
terrestial sphere. 
They most forci- 
bly remind us that we are bound by solemn engage- 
ments to give to the mortal remains of a departed 
brother decent sepulture; and, while we lay his body in 




NoTB 78.— **Thk Skull Ain> Cbossed 3oveb. -^Bmbletn of Mortality. It 
reminds tts, not merely that * dust we are, and unto duat we must return, ' but 
also, * that we are solemnly bound to commit the mortal remains of a departed 
brother carefully and lorlngly to the tomb, to cherish a lively recollection of his 
many virtues, lUid to bury his Imperfections with his body beneath the clods of 
the valley.' 

•* It also teaches us the vanity of worldly things— the Instability of wealth and 
power, and the certain passing away of all earthly greatness. This lesson, as 
melancdlDly as it is truthful, humbles pride, awakens compassion for others, 
rouses the soul to a proper sense of responsibility to God, and of duty to our 
fellow-men; and creates a deep abhorrence of Sik— tbat greatest of all evils— that 
bane of human happiness and peace which has bathed the world in tears and 
deluged it in blood. Thus It Inspires us to labor for the spread of that great law 
of human brotherhood, which shall yet bind all nations, kindreds, tongues, and 
peoples, In the bonds of benevolence and peace."— ^oM^tf Manuai,p. lOS. 
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the tomb, to cherish a lively recollection of his virtue:^, 
and bury all his imperfections beneath the clod that 
rests upon his bosom. 

THE SCYTHE," 

The uniyersal emblem of time, is 
to us the symbol of death. As the 
grass falls "before the mower's 
scythe, so man, like the flower and 
grass of the field, must wither be- 
neath the touch of Time, and fall 
before the scythe of the King of 
Terrors. 

Noble Grand {^ High Priest) — Warden, what are the 
symbols belonging to the First Degree, or the Degree 
of Friendship? 

Warden — The Bow and Arrows, the Quiver,'* and 
the Bundle of Sticks. 

Noble Grand (as High Priest) — ^Priest of the First 
Degree, what do these symbols teach? 

KOTS 78.— **Ths sotthb 'remtnds ns of the solemn truth, thtt as the grass 
falls before the mower*8 scythe, so man, betng as the grass and flower of the 
field, must wither before the touch of Time, and fall before the King of Terrors. 
Both teach us, that It Is only through Time that we can reach Eternity— only 
through Mortality that we can attain Immortality— only through death to sin that 
we can enter Into eternal life.'*— (?ro«A*« Manual^ p. 292. 

NoTB 74.— "Thk Quiver and the Bow,— Emblem of Preparation. 'In 
peace prepare for war.* Truly, the bow is unstrung, the quiver nnslung, the 
arrows undrawn— but all are ready! They remind us of the ancient mode of 
warfare, and of the manifestations of devoted friendship between Jonathan and 
David. 

**Theiinstning bow teaches the benefit of relaxation from undue tension of 
mind or body, when recreation can be safely sought— and the full quiver as Im- 
pressively teaches the ImporUnce of preparation for action, even In our boon 
of ease and enjoyment. 

**the true Odd-fellow will always have ready his quiver and his bow to goaitf 
% brother from aanger, or to promote hit welfare—* bioUier, ever, la war tela 
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Bight Supporter of the Vice Grand (as Priest of the 
First Degree)— 

THE BOW, ARROWS, AJSTD QUIVER, 

Are to remind us of the covenant between Jonathan 
■ ^h.^ andDavid,andby 

them we are 
taught to put 
fortn every laud- 
able eflFort to save 
a brother from 
the wrath of an 
enemy. They also 
remind us that 
we should always 

be ready to do battle in the cause of truth and justice. 

THE BUNDLE OF STICKS" 

Is a beautiful emblem of union, and 
teaches us the importance of that virtue 
in our benevolent enterprise. Separate 
the sticks, and the strength of a child 
may destroy them; but while united a 
giant's power Might be exerted in vain 
to break them. Separated, we should be 
speedily broken and destroyed by the ac- 
cumulating tide of worldly selfishness; 
but united as brothers we bid defiance to 
all opposition,and triumph over the great- 
est difficulties. 




Note TO. — * • The Bttndls of Rods . —BmbUm of Strength in Union* The 
peculiar emblem of the Covenant Degree. 

•*Thl8 memento of a dying father, to teach his children the value of anion, 
speaks no less Impressively to onr larger brotherhood. It reminds us of the 
power of each member to sustain, and be sustained by, the others, when all are 
bound Into one bundle by the bands of F, L. ft T.— making the Interests and 
labors of all the common property of each. In Odd -fellowship, union Is strength 
indeed. One rod, separated from the rest, can easily be broken — one brother, 
Isolated by selfishness, may be disheartened and destroyed— but In the firmly 
iMund bundle each brother can easily resist evil and accomplish good. Kacli 
strengthens the others against unhallowed opposition, and all stand firm and un* 
laoTMl in the mighty power of our Fellowship."— &ro<A'« Manual, p. 1S6. 
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Nolle GranS (as High Priest) — Warden, what are the 
symbols belonging to the Second Degree, or the Degree 
of Brotherly Love? 

TTaricfen— The Axe/Hhe Heart and Hand " the Globe, 
the Ark and the Serpent. 

Noble Orand (as mgh Priest) — ^Priest of the Second 
Degree, what do these symbols teach ? 

Left Supporter of the Noble Orand (as Priest of the 
Second Degree) — 

THE AXE 

Is an ancient implement 
of the artisan. It is an 
emblem of progress, as 
by it the pioneer makes 
advancement through 
the forest for the spread 
of civilization. _ 

KoTB 76.— * * Thx AxB.^£!mblem of Pioneering, tt nminds us thftt as the 
trees of the wilderness must fall before the axe, ere the sunlight can dls^^rse Its 
gloom and the land become a fruitful field, so must Divine Truth be applied to 
eyery cumbering tree and poisonous vine within us, before we can realize the 
genial glow and fully profit by the infiuences of Fraternity in our lodge, our 
Order, and in the family of man. It thus teaches us to clear away every blind- 
ing prejudice and passion—* every tree that brlngeth not forth good frujit* — and 
cast them Into the consuming and purifying fires. 

**[ In many lodges it is customary to collect donations for the needy and dis- 
tressed on the Warden's axe, which has painted on the side presented for the 
donation the expressive Heart in Hand'\.''—0rosh^8 Manual^ p. 104. 

NoT» 77.— **Thb Hbabt in 'Bjlstd.— Emblem of Sincerity, And, included 
1b this. Candor and Frankness. Though the insignia of the Past Grand, yet it is 
BB emblem of the Initiate, to remind him of the Past Grand's charge— that 
* basis or substratum of our Moral Temple, * which our feet press at our en- 
trance, and whose lessons, opening as we advance, precede us through all the 
degrees and offices of the Order. 

**It reminds us that there should be no improper concealment of feelings and 
purposes among brethren— that our greetings should be of the heart as well as 
of the hand— * that what the one In love dictates, the other in alacrity should 
perform.* Apd it teaches us that when distress and suffering call, the hand 
should be *open as day to melting charity,' and the heart warm as mother-lovs 
to sympathy and relief, remembering that * the Lord loveth the cheerful giver.* 
And it also teaches us, not only sincerity In affection and frankness and candoT 
in expression, but that * with pure hearts tnd clean hands * must we ooms to 
perform the mission of an Order dedicated to Tmst la God, and to * FBavMODb 

liOTB Alio TB01B.* "—0»*OM'« JfiUMMl, fib lOL 
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THE HEART AND HAND 

Imply, that when we greet our brethren, it should be 

with that sincerity and af- 
fection which proceeds 
from the heart. This em- 
blem, also, reminds us of 
that constant and uniform 
desire for the welfare of 
our brothers, which should 
impel us to action in the 
furtherance of those plans 
that will most promote 
their happiness. 



Represents the extensive field of our labors. It not 

Note 78.— *• Th« Globe in Clouds.— iKw6?«m of th4 World of Mankind, 
The special emblem of the First Degree. It represents the earthly home of man 
—the field of our life- efforts and labors— the nursery of Immortality. It reminds 
us that the world In which we hare now adTaneed, as It were, one step, and put 
forth our hand anew for greeting and labor, la still partly In clouds; and there- 
fore there Is much to learn and to teach In this great field, over which our breth- 
ren are so widely scattered; and It teaches as that as light Is dispersing those 
clouds, so may our light aid In dissipating the Ignorance which yet obscures those 
true relations that bind man to his Creator and to his fellow-man. It thus incites 
us to meet together as brethren, and apply the light and warmth augmented and 
strengthened by our union wherever ignorance needs the one, or want and woe 
the other. We thereby quicken our sympathies- become * more helpful to the 
distressed— more regularly thoughtful of the^happiness of others*— until, by In- 
creasing faith and hope, we have a prelibation of that grand period when the 
whole world shall bask In the light of God's Fatherhood, and all Its vast fra- 
ternity reflect to heaven, In gratitude and praise, the radiance of His glory."- 
Orosh't Ifannal, p. 113. 

•*Thb Globe in full Liem.— Emblem of the Regenerated World. It 
represents * the world, and they that dwell therein,' as beheld In its Creator's 
purpose, when * God saw everything that He had made, and, behold. It was very 
good!'— as seen by the heavenly host In vlsioned future, when *the morning 
stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for Joy *— and as It will be 
seen in reality, when purified from selfishness and sin, by the Spirit of the Most 
High breathing over and Into It the sanctifying influences of Friendship, Love 
and Truth, and of Faith, Hope and Charity. 

**By contrast with the world In clouds. It reminds ns of the w6rld at it i#, 
with the world ae it ehould be, and of our solemn duty to 'go on,* and stlU 
'onward,* under such guidance as will bring us through all darkness, tempta- 
tion and trial, to light, and rirtne, and Tiotorji at last***— G^o«A*« MamuU, p. 
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only teaches that we are to move onward in our work 

until misfortune 
has no want to re- 
lieve and sorrow no 
tears to dry; but, 
also^ that from 
whatever nation 
our brethren may 
comeT they are not 
to be sent empty 
away. 




THE AEK ' 



Reminds us of the receptacle of the two tables of stone 
upon which the Ten Commandments were written; and 



KoTs 79*— **The knn ofthb Ct>TV'SA'ST.— Emblem of the Pnsence oftM 
Most High GoU, Our Heavenly Father, This U tlia tpeciai embtcm of this 
most solemn » aubllmo and exalted degree— tbe last^ hl^hGAL, E:reateet of our 
RUual. 

''The Ark of the Covenant was placed Id the Holj of Holies; tliat l9, within 
the second! vatl of Che TalKroacle, and In the LnQcTUiost psirt of the Tennple. It 
coatsJDed the golden pot of manna, Aaron's rod that ij^idded, and the liihlcii of 
the Law. ^ ft was the Meres' -Seat, overshadowed by the wings of the Cheru- 
bim, between wWch the SiiEiftN^^^n (Cloud of Glory)* denoting the Presence of 
the Holy One» appeared to the High Frleat. All these were made after the 
Pattern which God shewed unto Moses In the Mount. (Exodus xxv: 40). That 
Ark with Its contents, and the Cherubim with the Suekikah, Ilnka toKether th» 
rememhrance of aU aacred thloge with the pTeeenee of (iod, and the hope of 
heaven. It is there fore a most solemn euihlem, BUgigeeElre of all things mont 
saered— of the Holy of Hollcst that type of heaven It eel ft and of the very 
presence of "^ the Lord— the Lord God, merclfnl andgi-acloqs. Ion?- suffering and 
ahundanl^ In goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thonaands, and forglrluf 
ItiltjuUy, tTanBgresBlon» and bId, and that will by no meana clear the guHty/ 

^' And It teaches us, that * as the prosperity of ancient Israel depended on the 
respectf devotloot ^oi obedience paid by thetn to the Ark of the Covenant and 
Its sacred depoilts, so wHl our purity, peace, and profipeHty* he coTnmf^n!?ur£te 
with our ohedJj^nci! to, and communion wlthi the Most High uud HoJj One, oM 
cTer^preBent HeavetUy Father."— GtoaA^'* Mawuait p, 2&i, 
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as the prosperity of 
the ancient Israelites 
depended upon their 
observance^ of that 
law deposit'ed in the 
^ Ark of the Covenant, 

so will our happiness be promoted by an observance of 

our good and wholesome laws. 

THE serpent"® 

Is an emblem of wisdom, 
and is placed among our 
symbols to indicate the 
necessity of a wise cau- 
tion, which will protect 
our mysteries from im- 
proper disclosure, and 
.guide us in the proper 
regulation of life and 
conduct. 
Noble Grand (as High Priest)— Warden, what are the 

symbols belonging to the Third Degree, or the Degree 

of Truth?" 

Note 80. — • • The Serpent. —ErnbUm of Wisdom. It represents * the brazen 
serpent erected by M.oses, according to God's direction, to heal the Israelites 
when bitten by the fiery serpents sent among them to chastise them for their 
sins.' In the infancy of nations, wisdom Included every degree of knowledge, 
and especially Its applications for healing, which, again, was Bynonymous with 
salvation."— (?ro«A'* Manual, p. 137. 

Note 81.— *' All the emblems heretofore explained belong to this degree, for 
In their true symbolic meanings they all teach truth. Truth In the abstract- 
pure truth, freed from the attributes of materiality— cannot be as easily received 
and understood by ttian In the flesh, as when presented In a material garb. Hence 
parables and apologues, which are but word- emblems, are so acceptable among 
all nations; and this, too, Is why. In all ages, the various objects In nature have 
been used as symbols. Humanity seems to require such representations. They 
are found In use as far as history reaches among the mists of the past. Their 
language seems the only one that escaped and survives the confusion of Bftbol.** 
-'Groth's Manual, p, l&iw 
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Warden — The Scales and Svvord, the Bible, the Hour- 
Glass, and the Ooffin. ^ 

Noble Grand (as High Priest) — Priest of the Third 
Degree, What do these symbols teach? 

Right Supporter of the Noble Grand (as Priest of the 
Third Degree) — 

THE SCALES AND SWORD" 

Are emblematical of justice, which judges with candor 
and rewards with impartiality. Among Odd-fellows, 

both justice and 
mercy are adminis- 
tered without re- 
gard to the false 
distinctions of so- 
ciety. In the lodge- 
room the high and 
low, the rich and 
the poor, the learned 
and the unlearned. 




NoTB 82.~''TmB Sgaum.— jB'm&Zem of Equity . It represents the weighing of 
evidence and opinions, to determine their true values and relations; and reminds 
us that though the love of family and country are natural, and may be made 
useful , yet we must not stop with these, nor array them In conflict with our more 
comprehensive duties to mankind and to God. It thus teaches us * that mankind 
Is our family—our country, the earth— our nation, the human race— that all men 
are one— from the monarch on his throne to the beggar In his rags, all have one 
nature, all are immortal,' and God is the equal Father of all. 

'•TmcSwoBD.— J5w6i<m of Justice, It represents the defending and en- 
forcing power of Righteousness— and reminds us that God requires us to decide 
Justly, after weighing equitably; and to defend the right even (If need be) unto 
death. In this contest the sword Is ever drawn, and therefore needs no scabbard. 

These united emblems admonish us to 'Judge not according to the appearance, 
but to Judge righteous judgment* -and teach us that ' however much of parti- 
ality may exist in the world, yet among Odd-fellows both Justice and mercy are 
administered without regard to the arllflclal distinctions of society. In the 
lodge, rich and poor, high and low, learned and unlearned, meet as brethren^ and 
unitedly engage in the work of benevolence and charity.*'— ^0«A'« Mamtal^p, 
147. 
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meet as brothers, and unitedly engage in the promo- 
tion of benevolence and truth. 

THE bible" 
Is an exhaustless fountain of Truth, the store-house 
from which all our principles are derived. Guided by 
its instructions, we may ap- 
proximate that golden age 
when the fetters of prejudice 
will be broken, the shackles 
of mental and moral bondage 
fall off, and man, redeemed 
and disenthralled from the 

slavish life of the passions, 

will assert his high birthright, nnd own the ties which 
bind him in universal consanguinity with his brother man. 

THE HOUR-QLASS^* 

Indicates the march of time, and tells us of the frailty 

Wof human life. Like the sands of the 
glass, we are passing away. How im-* 
portant that we improve our fleeting 
hours, in order that we may meet our 
end with peace! 

'*N0Tx 83. — Ths Biblb. ^M^Um of Bevealed (Sfpiritual) Truth. The re- 
creative, only real and enduring Tmth. ' For the things which are seen are 
temporal ; bat the things which are not seen are eternal. * The Bible is therefore 
'placed among oar emblems, because It Is the fountain whence we draw Instruc- 
tion, the storehouse whence our precepts are derived, and most of our emblems 
are found In Its pages.* No lodge can be held without It. 

'^Its teachings of God, &nd His Fatherhood— of man, and human brotherhood 
—as well as * the first and great command,* and *the second commandment 
which Is like unto It,* on which * two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets *— give this emblem peculiar value to all Odd-fellows of every sect and 
every creed. And In view of our certain mortality, all need Its teachings of a 
future life. Assured that man must, die, we desire to be assured that the ever- 
living God 18 our Father, and will make us the sharers of His Immortality and 
eternal life, as revealed In that Book of Books.*'— 0ro«V« Manual, p. Irtl. 

Vote 84.— "The world, at Its brightest and best, Is of Time— subject toaU 
Timers chances and changes— and this emblem reminds us that all the goodllness 
and fashion thereof Is but as the grass that wlthereth and the flower that fadeth. 
The Hour-Glass * admonishes us to Improve the moments as they fly, In a man- 
ner that shall redound to the glory of God, and our own and our neighbor's 
good. It also brings before us the great contrast between Time and Eternity." 
•*»Gfro«A*« Manudtp. 80S. 
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THE COFFIN^^ 

Points to the last home of man. How great or sojaJL ' 
high or low, all must meet on this common tevel — all 
must submit to the 
dominion of death. 
How cheerless the 
home of the dead un- 
relieved by the prospect of immortal life! But hope 
bends over man'^s last resting-place a bow bright with 
immortal ity^ which, based Upon earth, extends far into 
the sacred realms of eternity. 

If tbe caudldate b&« baen leateil lie tnu&t oow rim. 

coNCLunrNO ch.oge. 
Noble Grand (as High Pricst)^My brother, you are 
now admitted to tiie Third Degree, known also as the 
Priestly Order, Tou have already been informed that 
it is dedicated to the principle of truth* You were pre- 
pared for admission by having placed on you a white 
robe. This was intended to represent the \nirity of 
truth. But the emblematic color of this degree is 
Scarlet, implying that truth is aE Imperial virtue. The 
pure white robe is an external symbol, representing 
that your lips should spealt the truth, and at all times 
be ready to administer" words of affection to a brother 

Note 85,—*' Ta^n CorFis^—Smbltm of Certain Truth, It repreflcutB tliat 
moit certain b^i too little tiiieded troLh, thnt tbe hii^nui-ri of tho worldt the ap- 
plnasc Of TTHja, tbe dlHttadtlniis of birth, vcslth, r^mc, all end In that *nBrrgiT 
hQ\iBG.'"'''^Grosh*sMatiiiuh p. 1&9. 

IToTE B«. — '^L^tiifl not forg^jt that, whUc^c cultivate the perfection of out 
ffatemal dutle*, we shall Im prove In the knowlftdge of Deity, of our duty to 
Him, to OUT nclgliljot, and to ouraelTes : Friendship tpIII hind us together 
Trufh will direct t]?, find Lat^e wHl make out UTkjts easy; &o t?iat. at the laat^ 
when we are anmmoncd from tho terrestlal tocJgx?6 to the Oreinii Lodf?e Celeatlal, 
we may leave fotm iind ceromony behind, tliul (nir work approved, and, as the 
myatcTlcH of hear en itre unveiled to our EHlm).rltia vlgjoii, we may nrrlvR at lt« 
j:K;Trc&iJoii. and imjoy Itfi benejU throagtoM t^^a eleraal. Even so may Iti be J 
Amoa/*— ^ro^A's Manual^p, 187. 
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requhiicg consolation. You are now placed in a posi- 
tion among us to gain rank, the highest in a lodge. It, 
therefore, becomes your duty to enforce by example,*^ 
as well as by precept, the tenets of our Order. Its mys- 
teries are confided to your charge; you are to preserve 
them inviolate; duty and honor, your own solemn 
vows, all require that you be faithful, and that you also 
guard your brethren against any breach of fidelity. Be 
true and steadfast in this as well as in all things, and 
thus demonstrate that merit" constitutes the great title 
to our privileges, and that on you they have not been 
undeservedly conferred. 

Noble Grand (three raps, all rise)— Members of the 

Priestly Order, are you willing for Brother to 

receive the decoration of the Third Degree or Priestly 
Order? 

The Lodge answers. 

Noble Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge.) 

Noble Grand (as High Priest) — Conductor and War- 
den, you will now disrobe the brother. [They take oflF 



NoTi 87.— •* To prepare the Odd-fellow for these dally duties and privileges 
of life, and to direct him in their proper performance and use, is the great end 
and aim of the weekly meeting in the lodge-room. The work of the Lodge toe- 
ing but a school to exercise him in his proper work'of Odd-fellowship in his own 
heart. In his family, and In the world at large. The tokens and emblems of the 
one are designed to direct his mind co the sun, the moon, the stars, the light - 
woven bow on the cloud, the open hand, and all the other visible and Invisible 
objects in the other, which speak of God's goodness, and man's duties, and na- 
ture's blessedness, and make them Incitements to the pursuit of knowledge and 
virtue.''— Oroth*t Manual, p. 188. 

NoTi 88. — '* Careless, indolent, or ill -instructed, therefore, must he be, who 
rests satisfied with a mere attendance on lodge -meetings, and whose mind and 
heart reach not beyond the mere routine of its workings, the letter of Its lec- 
tures and charges, or the outward appearance of Its forms, emblems, and alle* 
gorlMd representations. The true Odd-fellow, using these but as an outline 
map, will study them that he may fill up their vacancies, understandlnplv mnrTc 
4)ut hi ; j.nn .ov iii '.h' •■ r.Vl. and pursue his life -pilgrimage, cnowfn,? win rice ho 
Cometh, whither he gocili, and what he doeth/'— Orosk's Mi_ luul. p. 188. 
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hiB robe]. My brother,! present to you this collar; it 
indicates your rank* We trust that your zeal for the 
proraation of the priocipleB of the Order will be ardeut 
and pure, I will now instruct you in the mysteries of 
this degree. 

In this degree there is an Alarnkj at the inner door, a 
Pass Word, a Counter Sign, an Answer to the Counter 
Sign J a Working Sign and Answer, an Explanation of 
the Working Sign and Answer, a Principal Sign, a Grip, 
a Voting Sign, and the Honors of the Order, 

The Alarm at the inner door is three raps. 

Password — The Password is AAHON to be lettered 
at all times when used for working purposes; working 
into a lodge or in ex,imniation prior to opening* In com- 
municating this word either to the Inside Guardian or 
to the Warden the brother must give the letters A- A 
. and if required by the Inside Guardian or Warden he 
must give the remainder of the word, K-O-N, lettered 
as before. The Inside Guardian and Warden must be 
satisfied. 




WORKTKG SIGK. 

Tlie ei^ is tnado as ffjllovvs: Close the 
rJgbt haiiil except tbe imlyx finger which 
Ib cxtBiidedi thnmb ovrr flngera; preaB tbc 
centre of the foifibead with the pomt of 



ANSWER. 

Place the open right hnTid oVRr the moTith, 
tbe flriEjerB to tuaform t^ tb& faee^ loeltlng 
tlic. IjrothiM- liddreet'ing eamestlj in the 

ExpUmation^Thlnk. before jon ispeak. 




Working Sign. 



AflflWl^l* 



IiaTIATIOK. 
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PRINCIPAL SIGN. 




Place the thumb of the right hand on the right nipple, 
using it as a pivot; make a span down with the little 
finger, then make a span across the breast with the fore- 
finger. 

GRIP. 
Clasp the right hands ; 
with the thumbs presi: 
hard on the third or 
knuckle joint of the 
third finger. No shaking hands in making the Grip. 



PrinclTpal Sign. 

Voting Sign— The Voting Sign is the right hand uplifted. 

HONORS. 

The Honors of the Order are given as follows ; Officers 
and Brothers standing, the Warden standing in front of 
the chair of the Noble Grand, the members looking to and 
following his motions which are : Place the open right 
hand across the left hand palms touching; clap the hands 
three times, full blows,'pause a moment and repeat, pause 
again and repeat. 

Wishing to visit a Degree Lodge or a Subordinate 
Lodge open in the third degree, you will announce your- 
presence by an alarm at the outside door, [the alarm at 
the outside door is the same as in the Initiatory,] when 
the Outside Guardian will open the wicket and require 
from you the password of the current term. If correct you 
will be admitted to the ante-room. After clothing your^ 
self in appiopriate regalia [having ascertained from the 
Outside Guardian that the lodge is open in the third degree] you will give 
three raps at the inside door. The Inside Guardian will open the wicket and 
obtain from you your name, rank and the number of the lodge to which you 
belong. The Inside Guardian will close the wicket and inform the proper 
officer, who, if he is satisfied, will direct the Inside Guardian to admit you if 
correct. The Inside Guardian re-opens the wicket and you must give him 
the password of the third degree. If correct the Inside Guardian will admit 
you, when you will advance to the centre of the room and address the Noble 
Grand with the Countersign who will acknowledge you as a brother by giv- 
ing the same Countersign. You will then turn and address the Vice Grand 
who will acknowledge you as a brother with the same Countersign. You 
will then again turn to the Noble Grand and address him with the Sign of 
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tbc third degree. The Noble Grand will give the proper auBwer to the Sign. 
You will thea be seated. Wishing to teave the lodge before it is closed you 
will address the presiding officer with the sign of the third degree and thai 
officer will answer you with the proper sign ; you will then receive from the 
Vice Grand the password of the evening which you must give to the Inside 
Guardian before you will be allowed to depart. Should you wish to re-enter 
the lodge on the same evening you may use the Vice Grand's password or 
the password of the third degree at the inner door for that purpose. The 
Vice Grand's retiring password is only U8e4 in this degree. If you are vis- 
iting your own lodge and are without the password of the current termor the 
password of this degree, the Noble Grand, being so informed, asks the Secre- 
tary aB to your standing in the lodge. If the Secretary reports favorably, di- 
rections will be given to admit you, but if the report is unfavorable you are 
so informed by the proper Guardian and you can not be admitted. (The 
Noble Grand should carefully instruct the brother in the method of using the 
passwords in working into a lodge and in examination prior to opening.) 
After which the Noble Grand will call up the lodge and instruct the brother 
in the Honors of the order and to whom they are to be given, requiring the 
brother to face the Warden, and to participate with the members in the per- 
formance of the ceremony, according to the work ; the candidate taking posi- 
tion to the left of the conductor. [After the performance of this ceremony 
and the candidate has been placed facing the Vice Grand—] 

Noble Grand — (to the Conductor) — Conductor, you 
will proceed with the closing ceremony. 

Noble Ghrand — (one rap, calling up the lodge). 

[The Conductor proceeds with the candidate to the 
centre of the room, and turning faces the Past Grand.] 

Past Grand (advancing to the candidate) — By this 
grip [he gives the grip of the First Degree as on page 92] 
I greet you in Friendship, as one who has attained to 
the First Degree. 

[The Conductor turns the candidate to face the Vice 
Grand.] 

Vice Grand (advancing to the candidate) — By this 
grip [he gives the grip of the Second Degree as on 
page 110] I greet you in Brotherly Love, as a member 
of the Second Degree. 

[The Conductor turns the candidate to face the Noble 
Grand.] 
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Noble Grand (advancing to the candidate) — Brother, 
I welcome you in Truth, and urge you to attend our 
meetings, that you may assist your brethrea and pro- 
mote your own happiness by acts of mutual assistance. 
By this grip [he gives the grip of the Third Degree as 
described] I greet you as a brother of th^ Degree of 
Truth, and I nOw declare you fully entitled to all the 
rights and privileges of the three degrees of Odd-fel- 
lowship. 

[The Noble Grand resumes his station.] 

Noble Grand — Brothers, I now introduce to you 

Brother , who has been advanced^ to the 

Degree, of Ti'uth. You will welcome him as a brother 
of this degree. 

The Lodge — Welcome, Brother. 

NobU Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge). 



Note. 89-— "The three degrees received have put you in possesBion of 
peculiar means for conferring and receiving benefits for and from your breth- 
ren in the Order, even when they are utter strangers to you, and you to them. 
But forget not that every privilege has attacbed to it a corresponding obliga- 
tion resting on you to make it a privilege to your brotber also, wben he re- 
quires it. If he is bound to give you timely warning of danger, to caution 
you against your own imprudence or the evil designs of others, or to risk his 
property, life, or reputation in a lawful effort to rescue yours, you are no less 
bound to him, to render like offices in the day of trial, need and periL That 
demand may never be made ; but when made, may it not find you faithless to 
obligation and recreant to duty V'^^Qro^K^ Manual^ p, 188, 



ANALYSIS DEGREE OF TRUTH. 

iTmthless Degree ef Trnih— Hodge-podge of Heathenism— Symbols of Pftgaa 
and Jewish Worship Used— About as Bad as Religion— The Brazen 8erp«nt, 
Metallic Bible, Ark of the Covenant, Globe and Coffin— These ♦* will T«acb 
Man his Duty to God and his Fellow-man"— Needs Nothing Further— R»sur- 
Tectlon to a Glorious Immortality Assured— How Americans and Patriots 
can Practice Odd fellowship— Aaron and Calf -worship— The Scarlet Color In 
Odd-fellowship, Popery and the Book of Bevelatlons— Tke Scarlet Woman 
and Scarlet Beast— God's Photograph of False Worships— pebaucles the 
Soul— All False Worships Included In Bomanlsm, the Scarlet Womaa of the 
Apocalypse— False Worshipers Mentally and Morally Drunk— All Moral and 
Spiritual Uncleannesses Combined In False Worships- Rome Is Wherever 
her Rites Are— The Issue In the United Brethren Church— One Hundred Se- 
cret Orders In Existence— Each an Embodiment of the Apocalyptic Beast— 
The Lamb Shall Overcome Them. 

Tliis is a " Degree of Truth " in which no particular 
truth is taught: like the conclusion of Johnson's 
Rasselas, in which nothing is concluded. It is decidedly 
insipid, even beyond the others, and bears the marks of 
exhausted invention like poetry written without inspira- 
tion. 

The friendship of David and Jonathan, and the 
neighborly kindness of the Oood Samaritan, are not 
spoiled by repetition or shorn of their power and beauty 
even when filched from the simple, sacred narrative and 
woven into a Christless worship. Indeed, their ceaseless 
repetitions, as dramatized and acted over and over, 
might be of some real benefit to the actors if they 
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were not made part of a system of social swindling 
in which men's hopes of heaven itself are used as means 
and motives to get money and votes. So this last and 
crowning " degree " of a Subordinate Lodge is a hodge- 
podge of heathenism made up of the symbols of pagan 
and Jewish worship; as "The All-seeing Eye ""The 
Skull and Crossed-Bones," " Scythe of Time," " Arrows 
and Quiver," "Axe," "Heart in Hand," " Globe," and 
other pictures whose explanation constitutes the degree; 
and which taste, after the stories of David and Jonathan 
and the Good Samaritan, like a dish of hash-victuals 
after a feast of lamb. Indeed, if the ritual had gone 
on quoting the Bible much farther. Odd-fellows would 
have thought the joke carried too far, and considered it 
about as bad as religion. So the contrivers turned from 
Scripture narratives to the above symbols and others, as 
the serpent on a pole, which the Lecture explains, with 
the pagans, to mean " wisdom," while the notes say 
(note 80), "It represents the brazen serpent raised by 
Moses," to show Christ as made sin for the people, the 
sight of which healed them. But still, these wicked 
inventors cannot get on without Christ's Scriptures, 
but put into this hodge-podge degree, in addition to the 
above, a little metallic Bible^ an Ark of the Covenant^ 
and a Globe in Light, as " the field of our [their] la- 
bors," to copy Christ's saying: " The field is the world," 
to sanctify the absurd mass; and a pictured coffin is 
thrown in at the end to solemnize the play. 
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And this devil's compound, seasoned with pagar 
prayer, is called " The Degree of Truth^'' practiced^ 
sanctioned and taught by Schuyler Colfax and Ruther- 
ford B. Hayes, once Vice-President and President of the 
United States! And the duped initiate is told by the 
Conductor that this strange medley, which does not 
leave one sound, substantial idea in his mind, ^* wul 

TEACH HIM HIS DUTY TO GOD AND HIS FELLOW-MAS"!" 

(See Ritual, p. 120.) 

Of course, after recpiving this '^Degree of Truth/' he 
needs neither Moses nor prophets, Christ nor apostles, 
the Bible nor the Holy Ghost, to teach him his whole 
duty and the way of life. He has graduated; taken his 
degree from the Subordinate Lodge, and is assured of 
" a happy resurrection to a glorious immortality." (See 
the Grand Sirens Address Consecrating the Odd-fellows^ 
Burying Ground^ Chicago,) * 

But are not Schuyler Colfax, R. B. Hayes, and a host 
of such men , Americans and patriots ? If this analysis 
be true, why are such men in Odd-fellowship? * 

The answer is: The same cause that took ^^ Aaron the 
Saint of the Lord," into that calf-worship and jollifica- 
tion at Sinai. The explanation which he gave to Moses 
was popular: "Thou knowest the people that they are 
set on mischief." The motive in both cases is popular 
favor: ^^For they loved the praise of men more than the 
praise of Ood/'—John 12 : 43. 
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And we read in the Ritual (p* 136), *' The emblematic 
color of this degree ii3 b cablet f' a color prominent in 
Odd-fellowship regalia, as in the Apocalypse. 

"And there cam© one of the seven angels, which had 
the seven vials^ and talked with me, saying: unto me: 
Come hither, and I will shew thee the judgment of the 
great whore that sitteth on many waters; 

** With whom the kings of the earth have committed 
fornication, and the inhahifcauts of the earth hava 
been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 

" So he carried me away in the Spirit into the wilder- 
ness (of America ?) and I saw the woman ait upon a 
scarlet-colored beast, fall of namea of blasphemy, 
having seven heads and ten horns, 

*^ And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet 
color, and decked with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abom- 
inations and filthiness of her fornication/' 

^* These shall make war with the Lamb, and the 
Lamb shall overcome them ; for he is Lord of lords, and 
King of kings: and they that are with him are called, 
and chosen, and faithful." 

" And he saith unto me. The waters which thou raw- 
est, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and multi- 
tudes, and nations, and tongues." 

'^ And the woman which thou sawest" is that great 
city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth .''^—JJ^i?, 
17:1-4,11,15,18. 
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This is God's photograph of false worships showed 
to John in Patmos. 

False worship debauches the soul, whose worship, like 
fealty in woman, is for one. The scarlet woman on the 
seven-headed beast is Rome on her seven hills, "that 
great city which reigneth over the kings of the earth;" 
but she is the " mother of harlots and [all spiritual] 
abominations of the earth." That is, all the elements 
of all false religions and religious worships are in her, 
those of Freemasonry and Odd-fellowship included. 
And every false worship on earth is a despotism, ruling 
rulers and people. 

False worshipers are "drunk." Their heads swim. 
" The god of this world " hath blinded their mikds. 
" These make war with the Lamb," cut his name out of 
his Bible, cast his Bible out of schools and his atone- 
ment out of their prayers, or make him as the Papacy 
does, a mere tool of incantation in the hands of priests, 
owning him in words, but denying him in works. 

All moral and spiritual filthinesses are combined and 
concentrated in false worship. Like fornication it de- 
stroys shame, and confounds all moral and spiritual 
ideas. Freemasons and Odd-fellows who have drunk 
this filthiness tell the truth when they say they can not 
see aught in the lodge inconsistent with Christianity. 
They can not. Their minds, as their eyes were, are 
blinded. And unless they escape by Christ, for them 
" is reserved the blackness of darkness forever." 
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No Scripture, least of all Scripture prophecy, is of 
any local or particular interpretation. Rome is not 
alone on the Tiber. She is everywhere where her rites 
are. For in them is " the hiding of her power." And 
" the great whore, sitting on many waters," which are 
the tongues, peoples and nations who have been made 
drunk with her filthiness and false worships, is the 
spiritual photograph of false worships to-day, as it was 
when John was *' in Patmos for the word of God and 
the testimony of Jesus Christ." 

These now, as then, " make war with the Lamb." 
Certain " United Brethren," falsely so-called, denounce 
their brethren who resist the moral filthiness of the 
false worships, because they make their church unpop- 
ular, especially in the cities, which are almost " wholly 
given to idolatry," as in the days of Paul. 

But if the world hateth them, we know that it hated 
Christ before it hated them. "If," says Christ, *' ye 
were of the world, the world would love his own; but 
because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you." — 
John 15: 18, 19. 

The world does not hate Bishops Glosbrenner and 
Weaver, and Agent Shuey, and their helpers in the 
church of the United Brethren in Christ. But it hates 
all those who, by prayer and testimony, are seeking the 
overthrow of the lodge. Though if Otterbein, and 
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Boehm, and Newcomer, Guething and the sainted dead 
who founded that church were now here, every well- 
informed member of it knows they would be among the 
sternest abhorrers of the lodge. And, till lately, those 
who would have stood by those founders, in the whole 
membership of one hundred and fifty-nine thousand, 
would have been more than one hundred to one. 

The coincidence in hue between the scarlet woman 
and her scarlet-colored beast filled with the names of 
blasphemy, and the scarlet caps, robes and degree of 
Odd-fellowship, and the same color also prominent in 
the regalia of Rome, may be thought incidental. But 
there is no mistaking the identity of their nature. The 
filthiness of false worship is the same in all three. And 
their moral effect is the same. The people are drunk 
wit\i it. 

There are now about one hundred secret orders^ 
working nightly, outside and inside of our courts, legis- 
latures, schools, colleges and churches; and evety such 
order, little or large, is an apocalyptic Beast or image 
of a Beast; each one is a living embodiment of an 
anti-Christian force, and each lifts the same serpent 
head which appeared in Eden to estrange man from his 
Maker; each swears or pledges its votaries to conceal 
they know not what, and each subjugates them for life 
to unseen and unknown superiors. Nor is their poison 
restricted to their own membership. The outside world 
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'^ wonier after the Beast, saying: Who is able to mAk<3 
war with him?"— i?t'v;. 13:3, 4. 

These all make war upon the Lamb; but, blessed be 
God, *^ the Lamb Bhall oyexcome tbem/^ 



Plak of Ekcampmei^t Rook. 



SCRIBE. 




Ja. Waxdzh, Guim. 



TEEAS. 




DOOR. 





I. S. SENTINEL. 



PARAPHERNALIA ROOM, 



ANTE ROOM. 




The location of the doors, either to the encampment room or the ante-room, or 
from outside to the vestibule, cannot be determined, and It Is not proposed to fix 
duflnltely which side of the Chief Patriarch the Scribe and Treasurer shall sit, 
nor on which side of the room the Tent shall be. 



CHAPTER XL 

The EisrcAMPMEin:" Degrees. 

The eeremonles and ritnal here given conform exactly to the Sabordlnate En- 
campment Charge -Book fufhished by the Soyerelgn Grand Lodge, I. O. O. F., 
adopted at the sesBlon of 1880,at Toronto, Canada. 

BY-LAW OF THE SOVEBEIGK" GRAin> LODGE I. 0. O. F. 

"All State, District or Territorial Grand Lodges and 
Grand Encampments shall enforce upon their Subordi- 
nates" a strict adherence to the Work" of the Order, 

KOCT 90.—** Though teaching peaceful lessons, the Encampment assumes 
military forms. The candidate Is therefore met with a more rigid scrutiny and 
In a sterner manner than on his entrance Into the Subordinate Lodge. He need 
not wonder, then, at the strict watch which will be kept over him, nor the re- 
straints that will be imposed on him until he has passed the ordeal, and proyed 
himself to be no enemy in disguise, but a true Odd-fellow. Let him rely on the 
kindness of his guardian to sustain and defend him until Justice awards him re- 
lease, and the benevolence of the Patriarchs greets him with hospitality and fra- 
ternal welcomes."— (?ro0A*« Manual, p. 363. 

KoTB 01.— ** While the Sovereign Grand Lodge has granted State Grand Lodges 
large powers of supervision over their Subordinates, It has not surrendered Its 
own Inherent right to Interfere in the financial concerns of individual lodges 
whenever necessary for the furtherance of the principles of the Order.*'— «7oi*r- 
nal of Proceedings Sovereign Orand Lodge, Session of 1880, p. 8452. 

NoTB 83.— ** The powers of Subordinate Lodges are extremely limited. They 
are * restricted to the exercise of powers conferred by their charters and the laws 
of the several Grand Lodges under which they exist * (1014) ; they may make 
by-laws for their own internal government, but these by-laws must not conflict 
with the laws and decisions of their State Grand Lodge (1019) ."—Journal of 
Proceedings Sovereign Orand Lodge, Session of 1880, p. 8452. 

NoTs 93.— "Subordinate Lodges are termed 'working lodges,* (In distinction 
from Grand Lodges, which are legislative bodies), because In them candidates 
are initiated, moral and social Inatructlons given, and provision directly madG 
for performing the active works of Odd •fellowship. "—6^o«^'« Manual^ p. 163. 
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according to the forms furnished by the Sovereiffa** 
Grand Lodge, I. 0. 0. P., and shall be held responsible 
for any irregularities that they may allow under their 
jurisdiction. They shall neither adopt nor use, or suffer 
to be adopted or used, in their jurisdiction, any other 
Charges, Lectures, Degrees, Ceremonies," Forms of 
Installation, or Regalia, than those prescribed by the 
Sovereign Grand Lodge, I. 0. 0. P." 

' en^campmekt" opening cebbmonies. 

These ceremonlea are the regular opening exerclges of the Encampment and 
for convenience are given introductory to the first Encampment degree; but, as 
will be observed, the Encampment is opened In the Royal Purple Degree and all 
the business of the Encampment must be transacted In that Degree. 

Chi^ Patriarch {one rap, calling to order) — Junior 
Warden^ see that all present are Patriarchs, that the 
Sentinels are at their stations, and the password of the 
evening is given. 

In this examination the Junior Warden must obtain from each member the 
Check Password (In full), and the password of the Royal Purple Degree (let- 
tered), but neither the Sentinels nor Junior Warden are required to respond to 
members by giving any portion of the passwords. The Junior Warden must see 
that every officer. Including the Sentinels, Guide, Watches and the Guards of the 

NoTB 94. — •* Section 5, Aetiolk I., of CoNSTixuTioif Sovebkiok Gband 
LODOX. To this Grand Lodge belongs the power to regulate and control the 
unwritten work of the Order, and to fix and determine the customs and usages 
In regard to all things which appertain thereto ; and to It alone belongs the power 
to provide and establish suitable lectures and other written work therefor. But 
the unwritten work of the Order shall in no wise be altered or amended, except 
by a four-fifths vote of the members of this Grand Lodge, nor shall the written 
work of the Order be In anywise altered or amended, except with the concur- 
rence of two-thirds of the members of this Grand Lodge.''*— Journal of Pro- 
ceedings Sovereign Grand Lodge, iSession of 1880, p. 8328. 

N"ote95. — '•i?««<7;wd, That the revised Initiatory, Degree and Encampment 
Work, as adopted at this session, shall go Into operation on the first day of Jan- 
uary, 1881, and that to this end the Grand Secretary is directed to have the same 
ready for distribution, upon orders of subordinate Grand Secretaries and Grand 
Scribes, by that time/*— Journal of JProceedingt Sovereign Grand Lodge, 
Session of 1880, p. 8456. 

NoTB 96. — ** While the military forms are observed in Its opening and closing, 
the business Is transacted as In the Subordinate Lodge, the ofiloers recite their 
duties at opening, and It Is always opened and closed with prayer by the proper 
QflWT.^—Orosh's Manual, p. 2bQ. 
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Tent, Is at his po8t« and It Is also his duty to ascertain whether the password of 
the eyenlng has been given by the Senior Warden to the Inside Sentinel ; bat the 
Junior Warden neither gives nor receives the password of the evening from 
officers or members. 

Junior Warden — Chief Patriarch, all pre3ent are Pa- 
triarchs, the Sentinels are at their stations, and the 
password of the evening is given. 

Chief Patriarch — Has the High Priest assumed his 
station? 

Junior Warden — (answers accordingly). 

Chief Patriarch (two raps, all rise) — The officers and 
Patriarchs will rise while the Junior Warden assists me 
in opening the Encampment in the Royal Purple De- 
gree. 

Junior Warden — 'Sj direction of the Chief Patriarch, 
I proclaim this Encampment open in the Royal Purple 
Degree, - 

Chief Patriarch — Senior Warien, what is your duty 
in the Encampment? 

Senior Warden — ^It is my duty to perform the cere- 
monies intrusted to me, and to support the Chief Pa- 
triarch and the High Priest in the discharge of their 
duties. 

Chief Patriarch — Junior Warden, what is your 
duty? 

Junior Warden — To examine the Patriarchs prior to 
opening; to assist the Chief Patriarch and High Priest 
according to my office, and to see that the signs are 
given correctly. 

Chief Patriarch — Scribe, explain your duty. 

Scribe — It is my duty to record all proceedings of 
this Encampment [when the duties are divided between 
a Recording and a Financial Scribe, the answer qf the 
Recording Scribe ends here^ and the Financial Scribe 
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gives the remainder^, to keep accurate accounts between 
this Encampment and its members; to receive all its 
moneys" and pay them to the Treasurer, taking his 
receipt for the same. 

Chief Patriarch — Outside Sentinel, explain your 
duty. 

Outside Sentinel — It is my duty to take charge of the 
ante-room, and to admit no Patriarch [except a Patri- 
arch with a card] without the Chief Password of the 
term, unless directed by the Chief Patriarch so to do* 

Chief Patriarch — Inside Sentinel, explain your duty. 

Inside Sentinel — It is my duty to prove every Patri- 
arch before he is admitted; to report his name to the 
Chief Patriarch, upon whose direction to obtain the 
password of the degree in which the encampment is 
opened, and, when the Encampment is open in the 
Eoyal Purple Degree, to suffer none to retire without 
the password of the evening, or to return without that 
password or the password of the degree. 

A password of the eyenlng Is used In the Encampment when open in the Royal 
Purple Degree, and It Is determined upon by the Senior Warden, who communi- 
cates it to the Inside Sentinel, and to members retiring, who must give it to the 
Inside Sentinel before they depart. 

Chief Patriarch — Most Excellent High Priest, ex- 
plain the duties of your office. 

High Priest — It is my duty to counsel the members 
of the encampment to improve themselves in the Lee- 
tures and Charges, as well as in the practice of their 
doctrines; to conform to the General Regulations, and 
thus preserve the uniform mode of working in this En- 

NOTB 97.— •• Each lodge Is not only a Beneficial, or Mutual Aid Society, but 
also an Association for mental and moral Improvement, whose meetings and 
operations are designed to improve and elevate the characters of Its members.** — 
Qro9h*8 Manual, p. 80. 
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campment; and to give such instructions to newly- 
initiated members as the good of the fraternity may 
require. 

Chief Patriarch — Patriarchs, my office gives me 
charge of this Encampment, and requires me to see that 
the respective officers and brethren perform their duties 
in a proper manner. It is unnecessary now to recapit- 
ulate those duties, or to enlarge upon the relations which 
we all bear to each other. Our own experience has 
established the value of our laws and regulations, and 
we are pledged strenuously to support them, and be 
ready at all times to aid in their execution^ We are not 
to palliate or aggravate the offenses of our brethren, 
but in the decision of every trespass we should judge 
with candor, admonish with friendship, and reprehend 
with justice. Such is the nature of the engagements 
which we are bound by the most sacred ties to perform. 

An ode may now be song. 

Chief Patriarch — Officers and Patriarchs, be attentive 
while the Most Excellent High Priest offers a prayer. 

PRAYEB BY THE HIGH PRIEST. 

Heavenly Father, we pray thee to look with favor 
upon this meeting. Guide us in our efforts to improve 
the time before us; let thy care and the good we receive 
at thy hands instruct us in our duties toward each 
other; and so direct all our acts that thy name may be 
magnified now and forever. Amen. 

Chief Patriarch — (one rap, all are seated). 

ORDER OF BUSIKESS. 

One rap calls to order, two raps call up the Encamp- 
ment and one rap seats it. 
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1. Chief Patriarch — Scribe, you will call the roll of 
ojQBcers, and read the proceedings of our last meeting, 

2. Does any brother know of a Patriarch who is en- 
titled to our aid or sympathy?** 

3. Previous proposals for admission to membership 
will now be considered. 

4. Candidates admitted and degrees conferred. 

5. Proposals for membership received and referred. 

6. Unfinished business. 

7. New business, 

8. Has any Patriarch anything to offer for the good 
of the order? 

9. Closing. 

General Regulations 
Adopted by the Sovereign Grand Lodge, Session of 1880. 

VOTING AND ADVANCEMENT. 

The voting in an Encampment, unless otherwise pro- 
vided by ballot or ticket, is by yea and nay; but if a 
division is asked for, all who vote in the affirmative are 
required to rise and stand until counted — those voting 
in the negative rise and stand until counted. If the 
Junior Warden counts (by direction of the Chief Pa- 
triarch of course), he will inform the Chief Patriarch of 
the number of votes for and against the proposition, 
and the Chief Patriarch announces the result. When 
balloting in a Subordinate Encampment, the ballot-box 
shall be placed on a pedestal near the center of the 
room, and the Chief Patriarch shall supervise the bal- 
loting. 

Note 08.— "John Randolph professed to have found that the philosopher's 
stone consisted simply in these four word*— * Pay at you go.* But an Odd-fellow 
will more surely find It in the three words— 'Pay in advance.* **—Qrosh:a Man- 
ual, p. 192. 
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When a brother is initiated into the Encampment it 
shall be called admitted. 

When the Golden Rule Degree is conferred, it shall 
be called advanced. 

When the Royal Purple Degree is conferred, it shall 
be called exalted; to-wit: 

Admitted to the Patriarchal Degree. 

Advanced to the Golden Rule Degree. 

Exalted to the Royal Purple Degree. 

MISCELLAKEOirS. 

The Check Password is determined upon by the Grand 
Patriarch of the State, District or Territorial Grand 
Encampment. - It is communicated to the Chief Patri- 
arch and Senior Warden of each Subordinate Encamp- 
ment at the installation of its officers, each term. After 
his installation the Chief Patriarch shall himself, or by 
the Junior Warden or other member of the Encamp- 
ment, give the Check Password, privately, to each mem- 
ber of the Encampment who shall be present and 
entitled to receive it. 

The Check Password shall be given to proper officers 
of Encampments immediately subordinate to the Sov- 
ereign Grand Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd- 
fellows, by the District Deputy Grand Sire of the juris- 
diction. 

The Chief Patriarch, or in his absence the Senior 
Warden, can alone give (or cause to be given) the Check 
Password to members entitled thereto. 

No officer, nor, of course, member, can enter or retire 
from an Encampment when open and working as such, 
without the proper sign, etc. (addressing the chairs), 
except the Junior Warden in charge of a candidate. 
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The law in regard to tlie Honora of tlie Order ri^fers 
to Subordinate Encampments as well as to Subordinate 
Lodges. 

The Holy Bible" is an integral part of Odd-fellow- 
ship, and it is necessary that it should be present in 
every Encampment while open for business. 

QUAXitFlCATIONS*'*^ FOU MEMBEESHIP. 

Brothers in good standing in lodges under the juris^ 
diction of the Sovereign Grand Lodge of the Independ- 
ent Order of Odd-fellows, and who have attained the 
Degree of Truth, may be admitted to and retain mem- 
bership in an Encampment of Patriarchs, subject to the 
regulations applicable to this branch of the Order. 

Tbe High Priest of an Encampment shall, when con- 
ferring any of the degrees, wear a robe""' made of royal 
purple fabric, trimmed with ermine or white fabric, with 
a white surplice of muslin, linen or silk, together with 
a mitre and breastplate, 

KoTB 99. — ""Ths CTirlfltlanlty TFtlcli 1h lai^ffol on one Bide of atnoantfilix, or 
fitrefim, or CTcn an liaaalnary Uiii', UpnaUtiocI wlib cojifiacailon, ImprlsocineDt* 
or dedLli. OQ tha other hMo^ Docs God icq.ulfe ihts ai the lijindj of on q portion 
of blft ohlldrea toward the ottiof portlOD, ttielr brethryn? JIeib lie Instituted euch 
la ITS: doe* lie inflict But;h penaltfua fcr dlffe:rencea cf opinion? Theu^ If wb take 
Into conEildeTHtloa qH the rellglona In the world, how mm^h greater t&e intoler- 
anccl Not only between tlie Korth and the South of Europe^ hut the European, 
Jlvfu^ amid the reflnemf^nta uf art and aotencc. Is hut IRtte In adrauce of tho 
Astatic^ wbfi, though llvtng In the land of Adam, of Keah, of AbrahAm, and 
£>thtiT Bible worth I [is, rejeels that l^oofc and cltngfl to tbe Shaster or the Kor&n, 
fliul calls all ii[fliltl& wlio acknow]od£;o not tb« autborltr of Confucius, or Mti* 
hornet* OT liTBiimJi."—Grosh't Manual, p. 271. 

NoTi 100. — '* Tbe dcBcendftpU of Abraham^ the diverse followera of Jeeufl, 
the Pari aha of the stricter scots, bcre gather around the aame altai', aa o:n> fain- 
ll/t inanlfufitlQirnodllloreiiceaof creed or worship, aiifl dtHcord and conLentlon 
are forgotten lu workiSi of hiiniaaJtr and ptiaae^^"^ i^f'oshe Ma final, p. 2Ti. 

>^OTE 101 .— '' Tiu^ coflt of our dtcoTationa has heeu employed In givtug needed 
lahf^r (and &!/ that lahorn honoraMe SLibsIatentsc) to huadrLdi fttid thoustmila of 
Inflrfltrtmismeii. women, atifi ohfldnn. Sofarj thein, it baa not been uspyndei 
In vain. '— Gr-jaA'* Maniial^p, 56. 
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The guards of the tent shall, during the conferring 
of degrees, be clothed with a pilgrim's blouse and cap, 
bearing each a spear and shield. 



Diagram for Patriarchal Degree, 

PARTS I AND n. 



Altar of 
SMrlfice. 



CUSTAIK Oa, SOBSBN. 



WILDERNESS OF PARAN. 





. .£^. 



CHAPTER XII. 
Patriabohal,'" oe First ENCAMPiiEOT' Deqkee. 

OnTIATION. 

Clotking^** of Me^nbers and Officers^ 

CHIEF PATRIAECH. 

Purple gown, yellow belt ; tiarban with black bftad 
and yellow top;- crook. 

SHNIOR WAEDEN. 

Purple gown, yellow belt; turbau with black buid 
and yellow top. ^ 

JtTKlOE WARDKBf. 

Purple gown, yellow belt; turban same as SeQi^r 
Warden, 

8UBORDINATH OFFICERS, 

Purple gowns, yellow belts, black turbans. 

ITOT^lOft.— **Tlie pitdarclml branch of thfl Order In, In the cstlmBtlou oT 
oiinj. far more desirable than the tnUIatory branch. Every Odd-feJIow- should 
make It his aim id reach the 'topmost round of ttio Inddcr of Oddfqllowahip/ 
the RojBi Furple D^vJ^e'^—^onatdtOfi'i Poeket C<fmpfinlon^ p. 1^. 

^OTE 109. — *' Such our dccoratlotiB, emblems, and forms are to ui. The light 
abed on their meaalng, aa we adTance in Odd-fenowahip, and their noreJ appli- 
cation a to Impress on our mlnda Important prlnciplea and pfsciipta, render tham 
pecullarlj plcaslnf tmd hlffhlj u»efuK The thoughtful Odd -fellow ts conUati^n^ 
reminded liytbsmof Imponut datffts to God sod taBo.'^—&rosh'g ManttAi^ 
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MEMBERS QKEiTEEi^XT. 

Purple gowns and belts. 

The High Priest acta as '' Abraham " ia thk <Iegi?c«, 
and occupies a tent, wbich should be of the ridge-pole 
style. His dress should be lite the Chief Patriarch'?, 
and he should have a very heavy white beard and wig 
— no turban. 

In parts I and II the official stations are vacated 
excepting Senior Warden's, and that officer has charge 
of the Encampment. 

The Chief Patriaich occupies a tent in part I of this 
degree. 

The Junior Warden a^ts as a companion candidate in 
parts I and IL 

PjJiT L 
PREFAB ATION OP CAH'DIDATl. 

The Junior Warden proceeds to the ante-room and 

dresses the candidate as himself , in a common light - 
brown gown, with a rope around the waist for a girdle^ 
a brown turban and a staff to cany. The candidate is 
blindfolded and sometimes has a sack on his back and 
aandals upon his feet There i^^ a dim light in the En- 
campment room. A curtain or screen is so arranged as 
to conceal the alfcar* The Watches act as ' • Wilderness 
SentxDelfli" and also as Torch Bearers. All rough usage 
when conferring this degree 13 strictly forbidden. 

Junior tVarden (entenng Encampment door, which 
IS left a little ajar, with candidate) — Halloo I Balloel 

UetnbetA r!B^ a« If trnpr^panid for uu tatnufon. 

Inside Sentinel^the camp is osaailad. 
Others — The camp is assailedl 
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Blindfold Is temporarily removed and First and Second Se&ttattl Of ttm 
Wilderness rush up with their spears pointing to the candidate. 

Junior Warden — Hold! we are not enemies,"* we are 
brothers and friends. We desire to see the Chief Pa- 
triarch and be instructed, that we may become herds- 
men, and at the proper time Patriarchs. 

First Sentinel (with spear elevated to the breast of 
candidate) — You cannot pass except as captives. Bring 
forth the chains. [They are brought.] Now bind the 
prisoners. [Candidate is bound and blindfolded.] 

Senior Warden — (one rap, seating the Encampment). 

Junior Warden — Bind us as you will, but true friend- 
ship will ultimately sustain us in all our trials. And 
remember, though prejudice impose bonds and fetters, 
that justice will award the greetings of a brother. 

First Sentinel — Captives, you have permission to ap- 
proach the Chief Patriarch with a Guide. 

Guide (taking him in charge) — Captives, come this 
way. If you arS friends he will give you welcome, but 
you must prove to him that you are not impostors. 

The trial to which you are to be subjected will serve 
to test your faith and sincerity. Be not weary in well- 
doing, for in due season you shall reap if you faint not. 
You are as one entering a pathless forest, relying on 
patience and perseverance for his guides. But all cause 
for gloom and doubt will soon be dispelled. 

Hark! 1 hear the tramping of feet. What can it 
mean? Oh, I see; it is the Patriarchs returning from 
their visit to the venerable Abraham at Beersheba. It 
is their custom to visit him and do him honor at certain 

NoTBlOl—'* Depend upon It, that If a public excitement is ever got up agalni^ 
onr Order, the Improper modes of perforniing our work pursued by some En- 
campments wiU be the fuei to feed iu destroying flames.'*— Gro«A*« Manual^ p. 
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feasts, and receive his blessing. [Tbey pause, and a 
proceasion passes near the candidate. Sometimes there 
is music and singing.] They are traveling in the direc- 
tion of Mt. Horeb, and we yn\\ follow them. We are 
still crossing the wilderness of Par an, the mountains 
are near, and our journey will soon be at an end< Ah, 
here are the inner sentinels, and we shall have to stop. 

Third Sentinel — Who cornea there? 

Guide — Friends from Mt. Hor, traveling, by permis- 
sion, to see the Chief Patriarch, desiring to get employ- 
ment as herdsmen. 

Fourth Sentinel — ^Friends, you look tatigued. Pass 
and rest with the Chief Patriarch. 

Guide — That sentinel was very kind. He has had 
experience as an old Patriarch, and he has sympathy for 
you. Ah! here is the tent. 

First Guard to Tent — Who come^ there? 

Guide — Travelers from Mt. Hor, who desire to see the 
Chief Patriarch* They have passed the sentinels and 
desire food and rest. 

First Guard to Tent — Wait, and I will report their 
presence. 

First Guard to Tent — Chief Patriarch, there are 
travelers without who need food and rest, and wish 
employment that they may become herdsmen. 

Chief Patriarch — Whence came they, and did they 
properly pass the sentinels? 

First Guard to Tent — They are from Mt. Hor, and 
have crossed the plains of Paran, The outer sentinels 
passed them as captives, and gave them a gaide. 

Chief Patriarch (seated) — Let the strangers enter and 
provide thera with seats. [They enter the tent or are 
seated at the door.] Take off the bandage and remove 
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those chains. [The bandage and chains are removed.] 
Travelers, I welcome you. The door of a Patriarch's 
tent is never closed against any one in distress. Guard, 
bring forth refreshments, that we may give food to the 
strangers, for they must be hungry and thirsty, after 
having crossed the wilderness. [He brings bread, salt 
and water, placing them on a small table in or before 
the tent.] 

Chief Patriarch (seated) — Strangers, partake with me 
of some bread and salt, and drink of this pure water. 
I have but little, but that little I cheerfully share with 
you. Hospitality to the stranger is a solemn duty, 
acknowledged and practiced among the Patriarchs. 
The God whom we worship is the Father of all men; he 
sends his rain and his sunshine alike upon the evil and 
the good. The ties of i common humanity unite us 
with every creature, and stamp the character of broth- 
ers upon the whole intelligent creation. But while 
this is our duty and should ever be- our practice, it is 
equally imperative upon us to admit no traitor or spy 
into our camp to mar our happiness or disturb our 
peace. It is necessary, therefore, having relieved your 
present wants, that you should now undergo a strict 
examination, to prove that you are not enemies in dis- 
guise, but true and honest men. Strangers, are you 
willing to prove, by an examination, that you are friends 
and not spies? 

Junior Warden — We are. 

Chief Patriarch — Give me the Password of the Degree 
of Friendship. [Candidate gives it.] 

Chief Patriarch — Give me the Grip of the Degree of 
Brotherly Love. [Candidate gives it.] 
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Chief Patriarch— Gire me the Password and Grip of 
tlie Degree of Truth. [Candidate gi^es themj. 

Chief Patriarch — lam satisfied wifch your proficiency 
and greet you aa Odd-fellows, Ever remember that 
yott mtist be hailed and recognized as the representatives 
of the Oracle of Truth, and that it behooves you to 
form your characters by that expressive symbol which 
has been selected as the basis of the Scarlet Degree* 
And now, my brethren, what is it that you desire? 

Junior Warden (for candidate) — To be admitted as 
novitiates of the Patriarchal Degree^ that we may 
obtain employment as herdsmen. 

Chief Patriarch — That being your wish, and being 
Odd-fellows, I haVe confidence in your fidelity, and you 
have now my permission to become novitiate Patri- 
archs* Guide, conduct the brothers to the Senior Waiv 
den, with my request to administer to them the Patri- 
archal obligation. [The candidate is led to the chair of 
the Senior Warden} 

Guide — Senior Warden, I am instructed by the Chief 
Patriarch to request you to administer to these brethren 
the Patriarchal obligation. 

Senior Warden — My brethren, it being your wish to 
take the obligation of the Patriarchal Degree, you will 
place yourselves in the attitude in which you were 
initiated into Odd-fellowship and repeat after me the 
following: 

Senior Warden — [two raps, calling up the Encamp- 
ment). 

OBLTOATIOIT- 

T, , do solemnly promise never to reveal the 

secrets, signs, passwords or gripa of the Patri^cha] 



Order to any person or persons, except to a legal Patr^ 
arch, or within a legal Encampment of Patriarchs. I 
will never reveal, directly or indirectly, any transaction 
of this or of any other Encampment, which, by the 
regulations of the Order, should be kept secret. And 
if I know that a brother has violated this duty, I will 
report him at the first meeting of the Encampment 
thereafter. To the keeping and performance of all this, 
I pledge my sacred honor. 

Senior Warden — (one rap, seating the Encampment). 

Senior Warden — Brothers, having taken the ohliga* 
tion of the Patriarchal Degree, you are now qualified 
to enter upon your course of life as shepherds. As 
herdsmen, watch well your fiocka^ see that none perish 
for want of attention. It is your duty to be good and 
faithful to all that may he placed in your charge. 
Brothers, you will now have three days for preparing 
yourselves for service aa herdsmen. You will then 
report to me for employment. 

Junior Warden (for Isaac, the candidate) — I am the 
son of Abraham who is at Beersheba* Before I enter 
with my friend upon my duties as herdsman, I desire to 
make obedience to my father , that I may receive his 
blessing* 

Senior Warden — I commend your zeal and filial af- 
fection. Go to your father; and that you may travel 
safely across the wilderness of Par an, I will give to you 
the wilderness pass, which will insure your safety — 
advance and receive it. [Junior Warden and candidate 
advance close to the Senior Warden]. 

Senior Warden — The pass is " Chosen Friends." Ton 
may now proceed on yon r journey. 

jBBl«r Wardta Aad omuiiJiita ratin to tb* anta-iMb irfemtM caMiMili 
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iTlladfalded, and wben the Encampment la prepared ha U ooDdnotad t^ tt« 4Mi; 
wtdoli is left iijat'f aad tbef eater irlclioat c^reniQDf* 

P^jir 37. 

Tbe Higb l^rle^ti aa Abrabatn, ta acnted At the cAtrance totbe tenfct 
A curtain or screeo U arTaD^cd hd as to cpnceal the AJt&r of BacrUoiL 
But ODe candidate can proceiid wlLh the Junior Warden la thlBparu 

First Sentmei (stopping Junior Wardea and candi- 
date who have just entered the room) — Who cornea 
there, and where are you going? 

Junior Warden — We are noyitiate Patriarchs, travel- 
ing to Beersheba. 

First Sentinel — Have jou the pass? 

Junior Warden — We have* 

First Sentinel — What is it? 

Junior Warden — ^' Chosen Friends.^* 

First Sentinel — The pass is correct* Proceed, and be 
careful not to aggravate hy arrogance or otherwise, for 
J ou may find that many are stronger than a few. [They 
pass on J 

Junior Warden — We will be careful, for we are but 
two, and WQ may find, when too late, that many are 
stronger than a few- [They proceed around the room 
until they meet the Second Sentineh] 

Second Sentinel — Who comes there, and where are 
you going? 

Junior Warden — Travelers, going to Beersheba, 

Second Sentinel— Give me the wilderness pass. 

Junior Warden—^' Chosen Friends/' 

Second Sentinel — The pass is correct. Should you 
meet with difficulties on your journey from quarrel- 
some men, remember that a soft answer turneth away 
wrath, hut grievous worda stir up strife. [^They paaa 
on.] 
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Junior Warden — We have nearly completed our 
journey. I see the walls of Beersheba. There we shall 
have rest. Our sandals are worn out, and our feet are 
bleeding. Ah, here we are at the Third Sentinel. 

Third Sentinel — ^Who comes there, and where are you 
going? 

Junior Warden — We are travelers, and wish to enter 
through the gates of Beersheba. 

Third Sentinel — Give me the pass. 

Junior Warden — " Chosen Friends.'" 

Third Sentinel — The pass is correct. Whom do you 
desire to see in Beersheba? 

Junior Warden — ^Abraham, the promised father of 
nations. 

Third Sentinel — ^Tou will find his tent within the 
walls of the city. You have my permission to pass 
through the gates. My words of exhortation are, A 
wise son maketh a glad father. 

Junior Warden — We are now passing through the 
walls of the city. 

They pass on as through the gates and the Fourth Sentinel stops them. 

Fourth Sentinel — Who comes there, and where are 
you going? 

Junior Warden — ^We are herdsmen, traveling to see 
the venerable father Abraham. 

Fourth Sentinel — There is his tent and he sits at the 
door. Listen to wisdom. The glory of young men is 
their strength, and the beauty of old men is the gray 
heed. 

Junior TTard^w— The glory of young men is their 
strength: and the beauty of old men is the gray head. 

They proceed, and on arrlTlng at the tent the blindfold Is removed by the iwnr 
l9r W«T4en. 4brahAm rines axul recognizes the candidate aa Isaac. 
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Abraham — ^Isaac! my son! I welcome you. Sit down 
with your friend. You must be hungry and weary. 
Guard, bring refreshments, that we may extend hospi- 
tality to the travelers. [The Guard brings bread, salt 
and water and they partake as in Part I.] 

Abraham — Tell me, my son, if you saw the Chief 
Patriarch at Horeb, and did he accept of your offer to 
be a herdsman? 

Junior Warden (for Isaac) — He received me with 
great kindness; conferred upon me the rank of a novi- 
tiate Patriarch, and I can now take charge of a flock. 

Abraham — ^You give me great joy, my son. Your 
footsteps have been led to Beersheba by the finger of 
the Lord. He has commanded me to make a three days' 
journey to the land of Moriah and there offer up to him 
a sacrifice. 

Junior Warden (for Isaac) — ^Let obedience crown 
your head. Honor the Lord^s behests, and make no 
delay in fulfilling them. 

Abraham — My son, you speak wisely, and we will 
proceed on the three days' journey. 

A procession Is formed, headed by the High Priest as Abraham and the candi* 
date as Isaac, the latter being blindfolded and carrying a bundle of sticks. A 
psalm or ode may be sung. The altar is placed to suit. On arriving at the place 
for the altar the blindfold Is removed. 

Abraham — Here, my son, we will erect an altar, for 
this is Mount Moriah. 

Junior Warden (for Isaac) — What shall we do for a 
sacrifice? 

Abraham — Be patient, my son, and the Lord will pro- 
vide one. 

The altar being In WAdlnesst the Watches (one or more) stand near, holding 
(orciliee. 

Abraham — We hare been blessed hitherto^ and we 
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must hasten to serve the Lord, for his will miisfc bt 
done, that ^e may realize honor and glory, Hia com- 
mand that I, Ahraham, shall make this sacrifice, i^ not 
for an idle purpose, but that it may serve as an illustri- 
ous example to generations unborn, to show that God 
srer blesses the obedient, and accords to them prosperity. 
My son Isaac, be not surprised; it is God's order that 
you shall be the sacrifice. The angel of the Lord shall 
gather and keep your ashes sacred in a golden lim as a 
me mo rial of your submissive obedience^and of my faith 

in God. 

« 

A btjwl ot w*ter %Tid * towel are proTlded. 

Abraham — Patriarchs, let us place the fagots upon 
the altar, Isaac, wash your hands with me in this 
bowl which contains pure water. With this white 
linen dry your hands, [They wash and wipe their 
hands]. 

Abraham — Patriarchs, place Isaac upon the altar. 

Tbc cuid]d»te» m IiuiCt !■ blLDdfolded HDd caused to kaocl oa %ht fJtitr. 

Abraham — Let us unite in praise to God. 

Patriirclis surround tbc alt&r. Llstiti are tnmed low. Torches ftre HgMed, 
fe^dr to fire t ho kUar- Tbc HSgli Priests u Abraham, etAEdt wl^b hia left, bH&d 
oa Ibsac, rlglit hand elevMcd^ uici rcclui tbe flret foar vcrRB of FBalia XXllI, 
tm foLlowl^: 

Abraham — The Lord is my shepherd: I shall not 
want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he 
leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul; he leadeth me in the pat^'B of 
righteousness for his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod ind thy staff they comfort ms. 
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Tbci 4tKiTfr maj alio bo chntited^ A ifajort pauie. 

Abraham — Now, let the torch be applied! 

At a d9 stance tram Ota ii]tAt, tbe muSed goog Lt Atraek time ttm«i, A ihArt 

Abraham — Let the fagots be fired. 

Im[i&:ion ttiundet-- 

Tbe iDq^ed gong Li fltmck tliKS Clmeii followed bj a ibort patuc* 

Abraham — Isaac is not to be Bacrificed, Let him be 
removed from the altar and restored to lights and be- 
come a member of the Patriarchal family, and I wUl 
'return and dwell at Beersheba. 

Bitadfold !■ removed, 

A pifltm or ode maj be saDgt SEid a ptocc&bIoti maj move around tbt Toonu 
Uie Jam lor Wartlen And caodtitiitB tu the miir. At tbt coQC^liuLoa of tha lait 
irerae tbej retire, and Tc-eatcr vban order baa been rcicored. 

Past in, 

Tbe O0cer» bavln^ renamed their atALluna, anil arde;r beLof reatot«4, tbfl d»r 
being opened, tba .lunlor Warden and caodLdstii! or caodltjAtt^fl re-enter^ 

Junior Warden — Chief Patriarch, I present to you 

Brother , who has been duly qualified and 

instructed as a novitiate Patriarch, and now desires to 
be admitted to the rank of a Patriarch. 

Chief Patriarch — My brother, I will proceed to in- 
struct you in the mysteries of this degree. 

In this Degree there is an Alarm at the inner door or 
Entersign. ^ Check Sisn and Answer, a Sign and An- 
swer, and a &rrp. 

The Alarm at the inner door is two raps; the T'ae^ 
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word is Adxtm (Ad-am J, to be divided at all times whfin 
ased for workingpnrpoBes; working into an Encampment, 
or in examination prior to opening. In communicating 
the Password either to the Inside Sentinel or Junior 
Warden the Patriarch must give the syllable ^' Ad,^' 
pronounced; and if required hy the Inside Sentinel 
or Junior Warden, the rest of the word, '*«m/* pro* 

^ nounced; the Inside Sen- 
tine] and Junior War- 
den must be satisfied. 

CKECK SIGN. 

Place the right hand, 
open, on the left breast, 
thumb parallel with the 
fingers; withdraw the 
hand and extend it near* 
ly to a line off from the 
side, palm outward antl 
the thumb parallel witJi 
the fingers; let the arm 
drop to the side. The 
Answer is the same with 
the left hand. 

Siad PoiiUon* 




l«t FobJUoq, 




lU 



FATStARCHAL D£GBEE. 

sx<m. 



Place tlie fingers of the right hand in 
and across the left hand, palm upward; 
gn\?.\) the fingers of the right hand with 
the last three tingers of the left hand; 
elevate the two thumbs and the index 
finger of the left hand &o as to form three 
pillan^. The Answer is the same as the 
Sign, 



QBIP, 

Grasp the fingers of the 
Patriarch's right hand with 
your right hand; press the 
same with the thumbs 
which muFt be across the fingers below the knuckle 
joint. No shaking hands in making the Grip. 





INSXRUCTlONa TO CANDIDATE. 

Ch iff Patriarch (to candidate) — Desirous of being 
admitted to an Encampment, you will give at the outer 
door the same alarm as in the Subordinate Lodge. Thi 
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Ontside Sentinel will open the wicket, and require of 
you the Check Password of the term, which is given in 
full. If correct, he will admit you to the ante-room. 
You will then clothe yourself in regalia appropriate to 
your rank and station, and, after ascertaining from the 
Outside Sentinel that the Encampment is open in the 
Patriarchal Degree, you will give three raps at the inner 
door, when the Inside Sentinel will open the wicket, 
and obtain from you your name, rank, and the number 
of the Encampment to which you belong, which he 
will report to the Chief Patriarch, who will instruct 
him to admit you if correct. The wicket is again 
opened, when you will be required to give the Password 
of the Patriarchal Degree (divided). If correct, you 
will be admitted, and will advance to the centre of the 
room and address the Chief Patriarch with the Check 
Sign. The Chief Patriarch will acknowledge you as a 
Patriarch with the^ answer to the Check Sign. You 
will then turn and address the Senior Warden with the 
Check Sign, who will also acknowledge yuu as a Patri- 
arch with the answer to the Check Sign. You will again 
turn to the Chief Patriarch and address him with the 
Sign of the Patriarchal Degree. The Chief Patriarch 
will give the proper answer to the sign. On leaving 
the Encampment, before it is closed, you will address 
the Chief Patriarch only, with the Sign of the Patri- 
archal Degree, and that officer will answer you with the 
appropriate sign. 

The Cbief Patrfarcb sbonld earefally Instruct the' candidate In tbe metbod of 
wAng the Password In working Into an Encampment, and In examination prior to 



Chief Patriarch — ^My brother, I now present to you 
tius black apron. It indicatee that you have adrved as 
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a novitiate Patriarch. You have sought employment 
to qualify yourself to assume the high duties of man- 
hood* You haire traveled across the wilderness to reach 
the Chief Patriarch 3 tent, and, on your arrival, a wel- 
come was given you. You have been obligated^ that 
you might become a shepherd in the field a, on the 
mountains and in the valleys* preparatory to full 
reeof^iiition as a Patriarch. You assisted in the ex- 
emplification of Abraham^s fuith in God. You have 
toiled ardently in the pursuit of truth, a cardinal virtue 
of Odd-fellowship, and you have been instructed in the 
unerring law by which you are to be governed. Vibtue 
should be the great aim of your life — that virtue which 
g^i?es whatever is great and good in man. Honor, 
Fidelity, Friendship, social and domestic happiness, are 
but empty sounds in the mouth of any but a virtuous 
man. Virtue gives joy which vice with all her flatter- 
ing promises never pretends to offer^ and bestows a zest 
upon those joys that are common to all which they 
can neve r h ave with out it. Its influ en ce s pr eads through 
life» diverges in every direction, and penetrates every 
condition. It is the guardian of youth, the honor of 
manhood, the crown of" age, the shield of prosperity, 
the prop of affliction, our guide in active life, and our 
solace in retirement. It holds the keys of life, and will 
finally open to us the gates of immort^ality. My 
brother, it is proper that you be prepared to test the 
presence of an intruder, in case he should invade our 
camp. 

How shall I distinguish a Patriarch of this degree? 

Janhr Warden — -By the signs and tokens of the 
patriarchal rank. 
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Chief Patriarch — Advance the Patriarchal Sign. 
[Candidate gives sign]. 

Chief Patriarch — What does it represent? 

Junior Warden (for candidate) — The three pillars of 
the Order — Faith, Hope and Charity. 

Chief Patriarch — What else does it represent? 

Junior Warden (for candidate) — The motto of our 
Order — ^Friendship, Love and Truth. 

Chief Patriarch — Have you a Password? 

Junior Warden (for candidate) — We have. Adnxm. 

Chief Patriarch — My brother, I commend your skill, 
and trust that the remembrance of these symbols and 
the virtues which they imply will never fade from your 
mind. Our institution is a science of symbols, convey- 
ing by striking emblems the most interesting and 
exalted truths. There are moments in the experience 
of the most virtuous life when incentives are needed to 
dispel the lethargy of the soul and excite it to action. 

I now present to you a crook, an implement of your 
vocation as a Patriarchal herdsman. It was used by 
the Patriarchs of old, and strikingly reminds us of the 
simplicity of their lives and the purity of their faith. 
They dwelt in tents, and, surrounded by their flocks 
and herds, spent their lives in the inculcation of the 
most exalted social virtues. The onward march of 
civilization, and the advance of human society, have 
deprived the world of much of that simplicity and vir- 
tue which gave its richest charm to the Patriarchal life. 
Here, in this sacred retreat, we would revive that sim- 
plicity and inculcate that purity. Here we would lay 
the broad foundation of that universal brotherhood. 
whieh ahall link in the golden chain of our ever ev^ 
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parjding sjmpatliy, heart with heart, man to matt, until 
the vices* which defile and the passions and prejudices 
which separate the children of a common Father shall 
he extirpated from earth, and the abodes of sorrow and 
suffering be tigbted w^ith the benignant beams of peace 
and love* 

Th^ fullovlng iB brBcIuts mar bo omitted < 

[To effect the great moral and social revolution, 
individual action must be combined with aa^sociated 
effort Each should believe that his individual duty is 
essential to the integrity of the whole. Ever let that 
principle of geueroos beneficence dwell in your heart 
which^ silently and unseen, like the dew of heaven, 
blesses and refreshes with the gentle droppings of its 
bountj'. Cherish the beautiful teachings of our Order, 
whiehj falling upon the heart like rays of light, give 
color to every affection of our nature, and dictate every 
act of our lives. Succor the stranger in distress; give 
him food and rest when he is hungry and weary, with- 
out inquiring his country or creed, by whatsoever mis- 
fortune he may have fallen, by what destiny he may be 
con t rolled. Wi t h y our b ro t h er sh e ph erd , gu ar d agai n st 
jealousy and strife. Remember that he is your brother. 
If, nnder the influence of imperfection, the common lot 
of mortals, he wrongs you, go to him, and in the lan- 
guage of affection tell him his fault between him and 
you. If he repent, forgive him; enter no harsh judg- 
ment against him. Conscious of your own frailty, 
remember that to err is human, to forgive divine. 
These^ my brother, are the principles we should ever 
practice. A man may enter our cam p and dwell beneath 
QWt tent; mistaken confidence may invent him with our 
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mysteries, and clothe him with the badges of our Order; 
he may be exalted to official station among us; but all 
this does not make him an Odd-fellow, unless he behaves 
and acts as becomes an Odd-fellow]. 

Chief Patriarch — Brother , you have passed 

through the several degrees of the Order to reach the 
disti action of Patriarchal fellowship. You are solemnly 
pledged to practice the virtues which, in your progress 
here, have been illustrated. 

They teach sentiments that you will find useful to 
cultivate through life. They will give tone and honor 
to your manhood. 

And now, in the name and by authority of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd-fellows, I declare you duly admit- 
ted to the Patriarchal Degree. 

Tbe Encftmpment must always Ins dosed in tbe Boyal Purple, or hlsbOTt dcfliM, 
•a giren la diapter XV. 



ANALYSIS PATRIARCHAL DEGREE. 

Ttic Hlitory ot & Foff— An En? llih Al^-honee— Tbe BtTthplaea of Odd -fella w«tilp 
^^JTOsli'tfitttemettt ot i lie Mat ^r — An Old-Ume Odd -fd Low CtiDrai— Tbe 
£dcIa1 How Becomt^a * K<^W(Iy Hetiffton— A Creed of One Artlcte, wblch [a 
Belief In tha God of Thli World— M^ka aod Btibea to Help It Oa^M>iiif|p anil 
Purpose of the Bucamiiintiiit De^reaa— Man « Worstilirlng AnlraAl— Ilicft 
tvom tliD Bible— PI ay log at Abrali&m's Sacrifice of liiac-- Abraham^! Falih 
la tbe Cbrlit Co Come throufta hti SlaLn Bon Doilttod— Ko U^a forCbtiit tn 
Odd-fellowibip— A "* Stone of StoinbUne *tid Bock of OtTouae " to tlie Ordtr 
--aaliratlonby Cerumotilej^ContenipC of ChrtsC— Bel Lglcin lb e Chief End of 
Oeld-fcllowah$T>— ''Tlotllnff Cymbal" Cbartty— Drylnit Widows' Tc&n by 
Rcfuilnff Lod^o Benoflta LesaUy Due—Mockery aod PrdfaoAtloa. 

The history of Odd- fellowship h the history of a fog. 
It ia a moral miasm rising from a human morass, and 
its analysis is as difficult as its history* I hare seen 
respectable -loo king English women, wives of mechanics 
and laborers, sitting in rows on benches in a tap-house^ 
some with babies in their arms, waiting wishfully for 
some one to give them a glass of beer, while, farther in, 
their husbands sat guzzling at their mugs around dirty 
tables in rooms filled with tobacco smoke. Such an 
ale-house was the birthplace of Odd-fellowship, both in 
England and in this country. 

Their standard historian^ Qrosh ()?. 23; Sfe also vote 
22), says: * 'Meeting, as thej^ did, in public houses of not 
the most select character, the beer mug, the pipe and 
the toast circulated freely/' And on the same page 
(23d) of his volume Grosh gives the following chorus, 
sung till their tongues became too heavF' 
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**Then let us be loclal, be generous, be kind; 
Let each take bis glass and be mellow — 
Then we*ll Join heart and hand, leave dissension behind. 
And we'll each prove a hearty Odd-fellow." 

Seeing what could be made of it, cunning men turned 
this social row into a rowdy religion, gave the lodge a 
devil's constitution by packing it in degrees pledged to 
secrecy from the world and each other — a secrecy grow- 
ing dense to the top. Then they gave it a creed of one 
article, which is belief in the god of this world, with 
Christ left out in complinlent to Jews and deists. They 
named its degrees " Friendship," '' Love " and " Truth," 
held up their fingers, when not too drunk, to signify 
"Faith," "Hope" and "Charity;" and as more money 
can be got by secret societies than by anything else ex- 
cept Popery, they put on masks and red, blue, white, 
purple, yellow and black robes, and Odd-fellowship 
flourished! 

But there came to be too many at the top of the 
lodge, and an upper side-show called " Encampment " 
wa3 invented, with Patriarchal, Golden Rule and Royal 
Purple degrees. This Encampment answered a double 
purpose. It brought more degree fees, and, by long 
lectures which none but men of strong memories and 
much leisure could commit, it increased the funds and 
diminished the leaders among whom, after paying small 
benefits, the money was to be, and is, divided. Thus 
Odd-fellowship, like Masonry, became a model for 
Mormonism. 

There is a true old pagan proverb which says, " Man 
is a tvorshiping animal/' When the plough was intro- 
dacad to Asiatics, and the pedlar's back was turned, it is 
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8aad tbey painted it red, set it up on end and worshiped 
it. This explains the success of Odd-fellows hip, when 
turned from a drinking-bout into a religion. 

This First Encampment or Patriarchal Degree is 
saved from insipidity by theft from the Bible, like the 
first two degrees of the lodge. It is to make Odd-fel- 
lows PtifrictrcAs by playing Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac^ 
but says nothing about Abraham s faith in the promise 
of God that Christ, the Messiah, should come through 
his posterity* The sublime part of Abraham's trial was 
his belief that Christ should come through the posteri- 
ty of Isaac, whom he was about to kill, '^ accounting 
that God was able to raise Isaac from the dead,"— iTeJ. 
U: 19. Of this the invent org of the Patriarchal De- 
gree either, knew nothing or cared nothing, or both. 
They had no occasion for Christ, He is to Odd- fellow- 
ship a sectary, a "stone of stumbling and rock of offense," 
They were inyenting a system of salvation without 
Him ; a system in which Odd-fellows should lift tlieni- 
salves to heaven, as it were, by their own boot-straps — 
Bave themselves by symbols and ceremonies and 

"Old, odd end* (tolea forth c* UoJj Writ," 

without atonement, without the Holy Spirit, the pur- 
chase of Christ's blood, and in contempt of that very 
Savior who was symbolized by Abraham s offering of his 
son which they are playing, and the sheep which suf- 
fered in his (Isaac's) stead* So they make balderdash of 
the Scripture. And as the future Messiah is the end 
and substance of Abraham's faith and trial, this Patri- 
archal Degree is like the poor strollers^ *^ play oiHamUi 
with th« part of Samht left out;'^ while th^ whoU 
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«igniiic^ce of the thing is, that the lodge leaden get 
their money and Satan gets his worship. 

** TbQS he lapports his cruel throne 
By mischief and deceit; 
And drags the sons of Adam down 
To darkncsa and the pit.** 

And, be it remembered, this extemporized, got-op 
religion is, by its own authorities, declared to be the 
chief end of Odd-fellowship. 

An excellent little book by a Lutheran pastor — Rev. 
J. H. Brockman, which every one should read, gives 
abounding proof from the utterances of the Order 
itself that it does not claim to be a charitable society, 
but pays the weekly allowance to rich and poor alike. 
Hence, as rich and idle men are quite as apt to be sick 
and die as the poor and industrious, it may happen, in 
a given lodge, that the poor pay in all the money and 
the rich get all the benefits! 

Rev. Mr. Brockman gives from Grand Lodge minutes 
— year and page given — the case of Henry L. Gunther, 
who mailed five dollars' to pay his lodge dues on the " 
fourth day of October. The money was received, cred- 
ited, paid all his dues and left a balance in his favor. 
Meantime (October eleventh) Gunther'a wife died, while 
the money was on the road. The letter was registered 
and the money belonged to the lodge when it left Gun- 
therms hands, yet the State Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 
allowed his local lodge to keep his money, but refused 
the funeral benefit for his dead wife. 

The same Grand Lodge minutes, 1871, p. 486, give 
the case of Jacob Daumb, Chambersburg (Pennsyl- 
vania) lodge. He sent five dollars from Ft. Wayne, 
whither he had removed. The money paid up his du«« 
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and left a balance of seTenty-five cents in bia favor* 
Daumb died while his money was on the road, and his 
wife was refused the constitutional fnneral benefit. 
Those men may have paid dues regularly for twenty- 
five or thirty years, and drawn out nothing; but dying 
five cents in debt, after paying hundreds of dollars, 
would deprive them of the funeral benefit! And as the 
poor and unfortunate Odd-fellows are the ones most 
likely to fail to keep up their dues, the rich and well- 
to-do members are the ones likely to receive the bene- 
fits. These are but specimens of a multitude of similar 
cases reported in the minutes of the ledges. For such 
an order to eing in their odes of " drying the widow's 
tears," etc., etc., is a mockery and profanation, as all 
sensible Odd*fellows would see if Satan did not blind^ 
their minds by his false worships. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
GoLDEK Rule, or Second Encampment Degbee. 

INITIATION. 

Any number of candidate! may be conducted through all the Parts of thta 
degree. When more than one Is initiated the officers will use the plural number 
instead of the singular of the text. * 

Junior Warden — [Having retired to the ante-room 
addresses the candidate there as follows:] Yon are now 
to be advanced to the Degree of the Golden Rule. 
There is a solemn and impressive ceremony through 
which you must pass. Be candid and firm, and answer 
truly and without hesitation such questions as may be 
put to you. 

Junior Warden — (three raps). 

Inside Sentinel — "Who comes there? 

Junior Warden — A Patriarch who wishes to be in- 
structed in the Golden Rule. 

Inside Sentinel — Is he prepared to learn the mysteries 
and practice the duties of this degree? 

Junior Warden — He has hitherto proved himself a 
faithful and true man, and I have no doubt he is 
worthy of further confidence. » 

Inside Sentinel — He has permission to enter. 

The door Is opened and the Junior Warden conducts the candidate to the Chiet 
Patriarch. 

Junior Warden — Chief Patriarch, I present to you 
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Patriarch ', who has faithfully served his time 

as a herdsman in the field, and has heen admitted to the 
rank of a Patriarch. He has been instructed to bestow 
upon those in want a generous hospitality, and he now 
wishes to be taught the principle of Tolebatiok. 

Chief Patriarch — Patriarch, I congratulate you on 
having a desire to comprehend the cardinal virtue of 
Odd-fellowship. Practical toleration is one of the 
noblest of human actions. The authority of conscience 
should be respected in all the relations of life; and our 
Order teaches that there should be no discrimination in 
the exercise of this right. 

Chief Patriarch — Junior Warden, present the Patri- 
arch to the Senior Warden for obligation. 

Junior Warden — Senior Warden, by direction of the 

Chief Patriarch, I present to you Patriarch , 

who desires to take the .obligation of the Golden Rule 
Degree. 

Senior Warden — ^Patriarch , the lesson of 

this degree is toleration. It permits others to think 
and act according to their convictions of duty. If you 
are willing to recognize this principle of action, you 
will place yourself in the attitude in which you were 
initiated into this Order, and repeat after me the follow- 
ing: 

Senior Warden — (two raps, calling up the Encamp- 
ment). 

OBLIGATION. 

I, , do sincerely promise, that I will never 

reveal the secrets of the Degree of the Golden Rule to 
any one not legally authorized to receive them. And I 
do further promise on my sacred honor, that I will truly 
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eiideaYor to practice the principles of this degrae. 

Senior Warden — (one rap, seating the Encampment)- 

Senior Warden — J iinior Warden, you will present 
the Patriarch to the Most Excellent High Priest for 
further instruction. 

Junior Warden — Most Excellent High Priest, I pre- 
sent to yon Patriarch ^ who has taken the 

obligation of this degree. 

High Priest — Patriarch, you have been taught to 
recofjnize as a cardinal virtue the golden rule, which 
commands us to do unto others as we would have them 
do unto us. Here we endeavor to inculcate a just 
observance of those high moral aifections and duties for 
the enforcement of which society can enact no code. 

Here no artificial distinctions of nation, sect or tribe 
are recognized. All stand upon one common level, and 
are alike entitled to that consideration and regard which 
each ctainis for himself. The rule by which we walk 
is founded upon the immutable truth that all men are 
brethren: but the code of society regulates the degree 
of association. Prom one common source the existence 
of all is derived, and we are bound to each other by 
common ties. A nerve of the same life runs through 
the human race and gives to each an interest in the 
welfare of all that live. Recogni:£iiig as we do this 
bond of union, the evils that afflict our brother-man 
become in a measure our own; his misfortunes are our 
misfortunes, and his sufferings do bat increase the pains 
that shoot through our systems, and render life so 
feverish and fitfviL If we smite him we smit^ a member 
of our own body; and if we strike for his blood, our 
own flesh shall feel the wound. From all tin* i^^^i 
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brotherhood we claim sympathy in distress, truth in 
intercourse, and full and free toleration. As we claim 
these for ourselves, and yield them up at the mandate 
of none, so we are bound freely and fully to accord 
them j;o others. 

High Priest — Junior Warden, you will retire with 
the candidate. . 

Junior Warden and candidate retire to the ante -room, where the candidate It 
blindfolded, and when the encampment la prepared he la conducted to the door, 
which Is left ajar, and they enter without ceremony. 

Part II. 

The Patriarchs representing the different races and characters in this degree 
must dress and act as will truthfully represent the people referred to. They may 
employ various emblems representing their manners, customs, government, 
religion, etc. 

The Encampment -room may be arranged according to diagram and Instruc- 
tions. 

The lights are turned low and the blindfold Is removed from candidate. 

The First and Second Watches assume the character of Mohammedans, who 
assault the candidate; and the Third and Fourth Watches represent'persons of 
the candidate's faith, and endeavor to rescue him. In the confusion these four 
only are to handle the candidate. 

SUGGESTED COSTUMES. 

The Whits race: may wear the usual dress. - 

The Bbown race: a single-breasted frock coat, or a gown of black material, 
extending below the knees. The dress may be ornamented or plain. Turban of 
red, or of India-shawl material. 

The YxLLOw race: the Chinese or other Mongolian dress. 

The BSD race: tAe dress of the North American Indian. 

The Black race: can wear the Nubian or other African dress. 

The Pagans may wear the Chinese, but different from the race costume. 

The MoHAHMXDAKS cau dress as Turks, Arabs or Persians, wearing white 
turbans or other appropriate covering for the head. 

If not convenient, the artisan and professional characters In the diagram, and 
text explaining them, may be omitted. 

Junior Warden (to candidate)— You see before you 
representatives of the difiFerent peoples of the earth. 

There is the White Race, now scattered throughout 
the world. Its origin was in ancient Asia, the region 
once occupied by Adam, Noah and Abraham, but now 
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oveiTun by semi-barbarous hordes as different in re* 
ligiousi faith as in mannera. Many of them still cling 
to the ancient worship of Judaism, some to the Crescent 
and some to the Cross. The religion of the Croas pre- 
vails where civilization exists, and yet its devotees are 
divided into sects as antagonistic in creed as though 
they were dissimilar in origin. 

The Browf Race inhabits parts of southern Asia* 
It is far advanced in the arts and sciences. Its temples 
of worship are of great splendor, and exhibit archi- 
tectural skiJl equaling that of any other people. Its 
religion is Pagonistic ; and its social habits are defined 
by strict and rigid caste* 

The Yellow Race, consisting of the Mongolians of 
Asia, are votaries of Pagan rites, according to the 
teachings of Confucius. For centuries they have given 
practical evidence of advanced mental power, by the 
production of handiwork whose mysteries have remained 
unfathomed by other races. 

The Red Race consists of unlettered savages, roam- 
inff through the pathless wilderness, chasing the fleet 
deer with the quiver and bow» The sun, moon, and the 
myriads of stars receive their profound adoration as 
symbols of an eternal Great Spirit. 

And there you behold the Black Race. It inhabits, 
as hordes, the wilds of Africa. In general they are 
barbarians and monsters in the practice of the most 
dire rapine; yet some of them are more gentle— as the 
Nubians, who dwell upon the burning sands of the 
£quator and dance to the music of a reed beneath the 
spreading palm. 

irtbe fli-^tant) HDd prof euloa^l cbarftCt^'A <je «mltudp tb£ f^Uowloff ta bracteiU 
mmj bt omlttsiL 
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[These races are employed to some extent, as artisans, 
by whose hands are constructed palaces, temples, and 
all the implements required for man^s convenience and 
mental culture. Some are devoted to the pursuit of 
letterb or the sciences, such as chemistry, geography 
and astronomy. By their genius and mental power, 
man is educated and advanced to a higher and better 
condition.] 

In recognition of the Benign Power that created all 
things, man seeks to honor the Creator by ceremonies 
of adoration. That group embraces men of different 
creeds, who are followers of the Christian religion, and 
there is the Pagan, a worshiper of idols, or of the ele- 
ments of fire. 

And here are the intolerant and persecuting Moham- 
medans, who are ever ready to immolate the man of 
another creed upon the altar of their own peculiar 
faith. 

Mohammedan — Of what country are you? 

Candidate anstcers. 

Mohammedan — What is your religion? 

Candidate answers. 

Mohammedans (all hurriedly rise and exclaim) — Scire 
him ! Bind him in chains ! Cast him iu to prison ! Put 
him to the sword! [Or exclamations of similar char- 
acter]. 

The Mohammedans all rash to the candidate, and a like number of the candi- 
date's faith rush to defend htm— a general confaslon ensues. No rough usage 
to be allowed. He Is bound with chains. 

Chief Patriarch (one rap, calling to order) — Silence! 
What means this uproar and confusion? 

Instantly eacn one stands motionless until the Chief Patriarch glras ( 
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Junior Warden— The Patriarch having declared that 

he is and ,they have seized and bound, 

him. 

Chief Patriarch — Jnnior Warden, bring hither the 
disturbers of the peace; also the Patriarch. 

Junior Warden — Let us proceed to the presence of 
the Chief Patriarch- 

Tb« XTohammedaiiB fallo^r th(^ Junior WnrdcD and C4iuI1date, and farm a t^mi- 
dirclE! In front Qt the chair qC IDa Clilef Fatrlarch, wbo rlica to bU UH. 

Chief Patriarch (to the Junior Warden) — RemOTe 
the chains which have been imposed by the intolerance 
of man, and let our brother feel that a code prevailB 
here which tramples on human prejudices,"* and asserts 
the high birthright of humanity* 

Chief Patriarch (to the candidate) — My friend, be 
always just and fearnot. You have not hesitated when 
occasion demanded, though surrounded with danger, to 
avow your principles. This is the solemn duty of every 
honest man. 

Chief Patriarch — Warden, jou will proceed in the 
duties of your office. [Chief Patriarch resumes his 
seat]. 

The caodldAtfl i9 again blindfolded add coaductcd aLowlj around the rooBi 
AnrlnK which time ibe rcpte«etitatlTC« of th« different races sod punults of tbe 
«arth i^at themBelvea ^tnong tbe P*tntircb«. Tbe roota it ogolti fnllj tlghtM. 

Junior Warden (on arriving at the chair of the Chief 

Patriarch) — Chief Patriarchy I present Patriarch 

to you for further instruction. 

Chief Patriarch (standing)^ — Restore him to light. 
[It is done.] 

Chief Patriarch — Patriarch, look around you. Be- 

NoTS 106. — ^^ChiafiB^ PoljfneAliLaB, IndlaiiB, H»]f-bTeedi or mUtd bloodi stc 
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hold the change a' few moments hare wrought! em- 
blematic of that change which shall occur when the 
Golden Rule shall have asserted its power and obtained 
its dominion over the world* The high and impassable 
barriers that separate man from his fellow-man are 
broken down. All sit together as brothers in harmony 
and love. The descendants of Abraham and the 
followers of the Crescent are commingled with those 
of the Cross as one happy family ,"" knowing no dirersi. 
ty^^ of faith or creed, and a calm repose has come upon 
the elements of strife. The spear of the warrior is 
broken and the sword of the conqueror lies rusting in 
the scabbard, and discord and contention shall be knoWA 
no more. 

It Ibe XoUowing be not sang, the High J*rl9St 8h»ll read It; 
OBB, 

Ho more shall nation against nation rise, 
. Kor ardent warriors meet with hateful eyes. 
Nor fields with gleaming steel be covered o*er. 
The brazen trumpets mndle ragQ no more. 
Bat useless lances into scythes shall bend, ' 

And the broad falchion in a ploughshare end; 
Ko sigh, no murmur, the wide world shall hear. 
From every face be wiped off every tear; 
All crimes shall eease, and ancient frandshall fall, 
Betuming Justice lift aloft her scale ; 
Peace o*er the -wjotIA her olive wand extend,. 
And white*robed Innocence from heaven descend. 

It the preceding be read, then another ode may be sung. During the singing 
a procession may be formed, including the representatives of the different races, 
creeds and pursuits of the earth, and pass slowly around the room, the Junior 
Warden and candidate in the rear. When the last verse of the ode is- being 

NoTK 100. — ** A Lodge or Encampment sometimes presents. In its assembk^ 
of persons of various nations and creeds, a beautiful illustration of the excel- 
lency of toleration, and of the possibility of a ' unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peac^ * amid 4 diversity of faith. **— Oroeh'B JHfanual, p. 275. 

KOTB 107. — **<]reworGlentile, Catholic or Protestant, is, as such, welcome to 
our lodges and our hk9st»."—jbonaUison^B Pocket Companion, p, 391. 
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sung, the Janlor Warden and candidate retire to the ante-room, where the 
candidate ii blindfolded, and when the Encampment is prepared he ia con- 
dncted to the door, which ii open, and they enter without ceremony. 

Past III. 

After the candidate has retired, order is restored. All wear the qshi^ 
regalia. Officers resume their stations. 

Junior Warden (proceeding with the candidate to 
the chair of the Chief Patriarch) — I present to you 

Patriarch , who desires final instructions in 

the Golden Rule. 

Chief Patriarch — Patriarch, it is now my duty to in- 
struct you in the mysteries of this degree. 

In this degree there is an Alarm at the inner door, or 
Entersign, a Password and Explanation of the Password, 
a Sign and Answer to the Sign, a Check Sign and An- 
swer and a Grip. 
The Alabm at the inner door is two raps 
The Password is A. M., to be lettered at all times 
when used for working purposes; working into an En- 
campment or in examination prior to open- 
ing. In communicating this password 
either to the Inside Sentinel or Junior 
Warden the Patriarch must give the let- 
ter A, and if required by the Inside Senti- 
nel or Junior Warden, he must give the 
remaining letter M, The Inside Sentinel 
and Junior Warden must be satisfied. The 
Explanation of the Password is. Gold a 
Metal, given in full, but not used for work- 
ingpurposes. 

The Check Sion and Answer are made 
the same as in the Patriarchal Degree. 




Sign of Golden 
Rule Degree. 



SIGN. 



Press the elbow of the right arm to the 
side, close the right hand, thumb over fingers; extend 
the index finger; when extended raise the arm from the 
elbow in a perpendicular direction; drop the arm in 
front, the index finger pointing to the ground. The 
Answer is the same as the Sign. 
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GBIP. 

With the index finger of 
the right hand form a link 
at the second joint, and with 
the ball of the thumb press 
the back of the index finger 
of the Patriarch forming the link with you, between 
the knuckle and second joint. No shaking hands in 
making the Grip. 

IKSTBUCTIOKB TO CAliTDIDATE. 

Chief Patriarch (to candidate) — Desirous of being 
admitted to an Encampment, you will give at the outer 
door the same alarm as in the Subordinate Lodge. [One 
rap, or one pull of the bell, if there is one]. The Out- 
side Sentinel will open the wicket, and require of you 
the Check Password of the term [which is given in full]. 
If correct, he will admit you to the ante-room. You 
will then clothe yourself in regalia appropriate to your 
rank and station, and, after ascertaining from the Out- 
side Sentinel that the Eiicampment is open in the 
Golden Rule Degree, you will give two raps at the inner 
door, when the Inside Sentinel will open the wicket, 
and obtain from you your name, rank, and the number 
of the Encampment to which you belong, which he will 
report to the Chief Patriarch, who will instruct him to 
admit you, if correct. The wicket is again opened, when 
you will be required to give the Password of the Golden 
Rule Degree [lettered J. If correct you vdll be admitted, 
and vnll advance to the center of the room, and address 
the Chief Patriarch with the Check Sign. The Chief 
Patriarch will acknowledge you as a Patriarch with the 
Answer to the Check Sign. Tou will then turn and 
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address the Senior Warden with the Check Sign, who 
will acknowledge you as a Patriarch with the answer to 
the Check Sign. You will ^gain turn to the ^ief 
Patriarch and address hitn with the Sign of the Gblden 
Rule Degree; the Chief Patriarch will gire the answer 
to the sign, , , . 

On leaving the Encampment before it is closed, you 
will address the Chief Patriarch only, with the Sign of 
the Golden Rule Degree, and that officer will answer 
yon with the appropriate sign. 

Tne Chief rp-rrlnrcli «liou1d carefully instruct the candidate In the method of 
iisln^ the pam^orct, in workJ tiff Into an Encampment, and in examination prior 
to opening. ' ' ' ''' 

Chkf Patriarch — Junio^r Warden, you will iibw pre- 
sent the Patriai-eh to thd Most ExecUent High Priest 
for further instruction; • » 

Junior Warden — Most Excellent High ' Priest, hy 
direction of the Chief Patriai*ch,' I present to you 

Patriarch ~ , for further instiruction in this 

degree, . . * .; . 

High Priest — Patriarchy the ^cene that hto been pre- 
sented to you illustrates an era*" for which kings and 
patriarchs waited and sought, but never found. We 
trust that the lessons of this occasion will - be deeply 
engraven on your heart. The ceremonies you have 
witnessed are especially designed to impress you with 
the great principle of Toleration. In the present con- 
dition of mankind, owing to, the prejudices of educa- 
tion or habit, it cannot be expected that men should 
think alike. This is philosophieally impossible. JSut^^ 

KoTS 108, — ^'Tho authority of conscience in religion must be paramount. 
Thoic ti![gli moral affectlona and duties wblch have the Creator as their <^j6ct, 
bo ^amfctL l{:El»uttoii can or should restrain or suppress. In our Tents no sect*- 
tlui or national dittliictJdns «Te recognlxed . *'— i?ro*h''$ Manual, p, S78. 



.hoaesfemour.o.wn opinions, we should.aecori the same 
honesty toothers? and^ while we should in no.instance 
tolerate licentiousness or vice^ we should overlook all 
diflferences of a minor nature which may divide us from 
our brethren, and cordially unite with the virtuous and 
good, irrespective of country, religion"' or politics, in 
the discharge of those duties which all agree to be 
paramount. As a brother of this sublime degree, it is 
expected that you will always act upon the Golden Rule, 
doing unto others as you would have them under similar 
circumstances do unto you. Thus will you co-operate 
with the great mission of Odd-fellowship and hasten 
the period when man shall hail his brother-man with 
fraternal greetings; when falsehood shall be driven from 
the earth, and the race of man form a universal family 
acknowledging the God of the Universe as Father, and 
every child of man as a brother. 

High Priest — Junior Warden, you will present the 
Patriarch to the Chief Patriarch. 

An ode may be sang and a procession formed, to more aronndthe room during 
the singing. 

After the ode the Junior Warden presents the candidate before the Chief 
Patriarch. 

Junior Warden — Chief Patriarch, by direction of the 
High Priest, I present to you Patriarch . 

Chief Patriarch — ^Recognizing you as a Patriarch of 
the Golden Rule, the Junior Warden will invest you 
with a black apron trimmed with yellow, emblematical 
of this degree. [An apron is placed upon the candi- 

NOTS 109.— *' During the years 1877, 1878 and 1879, we have lost from oui 
fold 15,842 members, reducing the grand aggregate from 456,125 active Odd-fel- 
lows in 18T6, to 440,783 in 1879, yet there is no cause for despondency, our annual 
loss from 8108 In 1877 having been reduced to 1508 In 1879.*'— Jo«ma« of Pro- 
CS4ding$ Sovtfeign Grand Lodge, Session of 1880, p. 8280. 
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d&te}. Fatriarch 



, in the name and by the 

authonty of tbe Independent Order of Odd-fellowa, I 
declarf^ you duly advanced as a Pathaich of the Golden 
Rule l>egr«9. 



ANALYSIS GOLDEN RULE DEGREE. 

The Reft] and Prof eased Object of this Degree— The TTnltyof Chrtstlft&lty Moclced 
— Union of Idolatrous BellglOBS In MaUee Agftlntt Christ -Bald Hypocrisy^* 
Exclading Nineteen: twentieths of the Kace and then Pretending to Unify 
Mankind— Teaches that * * All Mankind are Brethren, *' while Admitting only 
White Men of Sound Health, Able-Bodied. and Between Certain Ages— The 
lift Acted Out in the Lodge— Intolerance— Christianity having Secured Tol- 
eration, Odd-fellowship Claims the Glory of it- The Success of snch 
Swindling Pretenses Explained— Little Orders Short LlTed— The Falsehoc>d 
and Frivolity of Odd -fellowship its Protection— The Ancient Oracles— The 
Philosophy of the Power of Secretlsm— The Religion of Odd -fellowship the 
Religion of Masonry— D^iiiei the Diattnction Between the Righteous and the 
Wicked— The Bible Quoted in Confutation of ItseU. 

The professed object of this degree is to teach ^^ the 
principle of toleration." (See. ritual^p. 187.) The 
rfoZ object, as of Odd-fellowship throaghoot^ is ta hold 
up Christ's religipn to contempt, by concealing its unit;}' 
and exposing its dissensions and divisions, and claiming 
superiority for the motley and many-hued religions of 
Satan over that of Christ.- 

The object and end of Christianity as taught by 
Christ himself is, ^^ That they all may be one: as thou, 
Father, art in me^ and I in thee; tha.t they also may be 
one in us." — John 17 : 21. 

To chgckmate and foil this magnificently sublime 
picture of the spiritual oneness of all God's children, 
through " one Mediator " and " one Spirit," with the 
infinite God himself— and thus counteract the moral 
effect, on the intellects of other worlds gazing on God's 
redemption in this, of^ a cone of spiritual oneness, based- 
on regenerated soids and hiding its apex in the infinity . 
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which veils God's throne, the lodge religions, yariooi 
aa the dress of Otway's " Old Woman " — 

'* W31OB0 patchwork robe but shows yarletjr of wretchedness,** 

must needs have a mock unity of their own. 

And yet their unity, like the vaunted unity of 
dnmkards in their cups, is all the time ending in 
brawls, T^iey aije truly onQ tQliJy in.theii:ai9.1i.ce against 
Christ: and their malice is excelled by their bald hypocri- 
sy. Take thia Golden Rule Degree as a specimen. They 
meet as a sect or lodge which excludes more than nine- 
teen-twentieths of mankind. They admit only "free 
white males" over twenty-one and under sixty, and 
thDse only when hale and able-bodied; and with this 
badgered, blindfolded and bewildered handful of human- 
ity they set themselves to unify mankind. They cant* 
and deplore over the sects of Christianity, and .teach 
their ow'n little sect, divided from ^their secret sects 
and the outside world by walls of secrecy, and excluding 
all who inherit the least tinge of brown or yellow in 
their complexion, they hoastf see note 105, p. 192. J: 
*^ Here no artificial distinctions of nation, sect, or tribe 
are known!" — 

To utter such lofty falsehoods must require the bra- 
zen tongue and brow of -the hypocrite. Yet they 
insist, ^' The rule by which we walk is founded upon the 
immutable troth that all mankind are brethren." (Bit' 
ual^ p. 188.) And this fearful untruth is uttered of an 
order where, oa the face of it, the single word*'*' free," 
defining its membership, excludes millions of unhappy 
slaves. - 

The degree then proceeds to ac^ the lie which it had 
uttered. To do this they dress up some members of 
th^ir lodge as Turks, and when the blindfolded candidate 
answers that he is not a Mohammedan, but of another 
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creed, then the iurfcahe^d Ttirks seize aiid chairi him. 
The Chief Patriarch (that is to say, Odd-fellowship), 
then loftily eommands: *' Remove the chains which 
have heen imposed by the intoleiranceofinan.'*— £»^«*aZ, 
p. 192.' ■ • ' ■■ '■ -^ • 

Now this play is a slander on the Turks. There are 
now Armenian students in Wheaton C611ege whose 
Turkish rulers and neighbors tolerated them at home 
even after they became Christians in the Amierican 
senses So so our missionaries are tolerated by the 
Asiatic and African races. ' 

Thus when the benign haiid of Christianity has 
pulled down the Chinese walls of intolerance; while 
Fanny Wright, Victoria WoodhuU, and the IngersoUs 
and even Mormons ^re tolerated, while they abstain 
from the crimen of polygamy and assassinations which 
they teach, forth steps this spruce Order of Odd-fellow- 
ship, and, excluding from its " brotherhood " nineteen- 
twentieths of the human race, proclaims that all "man- 
kind are brethren;" sneers at Christianity as intolerant, 
and invites to its religious brotherhood all who can pay 
their dues, and keeps theni in its world-wide fellowship 
Until poverty or inisfortifne has' made them no longer 
able to keep them paid. 

* 'Oh, what authority ahd 8hoW of ttnth 

Can cunning sin cover Itself witbal. " — Shake6pear€. 

The success of such swindlii^ pretehses-r-so thin and 
self-contradictory throughont^-is owing to one single 
fact, viz., the toiling masses of Papists, Mormons and 
members of secret orders read little and reason less. 
There^are probably not one hundred Odd-fellows of the 
ihundred: thousands who can, torday, repeat without 
prompting'the whole of their ritiial of near two-hun- 
dred pages. The' littleb secret orders are shorl-Kved. 
The permauenfcciiies iate those enlitr^ed by additioiis at 
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the top, until the honest and industrious who ^^ hare 
visible means of support'* can not learn the rituals; and 
the lodges are thus managed bydeprared and hardened 
men, who make secret orders their trade. 

The falsehood and friTolity of Odd-fellowship are its 
protection. Sensible people cannot believe a system so 
shallow and self-contradictory can be very dangerous. 
The leading Roman and Greek oracles were equally 
puerile and contemptible. Cicero said he could not see 
how one augur or priest of the mysteries could meet 
another in the street "without laughing each other in 
the face." Some of the most popular Grecian oracles 
"owed their celebrity to exhilarating or stupefying 
gases issuing from subterranean <^aTerns.*^ Tet the 
wealth which they accumulated was, like the funds of 
Odd-fellowship, f^ulous. "One hundred and seven- 
teen tiles of gold were presented to one of these oracles 
by a single mBJi.—Stowe's Int.^ p. 177. 

The philosophy of their power over mind is in the 
fact that they are each a eounterfeit salvation. The 
prayer at the dedication of a cemetery asks the lodge 
god to " purify our hearts, elevate our desires, and fit us 
for thy iervice.'' And the Grtmd Master assures the 
Odd-fellows that over their " departed dwells ever the 
bright halo of the hope of a glorious resurrection." — 
Groshfpp. 374^375. 

And this Golden Ri^le Degree assures the brethren 
that'' Confes?iions of faith are mere " differences of 
opinion/' ^*FoUoioern of different teachers, ye are wor- 
shipers of om God, icho is. Father of all, and therefore 
ye are brethren/^ 

That is, theirs is the Masonic religion, in which all 
mankind agree: arid every reflecting child must 
understand that the god of this religioh is the god and 
" prince of this world." Bach^iew degree is but anew 
fnodificatioji (Mid itatement of tlu»r^i^pioii, 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Royal Purple, ob Thibd EvcAKPMsm: Deqbbe. 

Part I. 

IKSTRUCnONB* 

Chtep Pateiabch, should hare a purple gown, yellow 
belt, yellow and black turban and a crook. 

High Priest, should wear a robe made of royal pur- 
ple fabric, a white surplice of muslin, linen or silk, 
together with a mitre and breastplate. 

8PJ5C3AL8. 

1. Eyery fixture should have in view its use, so as not 
to injure or be offensire to the candidate. 

2. AH fast walking, rushing or rough usage of the 
candidate is forbidden. 

3. The bridge should be at least two feet wide, with 
rough poles as railings, and it should be level with the 
roadway or floor. 

4. Rough road to be of stone, pieces of wood, stumps, 
limbs of trees or brushwood. 

5. A railing may be used to guide the candidate oyer 
the rough road. The guide in adyance, seemingly 

oyer it. 
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Any number of candidates may be conducted through 
parts I and III of this degree. When more than one, 
the officers will add the plural number to the text. 

Junior Warden — (with the candidate — two raps on 
inside door.) 

-Inside Sentinel — Who comes there? 

Junior Warden — The Junior Warden, with a Patri- 
arch who has served as a herdsman on the mountains 
of Horeb and in the wilderness of Patan, has suffered 
persecution^by the .prejudices .pf selfish and bigoted 
men, and now seeks further instruction, teaching him 
the good and evil that beset the pathway of life. 

Inside Sentinel — Enter, Your appeal shall not be in 
vain. J , ' 

The Junior Warden leads tbe cai^didate aroTind t^e roon^, and they flnnUy reach 
the Senior Warden's chair. While passing around the junior Warden says: 

junior Warden — Patriarch,, you are now about to 
receive the last degree of Patriarchal Odd-fellowship. 
Thus far in your progress through the Order, each 
5. degree has illustrated morals that will, if observed by 
you, give ultimate rest. , Her§ is the Senior Warden, 
let us seek his advice. . ; ; . . 

Junior Wardm—^enioT Warden, J present- tp you 

Patriarch , who has served p.9 . a novitiate on 

thQ ^mountains ajid in. th^ -vyilderness with the herds, 
has be^ft aspailed an^ hasi suffered for his religious faith, 
and he now hopes among the Patriarchs to, find rest. 

Senior FFardew— Rest? Knows he not there ia no 
rest but one? That once launched on life's broad 
wilderness, thencefbrv^ard all is turmoil even from the 
cradle to the grave? Rest cannot ^Ije fqund on earth. 
Behold the joyous child basking in affection's sun, its 



ca]?eles& hours are each beguiled with some new hope or 
beauty. See^ next, the gladsome youth^ — ^his ardent 
heart, deep filled with young ambition's fires, is ever 
mounting to some new achievement. Then view man- 
hood's loftier state, and mark through what immensity 
of d^mger, toil and strife he struggles on to reach some 
wished-for, though imaginary, goal. Thus it is ever. 
Proud aspiration and never-ending hope lure on man's 
restless spirit, until exhausted nature sinks, and the 
weary body finds repose beneath its kindred earth. 

Junior Warden*— ^ay^ but my friend is sound of 
body and of mind. The world is before him, tempting 
his stemeneiigy ; and hehagj confidence to stem its wild 
and reckless torrent, shunning ihe rocks and whirlpools 
which have proved the wreck of others' hopes. 

Senior Warden — ^I am glad to hear of his laudable 
ambition to enter upon the career of life, with a 
determination to avoid the errora that have destroyed 
the hopes and usefulness of others. Animated by such 
a sentiment he will ever have the encouragement of 
good men, and the commendation of his God. What 
assistance. Junior Warden, can we give the brother? 

Junior Warden — The protection of the Patriarchs of 
the Royal Purple Degree, 

Senior Warden — That being your wish, my brother, 
I will administer to you the obligation of this, the 
highest degree of Patriarchal Odd-fellowship. Y"ou 
will place yourself in the attitude in which you were 
initiated, and repeat after me the following obligation. 

Senior Warden — (two raps, calling up the Encamp- 
ment). 

OEtilGATIOK. 

I, — ^^ — , do solemnly promise, in the presence •f 
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the witnesses here assembled, that I will neyerimprofv 
erly disclose or make known to any person, by any 
means whatever, any of the signs, passwords or mys- 
teries of the Royal Purple Degree, or those of any other 
of the Patriarchal degrees of the Independent Order of 
Odd-fellows. I also promise to obey all legal sum- 
monses that may be issued by authority of any En- 
campment to which I may belong. I also promise that 
I will not write, print or indite, in any manner or for 
any purpose, any of the written or unwritten work or 
mysteries of this degree, or of any other degree which 
I have received in this Order. For the faithful per* 
formance of all which, I pledge my sacred honor. 
Senior Warden — (one rap, seating the Encampment), 
Senior Warden — You are now an obligated Royal 
Purple Degree member of this Order. 1 need not add 
more than to call your attention to the moral teachings 
of the preceding degrees. 

Senior Warden — ^Junior Warden, you will retire with 
the candidate to the ante-room, and prepare him for 
further instructions. 

Junior Warden and candidate retire to the ante-room, where the candidate U 
blindfolded and a short dark gown placed upon him. 

Pabt IL 

In part II the official stations may he yacated, excepting the Senior Warden's, 
and that officer can have charge of the Encampment. 
Encampment-room Is prepared, darkened, and order restored. 

Junior Warden — (with candidate at inside door — 
two raps). 

Bnt one candidate at a time can proceed through part XL 

Inside Sentinel— Who comes there? 

Junior Warden— The Junior Warden, with a friend 
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who wishes to make the joumey to the Most Excellent 
High Priest. 

Inside Sentinel — He may enter, but he must beware 
of pretended friends. [Candidate is conducted to chair 
of Senior Warden]. 

Junior Warden — Senior Warden, I present to you 
a brother Odd-fellow, who has become an obligated 
Patriarch. He wishes to make the journey to the Most 
Excellent High Priest. 

Senior Warden — Is he aware of the difficulties he 
will meet in the journey before him? 

Junior Warden — He is not; but, he is prepared to 
meet them, and he has faith in his ultimate success. 

Senior Warden — Then let him onward. Go on ! Be 
that the word — even the countersign. Go on! But 
give him safe guidance and the best protection. I 
should think. Junior Warden, that you are too inex- 
perienced to conduct the brother along the difficult 
pathway of life. 

Junior Warden — There is a Guide near by, who is by 
good habits well qualified to conduct the brother, so as 
to shun all places of vice and men of evil habits. This 
Guide has been a sinful man, but now he is willing by 
industry and example, to make atonement for the 
errors of his past life. 

Senior Warden — Place him in charge then, and 
remember the word — Go on. 

Junior Warden — HfQloo ! Halloo ! Guide of the wil- 
derness! 

Guide-r-Who comes there? 

Junior Warden — ^A pilgrim awaits you. 

§VM^ •pproacbet tbe BMtor Wftrdoa't chain, 
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Junior Warden (to Senior Warden)-— Here comes the 
Ouide, who will conduct the brother safely through the 
wilderness . 

Senior Warden — Gnide^ in taking care of this brother 
you assume a great responsibility. Be sure that you 
warn him of all dangerous places, so that he will be 
benefited by the light of your experience. 

Guide — I will prove to him a faithful companion. 
Intrusted to me I will conduct him safely. But is he 
prepared for the hard, uncertain fare that awaits him 
by the way? 

Junior Warden — No, except through mere intima- 
tion; but you can advi&e him aa you proceed. 

Guide — Well, be it so. We must take our leave, for 
we have a long and toilsome journey to perform. 

Junior Warden — My friend, give me your hand. 
Here we part, and may never meet again. Tou have, 
as through life, a rugged Journey before you. It is 
be&et with difficulties ; you must meet them with confi- 
dence and courage. Be not too hasty in forming opin- 
ions against the one having you in charge. Farewell, 
my brother. [They bid adieu.] 

Guide — You are safe with me, my friend, though if 
you hear me spoken of, no terms of flattery will be 
used, as you will find. Be cautious now — we are near 
the First Watch, an unerring indication of our onward 
progress. 

First Watch — Hold! How Entered you the wilder- 
new? 

Guide — Lawfully. 

First Waich — Have yen the countersign ? 

Guide — Te«, or rather my pilgrim has. 
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First Watch-^Y onr pilgrim! Who intrusted him to 
you? 

Cruide — His friend, and he did well. • 

First Waich^l have seen such as yea before, and 
knaw you think so; yet many have been led astray on 
this route. But now to talk is profitless. Stranger, 
give me the word. 

Cemdidate — Goon. 

First Watch — Ay, go on— and beware -bow you tread. 
The way is encompassed with difl&culties. On the one 
hand is a straight and narrow path, presenting a toil- 
some and laborious progress; while on the other your 
safety is hourly endangered in a broad and expansive 
plain, beautiful to the. sight, but abounding, with in- 
fections the most poispnous and destructive to human 
happiness. Death, in its most frightful shapes^ lurks 
constantly by the wayside. May heaven ^rant you safe 
deliverance. 

Guide — Comcrmy pilgrim, you must have confidence; 
be not alarmed by the words of that mnsx. Here the 
pathway is narrow. 

Make this pathway by two poles about waist high, bat not dOM enough to 
make the walk between them unpleasant. > . 

Guide — We here meet an impediment such as too 
often discourages a timorous spirit. But press on, be 
not dismayed. And now [entering the woods] we seem 
encircled by a, wild and dismal thicket. The living 
here is very bad, for the traveler is often in want of 
water as well as bread. Bi^t here is the Second Watdi, 
another index of our progress^ 

Second Watch — Stand! What is your object in en- 
tering this wilderness? : .-J 
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Chiide — It is decreed that we shall travel through it. 

Second Watch — ^Haveyou passed the First Watch? 

Ouide — Yes, he directed us to go on. 

Second Watch — Then I will not detain you, except 
merely to admonish the pilgrim that, as the road grows 
rougher, he be not tempted to seek momentary ease at 
the expense of future pain and sorrow. A single aber- 
ration may tarnish and forever overcast a rash though 
well-meaning spirit. One false step may cost a limb, 
or even life itself. Beware, then, that you plunge not 
• down some dark and deep abyss, involving disaster the 
most sad and irreparable. Beware how you proceed. 

Crw/de— Come, let us go. We can make our way. 
[Pausing.] Yet, how strangely varied are the paths 
before us. [Merriment, seeming to be distant.] Hark ! 
Heard you the voice of mirth and revelry? How 
fascinating, how easy of access is the path that leads 
that way. Yet it is beset with dangers. Lust, intem- 
perance, sensuality — vice, in all its odious forms and all 
its horrors, lies deep concealed beneath tempting blan- 
dishments. We must not be deceived. [The clash of 
arms heard at a distance.] There, again! from a differ- 
ent direction come the clang of arms and sounds of 
deadly strife — a sad display of worldly glory, where 
cruel war tramples meek humanity in the dust. It is 
the stern warrior's sport to gratify the statesman's 
proud ambition. Fame would tempt us on, but we 
must keep aloof, lest we be slain, or, surviving, imbibe 
the same fell spirit of destruction. No, we will not 
turn aside, either for fleeting pleasures or the soldier's 
honors. They who till the soil or ply the loom and 
hammer lire far more happy. There surely i^ soii^e 
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good in store for us. We will cross this ragged path 
and see what lies beyond. [Passing the ruins or other 
rough place]. Ah! what is this? It is the ruins of an 
old castle where pomp and vanity once held sway. Can 
we already have come so far ? Ho w quick time flies ! I 
see by the waning light through the dense forest before 
us that our course lies around a steep declivity, beyond 
which will terminate our pilgrimage. Be careful, and 
not too hasty. 

Third Watch — ^Stand! Whence come you? 

Guide — Through the wilderness. 

Third Watch — ^And passed the Watches? 

Guide — res. Informed of our purpose, they bade us 
go on. 

Third Watch — ^Tou have done well in arriving at 
this Watch, for ere they get thus far on their journey, 
many sink by the wayside, overcome with difficulties 
which they cannot surmount. You are now far ad- 
vanced, though some troubles, such as you have passed, 
still appear in the distance. There is yet another 
Watch, whom many have tried in vain to reach. You 
must be careful when you get to the river Jordan. The 
recent rains have raised the water almost to the bridge, 
and you may not be able to cross. The stream there is 
very deep and rapid; be careful, therefore, and follow 
your Guide. While his reputation is said by some to 
be bad, he was never known to be. unfaithful to a pil- 
grim placed in his care. Go on — ^my best wishes attend 
you. 

Guide — ^Yes, we will go from such a comforter as this; 
but so it is all along this road, and no one can ever 
judge of his treatment till he reach its end, and then, 
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alas! ibk too late. Oar progress, however, should be 
more ealm, much less exciting, and with our present, 
experience, more free from danger.. .. Your eyes, are 
covered for your good; all who travel here are blinded; 
they neither see nor know what may befall, them. A 
sudden change has come upon the air, indioatiye p£ An 
approaching storm. [Thunders.] It is near us, but 
w^ have naught to fear. Let us pause beneath this oajc 
tree until the rain is over. How strangely significajut, . 
for the oak is the symbol of hospitality 1 [Pause.] ^e 
will now proceed, for I see in the heavens the bright 
rainbow of promise, reminding us that we aj;e under 
the protectio^ of a covenant-keeping Father, who^e 
goodness is effectual to dispel the wretchedness of man. 

But here we are at the river. It is very high and 
muddy. I am afraid we cannot cross, and it is danger- 
ous for us to stay here at night, as beasts of prey infest 
these woodlands. We must venture to cross on this 
bridge. I will go before you. Hold to the side sup- 
ports, and be careful. Pear not! [They cross the 
bridge.] We are now over the worst of our jotirney. 
But here is the Fourth Watch. 

Fourth Watch — Hold! How far have you come? 

Crwede-— -Through the wilderness, traveling by night 
as well as by day. 

Fourth Wat<^ — Pilgrim, I congratulate you oi^ having 
journeyed so far with suph a Guide. 

Guide — He that has experienced my care is best qual- 
ified to judge of me. Good or bad, few would desire to 
try the journey over again,^ even could they endure its 
fatigue. . 

Fourth Watch — ^I merely apprised the pilgrim of the. 
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company he is in. I am rejoiced at his arrival, and, if 
admitted to the society of just men, he will find the 
way more pleasant, and the paths more smooth. 

Guide— I suppose, pilgrim, you think it very strange 
that all these Watches tell you of my bad character. 
You will see that it is prejudice. If a r^ian commits an 
error, some people can, neither forgive nor forget it, nor 
consider the beam in their own eyes. This last Watch 
has given me the credit of not neglecting a pilgrim 
placed in my charge, and that is all that you require. 
.We. must pass on, for night is approaching. 

^ter walking a few moments, music Is heard In the distance and continues to 
be heard until it dies away to the ear. This music may be instrumental or vocal. 
It should bo dlgrnlfled. 

Guide — Hark ! I hear music. How s weet those notes I 
They soothe the heart and fill it with aspirations for 
the eternal home. Let us pause for a while, and learn 
the cause for such a charm in these solitudes. Oh! I 
see people full of joy coming this way. They are 
harvesters. They have finished their work, and are 
now keeping their annual festival. We have passed all 
danger, and soon shall be at the end of our journey. 
You have escaped bad company and journeyed safely 
thrpjugh dangerous places. Ho! here we are at the 
High Priest's tent, and we are safe. 

(rw/rfe— Guards of the Tent, I have a pilgrim, who 
desires to see the high Priest. 

First Guard— Most Excellent High Priest, a pilgrim 
has arrived, and desires your blessing. 

High Priest — Present the pilgrim. [He is presented.] 
Reistore him to light. [Blindfold is removed,] 

If there be other candidates, the candidate may be seated until the last one 
shall have reached this point; then all will be presented to the High Priest, vhe& 
be^U proceed. 



214 KOYAL I»URPLB DBGREB. 

High Priest — Patriarch, I welcome yoii to this tem- 
ple of our Order. Your progress hither may have api- 
peared tedious, but we trust that the lessons you have 
gathered by the way will prove profitable. All human 
excellence is the reward of perseverance, toil, and dan- 
ger, such as we hare endeavored to picture to the im- 
agination in the mimic journey of life through which, 
you have been conducted— a scene that has not been 
rehearsed for idle amusement, but to awaken rational 
meditation in a mind as mature as yours. The uncer- 
tainties of life are ever present to the understanding of 
considerate men. Literally blindfold, and beset on 
every side with danger and temptation, we struggle 
through this earthly pilgrimage. With desires never 
gratified, we are the subjects of endless toil and care, of 
never-ceasing hope and never-ending disappointment. 
The false and flattering charms, which in the distance 
so attract our admiration, disappear the moment ihey 
are placed within our reach. Frail mortals that we are, 
we know not what a day or an hour may bring forth. 
Encompassed with peril on every side, with the seeds of 
disease implanted in our nature, and the very air we 
breathe impregnated with death, all the promises of life 
are but dust. They fade as a leaf, and pass as the 
shadow that fleeth away. How essential, then, that we 
should understand our true position, and keep constant- 
ly in view the realities that surround us I How essential 
that we should learn to practice those living and im- 
mortal virtues, which, while they secure ultimate hap- 
piness, contribute so largely to smooth the troubles and 
soften the asperities of life! 

High Priest — Junior Warden, you will retire with 
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candidate, and, after having prepared him, re-enter and 
present him to the Chief Patriarch for further instruc- 
tion9. 

Thef retire. The room 1b restored to order, and the offlcers, in proper mb- 
tome or regalia, resume their respectlre stations. 

If there be more than one candidate, each, after receiving part II, may remain 
In the room until the last shall have passed through that part, and tl^n retire to 
re-enter with the last candidate for instruction in part III. 

Part III. 

The door being open, the Junior Warden re-enters with the candidate and pro- 
ceeds to the chair of the Chief Patriarch. 

Junior Warden~^y direction of the Most Excellent 

High Priest, I present to you Patriarch for 

further instruction. 

Chief Patriarch — ^Patriarch, in congratulating you on 
your elevation to the highest rank in this Order, it 
would be useless for me to attempt to add a word to the 
mor^l instruction which has been already bestowed 
upon you. If this instruction shall have served to im- 
press your mind with a train of moral thought, founded 
in ptinciples the most pure and exalted, our labor will 
not liave been in vain, your time will not have been 
wasiad, and neither you nor your brethren will have 
cause to regret your connection with our fraternity. 
We earnestly hope that such may be the case, and that, 
as your mind shall advance in the progress of calm in- 
vestigation, it may be continually blessed with a brighter 
and yet stronger light, until it realizes the fruition of 
all its earthly desires, and the care-worn man shall have 
bowed him down before his God. 

Patriarch, it is now my duty to instruct you in the 
mysteries of this degree. 

In this degree there is an Alarm at the inner door, or 
^i^tersign, a Pasaword, an £x|>la|iation of the Pai^word 
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and Interpretation of the Password, a Check Sign and 
Answer to the Check Sign, and a' Grip. 

The Alabm at the inner door is two raps. 

The Passwobd is M. K., to be lettered at all times 
when used for working purposes; working into an En- 
campment or in examination prior to opening. In com- 
municating this password either to the Inside Sentinel 
or Junior Warden, the Patriarch must give the letter M, 
and if required by the Inside Sentinel or Junior Warden 
he must give the remaining letter K. The Inside Sen- 
tinel and Junior Warden must be satisfied. The Ex- 
planation of the Password is K. S. The Interpretation 
IS Melchizedek, King of Salem, both giv^n in full, b,ut 
not used for working purposes. 

The Check Sign and Answer are made the same as in 
the former Encampment degrees. 

SIGN. 

Conceal the last two fingers of the right 

hand in the palm thereof ; place the first two 

I fingers and thumb together, ends touching, 

and with them trace a line from the leftside 

of the brow to the centre of the forehead; 

then drop the hand to the side. 

/ Answer. — With the left hand arranged as 

^ A in Sign, trace a similar line from the right 

I side of the brow to the centre of the fore- 

^_ ' ^^^T^head, then drop the hand to the side. . 

SignofKoyal ' ^ 

Purple Degree. 

GEIP. 

Each Patriarch will grasp 
the index finger of the oth- 
er's right hand, with the 
ball of the thumb acrpss the 
knuckle joint on the bacl^pf 
the hand. No shaking tdnds in making the Grip. 
Chitf JPairiarch (to candidate) — ^Desirous of being 
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admitted to an Encampment, you will give at the outer 
door the same Alarm as in the Subordinate Lodge. [One 
rap or ring of the bell]. The Outside Sentinel will 
open the wicket and require of you the Check Password 
of the term [which is given in full]. If correct, he will 
admit you to the ante-room. You will then clothe 
yourself in regalia appropriate to your rank and sta- 
tion, and, after ascertaining from the Outside Sentinel 
that the Encampment is open in the Royal Purple 
Degree, you will give two raps at the inner door, when 
the Inside Sentinel will open the wicket and obtain 
from you your name, rank and number of the Encamp- 
ment to which you belong, which he will report to the 
Chief Patriarch, who will instruct him to admit you, if 
correct. The wicket is again opened, when you will be 
required to give the Password of the Royal Purple De- 
gree [lettered]. If correct you will be admitted, and 
will advance to the center of the room and address the 
Chief Patriarch with the Check Sign. The Chief Par 
triarch will acknowledge you as a Patriarch with th& 
Answer to the Check Sign. You will then, turn and 
address th^ Senior Warden with the Check Sign, who 
will also acknowledge you as a Patriarch with the 
Answer to the Check Sign. You will again turn to the 
Chief Patriarch and address him with the Sign of the 
Royal Purple Degree; the Chief Patriarch will give the 
proper answer to the Sign. 

On leaving the Encampment before it is closed, you 
will address the Chief Patriarch, only, with the Sign of 
the Royal Purple Degree, and that officer will make the 
Answer to the Sign. You will then obtain from the 
Senior Warden the Password of the evening [which is 
only used in this degree], which must be given to the 
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Inside Sentinel before he will allow you to depart; 
Should you wish tore-enter the Encampment the samA> 
evening, you may use the Password of the evening, or 
the Password of this degree, for that purpose. 

Thfi Chief Patriarch should caref ally Instruct the candidate in the method of 
uslBf the Password in working Into an Encampment, and in examination prior to 
openli^. 

Chief Patriarch — Junior Warden, conduct the can- 
didate, to the Most Excellent High Priest for further 
instruction. 

Junior Warden — Most Excellent High Priest, by 
direction of the Chief Patriarch I present to you Patri- 
arch — ~ for further instruction. 

Hi^h Priest— Patriarch, I' will now instruct you in 
the signification of the emblems belonging to the Pa- 
triarchal Order. • 

The candidate may be seated. 

A chart containing the emblems is placed near the High Priest, and the Junior 
Warden will point out to the candidate each emblem as it is being described. 

THE THBEE PILLABS.*" 

The Three Pillars represent Faith, Hope and Charity; 
but the greatest of these is Charity. Although we may 
possess all other virtues, if we are destitute of charity 

Lwe are but as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal. As symbols the 
Three Pillars direct to an enlight- 
ened faith in God, the Father of 
Spirits, the Maker and Preserver of 
the Universe, and impress upon us 
the importance of always wearing 

the mantle of Charity and Brother- 
ly Love. 

NoTi 110.— "Thb Thru Pillars. Emblems of Faith, Hope, CTiarity:— 
the Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty of Religion, and the supports and ornaments 
of our Temple of Universal Brotherhood. 

** Every time we enter an Encampment they remind us of the Wisdom of hu- 
mility, the strength of trust, and the Beauty of kindness which brought us to 
the emblematic Tent, and before its solemn altar. And they t^ach us to cherish 
and cultivate these treasures and virtues of the soul, by an observance of the 
Great Law of duty to Ood, duty to our neighbor, and duty to oarselTfti'*^ 
QtomK** Manual, p. S6& 
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The patriarchs dwelt in tents, and esteemed hospital- 
ity as one of the greatest 

of virtues; to them cost- ._-=ju^^ 

ly mansions were not 
necessary to acts of hu- 
manity. The sympa- 
thizing heart will provide 
the cooling draught and 
shelter for the stranger 
in the humblest places of abode; without it they can- 
not be found within palace gates. 

The Pilgeim's Scbip, Sandals nd Staff. — ^These 
emblems symbolize the journey of life. The Scrip to 
contain the food, the Sandals to protect the feet, and 
the Staff to support the wearied limbs. How much 
more important to make provision for a journey which 
begins in infancy, lasts through life, and ends in death; 
for all beyond three score years and ten are but labor 
and sorrow. We soon pass away and are gone; and be 
your journey long or short, let it be guided by well- 

KOTB lll.~" Thx Tbkt. £fmbUm of ITospUahtp:— the peculiar emblem 
of this degree. It Is always represented open, to remind us that when we needed 
hospitality we found It, and should, therefore, be ready to grant It when needed 
by others. Bat while It is our duty, and should be our pleasure to * entertain 
strangers, * we are admonished that we owe It to ourselves and our families to 
admit * no enemy In disguise *— no treacherous or Yiclous person, to our homes 
And our bosoms. 

**Thls emblem discourses *to ns of the ancient patriarchs, who abode In 
tents;* and teaches us, * that In this world we have no continuing city,* but are 
* pilgrims and sojourners * who seek one to come. * Soon will our earthly tents 
beatmck, and we pass beyond the swelling waters.' 

•• •Here, In this body pent. 

Absent from heaven I roam, 
Tet nightly pitch my tent 

A day's march nearer home . * * * 

-^ffroeh's Manual, p. 807, 
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regTilated industry, perseverance in all good worka and 
a Eunible reliance upon God, 

The Altab of SACRiFiCE.--The Altar of Sacrifice 
Bymbolizes Faith in God, ai^d obedienpe to his com- 
mands, and implies that no sacrifice is tod great for the 
creature to please the Creator." Self-denial and stabniis- 
Bion are constantly recurrinff events in a virtuous life, 
and when called upon you should not hesitate to sacri- 
fice comfort and personal gratification upon the altar of 
. duty* 

• '••■,.'.'..:. M 
TITE TABLES OF ST0NI],"V CRESCENT AND CBOSS. 

The Tables of Stone, the Crescent and the Cross, are 
^'^ symbols that 

signify to ao 
Odd-fellow tJni- 
versalTolera- 
tion. In works 
of humanity all 
diffj^rendes 'in 
politics, creeds, 
or worship 
, should be forgot- 
ten. The Ta- 

l^ont 119,—'* Th3 Tables of tex Law, .Emblem of Divine Government: 
■— rt Teprce«QtK the common basis of the three great religions of the world (Juda- 
hm^ Cbrlittaiilt^, Mohammedanism) which recognize the One, only living and 
Trne Ood— and the foundation of all goyemmcnts which acknowledge God as 
theUulerof nations, and the interests and welfare of the hitman ra6e as their 
fnd and aim. Tlila Law Is a constantly operating fact in the progress of religions 
And of human governments among men, teaching ns faith and trust Id^e Dlylne 
Buler. 

"This comnttiti basis of religion and of morals teaches Christians that having 
>ec^Jvcd so much through the Jew, they may well bear with his supposed de- 
flcleucy tiiitfl tt3cy can impart to him again— and the Moslem, that th6 founda- 
tion oti which h& flTands Is also the common ground of the others — and the JeV, 
>& bis Law pro^^reeges among the nations, moulding legislation and- elevating 
morality, even while he is without a national home, it instructs In patience lind 
In bopc, and to fuDuw with his love wheresoever his Law goes In blessing and In 
trluitiph. 

" Folio wers of different Teachers, ye are worshipers of One God, who Is 
Father of alU aad therefore ye are brethren/ As such. Charity, and speaklnc 
Che truth In love, ehould preyail among u^—unliff in good works, wherein om 
•gt^e^ toUratioi^ in optnione, wherein we differ."— &ro«A'« Manual^ p, 880. 
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.BLE8 OF Stokk, with the moral law written upon 
..lihem, ^present a common basis of worsjiip and .pure 

r»orality for all mankind. They. teach that God is our 
^ Father, and we are brethren. Let the Golden Riile 
' prevafl, and whatsoever ye would that men should do to 

you, do ye even so to them: ^ ^ 

THE ALTAB OP INCEIS'SE."* 

The Altar df Incense reminds us of the rude alfeur of 

the patriarchs, and of the simplicity of that true wor- 
..shipr which the 

Ruler of the XJni- ^'^^ . ^ . j^i*. i 

verse r requires of 

liisintelligent 

creatures: no cost- 
ly oblation, no 

renderingx of the 

fruit of the body 

for the sin of the 

soul — ^but to act 

justly^ love mercy, 
: and walk humbly 




NoTB lis.—" The Altab or Inoiitse. Emblem of Worship:— the peculiar 
tmblem of this degree. It represents the unlTersallty of the spiritual instinct 
In men to 'seek the Lord, If tuiplj they might feel after him and find him/ and 
to worship, whether on an altar of earth or of stone, or of the living heart only. 
And it reminds us that to this highest Interest of man, as to all others, we are 
to apply the Qoldsn Rulx— * * All things whatsoever ye would that men should 
io unto you^ do ye even so unto them.** And It enjoins this, not to make ns 
Indifferent Ir our religious faith or practice, hut to Impress upon us the great 
duty of ToLEBATiOK—not as a policy, hut as a principle taught l)y the Blylne 
Benignity and Compassion. For *a zeal according to knowledge* makes' us 
compassionate toward those who bow not at our altar, and enjoy not our hopes 
and consolations; and thiTs increases our efforts to convert them to our faith. 
** And it further instructs us that * God now requires His people to offer unto 
'*' Biiirthe incense of Ffayer and praise, of gratitude' and thanksgMng;* and that 
among the * acceptable sacrifices of God, are a broken spirit: a broken and a 
contrite heart* He will not despise. 'Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the 
altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught against thee, leave 
there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; Jlret be reconciled to thy brother^ 
ma TBMs come and offer thy gift. '—Matt. v. S8, 84."— (^fA*< Manual^ p, fa9> 
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with Qod. Therefore if thou bring thy gift to tiie 
filtar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath 
aught against thee, leave there thy gift before the altar 
«iid go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift. 

If the candidate haa been seated lie moat now rise. 

High Priest — Junior Warden, present the candidate 
to the Chief Patriarch. 

Junior Warden — Chief Patriarch, I present to you 
Patriarch . 

Chief Patriarch — Patriarch, the Junior Warden will 
now invest you with a Royal Purple collar, emblematic 
of this degree. 

And now, in the name and by the authority of the 
Independent"* Order of Odd-fellows, I declare you duly 
e3falted to the Royal Purple Degree. 

The candidate is then placed facing tbe Senior Wurden, and the Encampment 
la called op by two raps. 

Chief PafnarcA— Patriarchs, I now introduce and 

commend to you Patriarch as a member of 

the Patriarchal family. 

An ode may be rang. 

The members may advance and greet the Patriarch, after whi^ the Bncamp- 
nent la seated, and the regular business proceeded with. 



KoTK 114.— ** The organic law of this body does not contain the seeds of IM 
«wtt dissolution. It has power, if need be, to act directly on indlTidual Odd- 
fellows in the Tarlous States of the Union. It Is legally as Indestructible as the 
goremment of the United States. **-Voiirfiaiq/'iYoOM({ifi^«iSofMr#i^ Qrand 
ib«i|if«, <8^MiO» «/ 1880, p. 8816. 



CHAPTER XV. 

BOTAL PUBPLE, OB ThIBD EKCAKPHElTr DeGBEB. 



The opening and elotlnff ceremonies In the three Encampment Degrees are 
■Ql>stantlall7 tbe same, but the final closing ceremonies of an Encampment mast 
1M In this degree. 

Chief Patriarch (two raps, all rise) — ^The officer^ and 
Patriarchs will rise while our Junior Warden closes the 
Encampment in the Royal Purple Depjree. Officers and 
Patriarchs, be attentive while our Most Excellent High 
Priest offers a prayer. 

The Chief Patriarch should remain In his place In closing the Encampment, and 
the Senior Warden in his place, unless. In consequence of the want of numbers, 
it Is necessary for the Senior Warden to close In. The chain Is formed (the link 
1»elng made with the second finger) by all present, standing. Including the Chief 
Patriarch and Senior Warden: ihe Junior Warden to the right of the Chief Pa- 
triarch, and the High Priest In the center of the ring. 

PBATEE. 

Father of all mercy, God of love, we beseech thee, of 
thy great goodness, to defend us from the perils and 
dangers of this night. Let thy blessing rest upon us; 

KOTS 115.—** The Encampment opens, and closes flnaUy, in its highest degree, 
M It transacts all Its business In that degree only. It opens and closes la each 
degree (with peculiar ceremonies) which It conferi dazing Mch ilihoa " - 
Groih'i Manual, p. 256. 
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and may all our works — ^began, continued and ended — 
redound to thy gloiy and the happiness of all mankind. 
Amen.J 

▲fter prayer an ode may be rong. 

Junior Warden — ^By order of the Chief Patriarch, I 
proclaim this Encampment closed in the Royal Purple 
Degree. [The chain is then broken without shaking 
arms.] 

The same form of procIamati'^D for ovexdng and oloalqg adapted to eacb degree^ 
*fl tued iB fibangtng from one t* notber for tbe purpose of eonf erring tbe degree*. 



ANALYSIS ROYAL PURPLE DEGREE. 

Tlie Stock fn Trade of Secret Order*— Togscrj of This Degree— Booffh XTsage of 
the Candidate— A **Mimio Journey of Life**— The Bible Picture of Llfe*8 
Jonmey— Odd-feUowahlp Mlmlca It— The Coincidence Between Ancient and 
Modem Myaterieii Not Fortmtona— The Kappa Alpha Society'! Murder of 
Mortimer IXLeggett During Initiation at Cornell Unlyerslty— The DeTll's Mill 
Tet Grinding There— The Puppy Secret Societies at Yale College— Orim Trav* 
eitlea of Beal Bellglous Bxperlencea-How Belated to Christianity- Secretiam 
and Christianity Antagonists to the Death— Ancient and Modem Mysteries 
Claim Identity— They AH Celebrated the Death and Besurrection of Some 
Hero or Qod— All Promised SalTation— Paul's Intelligent Opinion Concerning 
Them— Secret Orders Like Polyps -Their Object— Orffeln of the Oracle of 
Apollo at Delphi -Inspired by Sulphurous Gas from a Cavern— Satanic Aid 
Also— Blch Presents the Price of Besponses— The Oracle at Trophonlus Cave 
— AUMade Subservient to Political Ends, as Kow— God's Utterances About Se- 
cretlsm — Some Ignorance or Knavery on the Part of Masonic Authors— No 
Cheat can be PerpetuaL 

The secret orders have' exhausted the vocabulaiy of 
kingcraft and priestcraft, which have scourged our race 
for six thousand years and still scourge it. And, during 
all that time, regalia, mock mysteries and sounding 
titles haye been their stock in trade and tools of incan- 
tation. 

This Royal Purple Degree ends the present sorcery 
of Odd-fellowship, amid purple gowns, yellow belts, 
black turbans and white surplices, with mitres and 
breastplates. (See ritual^ p. 203,) And in this, as in 
preceding degrees, "special" warning is given against 
"rough usage" of the candidate, which shows the 
whole thing to be a religious horse-play. But one 
ground idea underlies and runs through the whole. It 



A MISnC JOUHJTET TBftOCQH LIFE TO HEAVEK. 

is a misletoe on the tree of life; a travesty and degi'ad- 
ing caricature of God's system and Christ* s way to 
heaven. The professed purpose and intent of this dt^- 
gree, as given by the contrivers (rttnalj p^ 214), l^ '' a 
mimic journey of life." 

Now the Bible picture of the Christianas Ufe-joumey 
is to ^' run with patience,'' '^ through much tribulation,'* 
*Mooking to Jesus^*' '^ by whom we have access" to the 
infinite and eternal God, 

Christ existed " before the foundation of the world " 
and has, ever since, been the '^ Way " for a man out of 
the trouble and guilt of sin into the rest and holiness 
of heaven. This crowning "royal purple degree" 
mimics or burlesques this " way '' in God's eternal sys* 
tem of redemption. Thus: The candidate goes blind- 
fold^ looking on nothings instead of Christ. The " tribu- 
lation " is " mimicked " by leading him over " stones, 
pieces of wood, stumps, limbs of treea or brushwood," 
(See ritnalfp. 203.) But the guide of the poor simple- 
ton is forbidden '* all fast walking, rushing or rough 
usage of the candidate." This is the devil's mimicry of 
Chrii^t'a ** strait and thorny road/' through a world 
which sin has made one of suffering. 

And when the candidate has been badgered and bam- 
boozled over the ''stones, brush, stumps /' etc*, in the 
night, across a ''bridge two feet wide, with rough poles 
as railings," over a swollen stream, amid home-made 
" thunder " and other frights, he is brought by the guide 
into the Odd-fellows* mimic heaven, his esure filled with 
aweet music, and he is told that he is among ^' people 
full of }oyr—Bitual, p. 213. 

It is not a happen-so that, from the old Egyptian and 
tj^reek Mysteries down through Freemasonry and Odd* 
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fellowship to little secret college clnbs, this '' mimicry '^ 
of the straggle with sin and sorrow through to peace 
with God is kept up. *' Our rites," says Grosh, *' begin 
in gloom jand end in joy." And in this he says Odd- 
fellowship is a copy^of all secret religious orders. 

The students of Cornell University, N. Y., bound 
young Mortimer D. Leggett's hands behind him, at 
midnight, and ran him up and down a bluff six miles 
out of Utica, N. T.,and when wearied and bruised with 
'^ rough usage," pulled off his blinder to make him, at 
midnight, look down the bluff (by measure) forty feet, 
where they had prepared an artificial hell, whose flames 
were Chinese lanterns, and its devils students in horned 
masques! They intended, after giving him a devU^s 
" broken hearts" to lead him to " mimic " *' joys of sal- 
vation " in nightly revelry and debauch; but, being too 
drunk to carry out the programme, they let him fall 
down the bluff luid broke his neck. And when the poor 
boy was dying-* -when tlie dimness of death was coming 
over him — ^he thought they were putting on the hood- 
wink, and begged piteously, " Don't! Take it off ! Do 
take it off !" The coroner's inquest revealed these facts 
to President White and Ws Faculty, but the literal mills 
of hell still gri»d on in Cornell University, and others. 
Siriilar, if not worse, " initiations " are practiced in 
Yale College. A New Haven daily told the public that, 
at one of these initiations into a Greek-letter fraterni- 
ty, one student had his arm broken by " rough usage," 
and several others were so bruised that they had to be 
taken home in a carriage after the savage handling and 
night of debauch. 

Now remember that these grim travesties of " sorrow 
fbt sin " and ''rest to the soul " in Christ all have re- 
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ligious oaths or obligations, and the leading orders have 
"priests" "altars" and * Sprayers," and it requires 
neither profound learning nor philosophy to understand 
the teachings of the Bible that these devil worships 
stand related to Christianity exactly as whoredom does 
to marriage; at once a substitute for, a caricature of, 
and a contempt for it; and that, in the words of the poet 
Burns, who knew — 

** Oh, It liaident aU wltliln 
And petiiflet the feelingr 

The religion of the Bible is a religion that makts 
men better; that transforms sinners into saints; while 
its counterfeits, the world over, propose to take unre- 
pentant sinners to heaven; and we find the laws of 
Odd-fellowship consistent with this fact. 

Although Grosh tells us (Manual, p. 90), " What 
regeneration by the word of truth is in religion, initia- 
tion is in Odd-fellowship," we find that by the laws of 
Odd-fellowship infidels cannot be excluded from mem- 
bership in the Order. Article 1096, Whitens Digest, 
reads as follows: 

" Ikfidels. — To the, question * Can a State Grand 
Lod^e legally approve a by-law of a Subordinate which 

Provides that " infidels shall not be proposed as mem- 
ers," ' the Grand Lodge of the United States answers: 
' Since no peculiar religious views which do not affect 
the belief of the person asking admission into the 
Order ' in a Supreme Being, the Creator and Preserver 
of the Universe,' can disqualify him for membership, 
neither can these views be allowed to interfere with the 
privilege of members in respect to propositions for ad- 
mission."— i849, Journal, 1503, 1513. 

Article 1094, same book, is still more conclusive, and 
covers the whole subject: 
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**No Pbcitliaeitibs op RBLTGidus Belibp or practice 
are requisite to admission into the Order, and none 
disqualify."— i848, Journal, 1198, 1246. 

Nor is the morality enforced by this professedly soul- 
saving religion any better than its infidel creed. 
Article 976 of Whitens Digest reads as follows: 

" Temperance a Cardinal Principle; Total Abbti- 
OTNCB Not Enforced. — ^Lodges cannot abridge the 
liberties of the citizen, nor dictate to him what he shall 
eat or what he shall drink. All good Odd-fellows despise 
as such the abuse of intoxicating drinks, and in their Var 
against vice ' they look upon drunkenness as incompat- 
ible with every principle of the Order. But neither 
will the laws nor the principles of Odd-fellowship 
descend to the restriction or regulation of the beverage 
of its members. 

'* While temperance is a cardinal principle of the Order 
and must be observed, they will not attempt to enforce 
total abstinence^ a principle never intended by the 
framers to be ingrafted upon our Order." — 1849, Jour- 
nal, 1504, 1513. 

The next article (976), same book, is as follows: 

" Traffic in Intoxicating Liquors.— On a petition 
being presented to the Grand Lodge of the United 
States to enact a law allowing State Grand Bodies to 
prohibit members of Subordinates under their respec- 
tive jurisdictions from engaging in the traffic in intoxi- 
cating liquors, it was decided that it is ' contrary to the 
spirit and policy of our institution to pass any law on 
tne subject referred to, creating a new test of member- 
ship in the Order."— i870, Journal, 4836, 4869. 

These last two quotations form also a most conclusive 
rebuttal of the frequent and loud-mouthed claims of the 
institution as a " temperance " order. 

If the analysis and notes of this volume are carefully 
and prayerfully read, no honest, intelligent reader will 
fail to see that, in the words of the learned Gudworth, 
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as before quoted, ^^ thefe are two kingdoms or polities in 
this world in perpetual conflict-^he kingdoms of light 
and of darkness^^; and that Christ's kingdom of supreme 
love to God and equal love to man can never come on 
earth till these accursed dens of organized darkness and 
deism are disfellowshiped and driven from the Church 
of the Living God, the pillar and ground of the truth. 

Now Mackey and Grosh, the highest living authori- 
ties on the point, both boast the moral identity of the 
old Mysteries with Freemasonry and Odd-fellowship. 
" They both," says Mackey, " emanated from one com- 
mon source^'' (Lexicon, p. 320.) Let us see a little 
what these mysteries were. And 

1st. They all had a counterfeit of the death and resur- 
rection of Christ Says Mackey (Lexicon, p. 315) 
*'In all these various mysteries we find asinguliaf umty 
of design, clearly indicating a common origin." " They 
celebrated the death and the resurrection of some cher- 
ished being, the object of either esteem as a hero, or of 
devotion as a god." He is speaking of Egyptian, Per- 
sian,Greek, Roman, Scandinavian, Druidical, Gothk and 
Celtic mysteries. 

2d. And they all promised heaven or salvation. (Leoo- 
icon^ p. 321.) " Cicero tells us, that in the mysteries of 
Ceres at Eleusis, the initiated were taught to live hap- 
pily and to die in the hope of a blessed futurity." The 
same promises are, over and again, made to Odd-fellows 
and also to Masons, whose well-known death and resur- 
rection of Hiram Abiff is Satan's caricature of Christ's 
death and resurrection. 

8d. The Apostle Paul, who was well-read in all these 
Mysteries, denounces them as ''unfruitful works ol 
darkness," as " idolatry," and, in his terse and terrible 
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WBSFi§^ ih^ir Clip is '* iiiQ cap o£ devilfl," ni tkeir i^U 
**tke tajble of devils." (See I Cor., 10th cha^) And 
hB c^mmmis .Ohristiaas to '' have no fellowship *" with 
them. (Eph. 5: 11, 12.) 

The aacieut mysteries, too, like the modem, were all 
the time sending off shoots and starting new centers. 
And as every slice cut off from the Polyp becomes a 
new animal, so of these mysteries, ancient and modem 
alike; every offshoot, and even every new degree of an 
ofishoot, becomes a perfect secret order, putting the in- 
itiate through from gloom to gaiety, from fear to fun 
and frolic, fro;n awe and terror to joy and jollification. 
In short, the object is to produce in the initiate, as 
nearly as possible, feelings like those produced by the 
Holy Spirit's correction of sin and j'oys of pardon, and 
thus give him a devil's regeneration, in which 3atan 
officiates as the Holy Ghost. 

The oracle of Apollo at Delphi, according to Diodo- 
ras Siculus, (B. C. 16) originated thus: 

" Upon Mt. Parnassus, there was a deep cavern, with 
a small, narrow mouth; to which when any goats ap- 
proached, they began to leap after an unusual and antic 
manner, uttering strange and unheard-of sounds." 

" The goatherd, observing this, went himself to view 
the cavern, whereupon he also was seized with a like fit 
of madness, leaping and dancing, and foretelling future 
©vents." 

A temple was erected over that jet of exhilarating 
gas, and the priestess was inspired by it. " Whoever," 
says Archbishop Potter, " went to consult the oracle 
was required to make large presents to the god; whereby 
ii came to pass that this temple, in riches, splendor and 
magnificence, was superior to almost all others in the 
world." The priestess, called the Pythoness, like the 
damsel in Acts 16: 16 who '^ brought her masters much 
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gain by soothsaying,^^ was doubtless aided by tbe god 
of all Gentile worships, to deceive and delude the then 
most enlightened people on earth. The imposture took, 
and when its reputation was established kings poured 
their wealth into its exchequer for the sake of its polit- 
ical influence, and the multitude paid dues for initiation 
and degree^. 

The worshiper at Trophonius Cave went through 
preparatory ceremonies, lasting several days, offering 
many sacrifices, which, of course, enriched the shrine; 
then he was taken out by night and washed in a river, 
etc., etc. These oracles were made subservient to poli- 
tics. The Council of the Amphictyons met at Delphi 
alternately, and its decisions were influenced by the 
purchased responses of the priestess, as the vote of 
Masons and Odd-fellows is by the sham religion of the 
lodge. 

It was in abhorrence of this secret cave-worship that 
God declared '' / have not spoken in secret, in a dark 
place of the earth." fisa. 45:19.) So the words of 
Christ, " In secret have I said nothing," (John 18:20) 
condemned the mystic religions of his day, whose filth- 
iness, Paul said, was too shameful to be spoken of, 
and which he commanded Christians to disfellowship. 
And yet Masonic and Odd-fellowship writers, either in 
their own ignorance or relying on the ignorance of 
their members, boast the moral sameness of those 
ancient abominations with their lodges as if it were an 
honor! 

No cheat can be perpetual. The moral meanness of 
its results soon condemns it; hence those old mysteries, 
as ours do, kept shifting their shapes and trundling 
from one folly and wickedness until they finally sunk 
with the nations they had debauched. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Bebekah, OB Ladies' Degbeb. 

' HISTOBT OP THB DEGBEB. 

The Degree of Rebekah was originated by Schuyler 
Colfax, of South Bend, Indiana, and was authorized by 
the Grand Lodge of the United States in September, 
1851. The committee appointed by the Grand Sire to 
prepare it was Schuyler Colfax, of Indiana, William T. 
Martin, of Mississippi, and E. G. Steele, of Tennessee. 
The degree went into operation January 1, 1852. 

OBJECTS OF THE DEGBEE. 

Mr. Colfax, in Donaldson's Pocket Text Book, p. 410, 
gives the following reasons for the establishment of 
this degree: 

" 1. It will tend to increase the resources of Subordi- 
nate Lodges by the advance of members in the degrees. 
It affords an additional incentive"' for brethren, and an 
additional argument for those allied to them, to induce 
them to progress upward in the Order. 

KoTB 110.—** The Degree of Bebekah ii conferred wlthont charge, In a Sub* 
ordinate Lodge, on the wlTei of flf th-degree membersCand widows whose husbands 
died m good standing), In the presence of their husbands or proper guardians. 
Ko dues or benefits are attached, but it brings them Into closer relations to the 
Order, and enables them to make themselves known to Scarlet members when 
needing aid or protection.**— (?ro<A'< Manual, p, 76. 
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^^ 2. It will complete the present imperfect system in 
force in most of the jurisdictions by which wives' and 
widows' cards are now authorized. 

" 3. It will lessen and ultimately destroy the preju- 
dice felt against the Order by many of the fairer sex in 
various portions of the Union; and which, undeniably, 
often tends to prevent accessions of members in Sub- 
ordinate Lodges. 

"4. It can be made to assist Odd-fellowship in pe- 
culiar cases of brothers' sickness. In many such the 
kindly nursing of woman is needed far more than the 
assiduous and constant attendance of man, for she was 
formed to minister at the couch of affliction; and in the 
watching which our laws so strictly provide for, we 
only strive to compel the observance of what is, in her, 
instinct— the promptings of nature, the impulse of th^ 
dieart." 

qualifications"' POB membership m THE LADIES' 
DEQBEE. 

*' The Degree of Rebekah is an honorary degree, to 
■be conferred on such Scarlet members and their wives 
as may desire to receive it. * " • * And it may be 
conferred upon the widows of Odd-fellows who were in 
^ood standing at the time of their death, upon applica- 
tion therefor in open lodge — ^they being accompanied 



KoTX t\7.^* * Setolved^ That an nnmarrled daughter of an Odd-fellow of the 
Sitth Degree who has attained the age of eighteen years, and whote parents are 
dead, may be admitted to membership In a lodge of the Degree of Bebekah when 
proposed by the Noble Grand of the lodge of which her father was a member at 
the time of his death, or by a member of' a lodge of the Degree of Reibekah, 
when furnished with a certificate from the Subordinate Lodge of which the 
lather was a member, that he had attained the Scarlet Degree attd was la good 
standing at the time of his death. ''Woumof of Proc04dinff$ S09€Ni0k ^ratiH 
iiodge^ai9€ianiifmfKp.9in. 
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hf other ladies who have received or are to receire the 
degree." — Orosh's Pocket MantMl,p. 326, 

Donaldson's Pocket Text Book says in a note, p. 414: 
*^The Degree of Rebekah is an honorary degree to be 
conferred under the regulations adopted by the Grand 
Lodge of the United States upon such Scarlet members 
and their wives as may desire to receive it; but the 
officers of all lodges which are in possession of the work 
ought to be in regular possession of the degree, upon 
the same principle that they are required to assume 
other obligations belonging to their official stations. 
The Annual Password of the Ladies 'Degree should be 
given at the outer door, and the lodge may sing any 
part of the odes at the time that ladies are introduced 
by the Conductor. 

Widows (of brothers in good standing who may have 
deceased after the adoption of the degree, September 
30, 1851), if they still remain widows, may receive the 
degree in the lodge of which their husbands were mem- 
bers, by the assent of the lodge, and providing that 
other ladies with their husbands are also present for the 
purpose of initiation in the degree. — ^Decisions of the 
G. L. of the U. S., Session of 1852." 

MALB MEMBERS OF THE LADIEs' LODGB. 

It is the privilege of every member of the Scarlet 
Degree, in good standings to have the Degree of Re- 
bekah conferred upon him if he shall desire it, but it 
can only be conferred at a special meeting called for 
that purpose. The brother receiving it is not required 
to give previous notice to the Initiatory Lodge of his 
intention to take the degree, but, if present at euch a 
Ifteeting ^ is above described, wlietber it be o| |xis 9W?V 
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or any other lodge, he may receive the degree, on 
assuming the obligation attached to it. 

In the absence of applications to have the degree con- 
ferred upon ladies, the members of a lodge can have a 
special meeting called for the purpose of haying the 
degree conferred upon such of themselves as are quali- 
fied to receive it.* — Instructions of Grand Sire^ Grand 
Lodge U. S., dated January 27, 1852, 

SISTEBS SUFIEB FOB THEIB HUSBANDS^ SHOBTCOMIKQS. 

" As the 'Daughter's' standing depends on her hus- 
band's, it is her interest (and her right) to know that 
he is * free from all charges,' moral and pecuniary, that 
she may retain her ' good standing ' and the benefits and 
advantages accruing to her family through his connec- 
tion with the Order." — GrosKs Manual, p. 165. 

THE BEBEKAH DEGBEE KOT QENUIira ODD-FELLOWBHIP. 

" No business whatever, except that of conferring, 
can be done in the Degree of Rebekah. The prelim- 
inaries must all be settled in the Subordinate Lodge. 
We particularly make this statement, because an 
erroneous impression has prevailed that *" women are to 
be introduced to the lodges!'" — Donaldson's O.-^F. 
Pocket Text Book, p. 413. 

" The simple truth is this: Woman is not entitled to 
and seeks not a place among us. Our institution was 
originally intended and framed exclusively for men, and 
the various modifications it has undergone have not 
adapted it to the other sex. They could not, with pro- 
priety, in conformity with the usages of the world, 

«From this tt tt pl«la tl|%t f^^e^testli* of %\\9 membert of a Latllef* iMd^e vatkj 
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take part in our private assemblages, without exposing 
themselves to the censoriousness of the age." — Donald- 
son's O.-F. Text Book, p. 416. 

Same book, page 418: "I^ is a secret society for gen- 
tUmen only.'''* 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Rebeeah, or Ladies Degree, 
opeking oeremokies. 

Nobk Grand — (one rap, calling to order). 

Noble Grand (to the lodge) — OiOBcers and members^ 
we have assembled for the purpose of transacting bus- 
iness in the degree of Rebekah, and in this, as in all 
other degrees of the Order, we are enjoined to keep in- 
violate our secret work, and see that no unworthy per- 
son is allowed to be present at the performance of our 
sacred rites. Therefore, those who are not entitled to a 
seat with us in this degree, are kindly requested to re- 
tire to the ante-room. The Guardian will close the 
door, and the Warden will prove those present accord- 
ing to pur laws and usages. 

Warden examines all present and reports. 

Noble Grand — Inside Guardian, what is your duty? 

Inside Guardian — To see that none but the qualified 
are allowed to enter, and permit all members to pass 
out on the order of the proper officer. 

Noble Grand — Conductor, what are the duties of your 
office? 

Conductor — To conduct candidates through the mys- 
teriee of the degree, and to assist the Warden ii^ the 
^Titles of his pfi^oe^ 
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Noble Grand — Warden, what is your daty? 

Warden — To see that the room is neat and in order, 
that members may be comfortable and spend a pleasant 
as well as a profitable evening whenever they meet 
together. 

Noble Grand — ^Secretary, what is your duty? 

Secrettxry — ^To keep accurate minutes of all transac- 
tions and business of th« lodge when open in this 
degree. 

Noble Grand — Vice Grand, what are the duties of 
your station? 

Vice Grand — To officiate in my station and for the 
Noble Grand in his absence, and to give my assistance 
in the performance of the business of the lodge. 

Noble Grand — Worthy Chaplain, what are the gen- 
eral duties prescribed for our members? 

Chaplain — To live peaceably with all men — ^to do 
good unto all men as we have opportunity, and 
especially to obey the Golden Rule: " As ye would that 
others should do unto you, do ye even so to them." 

Noble Grand (to the lodge) — ^Such are the duties — see 
ye that they are duly performed. 

Noble 6?ranrf— (three raps, all rise). 

NobU Grand — The members will sing the opening 
ode. 

OPBliriKG ODE. 

Brethren of oar mystic Union— 

Sisters of our social Band- 
Here in peaceful, pure commanlon. 

We at Fbismdship'b altar stand. 

Love unfurls ber banner o*er ns — 

Tbuth win guide us on our way— 
tFAiTB Illume the path bbf ore ua— 

Bopx a future bright display. 
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Fill t6 wonbtp' mt ta«r Abrliisi 
Hen we bow and pledgee f oiemr 
L»baF Im ber ctaie dlviui. 

Wliteo tbo doads of iIb tad tadnm 
Sbroqd in sl^am tbe wurr bead, 

Tbere-, Id peaoe ^nd )ot &Dd gUdneu, 
Sb&l] tbe ll^bt of Lota bo eb«d. 

Noble Grand — Worthy Cbapltun, will you iiiToke the 
blessings of the Supreme Ruler of the UniTerse upon 

our convocation? 

Nobh Grand — Warden, you will proclaim this lodge 
duly opened. 

Warden— By order of the Noble Grand I proclaim 
this lodge open in the Degree of Rebekah for the trana^ 
action of any businesa that may he legally bronght 
before it. 

Noble Grand — Officers and members, bo be it 

Members — So be it! 

Noble Grand — (one rap, all are seated)* 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Bebekah, OB Ladieb* Dsgrxx. 

HOTIATIOK. 

TlM lodge beliiff nfolarly opened In thli degree, with the offloen tad ivch 
hrethien of the Degree of Tmth m lee fit to attend clothed In fall regnUn, the 
Warden examines the brethren In the Paaaword of this degree, and If any 
brother of the Degree of Troth present is found wanting, he Is reqolred to take 
the obligation of this degree before Instmctlng him therein or permitting him to 
remain. 

Upon the Inilde Onardlaa annonnclng the ladles as waiting admlsslOB In the 
ante-room, the Noble Grand calls the lodge np, and directs the Condootor to 
introdnce them (after they have removed their bonnets and shawls) to the halU 
entering with one rap, which is the osoal Slann of this degree. After passing 
once aronnd th0 hall, two by two, the brethren remaining standing, the Ckm- 
dnctor preaentathem to the Vlee Grand, which oflLoer seats the lodge. 

ConrfttCtor— Worthy Vice Grand, I present to you 
these ladies, who are desirous of obtaining the privileges 
and honors of a degree that will enable them more 
fully to co-operate in the work of our beloved Order. 

Vice fi^raiK^— Ladies, are you desirous to unite in this 
degree of Odd-fellowship with those who have devoted 
themselves through life to death — ^in sunshine and in 
storm-— through good or evil report — to visit the sick, 
relieve the distressed, bury the dead, and protect and 
educate the orphan? 

Cmductor (for ladies)— We are! [The ladies also bow 
It]. 

Vice flyond— Such is the response of tniei hmm/e 
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woman, for these are duties to which your sex hare 
ever been the moat faithful. But in Holy Writ, where 
these tender duties are taught us, it also declares, nay, 
more, commands^ ^^ when thou doest thine alms, let not 
thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth." Can 
you perform these duties thus? 

Condiictor—We can. 

Vice Grand^Ahl but mil you? Will you devote 
yourselves to this work in our way? Will you silently 
do good, as good ought always to be performed, and, in 
spite of envyings or calumny, keep your charities and 
your labors of love secret from the selfish world? Will 
you pursue the thorny pathway that we have trod, 
where the slanders of prejudice and bigotry assail on 
every side, still doing good for its own sake alone— re- 
turning kindness for hostility— and ever striving, quiet- 
ly and unboastingly, to mitigate the vast amount of 
suffering and pain in our world? 

Conductof^^We will. 

Fic^.Oranrf— Tou must be warned before you pro- 
ceed. We seek to impose on you no obligation that in 
after life you may regret. No reluctant vows are asked 
for here. Pause, therefore, for you may not think — 
you cannot realize how difficult is the duty you are, in 
common with us, about to assume. It is a constant 
war with selfishness, unaided by even human praise, for 
which alone so many toils are daily undertaken. Our 
law is, " let thy works of duty be secret, and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall reward the openly.'' 
Behold in that law the only recompense you can hope 
for — ^the only praise to which you can aspire. We 
have none other to offer. Still more. Consider the 
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sacrifice implied in that second great commandment — 
** Thou Shalt love thy neighbor as thyself" You are 
yet free. Pause, then, before you eonsent to take upon 
yourselves obligations that will bind you, as they have 
bound us before you, to duties like these. Pause and 
reflect — ^f or it may happen that you shall be called upon 
to give up the pleasures of life to minister at the couch 
of suffering — ^you may be summoned from the whirl of 
gaiety to stand, with brethren and with sisters, at abed- 
side of anguish — ^yon may be asked to forego the 
pleasures of some social evening circle to watch through 
the long vigils of night the struggle between Life and 
Death, and to pour oil, if possible, into the expiring 
lamp of Life. 

Vice Grand— Worthy Guardian, unbolt the door, and 
let it open for any lady who desires to retire: 

Inside Guardian — I will. Worthy Vice Grand. 

Vice Grand (to Conductor, after a pause) — Whatl 
not one left us? Oh! how firm is woman in the cause 
of sorrow and humanity ! How often has she trodden 
the wine-press of bitterness to share the woes of him 
who, with her, toils through the rugged pathways 
of life! How quick is she to fly to relieve, when she 
hears the wail of the heart-broken, or the moan of the 
destitute! And it is not strange, therefore, that when 
suspicion and bigotry, selfishness and contempt, leagued 
together to stifle our existence and crush our Order, the 
bright eye of woman cheered us in our labor of love. 
Scmie few, indeed, joined those Pharisees, who declared 
that no good thing could come out of our Nazareth. 
But woman, as a sex, true to herself, her instincts and 
]s(f r impulses, siniled upoQ our labors, re|oi^ as yf^ 



prospered, defended our prmciples and honored our 
nAme. Grateful for her tlaus becoming a shield to ward 
off all attacks, we hare established thk degree, as a 
testimonial that the confidence thus reposed in us is 
moat cordially and heartily reciprocated, WhBe con- 
ferring it upon her, we not only honor and confide in 
the sex as we should, but we also realize along-chenshed 
plan of an organized cooperation with us in visiting 
the sick — reUering the distressed — and protecting the 
orphan- 
Before, however, imparting the secrets of this degree 
to you, it is yonr duty to take a solemn obligation with 
U3, both to impress on your mind and conscience the 
humane duties of our Order, and also to rivet on jour 
remembrance the deep importance of strictly guarding 
the tests of your degree, that you may, while enabled 
oy them to recognize a brother or sister of this degree, 
also protect yourselves and us from imposition and 
deceit. 

With this explanation of our object in asking you to 
pledge to us, and to each other, your word of honor (for 
no further bond do we ask) are you willing to enter into 
an obligation with us? 
Candidates — We are! 

TtiQ Vice Grand will than cnll ttie httst»]X(lft ot tho canelldftCfl* forward, ntho^ 
frith th& l&dlefl, will plAce their right hnndi on the Blt^lCi which U to be c^pm mi 
Ibe 15th chapter ot ExodiUt uid. the Indies wlU eifb repeat the tolloirliv ohUcm" 
ttoa— the lodcd «t«ndliif : 

OBLIOATIOJT, 

-, in the presence of the members of the 



Independent Order of Odd-fellows of Lodge No, 

, of the State of , do most solemnly promiie 

tjiftt J will pever reveal to any one this degf ee^ or tU^ 
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Passwords, Signs, Countersign and Token belonging to 
it, and now about to be entrusted to me, except to a 
member of this degree of Odd-fellowship, whom I may 
find, on due trial, to be equally in possession of them, 
or when in the discharge of official duties within the 
lodge; and to all due secrecy in this respect I hereby 
pledge my sacred word of honor, without any mental 
reservation whatever, and with a full determination to 

f)reserve my plighted faith inviolate until the end of 
ife. 

Vice Grand — Conductor, you will now present these 
sisters to the Noble Grand for the necessary instruc- 
tions. 
Conductor — I will, worthy Vice Grand. 
Vice Grand — (one rap, seating the lodge). 

The Conductor will then proceed with ladles to the Noble Grand*s chair. 

Cowdtector— Noble Grand, I have the pleasure of pre- 
senting to you these ladies, wives of enterprising 
brothers of our Order, for further instruction in the 
work of this degree. They have passed honorably 
through all our ordeals, and have pledged to our wojrthy 
Vice Grand their sacred honor never to reveal the 
secrets now about to be intrusted to their keeping. 

Noble Grand — Reposing confidence, ladies, in your 
plighted faith, I now proceed to give you such instruc- 
tionsjs appertain to this degree, and as will also enable 
you to know a brother or sister who 
has received it. 

1st. The Pebmakent Password.— 
Miriam, 

2d. The Test or Trial Sighs' for 
A Sister. — Close the thumb and little 
finger of right hand and place the 
three open fingers, spread out^ on any- 
thing except your own person. 



g^ters* Trial fiipi. 
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Sd. The Couktebsign ob Bbothbb's 
Aksweb. — ^Close all but index finger of 
right hand over thumb; raise hand and 
put ball of index finger on side of nose, 
about an inch above the end. [This is 
also the salute to the " Chair " given by 
both brothers and sisters on entering a 
lodge of this degree. Brothers recognize 
each other in this degree by the same 
sign, but it is seldom used for that pur- 
pose.] '■^fc^M-^ 

" -• Salute to Offieen 

and Bros.* Sign. 

Let me state to you distinctly and emphatically that 
these signs are never to be idly used, merely for pleas- 
ure or curiosity. They are intended for useful pur- 
poses only; and though you are at liberty to practice 
them* in the secret privacy, with others whom you may 
know, OF YOUB OWK KNOWLEDGE, to have received them 
legally, you are not allowed to use them at home or 
abroad, without some practical, useful end in view. In 
times of distress, or peril, or difficulty, you are not only 
at liberty to use them, but are also instructed to do so. 

4th. The Anitual Passwobd of this degree for the 

present year is . [Manoah^ or whatever has been 

appointed for the year by the Sovereign Grand Lodge.] 

The last word is intended as a further proof test, not 
only of membership, but also, and specially, of good 
standing. It is, therefore, changed annually by the 
Right Worthy Grand Lodge of the United States, and 
goes into operation on the 1st of January of each year. 
You will all receive new Annual Passwords from your 
Ij^isb^ds, yrhp alone can instyiict you tlferefn l^ereitfter; 



and you will, therefore, see the importance of the exer- 
cise (jf your influence with him, that he shall preserve 
his gsK)i standing in the lodge, morally as well as 
pecuniarily; as if either is forfeited your rights, which 
are dependent on his, will be lost with them. This 
Annt al Password is used as a test thus: After having 
receii ed some sign, which would seem to indicate mem- 
bersh ip in this degree, you are at liberty to ask her or 
him i Dr the Password, and upon being answered, " com- 
menoe yourself," you will commence with the last letter 
of the word. This is replied to by the person you 
chalLjnge with the first letter of the word, and you 
then respond with the middle or any of the middle 
letters, to be replied to, '' even so." The Password is 
never to be given in full under any circumstances what- 
ever — never to be written — never even to be spoken as 
a word, except in giving instructions as in the present 
case; and especially no experiments are to be tried 
with it for the mere sake of experiment, without some 
useful or friendly purpose in view. 

The Noble Grand of the lodge with which your hus- 
bands are connected will communicate the Annual 
Password to you in case of their accidental absence, 
or, if they should be deceased, the same officer will 
continue to place you in "posession of it so long as you 
remain widows of Odd-fellows. 

The Koble Grand should practice the ladles In this, and then praye them In the 
■Ifns, etc. 

Noble Grand (resuming) — Our sisters can now be 
seated, fronting this chair. 

Noble Grand — He who reads the page of Holy Writ 
intelligently often finds his memory wandering back to 
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those sketches of the women of the Bible, which ap- 
pear as delightful episodes in the great history — blinking 
it, by a chain that all can see and feel, with our own 
realizations of domestic life. And woman needs no 
higher eulogy than to be judged by those noble speci- 
mens of her sex, immortalized by having their names 
embalmed in the Book of books. What a glorious 
galaxy glitters on those sacred pages! 

We point you not alone to the beautiful and grace-* 
ful Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel — who, pointed 
out by Qod himself to Eliezer as the fitting wife for 
Isaac, goes forth from the vale of Haran at that bidding, 
turning her back upon home, family and Mends to 
travel the journey of life with a stranger of a distant 
land. 

Nor yet alone to the Mothee of Samson, who held 
discourse, timid yet confiding, with the angel whose 
name is Wonderful. 

Nor yet alone to HAKiirAH, who dedicated her first- 
bom to that illustrious service of the Almighty which 
has linked the name of Samuel to all our brightest 
recollections of prophecy and priesthood. 

Nor yet alone to Deborah, who, as has been so 
beautifully said, in that era of her widowhood, rose in 
times of trouble like a morning star over the night of 
Israelis calamities; and at whose word the stars in 
their courses fought against Sisera. 

Nor yet alone to that unselfish and queenly Esther, 
who promptly risked station and life to shield her peo- 
ple and her race. 

Nor would we point attention and thought alone to 
BuiH, whose character is enshrined in the pastoral 
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record that bears her name, and that has handed down 
to ns her fortitude, her affection and her piety in a 
simple narrative more thrillingly fascinating than the 
most highly wrought scenes of fiction. Need we even 
allude, in passing, to that heroic and well remembered 
decision she exhibited in her sad but fearless reply to 
Naomi, when, in spite of the dangers of toil and ex- 
posure, of poverty and trial, of frowning and adverse 
prospects, she attested her filial piety in that strain of 
as lofty and impassioned eloquence as ever fell from 
human lips — " Entreat me not to leave thee, for whither 
thou goest I will go; where thou lodgest I will lodge: 
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: 
where thou diest will I die, and there will I be buried: 
the Lard do so to me, and more also, if aught but 
death part thee and me.^' 

Nor yet alone would 'we cite you to the history of 
Sabah, emphatically chief among the mothers of the 
Bible, the ancestress of Israel's hosts^ the wife of the 
patriarch of patriarchs, at whose tent the angels of 
the Lord sat down at meat, and who was indeed the 
most specially honored of God. 

Nor yet alone to the vestal prophetess, Mibiah, the 
sister of Moses and Aaron, who stands forth inferior to 
none in whatever makes a true woman memorable in 
action or suffering; who, in the afflictions of Egypt, in 
the triumph of the Red Sea, and in the perils of the 
wilderness, towers resplendent in her zeal and her de- 
votion. From the time that at the river's bank she 
watched her infant brother's ark, through that long 
journey where quails and manna mysteriously fed the 
wandering hosts and water poured from the flinty rock 
to assuage their thirst, till the hour that e^tombed her 
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in her sequestered grave, she proved herself a woman 
in all that is noble and pure and holy. And it was no 
unmeaning song of rejoicing that poured from her lips 
when, at the head of the Hebrew women, on the bank 
of the rapidly closing Red Sea, her clear, loud voice 
rang forth in notes of rejoicing and praise to God — 

* 'Sound the loud timbrel o*er Egypt^s dark sea, 
Jehovah has trlutnphed^hls people are free.** 

But the history of these and others that we might 
name, who, the inspired penmen felt, must be recorded 
to make their testimony perfect — such a record, taken 
in the aggregate, is a nobler testimony to woman, a 
worthier eulogy of her rank and h6nor, than she can 
find in the histories of thousands of earth's mightiest: 
—of Elizabeth, of Cleopatra, of Catherine, or Isabella. 
Such we do not cite for your emulation and imitation, 
but rather the record of those whom the Bible com- 
mends: who signalized their lives, not by bloody victo- 
ries on fields of carnage and of death, not by despdtic 
sway over a nation of millions, not by the meretri- 
cious churns of beauty, but by their zeal in doing 
good, in vindicating the true modesty and worth of 
woman's natural character, in pouring fixe oil of con- 
solation into the wounds of the afllicted, in whispering 
the words of sympathy in the ears of the heart-stricken. 

Such, too, is woman's noblest work! It is a duty 
that heavenly angels might not, nay do not, scorn to 
perform. It is that sphere in which your sex has 
gathered its most unfading laurels. It is the prompt- 
ing, too, of that warm and genial benevolence which, 
though in woman it is the instinct of her nature, we band 
together in lodges and societies to cultivate and enfiarce 
by precept and by law in the more stmle hearts of tht 
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sterner se;x. Nobly, right nobly, has she performed 
her mis[3i(^n. Poets have sung in glowing numbers of 
her constancy in hours of trial, of darkness and of 
peril; of her labors at the bedside of the sick and the 
afflicted; of her patient endurance of life's roughest 
lot when shared by him for whom she has given up all 
else this side of heaven. Wherever sorrow's cry is 
heard, wherever sickness lays its paralyzing hand, fol- 
low, ladies, the innate sympathies of your nature. 
Wherever the hardships of adversity fall the heaviest 
upon those about you, be it yours, as far as possible, to 
soften the blow. Wherever misery can be ameliorated, 
or keen anguish assuaged, remember that you are 
women; and, if further promptings to duty could be 
needed, remember the solemn obligation you have this 
night voluntarily taken, and write upon the tablet of 
your hearts that Golden Rule: " Whatsoever ye would 
that others should do unto you, do ye even so unto 
them." ^ ' 

While we shall expect the prompt and cheerful per- 
formance of these duties by those now affiliated with 
our Order as you are, we pledge to you duty in return. 
The benefits of our Order are not confined to our own 
brethren, nor indeed to our own sex. Look at that 
anguished, grief-stricken widow, as she returns from 
the drear solitude of the graveyard and the tomb to 
her desolate home. How lonely are its silent rooms! 
Every echo of her footsteps, -as she passes through 
them, reminds her of him whose welcome step no 
mortal ear shall ever listen to again. Every glance 
rests on some object which awakens memories of the 
past, and every thought turns back upon that loved one 
whose love was of her very life' a part. How dark and 



252 K^BEKAH t)£GH££. 

melancholy the prospect before her; — ^gloomy and sad 
as the heart within! Bereft of him to whom" she looked 
with such trusting confidence, she is to struggle with a 
desolate heart for that stinted and grudged pittance 
which is too oft the widow's recompense for her hours 
of cheerless toil. But no! the widow of the Odd-fel- 
low is preserved from such a gloomy lot. At that hour, 
when life to the bereaved one seems almost a burden, 
when it seems as if hope and happiness had both been 
entombed with the loved but departed one, when the 
future seems clouded in impenetrable gloom, when 
loneliness, sad and drear and dismal, seems the widow's 
lot, our Order comes like an angel of peace and throws 
across the gloomy prospect bright rays of light and 
happiness. It comes! and that bereaved widow feels 
that she has thrown around her a protecting cordon of 
warm hands and hearts, who will cherish her and hers 
for the sake of him whose love she cherishes beyond 
the grave. It comes! and she feels, or, if she does not, 
she may feel, that whenever the rough winds of adver- 
sity strive to smite her, she has a rock upon which she 
can lean with trusting confidence — ^ready, when needed, 
to open, as at the touch of Moses' rod, and afford com- 
fort and sustenance. And she finds at last, if prejudice 
has darkened her vision l^efore, that our Order is indeed 
a father to its fatherless; that 

We seek to dry the widow's gushing tears; 

We seek to calm the trembling orphan's fears; 

We seek to raise humanity above 

The Ills of life by ministries of love; 

And when the tale Is told, and man resigns his trust« 

We seek, in Friendship's name, to monument his dust. 

But we need not add more. We have alluded to some 
of the duties enjoined by Odd-fellowship. It is strange 
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in a cold, calculating world like ours, whert «o many 
walk through life with ears hermetically sealed against 
the calls of humanity, encased in a frozen garb that 
repalses all approach, petrifying what little heart and 
soul they own — we say it is odd to see a society like 
ours, banded together for the benevolent duties we bave 
bound ourselves to perform. Hence we are Odd-fel- 
lows. To-night you have entered with us into a closer 
bond than ev^r before — ^you have assumed a part of our 
obligations — ^you are become of us and with us. Learn 
then, in conclusion,'that to rectify, to correct this be- 
setting sin of selfishness is one of the highest aims and 
objects of our Order. It teaches us that there is but 
one family, the whole human race, and that we are 
sent here together — the rich and the poor, the haughty 
and the humble — ^not as cumberers of the earth, but as 
sharers of each other^s burdens. It teaches us that, 
wherever we hear the sigh of sorrow, the moan of the 
heart-broken, the appeal of the destitute, or the wail of 
the miserable, we should be quick in our ministrations 
of mercy, not passing by on the other side, but flying 
to relieve. It teaches us that we are sent here to labor 
for our fellow-men, for our age, for our country. That, 
when we shall have passed away into the stern realities 
of the hereafter, we may leave behind us a name 
honored and beloved for the good we have sought, even 
if ineflfectually, to accomplish^ — ^for the happiness we 
have striven to create, for the misery we have labored 
to ameliorate: — a history more valuable in the sight of 
Him above than that of chieftain, warrior or sage. 

Teaching such lessons within its walls — ^built on these 
immutable corner-stones, Friendship,Love and Truth — 
the mighty fabric of Odd-fellowship rears its stataly 
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ftjfm towards the skies; aud though the storms of oik 
position may heat around ita base, and the surges of 
prejudice strive to engulf it in the hillows that they 
hurl upon it, its stately and majestic form will still 
remain unharmed amid the contending tempests, and 
crumble into atoms only when the earth upon which it 
fitanda yields in the wreck of matter and the crash of 
worlds. There it will stand 

Ab noms tall clllf tbai lltlt Mr mlglit;^ form 
Swell! from tbe TAle, and midway leavei ths ttono; 
Ttion^ round Iti lire&st the rolling clouds ms^y »pr«adf 
Gtemal BiuLBtdne lettlea on ita b^ftd. 

Noble Grand (to the ladies) — You will now rise. 

Noble Grand — Having entered within our sacred 
circle, and assumed with us obligations likt* those we 
have spoken of, it now becomes my pleasurable duty in 
the closing ceremony of your initiation to confer on 
you the badge appropriate to this degree. It is a pink 
and green ribbon, emblematic, as you well know, of 
steadfast Friend^ihip and eternal Love, twistpd or inter- 
twined together like this; and this combination of 
colors may be thus worn whenever you see fit to do so, 
as a bow, a collar, a brace) et^ or on any part of the 
dress as a trimming. When you see such a combination 
you may prove the wearer as has been stated to you. 

Nohh Grand (to Conductor) — Tou will now preseut 
the ladies in turn, and by name. 

Aa e«;h lady U ^rC^PBted flb« tfIII advamee In front of tJiH >''oble Grand'i chair, 
ftnd bend forwaM so that he can Invest iifr ^rani^f ully wHh a badge op collar of 
pLalc and gi-eeii ribbon of atiout an Itich in wblth, a numbvrr of vblch tuuHt ba 
provided by ^a^eb ladgn for ihii purpotit;— kf'pc In the prlvAU; ireceptaclfi of tbti 
degree. book5, and neTcr ey posted eicept when eonferTlTijif this df^ree. Wlitix the 
loil£«l3«loaod each lady wHl divest beTBt']f uf thfn regq.Ua, nnd le»i-q k In (b« 
tad£«. The Koblc Oraud will confer tUc bjid^ nn eacti lady ee para tflly^ thus, — 
Btepplnff dawn from hU Eieat for th^t p^rpCMie: 

Noble Grand — Mrs. , receiv^e this collar as a 
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token of the Degree of Eebekah, to whicli, in the 
name and by the authority of the Independent Order ' 
of Odd-fellows, I now declare you admitted. Faithful 
to your own obligations, you will ever find us faithful 
to ours. Fail not — ^falter not — ^weary not in well-doing. 
NohU Grand-— 1 now declare this Degree Lodge closed 
in Friendship, Love and Truth. 



CHAPTER XIX. 

RSBBKAH, OB LaDISS' DeOBBB. 
CLOSING CEBB1C0KIE8. 

Noble Orand (to the lodge) — OflBcers and members: 
Oar business being concluded, you will please be stand- 
ing and assist in the performance of the closing cere- 
monies. [One rap, all rise]. 

OLOSIKG ODE. 

«ood nli^tl % trathfnl, kind •dlrai 

••Msy joy be frltb yon aU** 
yrto hare the toeltf bond renew. 

And love onr sacred hall. 

Oood nlffht ! Oar Order*f triple ehaln 

Keep erer itrong and bright. 
Bach erll act and thonfht restrain. 

Adieu! Goodnlthtt Goodnl^tJ 

Ncble Orand— Our Worthy Chaplain will please per^ 
form the duties of his office. 

The Chaplain praja. 

Noble Granrf— Warden, you will please declare this 
lodge closed in the Degree of Bebekah. 

Warden — ^By order of the Noble Grand I declare this 
lodge closed in the Degree of Bebekah. 

Noble (^rand— Officers and members, so be it. 

Members — ^So be it! 

Noble Orandr^omb rap). 
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ANALYSIS REBEKAH DEGREE. 

A Degree which Is Not a Degree— A ** Woman^s Degree** with Men in Ahiolate 
Control— An Organized Temptation— Motives for the Creation of This De- 
gree — The Order Confesses Itself a Olgantlc Swindle — How Protected from 
the Law— This only Another Degree in the False Religion— The EbnipFiAn 
Damsel— Asiatic Female Education— Women in the Ancient Dfanian Myster- 
ies at Ephesns— The Tortured Virgin of the Oracle of Delphi— These the Ac- 
knowledged Antecedents of Masonry and Odd-fellowship— Comparison of 
Modem and Ancient Female Lodges — The Acknowledged Real Design of the 
Earlier Women*s Degrees of Masonry — Boston Masonic Temple After a De- 
bauch— Every such Temple a House of Spiritual Corruption, at Least. 

It is difficult to analyze this degree without indigna- 
tion and disgust. It is a degree which is not a degree, 
but an excrescence. It inducts women into a secret or- 
der, intended and named only for men (see p. 236), and 
kept to its masculine gender from its origin to the year 
of grace 1851. It is a woman's degree, practiced in the 
night, in which men, known and unknown to the initi- 
ates, may be a majority of ten to one (see note, p. 236), 
while women, as before, are excluded from the Order it- 
self; and, while the degree itself is an organized tempta» 
tion, by its formal and flimsy guards against pollution 
it suggests the very evil against which it affects to 
guard. 

With the customary formalities of an oath, with hev 
right hand on the Bible (p. 244), the deluded woman is 
pledged to conceal — not, indeed, the sec*rets of Odd-fel- 
lowship, of which she is permitted to know nothing, 
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but to conceEd the secrets of her single degree; and she 
is solemnly enjoined to Bee that her husband is punctaal 
in paying his '^f^i^^s/ as her standing in this outside 
degree depends on his punctual payments within. fPp* 
236, 247 J 

The motives which caused the adoption of this de^ 
gree, stated by Mr. Colfax himself, are the following: 

] . '* It will tend to increase the resources of the Sub- 
ordinate Lodges," and ^^ to induce them (members) to 
progress upward iu the Order''; t\ e*, pay for more de- 
grees. 

% Save the trouble of ^* wives' and widows' cards " 

8. ^^ Lessen and ultimately destroy the prejudice felt 
against the Order hy many of the fairer sex/' which 
" prevents accessions of members." (Pp, 233, 234^) In 
a word, we shall get more money by iL 

This summary of selfish, money-making motives, re- 
member, is given by the inventor of the degree. They 
were the motives by which he carried it. And when 
we remember that the Grand Lodge statistics show that 
the Order receives three dollars in dues to one paid back 
in benefits-staking these avowed motives and this pub* 
lished practice together the Order must, on its own 
authority, be regarded as a gigantic swindle. And 
nothing but the wide reputation of Mr. Colfaz, and 
the success and popularity of the imposition, pre- 
vents its being handled by the law like mock-auctions, 
lotteries, and other swindling practices. And the ben* 
efits, such as they are, being paid indiscriminately to 
rich and poor, proves its perpetually repeated boast of 
beiDg " a minietry of love," *^ drying the widowsHears," 
etc. etc, to be bald hypocrisy and wicked pretense. 

All this in a world where, al^! corruption is so com- 
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mon, would not justify a national appeal against it, 
were not this secret order, like the others, a false relig- 
ion, as is shown abundantly in the Analyses of the Order 
proper. Even the poor Bebekah-ite, after being be- 
drabbled through her weak degree, is told that she is 
now ^^ mthin our QJLQRED cibclb," and receives a pink 
and green ribbon as an ^^ emblem of eternal lovb."(0 
(Seep. 254.) The Bible is quoted abundantly to make 
the farce solemn, and the most fulsome adulation of 
woman, merely as a sex, is poured into the ears of the 
initiate throughout the lecture of the degree. Who- 
ever reads and ponders the degree itself will see that its 
wicked and hateful nature is not and cannot be over- 
stated. 

The Philippian damsel who '^brought her masters much 
gain by soothsaying '^ (Acts 16: 16), is a type of the 
condition of women in all false religions, ancient and 
modem. 

A missionary of the A. B. C. F. M. informed the 
writer that no females were educated by the pagans in 
his part of Asia but a few brilliant and beautiful girls 
for the uses of the temple and companionship of the 
priests. Two thousand such were kept in the single 
Temple of Diana at Ephesus, which was 220 years in 
building, at the expense of all Asia Minor. The priests 
were pimps and panderers to the prostitution of these 
unfortunates, and gained untold wealth by renting their 
persons. The poor Pythian damsel at Delphi was placed 
upon a tripod over the exhilarating gas, when " she 
immediately began to swell and foam at the mouthi 
tearing her hair and cutting her flesh." Her masters 
took her ravings, while in this state, for oracles, and 
interpreted them for money. Such are some of the 
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Greek " Mysteries'* from wk:oh Masonic and Odd-fel- 
Jowship writers boast their oidars descended! And 
women in Freemasons' and Odd-fellows' side-lodges are 
as near the condition of women in the old lodges of 
paganism as a Christian country will allow. They are 
under " masters." Every lodge of females was finally 
obliged to be adopted by, and under the guardianship of, 
some regular Masonic lodge (Macket/s Lexicon, p. 22 J; 
and " a banquet and a ball/' says Clavel, " are insepara- 
ble from a lodge of adoption, and are, in fact, the^ real 
design of its organization." (Lexicon, p. 26.) I passed 
through the Masonic Temple, Boston, on the morning 
after such a pagan debauch, while the vast dining halls 
and unremoved tables were in the condition in which 
the night revel had left them. The Boston Journal, 
next morning, in four solid columns, informed its read- 
ers that there were women of Boston and vicinity who 
danced with strange men from all parts of the country 
until 4 o'clock in the morning, — their secret worships 
having closed at ten. Every such " temple,'* as were 
those of old, is a spiritual, and doubtless also i literal 
Srothel. 



CHAPTER XX. 



Retised Odd-fellotvship Illustrated. 

BECBETB or THE LOUGE^ ESCAMFMENT AOTJ EEBEKAH DEQEBES. 

Ill tbe Subordinate Lodg« the Bnteesign consists 
o£ one rap, or one pall at the bell if there be one^ at 
the outer door, and three raps at the inner door. 

THE COUi^TEBSIGH 

has three motions: First ^ with the thumb of the 

right hand in the 
palm thereof, 
place the four 
fingers perpen- 
dicularly across 
the mouth, the 
back of the hand 
outward. St^c- 
ondf place the 
last three fingers 
upon the thumb 
in the palm of 
the hand, the in- 
dex or fore fin- 
der being extended; carry it to the outer comer of the 
right eye, the back of the hand betog outward, forming 
a right angle with the nose. Thirtfjlet the hand drop 
toward the larround and open, palm outward, the thumb 
nearly parull^^l with the fingers and the hand about six 
inches from the body. 
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INITIATORY GKIP AND SIGN OF DISTSBSS. 




Signification — The first motion signifies silence, and 
reminds a brother that he must keep inviolate the 
secrets of the order. The second motion signifies 
omnisoiencey and reminds us that the all-seeing eye of 
God is continually watching over our actions. The 
third motion signifies fraternity, and reminds us that 
the hand of a brother should always be open to a 
brother of the Order. 

INITIATOBY GBIP. 

With the first two fingers 
of the right hand seize and 
link with the first two fin- 
gers of the brother's right 
hand; with the thumb (your 
own) touch each of the two 

fingers (your own) and thus form the link. No shaking 

hands in making the grip. 

SIGN OF DISTBESS. 

Place the open right hand palm downward on the top 
of the head, raise the hand upward about nine inches; 

drop the hand 
to the head; 
this do three 
times; the 
hand after be- 
ing placed on 
the head is to 
be raised and 
replaced o n 
the head three 
times; then 
drop the hand 
to the side. 
Answer — ex- 
tend the hands 




Sign of DistreBB, 



Answer. 



at arms length off from the sides and at right angles to 
the body, palms outward; pause a moment and drop the 
hands to tne side; l^is is not repeated. 
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Explanation — The Sign of Distress gives information 
to a brother at a distance that a brother of the Order is 
in want of assistance. The answer is given by a brother 
who shall observe and recognize the Sign and denotes a 
readiness to give the requisite assistance. When this 
Sign cannot be observed the brother in distress may use 
the words "^it;e car, Oye Heavens P^ which words must 
be pronounced in full and not the initials thereof. 

THB SIGN OF RECOGNITION. 

First — ^When a brother shall desire to be recognized 
as an Odd-fellow by a member of 
the Order, he shall grasp with his 
right hand the lapel of his coat, 
the hand being placed over the 
right nipple, the thumb extended 
upward. Second — An Odd-fellow 
^serving this Sign shall recognize 
atid answer the same by taking 
hold of the right lapel of his coat 
with his left hand, the same being 
al«u placed over the right nipple, 
til limb concealed beneath the coat 
Third — ^When the brother who 
made the Sign shall observe the 
Answer, answer he shall advance to the 
person making the answer and 
extend to him his right hand, which the person (if he 
be an Odd-fellow) shall accept and shake with his right 
hand and at the same time shall ask. Are you looking for 
me? when the other shall respond. For you. 

If either of the brothers should be at the time without 
a coat he shall place his hand on his person in the same 
position, the challenging brother with his fingers turned 
under, the brother answering with his thumb concealed 
in the palm of his hand. 

Voting Sign — The right hand uplifted. 

In the use of the gavel, one blow calls the lodge to order, or eeatfi it when 
Btundiug ; three blows call up the lodge. 




Sign of Recogni- 
tion. 
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DEGREE OF FRIENDSHIP. 

The Alarm at the inner door is three raps. 
The Password is QUIVER to be lettered at all times 
when used for working purposes, working into a lodge 
or in examination prior to opening. In communicating 
this word,either to the Inside Guardian or to the Warden 
the brother must give the letters Q-U-I, and if required 
by the Inside Guardian or Warden, he must give the re- 
mainder of the word V-E-R — lettered as before. The In- 
side Guardian and Warden must be satisfied. 



SIGN. DEGREE OF FRIENDSHIP. 

The Sign is made as follows— extend the 
fingers of the right hand; place the thumb 
inside of, and parallel with, the first fin- 
ger; carry the hand to the brow, with the 
thumb resting on the left temple; draw a 
line across the forehead (fingers touching) 
until the end of the thunu) reaches the 
right temple describing ^ bow, then drop 
the hand. 



ANSWER, DEGREE OF FRIEND- 
SHIP. 

Grasp the root of the left 
ear with the fore finger and 
thumb of the right hand, fin- 
gers below, thumb above the 
root of the ear. 

THE MEMENTO 

Is a bundle of sticks, to 
represent the strength of 
union; united cannot be 
broken; a single stick to rep- 
resent that separated each 
may be easily broken. 




Sign Degree of 
Friendsl 





Answer. 



McmcfiitG Degree 



k.. 



WABNINa SIGN^ SIGN OF 6iJlBTY,AND 6BIP. 
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WABNING SIGN. 



Close the fingers of each hand, with the 
thumb in front of the first finger; place 
each elbow by the side of the body; extend 
each arm and closed band horizontally. 




Warning Sign. 



SIGN OF SAFETY. 



The hands and arms being in the same 
position as in the Warning Sign, extend 
the index finger of the right hand, with 
which point to and just touch the second 
or knuckle joint of the thumb of the left 
hand. 

SIGN OF DANGEB. 

Elbows same as before de- 
scribed, place the wrist of the 
right hand on the second or 
knuckle joint of the thumb of 
Sign of Safety, the left hand; extend the index 
finger and point towards the ground. 

GBIP, DBGBBB OF FBIENDSHIP 

Form a link with 
the thumbs of the 
right hand; clasp ^| 
hands, enclosing it, 
^"P" (Link of thumbs.) 

Token— The rainbow. 






Sign of 
Danger. 
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Thb Passwoed 18 MOSES (M-O-S— ES), to be let> 
tered at all times when used for working purposes, la 
commamoating the Password give the letters M-O-S, 
and if reqxiired the remainder — E-S — lettered ae be- 
fore. 



SI6H. 

The right hand is placed across the left 
hand, palms touching; clasp the hands 
both by fingers and thumbs, thumhw 
meeting. The answer is the same as the 
sign. 



Sign 3d Degree. 

Token — The Token is Moses' Rod. 





GBIP. 

Clasp the right hands with 
the thumbs pressing the third 
or knuckle joint of the second 
linger. No shaking hands in 
making the Grip. 



Deqebb op Tkuth. 

Passwobd — The Password Is AARON to be lettered 
at all times when used for working purposes j w^orkini^ 
into a lodge or in examination prior to opening. In com- 
mimioatiug this word either to the Inside Guardian or 
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to the Warden the brother must give the letters A-A 
and if required by the Inside Guardian or Warden he 
must give the remainder of the word, R-O-N, lettered 
as before. The Inside Guardian and Warden must be 
satisfied. 



WOBKING SIGN, DEGBBB OF TBUTH. 

The sign is made as follows: Close the 
right hand except the index finger which 
is extended, thumb over fingers; press the 
centre of the forehead with the point of 
the index finger. 



4NSWEB. 

Place the open right hand over 
the mouth, the fingers to conform to the face 
looking the brother addressing earnestly in 
the face. 
Mcplanation. — Think before you speak. 



Answer. 
PBINOIPAL SIGN, DEGBEB OP TKUTH. 

Place the thumb of the right hand on 
the right nipple; using it as a pivot, make 
a span down with the little finger, then 
make a span across the breast with the 
forefinger. 




Working Sigu. 





Principal Sign. 



868 tetoh GRtp AiTD PATttUHcaAx cmicK siair. 




GRIP, DEOBSE OF TEUTH. 

Clasp the riglit hands; with 
the thumbs press hard on the 
third or knuckle joint of the 
third finger. No shaking hands 
in making the Grip. 



PATEIASCHAX DeGEEB. 

In the Encampment the Alarm at the inner door, or 
Entersign, is two rapa. 

Passtvoed or Pateiaecrai* Deqeeb, ADAM (A-D — 
A-M): to be divided at all times when used for working 
purposes when in an Encampment, or in examination 
prior to openingi in communicating the Password to 
Inside Sentinel or to the Junior Warden. 



CHECK SIGK, PATBiAECHAL DEGBSE. 




iRt Fetiet on. 



Sd FoitcJoti. 



Place the right hand, 
open^ on the left breast, 
thumb parallel with the 
fingers; withdraw the 
hand and extend it near- 
ly to a line off firom the 
side, palm outward and 
the thumb parallel with 
the fingers; let the arm 
drop to the aide. The 
Answer is the same with 
the left hand. 
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SIGN, PATRIARCHAL DEGREE. 



Place the fingers of the right hand in 
and across the left hand, palm upward; 
grasp the fingers of the right hand with 
the last three fingers of the left hand; 
elevate the two thumbs and the index 
finger of the left hand so as to form three 
pillars. The Answer is the same as the* 
Sign. 



GRIP, PATRIARCHAL DEGREE. 

Grasp the fingers of the 
Patriarch's right hand with 
your right hand; press the 
same with the thumb, 
which must be across the fingers below the knuckle 
joint. No shaking hands in making the Grip. 

Golden Rule Degree. 

The Alarm at the inner door is two raps. 

The Password is A. M., to be lettered at all times 
when used for working purposes, whether in an En- 
campment or in examination prior to opening. The 
Explanation of the Password is Gold a Metal, given 
in full, but not used for working purposes. 

The Check Sign and Answer are made the same as 
in the Patriarchal Degree. 
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SIGN AND GEIP, GOLDBN BULE DBGBKB. 




Sign of Goldeu 
Rule Degree. 



SIGN, GOLDENf BULE DEGBEE. 

Press the elbow of the right arm to the 
side, close the right hand, thumb over 
fingers; extend the index finger; when 
extended raise the arm from the elbow in 
a perpendicular direction; drop the arm 
in front, the index finger pointing to the 
ground. The Answer is the same as the 
Sign. 



GBIP, GOLDEN BULE DEGBEE. 

With the index finger of the right hand form a link 

at the second joint, and with 
the ball of the thumb press 
the back of the index finger 
of the Patriarch forming the 

link with you, between the knuckle and second joint. 

No shaking hands in making the Grip, 




Royal Pueple Degeee. 

In this degree there is an Alarm at the inner door, or 
Entersign, a Password, an Explanation of the Password, 
and Interpretation of the Password, a Check Sign and 
Answer to the Check Sign and a Grip. 

The Alabm at the inner door is two raps. 
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Ths Passwobd is M. K., to be lettered at all times 
when used for working purposes; working into an En- 
campment or in examination prior to opening. In com- 
municating this password either to the Inside Sentinel 
or Junior Warden, the Patriarch must give the letter M, 
and if required by the Inside Sentinel or Junior Warden 
he must give the remaining letter K. The Inside Sen- 
tinel and Junior Warden must be satisfied. The Ex- 
planation of the Password is K. S. The Interpretation 
is Melchizedek, King of Salem, both given in full, but 
not used for working purposes. 

The Check Sign and Answer are made the same as in 
the former Encampment degrees. 



SIGN, BOYAL FUBFLE DEGBEE. 

Conceal the last two fingers of the right 
hand in the palm thereof; place the first two 
fingers and thumb together, ends touching, 
and with them trace a line from the leftside 
of the brow to the centre of the forehead; 
then drop the hand to the side. 

Answer. — With the left hand arranged as 
in Sign, trace a similar line from the right 
side of the brow to the centre of the fore- 
head, then drop the hand to the side. 




Sign of Koyal 
Purple Degree. 



GBIP, BOYAL PUBPLB DEGBBE. 

Each Patriarch will grasp 
the index finger of the oth- 
er's right hand, with the 
ball of the thumb across the 
knuckle joint on the back of 
the hand« No shaking hands in making the Grip. 
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1st. The Permakekt Passwoed. — 
Miriam, 

2d. The Test oa Trial Siok for 
A Sister. — Close the thumb and little 
finger of right hand and place the 
three open fingers, spread ouf^ on any- 
thing except your own person. 



BlAtcn' Tri^ BlgD. 



ftd. The ComrTBEsiGH ob Bbothee's 

/i Ns WEE,— Close all but index finger of 
■'; bt handover thumb; raise hand and 
JT t ball of index finger on side of nose, 
aoont an inch above the end. fThis is 
also the salute to the "' Chair " given by 
fcoth brothers and sisters on entering a 
lodge of this degree. Brothers recognize 
each other in this degree by the same 
sign, bat it is seldom nsed for that pur- 
poee-J 
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The Complete Ritual 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH AND INTRODUCTION 
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This Ritaal, and the Forms and Ceremonies annexed, etc., for the 
BsGBXB OF Patbiabchs Miutaht, L O. O. Fm was adopted by a ananimooB 
vote of the Sovereign Qrand Lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
at the city of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, on the 84th day of Septem- 
ber, 188K, and of the Order the Bixty-seventh year. 

Qfflcen cf the Sovereign Grand Lodge, 

HBNBTF.OABBT,.. Grand Sire. Riv. J. W. VBNABLE.. O.Chaplin. 

JOHN H, WHITB,.. .Dep. Q. Sire. JOHN T. JAKBS Q. Marshal. 

THBO. A. BOSS O. Secretary. J. B. HAB WBLL a. Guardian. 

ISAAC A. SHBPPABD..O. Treas. B, H. WHITNBY G.Me8Benger. 

ALLBN JBNCKBS. . Ass't G. Sec. 



OUVBB J. 8BMMBS. Alabama. 

WM.H. HOMBB '* 

M. T. HBBZOQ Arizona. 

SAM*L.W. MALLOBY.Arkansas. 
W A. JBTT ** 

JOHN N. B. 'wiLSON.'.Califomia. 

H.T.DOBBANCB 

ALBBBT B. GIPSON.. Colorado. 

CHAS. B.WALDO 

WM. H. 8TBVBNS0N Connecticut 
LUCIUS P. DBMING.. 

A. B. CLOUGH.-. Dakota. 

BALPHB.BRIGGS... " 

B. W. COOPER Delaware 

JNO. J. GALLAGHBR. 

J. THOMAS PBTTY..DiBt. Colum. 
M.D. BRAIN ARD... 
CHAS.C. PBARCB.. Florida. 
CHAS. H. DOBSBTT.Georgia. 
JOHN B. GOODWIN. 
MONTIB B. GWINN. Idaho. 
AUG. W. BBBGGRBN.minois. 
ALP. ORBNDORFP. ... »» 

H.M0COT Indiana. 

S.P. OYLBB 

J. VAN V ALKB NBURG.Iowa. 

GBORGB WHIPPLE " 

CHAS. H. ERBBS Kansas. 

ISAACSHARP " 

J. C. UNDERWOOD... .Kentucky. 

WM. W.MORRIS 

JACOB HOTH Louisiana. 

ROBBBT HOCKTN. . L. P., B.N.A. 
ANDRE GUSHING... " " 
BDW. W. CONANT. ..Maine 
J. H. CROCKETT..., »• 

C. D. ANDBBSON. . .Manitoba. 

WM. H. RUBY Maryland. 

JOHN M. JONES.... *' 
HENRY K. BRALBY.Mass. 
SAMUEL COCHRAN *' 
LAW. N. BURKE. . .Michigan. 
HARRISON BOULB. '* 

C. C. HURD Minnesota. 

WALTER G. DYE.. 

ISAAC T. BART. . . .MisBissippL 



qf Qrand Lodge. 

G. W. TRIMBLE Mississippi. 

HBNRY CADLB Missonrl. 

CHAS.D. LUCAS " 

ISAAC MARKS Montana. 

W. H. CURTIS Nebraska. 

J. T.HBDRICK 

GEO. HBNNING Nevada. 

A.M.MCCABB 

JA8. W. ODLIN N. Hamp're. 

L.F. McKINNEY 

WM. H ISZARD N. Jersey. 

JAS.S.KIGEE 

JNO. W. STEBBINS. . . .New York. 

GEO.W.DILKS 

JNO. E. WOODABD. . ..N. Carolina. 

J.P.PAYNE .. 

E.K. WILCOX Ohio. 

HENBYC. HEDGES.... ** 

CL. T. CAMPBELL Ontario. 

JAMES WOODYATT... " 
W. T. WILLIAMSON. . .Oregon. 

T.O.BARKER *^ 

FRANCIS M. RE A Pennsylvania. 

SAM'L. F. GWINNBR. . 

H. A. JACKSON Quebec. 

GILB. F. BOBBINS Rhode Island 

LBSTBBS.HILL 

JOHN HEESEM ANN... S. Carolina. 
RUDOLPH WEBER. . . . Switzerland. 

GEO. B. BOYLBS Tennessee. 

WM, A. BARRY " 

W. K. MAKEMSON Texas. 

C R. GIBSON " 

GEO ARBOG AST Utah. 

WM. W. HEN BY Vermont. 

H.M.CUBRIER " 

JAS. B. BHSlNKS Virginia. 

MARION COLBERT.... 

JOHN M. SWAN Washington. 

W.G.ALBAN 

J.T.HOKE W.Virginia. 

PHINEASGANO 

JOHN G. CLARK Wisconsin. 

VANS. BENNETT 

W. L. KUYKENDALL. . .Wyoming. 
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BepreserUatives of 

WM. A. SHIELDS. . . . Alabama. 
J. B. FRIEDHEIM... Arkansas. 
CHAS. H. RANDALL. CaUfomla. 
L.L.ALEXANDER... ** 

A.J. WOODBURY Colorado . 

HIRAM FRANCIS. . . Connecticnt 

O. WOODHOUSE 

ZINA RICHEY Dakota. 

EDWIN HIRST Delaware . 

OLIVER DUPOUR.. .Dist. Colum 

L. M. MERRITT Florida. 

CHAS. A . ROBBE .... Georgia. 
WALTER E. CARLIN.Hlinois. 
WM. SCHUCHERT,... 

ED. S. PORTER Indiana. 

W.H.JACKS " 

HERMAN BLOCK. . . . Iowa. 

JAS.K.POWERS " 

S. H. KBLSEY Kansas. 

C. C. FURLEY 

WM. REINECKE Kentncky. 

T.J. ATKINS 

JOSEPH VOBGTLE...Loni8iana. 

HENRY P. COX Maine. 

CHAS. H. FRENCH... " 
JOSEPH THOMPSON.. Maryland. 
JOHNE. McCAHAN... 
C. N. ALEXANDER... Mass. 
JOHNU. PERKINS... " 
SIMEON S. FRENCH.. Michigan. 
ALFRED MILNES .... 

ED. A. STEVENS Minnesota 

THOMAS RILEY, 



Orand Eneampmenttt^ 

W. J. BRADSHAW Mississippi. 

A. J. BLACKFORD MiBBoiuri. 

C. P. VOGEL 

JACOB LOBB, Montana. 

ED. G. RYLEY Nebraska. 

R. R. BIGELOW, Nevada. 

JOHNGILLIS N. Hamp*re. 

JDHNH. ALBIN 

LEWIS PARKER, New Jersey. 

AARON B . CRANE, .... 

ENOCH JACOBS New York. 

WM. I.CORNWELL... 

CHAS. M. BUSBEE N.Carolina. 

J B SHERIDAN Ohio. 

JNO. N. Van DEMAN.. . " 

JOSEPH OLIVER Ontario. 

FRANCISRAE »» 

J . P . B ACKENSTO, Oregon . 

M. R. MUCKLE Pennsyrna. 

ALFRED SLACK 

LIND ANDERSON Rhode Is' d. 

WM. S JOHNSON, 

A. G. MAGRATH, Jb,....S Carolina. 

MARCUS JONES Tennejisee . 

FRED CARLBTON, ...... .Texas . 

LEO. J. RETTING, Vermont. 

A. L. HILL Virginia. 

J. T. BROWN Washing'n 

JACOB MORRIS W. Virgin. 

P. Van VECHTEN, Jb.,.. Wisconsin. 

CHAS. L. DERING 

LOUIS MILLER, Wyoming. 



Past Orcmd Sires cf the Sovereign Orand Lodge. 



JAS. B. NICHOLSON.. Penns'va. 
JA8 P. SANDERS ..New York 
MILTON J. DURHAM.. Kentucky 



JOHN W. STOKES.... Pennsylv'nia. 
ERIE J. LEECH Iowa 



COMMITTEE ON REVISION. 
JoKN H. Albln, p. G. M., New Hampshire. 
Jko. C. Underwood, P. G. M., Kentucky. 
Edward A, Stevens, P, G* M,, Minnesota. 



(Grand Rep. Underwood, having been elected Lieutenant-General, re- 
signed from the committee, and the vacancy was filled by the appointment 
oxJohn U. Perkins, Grand Rep., of Massachnsetts.) 

NEW COMMITTEE. 
John H. Albin, P, G. M., New Hampshire. 
John U. Perkins, P. G. M,, Massachusetts. 
Edward A, Stevens, P. G. M., Minnesota* 



RESOLDTION RAISING COMMimE OF REVISION. ETC. 



Rep. Albin, of New Hampshire, from the Committee 
on the Patriarchal Branch of the Order, made the follow- 
ing report, which was adopted. 

To the Sovereign Grand Lodge of J^he Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows : 

Your committee, to whom was referred the resolution 
of Rep. Furley, of Kansas, relating to additional legisla- 
tion for the government of Uniformed Degree Camps, 
and also that changes be made in the secret working of 
the degree, so that the same may be made more effec- 
tive and interesting to the candidate, beg leave to report 
that a large number of memorials, petitions, and resolu- 
tions, coming from very many jurisdictions, have been 
presented at this session and referred to your committee, 
relating in various ways to legislation for the degree, 
as well as for the government of the Camps themselves, 
thereby showing an imperative demand for a degree and 
the necessary legislation for the government and the 
successful working of the various Camps instituted in 
accordance therewith, that shall meet with the demands 
and necessities of the fraternity at large. 

The session of this Grand Lodge is too short, and the 
work committed to its committee is too large, to enable 
us to give so important a matter the careful considera- 
tion and attention that it deserves, either at this or any 
other session. 

We believe that, in order to make the degree what 
it should be, and to give it that position and importance 
by way of legislation for its government, which the large 
membership demands, the whole subject-matter should 
be referred to a committee of three, with instructions to 
Meertain what the demands of the fraternity require, as 
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thoroughly a a they may be able^ and that they be clothed 
with the fullest power to make such changes and altera- 
tions in the ritual, and frame such legislation as may be 
necessary for tlie successful working and government of 
the Tin i formed Degree, and report tbe eame for the con- 
sideration of this Grand Lodge at its next seesion^ there- 
for e^ 

Me&olvfAl^ That a committee of three be appointed by 
the Grand Sire; with instructions to give the Uniformed 
Degree J and all of the legislation heretofore adopted in 
relation thereto, careful consideration, aBcertain what 
changes, revisions^ alterations, amendments, and legisla^ 
tion may be necessary in order to make the degree as 
satisfactory and effective as possible, and report the same 
at the next session of this Grand Body for its considera- 
tion. 

Respectfully submitted j 

J. e. ALBIN, n- T. nOHRAKC^, FRANCIS JEWETT» 

A, J, WOODBURY, H. O. HEICHERT. M, COLBBHT, 

JOHlSf HEESEMANN. ISAAC R CLARK. 

The Chair named as tbe committee: 

Reps. Albin, of Kew Hampshire , Underwood, of 
Kentucky; Stevens, of Minnesota- 

(Proceedings of the Sov. Grand Lodge , I. 0, O* F., 
session at Minneapolis, Minn., September 1884. Jourfmly 
%*l*i%^ 9813.) 



THE PATRIARCHS MIUTANT DEGREE. 

HiSTOBICXL JLND InTEODUCTOBT. 



This is a new degree in Odd-fellowship. It is an im- 
portant event, at least to the five or- six hundred thou- 
sand Odd-fellows; and to all thoughtful Americans who 
concern themselves about the destiny of the United 
States and that of the world as affected by our destiny. 

I propose to consider: '1st. The History. 2nd, Mo- 
tives. 3rd. Nature^ and J^th, Helations of this degree. 

The history of Odd-fellowship as given in "Revised 
Odd-fellowship Illustrated* Chapter I, (from Standard 
writers; particularly from Grosh) with the ritual, now 
used in many Odd-fellow lodges, and the accompanying 
notes from their highest standard authorities put the 
whole system of Odd-fellowship; its origin, nature and 
history, under a shower of sunbeams. 

The order thus (Revised Odd-fellowship pp. 21-30,) 
appears to have sprung up from old English clubs of 
immemorial usage, such as still exist in the back streets 
and blind alleys of London. There amid beer-mugs, on 
dirty dealboard tables, the poorer class of mechanics, 

^Several months before the Lodges and Encampments of the Order had 
received their ^^OTiargeBooks^' from the Sovereign Grand Lodge, the publisher 
Bzra A. Cook had made a contract for copies of the Charge Books with the 
^'unwritten work'' added, so Lodges and Encampments instead of paying 
the Sovereign Grand Lodge $-^.50 for the Lodge and $2.50 for the Encamp- 
ment RitnaT without the "unwritten" or Secret Work in, now get the exact 
ritual copied from the Charge JiuokB, with the unwritten work added and 
Uloetrated for 50 cents in paper or $1.00 in cloth binding. < 
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and their wives, even with babes at their bosom».' (I 
have seen them) sit and drink, and listen to such songs 
as 

In comes the Jolly blacksmith, the prince of good fellows; 
He standH at the anvil while his man blows the bellows. 

From this low origin has sprung the whole secret 
lodge system. Witness the four old masonic lodges in 
four little Inns in London viz: "2%e Goose and Crrid- 
iroriy ^^Crovm and Anchor ;^^ "Rummer and Grapes;" 
and ''Appletree Tavern" in 1 71 7. These four formed 
the first Grand Lodge. Satan, "the god of this world," 
kindles the fires of* false religion at the bottom of the 
human grate. Ninety five years after these low Inn 
Clubs formed the first devil worshiping Grand Lodge in 
London, the same sort of drinking-clubs formed the first 
Odd-fellows Lodge in Manchester, England. The name 
they chose. Odd-fellows, shows their vulgar and rowdy 
origin. This was in 1812; only seven years later, (1819) 
Thos. Wildey, inoculated the United States, with this 
religious epidemic, in a Baltimore tavern and it spread 
like small pox. Wildey's substitute for Christianity 
was "to improve and elevate the character of man." 
(Gfrosh^s Man, p. Sly) by making able bodied white men, 
above 21 years of age ^^ Odd-fellows'^^ stealing from the 
Bible, but omitting Christ; while believing in a "Supreme 
Being."-( White's Dig. p. ^8,) 

FIBST: — HISTOBY OF THIS DEGBEB. 

A few years since, as Odd-fellowship was getting 
familiar and stale, observing that the war had made the - 
false "Grand Army," and Knights Templar popular; 
some Odd-fellows invented a Uniformed Odd-fellowship 
which they called The Patriarchal Oircle^^ and initiated 
some who were not Odd-fellows. The thing took and 
the Circle set up for independence of the Sovereign 
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Grand Lodge This Circle charged $30 for its charters 
andtlO^for four copies of its ritual and was doing a 
thriving business, which, of course, cut into the revenues 
of the Odd-fellows, and war at once arose between the 
Sovereign Grand Lodge and the "Supreme Temple." 

Some Encampment Odd-fellows, in the "Patriarchal" 
degree of which system the candidate represents Isaac 
and his attempted sacrifice by Abraham on Mount 
Moriah, met in Wisconsin to contrive a Uniform like 
the Knights Templar. Learning that some Rhode Island 
and New Hampshire Patriarchs had already invented 
one, they sent for and adopted it; this was in 1868. 
Two Grand Sires of the Odd-fellows forbid, by proclama- 
tion, wearing that uniform. Grand Sire Stuart went 
to Providence to abolish the uniform. The Grand 
Patriarch and Scribe of Rhode Island, met the Grand 
Sire of the Lodge of the World at a tavern, doubtless 
took something to drink; and got him into an open 
carriage and the Patriarchs, with the brave uniform 
which he had forbidden them to wear, marched before 
him through the City and back to his Hotel. "Well" 
boys said Grand Sire Stuart, "it is fine, but you must 
not do it." Seeing the cap, plume and gauntlets were 
to be the rage, and the Circle would beat the Grand 
Lodge, Odd-fellows, who were also in the Patriarchal 
Circle, attempted to merge the Circle in this new degree 
which the Odd-fellows were getting up, called "The 
Patriarchs Militant," to swallow up the "Supreme 
Temple" of the Circle in the Sovereign Grand Lodge of 
the Odd-fellows. This attempt to merge the Circle in 
the lodge was made at a special session of the Supreme 
Temple in Chicago, November 1885. It was defeated 
by Ayes, 25; Noes, 37; — So the Sovereign Grand Lodge 
and Supreme Temple are still (1886) running head and 
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bead. The Supreme Temple m^eU this year (July 14th, 
1886) in Grand Rapitls, Michigan, and though some- 
T¥hat depleted by secessions to the Odd-t'ellows Grand 
Lodge, boast that but one in fifteen of the young men 
of America, are yet drawn into these lodges, and they 
are confident their swindle is to succeed* 

Thus this degree of Patriarchs Militant is a fly-trap 
degree, to catch and bring back Odd-fellows who have 
wandered into the Patriarchal Circle- 

This military degree was completed and its gnna 
mounted against the Patriarchal Circle by the Sovereign 
Grand Lodge at its meeting in Baltimore, September 
1885. This was *Hhe principal business" of the session 
and this is from the report adopted: 

"special committee on PATBIAECilAL ORDER. 

*'Thci principal bu^iucea licfore this committee vae t^e r^Tieton of tlit 
t?nlform Dtgiue Riimil, Thn report which was ndoptcd provides for i 
Tnllitury Rystem^ aomc thing similar tq the nnny regnlAClons. The name ^t 
the n^greo ib chuDi^ud to *'PntriarchB Militant,^'' and the name of Caotou 
Enbetitiited for Uuirortn Cumpt as a nntt of ori^^anlzatlon^ The Grand Slro it 
ex-oIDclo Com mjindcr-ln -chief, a Lie d tenant-General who Ib tho nctWa Com- 
tnaoder of the forces, a CEiptnln-Qeneral, a Majnr-Gener^li a BrlgadlcTi a 
Colon cli a Llcutonant-Coloneit a Major^ a Captain, a Lieutenant, ao Enfiign- 
These constitute the ccJEmnlHelonert olRccrfe. 

*^Thd Eion-cemmLBsioned offlcera are ti Sergeant-Major, n QaartermaBter- 
Eergennt, a Commieeary -Sergeaatj a Color-Sergeaitt, an Kquipment-Sergcant, 
a Bo iftpitu) -Serge ant, a Tmmpetcrj a Standard Bearer^ a special aid ta thu 
Xleateniint'Gencral, witli the rank of Lleutenant-Coionel for each State or 
territorial depmrtTnetit. 

"There art? to be Can ton b and Grand CantouSi and the Sovereign Grand 
Lodge id tbe Supreme Canton, from ^^hich all anthoritf emanates. Members 
are to be at^dressed aa ChevalierB. WarYsnts and outflts are to be provided 
by tho Sovereign Grand Lodge, An outfit ia cem posed of 3 Degree BookB^ 
proclamation, mllitJirj blanks, etc., at n coat of £i20. The flame outfit bow- 
cvtf Is lo be funnishcd bo dieti already organized, who have attained tbe Kojal 
Purple Degree and who desire to bo merged Into a Can ton of Patriarch a Mill- 
tatit, at actual cosU S12.U0. 

"A banner, 3& inches wida by 54 Inches long, of scotlot ellk, trimmed with 
gold ijuLe fringt: and taBscili*, A flag, -10 1 neb c a widt by m hidhes long, com- 
posed o£ three vertical mrJpes— purple, white acd acarieti with gnldouB^Hx^ 
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inchee, half white and half scarlet, were adopted. Also, a Jewel composed 
of the escatcheon shields of the banner. 

••The uniform is a full dress coat, nndress, a black broad cloth military 
sacque, white Test, black cloth pants. The Ghapeau the same as now used, 
except that two white and one pnrple feather are used. Shoulder knots are 
worn. The baldric is changed and is worn by all Officers and Cheyaliers over 
the left shoulder and under the right arm, so that the pouch or dispatch box 
will be above the belt. The pouch is made of patent leather, with gilt ends 
and binding, and have a raised gilt crown enclosed on cover, with appropriate 
buckles and ornaments. The belt of Russia leather, and the sword the same 
as now in use. 

"The report is very lengthy, too much so to be presented in full in this 
number. The ritual and laws governing the Degree will be issued as soon 
as they can be printed, and will at once go into effect. 

"John CS. Underwood, of Kentucky, was elected Lieutenant-General. The 
adoption of the new Degree is not compulsory.^' 

This is the official report on this degree, adopted by 
the Sovereign Grand Lodge, and published in Tte 
Companion and American Odd-fellow, Columbus, Ohio, 
October 1885. 

Mormons, Knights Templar, Grand Army of' the 
Republic, Armed Secret Socialists and Dynamiters, The 
Patriarchal Circle; and now this Patriarchs degree, rest- 
ing on half a million of Odd-fellows, are turning these 
United States into a nation of Secret Guerrilla bands, 
armed and drilling nightly, sworn to obey orders and 
waiting for something to do! And while this writing 
proceeds, news comes of a new Secret Order of "Minute 
Men," started by a preacher, Edmonston of Sedalia, Mo., 
professedly to swear the friends of "law and order" in 
the United States, to aid in suppressing "Strikes and 
Boycotts"by armed secrecy, oaths, signs and grips, and, in 
a few weeks this new secret order reports seventeen thou- 
sand members. As the daily papers inform us that large 
numbers of Knights of Labor, Freemasons and Odd- 
fellows have joined this new order and as it is given out 
that the order proposes to investigate the causes of strikes 
and boycotts, and oppose them if they are unwarranted, 
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there is no reasonable doubt but the real purpose is to 
organize an armed force to sustain Strikes and Boycotts, 
while professing their object to be to regulate them. 
Another secret order against Strikes is just started in 
Chicago, called " ConservaUyrB of Order ^^^ to concentrate 
and aid in suppressing laborers' strikes wherever they 
may occur. Of course they must be armed. 

Now these secret "law and order" bands, the Sovereign 
Grand Lodge of Odd-fellows included, exist in violation 
of the laws, which forbid bands of men to uniform, drill 
and parade, unless they belong to our open, organized 
Militia, and when their work is completed, "law and 
order" are at an end. Is not this Military outburst the 
flaming sword which spanned the heavens of the Hebrew 
Conmionwealth before it fell? We have only to 
suppose some miscount in a Presidcntal Election; some 
Mormon outbreak and secret league with a political 
party such as Joe Smith attempted, and partly accom- 
plished with Stephen A. Douglas, or some spark from 
the laborer's anvil, to ignite these magazines of political 
and military dynamite, and we shall have a war of 
internal factions, such as made the blood run ankle deep 
from the principal gate of Jerusalem; and such as kept 
the French guilotine wet, and the rivers of France red in 
the reign of terror under Robespierre, Couthon and St. 
Just. 

Not counting Christians outside; if American church 
members, or one half of them, can be enlightened and 
brought to "vote as they pray," for God, the Sabbath and 
the Bible; impenitent and ungodly men cannot and will- 
not rule this Country: — Oaths will again become sacred 
and jurors honest. Our Presidental Campaigns will be- 
come, like the campaign of John Knox in Scotland, 
which overturned Popery without shedding a drop of 
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blood. " Liquor will be prohibited; not licensed; the 
earth will open her mouth and swallow up this flood of 
darkness and crime which now issues from the mouth 
of the dragon and the promised and predicted reign of 
Peace, (not war) will come, 

second: — THE MOTIVES. 

The prime motive of this new Odd-fellows degree, as 
seen above, is to win back its military wanderers by 
adopting cap, plume and gauntlets; and so out-strip and 
swallow up the Patriarchal Circle. But swindlers, like 
conquerors, must go on; and secretists are swindlers. 
There must be new degrees to get more money: — To 
prevent disgust by familiarity with the old degrees: — 
To diminish the number at the top who divide and share 
the funds and to amuse and bewilder those half sincere 
souls who float in the "troubled sea" of imposture, by a 
perpetual mirage of new inventions. So was it in France. 
So is it here. 

third: — ITS NATURE. 

The Patriarchal Degree scares its candidate by making 
believe to sacrifice him, as Isaac. The Pariarchs Militant 
play mustering in the candidates to fight Chedorlaomer 
and rescue Lot, Abraham's Nephew. This perpetual 
borrowing from the Bible, a trick practiced by the devil 
before Christ; has the double effect of giving seeming 
sanctity to the lodge, while it weakens faith in the Scrip- 
tures. The scene is the Plain of Mamre; the members 
Abraham's "trained servants:" — the moral to intimidate 
traitors to Odd-fellowship; and the whole drama to 
substitute lying legends for divine truth; to sanctify' 
fraud; to seize on the popular taste for military music. 
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marching and parade; and keep the multitude from com- 
ing to Christ by consuming their time apd means in the 
service of the Devil. 

fourth: — ITS RELATIONS 

It is allied to the whole dark family of Spiritual an- 
togonisms to God and goodness. In it are the elements 
of Mesmerism, Charming, Spirit Worship, Sorcery, Ani- 
mal Magnetism, Lodgery and every force, natural, spirit- 
ual and social; by which Satan finds access through the 
animal passions, to confuse the understanding, weaken 
the conscience and enslave the human will. As planets, 
approaching the sun, gain light, heat, expansion and 
life; so the soul of man gains elevation, growth and 
goodness in worshiping God. This coming to God, by 
worship through Christ, but for the fall, was our normal 
condition; forever to drink in glory, growth and good- 
ness from God, as flowers get strength, colors and frar 
grance by opening to tjie sun. Satan^s object is to stop 
that process by by substituting something else; for wor- 
ship, wonder; for joy, giddiness; for the Holy Spirit, 
himself. And thus every lodge, mesmeric or Spirit 
, circle; every dance of dervishes, shakers, Bondoo or 
Purrow in Africa, or among our own Indians, is a devil's 
waltz, in which the head swims, the brain reels, con- 
science slumbers; mind grows weak and the passions 
strong. Worship is the mightest effort of mind. To 
know God in Christ, is "life eternal." Worship, with- 
out Christ, is to winder from the way of understanding 
and remain in the congregation of the dead. To open 
one's house to thieves is harmless, to opening one's wor- 
ship to devils. Look in the faces of a crowd coming 
out of a mormon temple, a masonic hall, a spirit dance 
or a brotliel, and you are struck with the same weird 
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mesmeric expression in them all. They all worship 
devils. I have seen mediums and false prophets who 
could pass into the cataleptic state at will; and in that 
state exhibit tokens of super-human and supernatural 
power. 

Dr. Samuel Collins, told me he had seen snakes, in his 
father's pasture in Indiana, crawl up upon stumps and 
charm birds on summer afternoons. It is said that 
charmed creatures, men or animals, see beautiful rain- 
bow colors which entrance them and experience strange- 
ly delicious sensations, which enslave their wills, as 
liquor enslaves drunkards. 

The newspapers, once in a while, give an uncontradict- 
ed account of a girl pining away, who went daily to a 
jungle and sat down on a rock, from which an adder 
crawled and coiled himself upon her lap, whose eyes 
held hers in a fixed gaze till the spell was over. Her 
father watched his child, shot the snake, and the girl 
recovered. 

Bev. J.H. Baird also who had taken seventeen degrees, 
addressing our Pittsburgh Convention (1868) said; "You 
ask: "why did you go on to seventeen degrees of such 
stufiE after you knew what it was? I answer, we go on 
in those degrees, as a charmed frog goes into a snake's 
mouth!" The story of his escape on the night of a re- 
vival, was thrilling in the extreme. An otherwise 
respectable neighbor, in Wheaton, Illinois, has said he 
was never conscious of such full and perfect satisfaction 
and delight as while going through with the masonic 
ritual in a lodge at night. Yet, to some outsiders, 
nothing seems more loathsome and disgusting. But we 
need not particularize. The inspired writers from Moses 
to Paul, nay from Genesis to the Apocalypse, set before 
us legions of devils who tempted Christ, entered Judas, 
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sifted Peter, possessed demoniacs, helped sorcerers and 
wrought miracles to "deceive the Kings of the Earth and 
the whole worldP 

This is New Testament teaching, while in the Old, 
the same fallen spirits everywhere appear, receiving the 
worship of Gentile nations, withstanding God's Prophets, 
overturning dynasties; instituting false religions with- 
out law, gospel or mediator, and in their chosen charac- 
ter of "unclean spirits," setting-up temples to impurity 
and divorcing so^ls from the true bridegroom Christ, 
who is the source and fountain of moral goodness, and 
enslaving those to 

*'God8 partial, changefnl, passionate, nnjnst, 
Whose attributes, were rage, revenge and lust/* 

Such is the family to which this new Patriarchs degree 
of Odd-fellowship belongs. Does any believer of the 
the Bible suppose these evil spirits are less active now 
than formerly? Now that -their time is short, and as 
we prove by reductio ad dbsurdum that the shortest 
line is straight, because between two points there can be 
no other; so we know that devils run these lodges, be- 
cause, within the scope of finite intelligence, or the 
revelation of the infinite mind to ours, there is no 
order or class of creatures who ever did or could induce 
men to practice the degrading mummeries of idolatry 
but these. And if the facts and reasonings here given 
are correct, the dusky broods of secretism now, weekly 
pouring in upon the Christian nations, are locusts from 
the "bottomless pit" whose smoke now "darkens the sun 
and the air." The Masonic Lodge sits chief and owns 
the large temples in which she shelters her dusky brood; 
and they together form one system whose law is despot- 
ism, whose religion is heathenism, and its end blood. 
Never since Mahomet, did an armed false religion end 
otherwise. 
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And if histoTy repeats itself, if rejecting Christ from 
their religion sunk the Hebrew Common- wealth, this 
sndden burst of night drilling lodges, Mormon b, Grand 
Army, Knights Templar, Patriarchal Circle, and this 
degree of Patriarchi Militant; with a reserve corps of 
Secret Dynamiters behind J swearing the same obedience 
to they know not whom:— these are not only facts but 
precursors^ They are the cohorts which Josephns tells 
us were seen in the clouds above Judea and the flaming 
sword which hnng over Jerusalem before Titus burned 
their temple; and that wonderful nation went down by 
"rapine, murder, famine and pestilence within; and fire, 
sword and all the terrors of war without," (Jos. p, 557,) 
When "the people fed on one another, and even ladies 
broiled their sucking infants and ate them," 

Just fifty years ago when the white haired Dr. Lyman 
Beecher taught us that the terrible predictions of Christ 
and his Apostles would be fulfilled on American soil; 
his words seemed to us harmless vaticination. But a 
brief quarter of a century passed and Julia Ward Howe's 
'^Battle Hymn of the Republic" showed these prophetic 
pictures turned to real life and set them to music whose 
echoes still live: 

Hino eyes liaTe seen tbo g\oty of the coming of tho Lord, 

ne is treading out his rti^tnge ^hcrc the grappa of wrattx nre itorcd. 

Yet how few of the million who have sung those 
words saw in them the literal fulfilment of the prophecy 
of John, (Rev. 14^, 20.) When the Angel cast 'H,he vine 
of the earth into the great wine press of the wrath of 
God, and blood came out of the wine press/' 

There is but one preventive of a repetition of these 
horrors; that is the repentance, fasting and prayer which 
saved Nineveh. This will save us. The Hebrews never 
turned from their idol vanities ^ to the altars where Christ 
was worshipped as their Messiah, but their enemies made 
peace with them; their Common-wealth was restored and 
the hills and valleys of Jndea rang with the ioyoui 
anthems of that"happy people whose God is the Lord*** 
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This Military Degree ehall be open to Patrinfohi of 
the Royal Purple Degree everywhere, the condition re- 
quisite for receiving or retaining membership being good' 
Btanding in a regular Encampment of the Order j wiUioat 
reference to jurisdiction* Thus ao applicant for enroll- 
ment on the roater of a Canton shall furnish onlr a 
certificate of membership and good standing in his lb- 
campmentj and make application in the form prescribed 
by law, and it shall be received and considered, regard- 
less of the jurisdiction from which he hails; but it shall 
require a three-fourths (f)ban vote of the mambfri pi«#^ 
ent at the time the ballot la taken to elict 
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Instructions. 

Tbe word to be given at the outer door is the Counter- 

Bignj selected annually by the grand Sire and promulga- 
ted by the Lieutenant GeneraL 

When the Commandant of a Canton is abseut, the 
Lieutenant will assume command and take the Captain's 
tent; the Ensign will^take the Lieutenant's station; and 
the acting Commandant will appoint a temporary Officer 
of the Guardj etc. 

V7hen the Commandant of a Grand Canton is absent* 
the next Field Officer in rank, or the senior Captain 
present, will assume comjoaud, and take the Comman- 
dant'ji tent J etc. 

Should all the commissioned officers be absent, the 
senior retired officer present will take the Commandant's 
tent, etc» 

In floor work by a Grand Canton, the officer next in 
rank to the Commandant wili take the Lieutenant's tent, 
and the next in rank the Ensign's station; and all be ad- 
dressed by their proper military titles. 

The uniform to be worn in this degree must conform 
to the regulations adopted by the Sovereign Grand Lodge 
of the L 0. 0. F., and the floor movements must be 
executed after the manner of ritualistic requirements. 

When the Canton is open and at work, it will be 
necessary for each Chevalier present to be clothed in tbe 
stipulated uniform, or as may be modified by provisions 
of law. 

In petitioning a Canton for membership, it ia neces- 
sary to annex to the application for membership, a certifi- 
cate from the Encampment of which the applicant is a 
member, setting forth the fact that he is a Patriarch of 
the Royal Purple Degree in good standing. 

The ' elective oflicers of a Canton arc' a Captain, a 
Lieutenant, and an Ensign^ commisfiioned; and a Clerk 
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and an Aoooimtant^ oon-commissioiied. They hold 
ofloe for one ^ear, and until their Buccesiors ahall he 
mnstered and installed. 

The appointed officers are a Standard-Bearer, a Guard, 
a Sentinel, and a Picket, who rank in the Canton in the 
order named. They are appointed by and hold their 
positions at the will of the Commandant* 

The quorum for a Canton is nine (9) Chevaliers pres- 
ent 

Balloting on applications for membership shall be by 
ball ballot. 

The manner of voting (except upon an application for 
membership) shall he Yes or No. 

There should be a circular tent at the stations of Cap- 
tain and Lieutenant. 

(For other and detailed law, see Organization, reguia- 
tionSj etc.) 

(In the arrangement of this work, founded upon the 
narrative contained in the fourteenth chapter of Genesis 
of the Old Testament, the Ritualistic charges, lectures, 
obligations J etc., were prepared by John H, Albin, Grand 
Rep* from New Hampshire; the Military features, in- 
cluding Plates showing Ho or maucBUvres, etc.. Forms for 
opening and closing a Canton, for the installation of 
ofScers, for mustering a Canton into service, for the 
burial of a Chevalier, etc., were prepared by Jno. C* 
Underwood^ Grand Bep. from Kentucky.) 



NoT^ — In all the military mancBuvres that I have pre- 
pared, I have adopted the movement by "threes" instead 
of by "fours,'* as the number of files to be made the 
ordinary unit for breaking into column. Kot that I pre- 
fer such file unit, where numbers are unlimited, but with 
a small command a much greater display can thereby be 
made. Thus; 24 file will break from hue into column 
of 8 sets of ** threes," or 6 sets of **fours»" Now the 
caenal observer will never notice the slight difference in 
the width of the column, but will very likely count the 
number of ^'threes" as they pass; and, conae^uently^ the 
display Is practically one-fourth greater. 
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In order to make the greatest possible diiplay mth 

the feiFest men, I have diepensed with the "file closers/' 
and place the Lieutenant and Ensign on the right and 
left of the line, and use them, if necessaryj as guides. 
Also, that the Canton may always appear to advantage 
in public, I have deaignated 24 file and 3 officers, 27 in 
all, as the minimum number to he allowed to turn out 
and parade as a Canton on display occasions. 

In the arrangement of special military movements for 
display purposes in a hall, some license should be allowed 
in the formation of bodies, position of officers, and in 
distances* Where double ranks are used in the follow- 
ing ritual manoeuvres, the distances have been extended 
for floor effect (see Diagrams 4, 5, 6 and 8;) however, 
the single rank movements (Diagram Y) are easier and 
equally handsome. 

In the Tactics, approved and promulgated, the 
Chevaliers fall in with swords at a "Carry;" but in 
the floor manoeuvres, I desire the effect of the display 
derived from the Jiask of steely obtained by drawing the 
sword s simultane ou b 1 y , H en ce th e comman d to Draw — 
Swords J and return — Swords, given to Canton in line. 

To execute the movements hereinafter described, the 
Canton should be counted off by sixes. For formations 
of Canton (except in special movem.ents and positions 
of Officers and Chevaliers, hereinafter explained by text 
or dia^ams,) and plate representations of Officers, etc, 
see Diagram 1, 

J. C. TJ* 
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FORM FOR OPENING A CANTON, ' 



(The Captain (the Commandant) is tn front of hid tent* At the tfin« 
for opening, tht ETiolgn v^Ul btation the Gttard on the left of the tetit, th« 
Btand&rd -Bearer on the right of the tent, tbi^ Sentinel &t Che inner dooFf 
and the Picket at the oatcT door. (Sec Diagram !^,) He vrUi Informally 
require tho con nte reign and Department t- heck of each of the above offlcera, 
aa ae places them on dutj; and will commnnicate to the Sentinel tbe Can- 
ton paea; after ^hich be will report to tbe Lieutenants who ha4 Eormed 
the Chevaliers Iq iiaer at a ^var)*^*' and then take his poslUen in front of 
the second platoon; the Lieutenant will then command*] 

JJieutenant — Continue the march, PlatooQj Riglit 
wheel — Maech; Forward, Column left — Ma^ch; Guide 
left; Continue the march. Left into line wheel — March; 
Forward — Mabch; Guide right; Canton — ^Halt; Right 
— Dress; Front; Present— Swords, 

[See Diagram 2. In v,' heeling Platoopi, thi? Chief of eai;h Platoon gives 
the proper en tj -command, (See Tactics.*) The Llentenant will Ahout FACkt 
Bolate Uto Commandant, and rc|Kjrt aa followei] 

Lieutenant — Sir, the Sentinel and Guards are at their 
stations, the Canton pass has been communicated, the 
banner has been unfurled, and the lines are formed* 

[Thft Commandant ealateB the Lieutenant with hamd, and co(mmanda:] 

Commandant — ^Examine — Canton; aud Prepare for 
— Ikspection. 

Ideutenant — Carry — SwoBDS; Rear open order — 
Mabch; Fbont, [See Diagram 2,] {Addressing En- 
flign.) Sir, you will ascertain if all Chevaliers in rear 
rank are in possession of the countersign and Depart- 
ment check. 

[Thei Llentenant takAs position In front of tbe right Hie in the tront 
Tank, and the Ensign take4 position In front of the right Gle In iha rear 
rank, tMith officera fMdng their respective ranks,] 

Ideutenant — (Addressing the first Chevalier in front 
rank.) Give countersign and Department check — 
AnvANCE* 

'NoTE—Upto&'i work onMiUEory Tactka bM bwm ftdonted m Itae itMuUid 
te»tbl»d«fT««4 
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^;i^»^— (Addressing the first Chevalier in rear rank) 
Give countersign and Department check — ABYAefOK, 

[The C befallen come to potitlon ot "Svorde— FaFLT;^' adTance one 
step witb left foot^ and commiiaicate the words ft) a. whisper to the officefa 
respcctlYely. Ths officers will eay *'C0rrect»" when th* Chevaliers will 
tome to a ^*cflrry ;" "About— Facs ;" march forward two atepe "About — 
Pace;" advance aod reaume poaitloos in lioe. Each officer, wfth eword at 
a ^' carry, ^^ wlU thee paiis to th« ftoot of the next CbeTolieri and so od 
down the llDei receiving the conatersigii and Dcpsitment check Id like 
manner from every Chevalier in the rankd. As aoon as either officer com- 
p]et4?H the exataioatlon of his tank, he will take posit ion opposite to and 
in front of the center of his platoon, both ttro paces in front of the front 
rank. Wlicn the lust oJlicer bap coto pie ted h la examination, and has taken 
hin position^ the Ensign will face and address the Liciitcnant:] 

Ensign — Lieutenant* (Whereupon that officer will 

face the ensigti, who salutes and reports:) Sir, all cor- 
rect ia rear rank. 

fThe Lieutenant and Ensign then face the Commandant, and both 
officers saluting^ the LientenaLnt reports:] 

Itieutenant — Sir, all Chevaliers arc in possession of 
the countersign and Department check- 

Commandant — (Ad d re ssin g th e officers . ) Gentl emen^ 
you win accompany me in the inspection. 

fThe LlcnteniWit f acee thfr^Canton and gives the order:] 

Lien tenant — In ep ection — S wobds. 

[And with the Ensigti, aceompanies the CommandaTit in the InspectiotL 
They pa«s In front and tear of cacli line, and make such examination uf 
the Chevaliers and arms as the Commandant deems sufficient. The officers 
rf turn to their positions, and, with the Commandant standing in front of 
the tent, the Lletitetiaiit commands, carry-^SwORus; Close order— Mabcb^ 
and the canton passes in review. <See Tactics.) After review, the body 
will be moved to a proper position in line* facing the Commandatit;] 

Xi^M^^TMiTii-Present — SwoKns; (and, saluting, reports:) 
Sir, the Canton awaits orders. 

Commandant — Canton, Carry — Swoeds ; Return-— 
SwoEDs; Right— Fack; Break ranks — March. 

[The ChevaUers wfll take a^ate, the officers take tlicir cbslrs and Ftandai 
and the bnsiness will proceed,] 

[At the time of opening, Cbevalien present from other OepArdnenta 
■hall not be required to give the Department check*] 

[The Commandant will rank as a Captain; and in Grand Cantons maT 
be a Captain or a Field Officer and rank as a Major, Lieatenant Colonel, 
or Colonel, according to the size of the Grand Canton.] 



ORDER OF BUSINESS. 



!• Call roster of officers. 

2. Bead minutes of the last CantonmeDt; which must 
be declared approved unless objections are made, in 
which case, errors (if any) must be corrected, and then 
the minutes must be approved and signed. 

3. Consideration of reports upon previous applica- 
tions for membership. 

4. Candidates admitted and mustered into service. 

5. Proposals for membership received and referred. 

6. Unfinished business. 

7. New business. 

8. Has any Chevalier anything to offer for the good 
of the Canton? 

9. Closing ceremony. 

[A Canton may adopt snch Order of BntlnMi as it deems necessary; 
but the above form mnst be used when no other has been provided.] 



(Patriaiehal Proclamation.) 

▲ BOUeRLT 

DBSIOBXD 

ANCXIST UAL. 

Lot, my brother's son, has been taken prisoner by 
Chedorlaomer, King of Elam, and carried away into 
captivity. Now, therefore, I do command all of my 
trained servants, bom in my own house, to report with- 
out delay, at my tent beneath the Oak of Mamre, near 



300 PATRIAHCHAX- I'ROCLAMATTOK'. 

Hebron; there to be enrolled and supplied with weapons 
of war, and march at once in pursuit of the enemy; re* 
capture my broth er^s son at all hazards, and bring him 
back to his home* 

ABRAM, 

AK OUTLIMI 
OF A 

rTb« foregoing Proclam&tton Btiall b« of tncl^nt deilgiif vnd be Isined 
by tbe Sover^'iTgn Grand Lydge w eupplies. It nbail be printed in red ink. 
In ImitatioQ of th& blocx! ol & wild baar, tbe type to be largt^i uid to 
made thai the proclamatioD will appear to have been mdclr lettered wltb 
JL BtJck^ dipped in blood to make a mark, on Imitation of old band-beftten 
paper (made bj tbc ancients out of the inner bark of the papvruH, spread 
apoa and hcut into the poroni mummy-{:loth) or a dressed bidCt an^^ 4 
copy thereof i^ball be placed in a conapieuoua posiUoa near lh« EoalffA^* 
■tAtloiii dnrlsg Fut Firat of t^e InlUatlon^J 
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DEGREE 
Patriarchs Militant. 



PART FIRST. 

[Bcene enppoted lo be dh the Plain of Hfti]ire> ne&r tlie tent of LienteDAut 
consul ^ndinc ontpoat. The memberfl are Bcated abuut tbe room in nndresa 
iinifoTiuB ; the LieuteQflcit ia the oDly officer at bis BtatioD, (Sea DUgrain 3.) 
Tbc {"otididate, Vr ith ehepherd'fl f;rook in bU h^ud and accompanica by the 
Fast Cummandanii entcra the room without form and puBeee lu frcitit of the 
Lieu ttn ant's Station.. Aa they reach the LientiMiant » station, that officer 
ealutcis the Pa^t Commandant ^ba with the caiulldate halt, and tha Lienten- 
a]3t addreseea him as follows:] 

Jjieutenant — Welcome, my friend. 

J^ast CommaTidojU — ^Hail^ worthy Patriarch. This 
stranger, whom I now present to you, has read the 
proclamation of Patriarch Abram; and^ in ohedience to 
his command, ie hastening to the tent beneath the Oak 
of MamrCj near Hebron. 

[Tbe Lientenant adTancea to Cha csndf date* BbAkeft handi with him^ and 
proceedaaa follows :} 

JOieutenant — Welcome, my friend. I now recall that 
we have met in the past, I well remember the many 
perils and dangers through which you passed on your 
way to the tent of the excellent High Priest. Abram 
the Patriarch, is sore distreseed^ A terrible battle has 
been fought in the Vile of Siddim, in which the King 
of Elam and hiB aBsoclates were victorious. Thereupon, 
the victors took all of the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and all of their victuals, and went their wayj and took 
fttoo Lot^ Abram'» brotber'ft sim, who dwelt in Sodom, 
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and all of his goods, and departed. And there came 
one, who had escaped, and told Abram all of these 
things; and when he heard that his brother's son was 
taken captive, he issued a Patriarchal proclamation to 
all of his trained servants, bom in his own house, of 
whom there were three hundred and eighteen in number, 
to report immediately at his tent at the Oak of Mamre, 
near Hebron, in order that they might become duly en- 
rolled, armed, and equipped to redress the wrong. You 
will, therefore, proceed to the Plain of Mamre, where 
you will find the army of Patriarch Abram securely in- 
trenched, with picket lines thrown out, and guards 
stationed at every point. The utmost precautions are 
everywhere taken to prevent the admission of enemies 
or spies within the lines or ranks; hence you must ex- 
pect to be subjected to many inconveniences during your 
progress to the tent. I shall meet you again in camp 
and on the march; side by side we will render valiant 
service in the cause of our good Patriarch Abram. 
Farewell. 

[The Past Commandant and candidate proceed on their way around the 
room, past the stations of the Commandant, Past Commandant, and Officer 
of the Guard, and thence into the anteroom. (See Diagram 8 ) As they 
leave the station of the Lieutenant, that officer stands looking after them 
until they have proceeded a short distance, and then, as if soliloquizing, 
proceeds as follows:] 

Ijieutenant — Alas, what a strange contrast to the 
usually quiet life of a Patriarch, this state of things 
presents. In "peace or war" he is equally ready and 
earnest in the discharge of his duties. In times of 
peace, his attention is taken up with his flocks and herds; 
he is then thoroughly engrossed in rural pursuits, and in 
doing good among his fellow-men. His sheep know his 
voice and seek his presence. The needy and distressed 
reverence him. He mingles with them in their joys, 
sympathizes with them in their sorrows, and never allows 
them to go empty-handed from his tent. But in timea 
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of war all is changed. The Patriarcli then beoomes 
thoroughly armed and eq[uipped; ho aubmitB to and aids 
in enforcing the most rigid military discipline. He 
never resorts to arms for purposes of mere personal 
aggrandizementp His conflicts are always waged for the 
redress of injuaticej or for the establishment of some 
high moral principle* and at the termination of the con- 
test^ he quietly returns to his flocks and herdsj and re- 
sume B the life of the noble Patriarch- His crowning 
motto is "Universal Justice.*' 

PAET SECOND, 

fTlic CommandflDt Je Sti hie ten L the Kti&ign (Officer of the GoHTd) ia 
drlUingS or 12 Guarde in the n6e of the sword (Bee Diugi-am 4 or 7^> and the 
meiDbeVa are scattered about the Cantoo id f ati^e uuifonn. The caniidatB 
&tid Past ComtnaDdant arrive at tha Inner door on tb*;lf way to the lent 
where thci Past CoTnmandant glvtJS the enteraigiiT ^nd in reply i8 challenged 
by the Sentinel ftij follows:] 

Sentiml^-'Hsilt Who comes there? 

Past Commandant^-A servant and kinsman of Pa- 
triarch Abram, who desires an inter\*iew with the Com- 
mandant. 

[They arc admit teds SentintU tumine lo the Officer of the Guard* and, 
after he has completed one or two movemeiita in the manual, ending with & 
* 'carry," say a:] 

5en^m€/— Ensign. 

fTbe Officer of the Guard tumi toward the Sentinel, wImj raportei] 

i^en^me/— Sir, 1 have here one who desires to com- 
municate with the Commandant. 

Officer of the (?«arrf— (Facing and addressing the 
candidate.) Who are you? 

Fmt (hmmundant—^Re^lfra^ for candidate.) I am 
a servant of Abram, born in his own house. 

Officer of the G^ard—Ho^f? old art thou? 

Past Commandant — I am of lawful age. 

Officer of the G t{ard—^yhGni:G L-amt^ you? 

Past Co7nmanda7U—¥TiiTn the flocks and herds com- 
mitted to m^ care^ 
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Officer of the Gttard — Your answerB are satisfactory, 
Toa may pass through the lines, under guard, ta the 
tent of our Gommandant, upon the strict condition that 
you pledge yoiir eacred honor that you are not an enemy 
nor a spy, and that you will not disclose anything that 
yon may discover during your stay within our lines. 
Are yon willing to bind yourself by Buoh an obligation? 

Candidate — I am, 

Offit&r of the fiWr^^Raise your right hand and re- 
peat after me the following obligation: (and, turning to 
the Guard, commands:) With swords — Chabgb, (See 
Diagram 4 or 7-) 

[The caadldater sUndlng just wlthtu tbe Itioer door, whkb hai bnn 
clOBfld beMDd htm, T&lBes hLA rfgbt hdnd and re:p<3ti Ui« foUowtag obtlfiitftm. 
After tbe OlBcer of the Guard:] 

FIRST OBLlQATlOir PATKIAJlCHS MILITANT. 

I, , . p » , do solemnly declare that I am of the 

Patriarchal Order; that I am a friend to the cause which 
this army is endeavoring to vindicate; that I am actuated 
by honest and worthy motives, and am not an enemy 
seeHiig to pass through these lines far hostile or un- 
worthy purposes. I will never improperly disclose any- 
thing that I may learn while within this Canton, All 
this I promise upon my honor as a Patriarch of the 
Royal Purple Degree, 

Officer of the Chmrd — If you are what you claim to be^ 
you have nothing to f ean I will escort you under strict 
guard, to the tent of the Commandant: (and, facing 
6uard, commands:) Carry — Swokdb; Right forward, 
Threes right — Mabch; Guard — Halt. [See Diagram 4 
or ?J (Andj placing candidate between the middle 
"threes" of column, at extended or wheeling distance* 
command b : ) Forward — Masc h ; Co lumn righ t>— Mabch ; 
Column right— Makch; Threes left — Mabch^ Guard—- 
Halt. [See Diagram 4 or 7*] 
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Opcer of the (Swan:?— (Addressing Guard of the Tent.) 
Guard, I have in charge one who declares that he is 
recently from the care of his fiocks and herds; that he 
has read the proclamation of Abram^ and presents him- 
self in obedience thereto. Ascertain the pleasure of the 
Commandant, and make the same known to me. 

Guard of the Tent — (Approaching the Commandant 
In his tent, and drawing the curtain aside, displaying the 
Commandant sitting at table with papers, addresses him:) 
Captain, the Officer of the Guard stands before your tent, 
having in custody one who desires to confer with yon. 

Commandant — (Coining to the entrance of bis tent 
and addressing the officer of the Guard.) Ensign, why 
has this stranger l^ecn allowed to pass through our lines 
and approach my tent? Do you not know that in our 
camps every precaution must be taken to admit no one 
who may be an enemy or a spy? 

O£ic€rofthe Guard — Captain, this stranger has as- 
sured me that he is not an enemy nor a spy, but that he 
has come in obedience to Abram's proclamation, to en- 
roll himself with tl\e r.rmy which you so ably command. 

OwnwtamfaTii-^ (Addressing the candidate.) Tour 
purpose, if sincere, is commendable; but you cannot be 
enrolled under our banner rntil I am certain that you 
are neither an enemy nor a spyp I must first ascertain 
whether you ar^ truly of the Patriarchal Order, of lawful 
age, and recently from the society of the Patriarchs. 
Advance the Sign of Recognition in the Initiatory De- 
gree- 

rCiuid|da.te flt«i the pIeii u on page 07 of Jfievbied Odd JUtouthls 

Commandant — Advance the Sign of Safety in the 
Degree of Friendship. 

[Caiididi'te glv«s the Blga as on page 07 of Sevi^ Odd JMUm/othip 
JUaitrtUed.] 
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Oammaftdant-^WhBil is the Token of the Degree of 
Brotherly Love? 

[CcodldAta givca the token tm on pAfQ 110 of RaHitd Odd F^Ui&wtMp 
lUfotrated.] 

0(mmumdant — Advance the Principal Sign of the 
Degree of Truth, 

[Candtd&ta gWei the fll^ as on pa£o t30 of Revited Odd JW&tUiA^p 
muatnued.] 

SI the candidate aneffcra the forcfioing queatiotia correctly, tbc Com- 
unt will call for othtr proure tn aay^ of tbc SaburdJnare Lod^e or En- 
cajupmetiJ: degrees^ and must by poidg means cause him to f&il or ncslUte^ 
Ab eoon aa the candidate Tails of Iieeltatefl to anewer any qncEtlon thsi he 
SDAj pat, the Commandant will proceed aa foHowa :] 

CotnmandaTit — Now I know that you are an enemy 
and a spy. Ensign, why did you allow this person to 
pasB through our lines without some pledge as to the 
truth of his statement? 

OjS^cer of the Ghiard — Captain, I did require of him a 
fiolemn pledge that he was neither an enemy nor a spy, 
but a true and honest Patriarch. 

Commandant — Can it be possible that he is bo base^ 
BO devoid of honor? Drive this man beyond the lines, 
and inflict the panishment merited for his perfidy. 

Officer of the Guard — Threes right, double time — 
Mabch; Column right — Mabgh. (See Diagram 6 or 7*) 

[In compliance with the command of the Commandant, the pfiBODertt 
bfllng fort^ed ont at * 'doable time," when tb« mavemenC ia VTested bj th« 
LLentenantt bj Whose iiation the Gaard ia paaaing,] 

jAmsteimrd — Hold, 

Officer of the Guard — Guard — Halt, (See Diagram 
fi or Y.) 

Ideutenant — (Addressing Ensign^ the Officer of the 
Guard,) Sir, why this outrage to my friend? 
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Q^licer of th€ Ghiard — Lieatenant, this man caBBOt be 
your friend. He came her© as a Patriarchs ^^^ asked 
to be enrolled into our ranks; yetj out of his own mouth 
has he been oondenmed. The Commandant has ordered 
that he be immediately driven beyond the lines, there 
to receive merited punishment for hifl perfidy. 

Jjieuter^int — He is neither enemy nor spy. I know 
him welL Halt here, while I proceed to the tent and 
confer with the Commandant. 

[The Lieutenant proceeds raptdW to a po»H{Ofi in ffoiit of tbe Comman- 
dant e ten t^ and addieHaei the GnATEl oC the Tent.] 

XdeutenatU — Guard, is the Commandant at leisure? 
I would confer with him upon a matter of pressing im- 
portance. 

Guard of the Tent — (Approaching the entraneo of the 
tent, and drawing the curtain aside, says:) CaptaiHi the 
Lieutenant stands without, and desires to confer with 
you upon a matter of pressing importance- 

Commandant — (Coming to the entrance of the tent.) 
Lientenanti what do you desire? 

Xl6^^f^57^a?^^— Captain, a deserving friend of mine pre- 
sented himself before your tent, desiring to be enrolled 
under our banner; he was not allowed to do so; but is 
being driven beyond the lines in disgrace, and is to re- 
ceive punishment. I saw him, recognized his deplorable 
condition J and commanded the Guard to halt, I pray 
you that he may be returned to your tent, and his re* 
quest be complied with. 

Oommandant^BeTmit him to be enrolled under our 
banner? Impossible! We admit neither enemy nor 
spy within our ranks. 

Zdeutenant — Captain, he is neither an enemy nor a 
spy, but a true and honest Patriarch* 

Qmimandant — How do you know all this? 
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Jiieutenant — I have known him long and well, I firat 
eaw him sitting at the feet of *'age and experience," 
patiently learning that in the practice of friendship^ 
love, and truth would be found the beat safeguards 
against the illB of life; after this, I observed him at the 
"Stone Ezel^" where he devoutly studied the beautiful 
truths taught bj the Degree of Friendship j I next met 
hi m "traveliDg from Jerusalem to Jericho on a mission 
of humanity;" afterward, I saw him with those of the 
Priestlj Order inculcating the principles of the Degree 
of Truths later I sat with him in the High Priest's tent^ 
where he partook of refreshments; thence he went out 
to impress upon the different nations of the earth the 
important doctrine of toleration; and, before to-day, I 
last saw him pursuing his weary way past the four 
Watches in the wilderness, determined to ''go on," until, 
at last J I saw him presented as a weary and worn pilgrim 
at the tent of the High Priest, and surrounded by the 
Patriarchs, 

Commandant — Can this be so? If it be true, he is 
neither an enemy nor a spy, but worthy to be enrolled 
under our banner* Command the officer of the Guard 
to return him to my presence, at X)B06| that I may ex- 
amine him further. 

[The LienicQADt retQinA to the Gaiird» a£id> placing hicuAelf hy the itde 
Qf tb« prlBoaer (aee Diagram fi or7i) tmys:} 

Jjieutenant — Ensign, the Commandant directs that you 
immediately return this my friend to his presence, 

[And, retftiatng pcnltloa AloagaLde of candldatOi accompftnlee him tO' thfl ' 
Comm^tidaitt ] 



Ucer of the Ghiard — Forward — Maech; Column 
right — March; Column right — Mabch; Coluhin right 
•-^MABeni Threes lefl—MABCHi Guai-d— ^Hajlt* (Ad* 
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dr^sing Captain, ^ho is standing in front of tent watch* 
ing for them>) Sir, in obedience to ordere^ I return 
prisoner. (See Diagram 6 or 7.) 

Commandant — Stranger, the Lieutenant has spoken 
in youHbehalf ; at hia earneBt entreaty, I am inclined to 
examine you further and ascertain whether yon are what 
you pTof esSi How did you first come into the society 
of the Patriarchs? 

lAeuienafU — (Answeritig for the candidate.) I came 
through the wilderness, passed the four Watohea^ at one 
time I was beset by wild beasts; at another, the clash of 
anuB aonnded in my ears; then, again, I heard the Toice 
of mirth and revelry; over rough roads and dangerous 
ways my path lay; the flood-gates of heaven opened upon 
me, and I sought the Bhelter of a friendly oak; at last 
there appeared in the heavens above me the bright 
"Rain-bow of Promise," reminding me that ours is a 
covenant-keeping Father; soon -the sweet music of the 
Patriarchs greeted my ears, and under its sublime in flu* 
ence I found my way to the tent of the excellent High 
Priest^ and was safe. 

Qmimandant — Had you a word in mind to cheer you 
while upon that dismal journey? 

JAeuiemmi — I had such a wordj ay, itwaa my counter- 
oign. 

Commandant — What was it? 

IAeutm>ani — "Go on." 

(hmmandarU — It was a good word- Tour ^al and 
determination to reach my tent betokens how well you 
have lived up to the injunction so solemnly given to 
you before you entered the wilderness. Lieutenant pre- 
pare to enroll your friend beneath our banner. 
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Xiieutenant — (Addressing Standard-Bearer, and desig- 
nating with sword the center of the room as the place^ 
commandi;) Chevalierj With barmer — ^Adyajtcb, {Ad* 
d re ssing En sign*) Sir, Abo nt Stand ar d ; Form — Cbo WH* 

[Ho then condnets candidate to tbd ceuti^r of the room, and all &ke posl* 
tiona abowu on dla^a^ B.] 

.EW7*^?i-Threea right — Mauch; Column right-MABce; 
Column right-MABOH; Take wheeling distance-MAECH,* 
Beeerves — F at.t. in; Colimm left — Mabcu. 

[On command ^'Reserrea— Faj-Ti nr," the right Ale of the HeMrres will 
command ^^Thri'CB ri^ht— Mauch^^ and as the column tamft to tbe left, Ctaa 
Ktfiervea do be up otilt^rt of columa/] 

Threes left — Makch; Canton — Halt; Bight — Dbess; 
Peont; Form — ^Ceowx; Right forward. Threes right — 
Mabcb; Right by file— Mabch, 



[And, If tb« Cart ton is tmSt% commatids ; Take double dlBtanc^— 14 
ajid taktng poeltion on Ibe left of the kadlng flle« and givirig neceeftdrynnm 
ber of commands (Colnmn half IcfC^UAitcH^) condncta line in a circle abont 
the Stand ardi as oontef for tho Ctown, and^ ivh^n the Ctowm la formed, com 
man^e:] 

Canton — Halt; Left — Face. {See Diagram 8.) 

[Tbo candidate will prepare to take ttie obligation bj kneelliig npon left 
ktiee. on a cuahLoni with right band on left breasts and left band grasping the 
naked blade of the Lieutenant' a Ewoid; wbicb beiog done, the LleUt^Miaat 
commands x\ 

Parade — Rbst; Canton — Kjojkl; Best on Swobds- 

[Or, If the Canton i« Teiy Urge, tUe command to take dooble diatance — 
Masch, eboald be omitted^ and after the circle ba» been formed and the Can^ 
ton faced to the loft, the Lieutenant will command:] 

Front open files — Mabch; (whereupon the odd nam- 
bere step forward j) Halt; Parade — Best; Front rank 
(or Canton) — Knsel; Best on — Swoeds. (S«e I>i&* 
gram 9*) 

it€«i^enawi— Repeat after me; 

[*£f Qnard hsa been formi^d !□ dluglo nxakt thib commaad la unae^eiiaaijr 
and Bbonld beommitted.] 
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SEOOITD OBUQATIOH FATEIABCHS MIMlAJn:. 

I, , Idieeliiig Trithin this Growii» formed of 

living witneBBeSj do isolemnlj promise, declare and avow, 
that I will never, in any manner whatever, communicate 
or cause to be communicated, any of the signfl, eecretB^ 
mysteries^ rites, written or unwritten work of the 
PatriarcliBMilitant,tQ any person or persons whoiBBoever^ 
xmlcBS lie or they be legally entitled to receire the same 
from me J tJiat I will promptly and cheerfully obey the 
commands of my super ior officers in this or any other 
Canton to which I may be attached; and will at all 
times render to them that respect which their official 
position entitles them to receive at my tiands;that I will 
constantly tise my best endeavors to promote harmony, 
peace, and concord within the ranks, always avoiding 
discord and strife. For the faithful performance of all 
these obligatioDB, I pledge my sacred honor as a Patriarch 
of the KoyalFni^leDegree, as well as whatever military 
rank or preferment I may hereafter receive through the 
medium of this degree. 

ni It !0 d«fli«d to lii<:r«aEe the voArttAl effect, the roll af ft ketUc-drtim 
mar be her« ' itrodnced. and^ if need, the roll ebould commenoe tmrnedlBtetr 
After tbe obMgatloii, ana conti&ixe aiitli tbe Canton la in lm« ] 

[After the candidate bu srtftrn, imder tbe dinictkiu of the LlenteQiatt 
tbi Snilga commanda:] 

.Ensign — Canton — Ris£. (The Chevaliers execute 
command, leaving sword at "Order,") Carry — Swobds; 
Right — Face; Form — ^Thkexs; Left oblique — Mabch. 

(Ati^mmand **Fonn— Thbcbb; Left oliHg ne— MiAcB/* Kcw 1 vxd 4 itand 
tut, NcM, a u^d G inarch obUqnel; and form on the left of If on, 1 and 4 
rapectiYel;, and Koa. 3 and & on tho kftof Noft. £ and & respectiYely.] 

J'orward — Mabcu* Colnnm left — Mabch; Column left 
*-Masch; Column left — MIabgh^ Threes left — ^Mabgh^ 
Canton — Halt; Bight — Pbsss; Fboht; Parade — Bj»t. 
(Bm Diiifnia 10.) 
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Xdmd^nant — Standard^ — Station, 

[The ltaiideird-Bear«ri witli bAnDer, rctnrtis to lifs po«ltl<m at right of 
tent, and the Lientenaiit condticte the tandidatfl to a pQpltlon !n front of th* 
ConmiaiidflDt, and tben re turn a to his itntion in tbc rodftQ- Tho Commandant 
bow initrncta Iho cnndldAte In tbc unTvrittcn work^ and], aftct giving (be 
BflCfetwork, continnei:] 

Cbmmandant — ^When desirous of being admitted into 
a Canton, you will give [any] the alarm, [which will be 
attended to] at the outer door. The Picket will there- 
upon open the wicket, and require of you the counter- 
sign, [Justitia] which is given in full. If correct, he 
will admit you to the ante-room. You will then clothe 
yourself with a fatigue cap, belt, and sword. You will 
then advance at a "carry" to the inner door, and give 
the signal, [which is four raps.] The Sentinel will re- 
«pond by giving four raps, and will then open the wicket 
iind receive from you your name, rank, the name and 
number of your Canton, and the Department to which you 
ttre attached, and the Department check of the Canton 
visited. [The Department check is the check pass- word 
of the subordinate encampment which is changed yearly*] 
(If you are not in possession of the Department check/ or 
belong to a Canton in another Department, you may be 
admitted on the order of the Commandant on satisfactory 
evidence of your membership.) The Sentinel will then 
close the wicket, open the door, and you will enter, make 
the entersign [which is "sword's port"] and give the test 
to Sentinel, [which is Corona, lettered at all times* When 
used for working purposes, give the letters C/.O/.R. - 0,\ 
and if the Sentinel is not satisfied, he requires you to 
give the balance of the word lettered as before N/. A.] If 
correct, you will advance at a "carry" to the center of 
the room, face the Commandant's tent, and make the 
sign of the degree; [Bring the sword to a "present j" re- 
main in that p^osition until the Commandant acknowl- 
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edgea you as a Ctjevalier hj making the answer t& th« 
■igiij which is a "full hand salute.** You will then com* 
plete the sign by making a **salnte iwords*"] He will 
acknowledge you as a Chevalier of this degree by mak- 
ing the answer to the sign of the degree; after which, 
yon will salute with swordj come to the position of a 
"carry," Right (or left) — Facb, march to a seat and Re- 
turn— Swokd, 

On leaving the Canton before it is olosedj you will 
come to the position of a **carry," march to the center 
of the flooFi face the Commandant^ and make the retir- 
ing sign ; [Bring the ©word to a**pr€seiitj" remain io that 
position until the Conamandant acknowledges you as a 
Chevalier by making the answer to the sign which is 
a ' *full hand salute,^* You will then complete the sign by 
making a "salute swords,** which he will acknowledge by 
making the answer to the retiring sign. You will re- 
Bume a "carry ," and advance to the Officer of the Guard ♦ 
salute him, and receive from him the Canton pass (a 
word given by the Officer of the Guard at opening of 
Canton, and used the same ^ the pass-word of the even- 
ing in the Subordinate Lodge,) which you must give to 
the Sentinel before he will allow you to retire- 

You will always salute when addressed by or address^ 
ing a superior in rank. 

[After the Instruction in tbe dh written vork. the candidal* i* conducted 
to tie ante-roora by the Faat CommBndimt, and. by order of ibe En»Igtt, tlt« 
Cuuten cotnf^B to a ^'Cairy/* Returo— Rwordh, * "Break Tflnkft," and dreeses ttS 
full drene tmifoTm; and ie re-fonncd in line, with awordfl at a *'carry.** The 
£andid&te In ttnte-njom pnta on a fatii^tte cap and belt, after whkh h* ia W' 
ttim«!d before ibQ CommandanVi tent, &nd tha Commandant proc«9d4 ifi 
foUowst] 

OofTtmandanPSir^ you have now attained the highest 
and most exalted rank in Odd Fellowship. Step by &tep 
you have been deservedly advanced to this high and 
honorable distinotion, and I am gratified that yau han 
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1>6*n found worthy to be enrolled as one of our number. 
The true soldier, engaged in a just warfare, presses for* 
ward and strikea valiantly against the stronghold of the 
adversary,never yielding until that adversary capitulateB. 
' He is not easily turned aside; he fears no danger, he heeds 
no voice excepting that of his commander; and when 
the conflict is ended, he is equally ready to grant quar- 
ter and regard the rights of those who can no longer 
protect themselves. 

So you, as a soldier in our cause, must always earnest^ 
ly contend for those reforms best calculated to promote 
the moral welfare and advance the condition of mankind. 
Upon all questions affecting the good and well-being of 
the conmiunity in which you live, you must have an 
opinion of your own, which you should fearlessly ex- 
press whenever occasion may require; yet at all times 
bearing in mind that others have an equal right to en- 
tertain honest opinions of their own. 

On taking the obligation, you were required to kneel, 
in token of obedience to those in authority, and of prop- 
er humility; you were reqijired to place your right hand 
over your heart, to indicate the sincerity of your purpose 
to faithfully adhere to your sacred pledge of houor; and 
your left hand was made to grasp the naked blade of 
the sword, in order to teach you that justice will sooner 
or later overtake you, should you disregard your obliga- 
tions. 

Tour inability to satisfactorily prove yourself a Pa^ 
triarch would have prevented your admission to our 
ranks, and might have resulted in disgraceful oons«- 
quences to yourself, had it not been for the timely inters 
ference of a friend who interceded for you. 

Learn from this, that you should condemn no one 
hastily; strive rather, by kindly words, to corrBot and 
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counteract the influence of errors* Do all in yoor pow* 
er to restore those i^-^lio are "worthj' to the confidence and 
respect of their associateSj never forgetting that "Uni- 
versalJuBtice" is the first principle of ao Idler ly manhood, 
to be carried into effect, first, by means of peace j but the 
right of every cause should be enforced, even to the 
paging of war. 

Such is the lesson that we inculcate at this time, and 
trust that its influence shall not be without good effect 
upon your future life. (Addressing Ensign,) Sir, form 
Arc of the Covenant 

^nsiffn — Right forward. Threes rightr-MAECej Threes 
left — Mabch; Guide right; By the right flank — Makch; 
Column left — Mabch; Form — Raihbow; Column half 
left — ^Mascu. 

[And placing himaelf oii tim left of tbe leadidg tic^ and glvLiig' the neees- 
eary number of commaada (Column lialf leCl— March,) conducta him along 
the Unc qC a cJrcuI^ivr arc^ until the rainbow ia properly shapedi when h« 
comtuands:} 

Canton — Hai.t; Left — Face; Bear open files^ — Maech; 
Halt. (See Diagram 7*) 

[On command "ilear open files— Mabch/' each eTen number fltepa back- 
ward find oppoaH^ hte place in line. When the movement la completed by 
halting the tiles one or two paoe& to tho rear, the Enaign aalatea tha Com- 
mandant, andBa^B;] 

Ensign — Sir, the are is formed. 
Commandant — ^ Prepare for enrollment; Standards — 
Post* 

[Whereupon the Commandant paBs«i around the Hgh^of the commaDd, 
and takes poBition in ftont of ihn center of the Canton; the Standard -Bearer 
takes poeLtion on the rights auii paee from firet Hie in trout rank with an- 
furled banner; the Lieutt^n^nt ttikee po^Itiou pa the left, two pace a from laat 
fllfltu front rank, wjth colors^ to the wind; and the Clerk, with drum, and 
EnHlgn form ou line of candidate and Fast Couimaudaiit— *ll afi ehown on 
Diagram 11. The moyement having been complete4> the Coffimaadaat coin- 
mands:] 
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CommandariA — ^EnroU — Candidate. 

[Hearing the command, the Clerk and Past Commanduit etep one pace 
in advance and face each other; the Clerk presents to the candidate the 
roster of the Canton, spread upon the dram-head, which he places in front of 
him on a camp-stool; the candidate kneels, on a cnshion,*and the Past Com- 
mandant hands him pen and ink. The candidate signs the roster, and his 
signature is attested oy the Past Commandant; which oeing done, the Com- 
mandant, stepping forward, strikes the candidate lightly with the flat of his 
sword between the shoulders, and says:] 

C<ymmandanJtri. thus, in imitation of ancient ceremony, 
confer upon you the knightly rank of Chevalier in the 
army of Patriarchs Militant. Arise, Sir Knight. 

iAnd when the candidate has arisen, at a sign given by the Commandant* 
Insign commands:] 

Ermgn — ^Present — Swords. 

[Whereupon the Commandant, with sword in hand, fgiyen him by Past 
Commandant,) addresses candidate:] 

C(ymma'ndani — ^Noble comrade, Chevalier , 

receive this sword as the mark of your knightly rank; 
let it never be drawn except in the enforcement of 
necessary justice. I now, by virtue of the authority con- 
ferred upon me as Commandant of this Canton, declare 
you duly and legally enrolled as a Patriarch Militant, 
and member of my command. (Facing Canton.) Trum- 
peter, herald the additon of another Chevalier. 

[The Trumpeter steps from center of front rank and blowfl a suitable 
blast, in acknowledgement of the addition to the ranks. This can be dis- 
pensed with, or it may be increased by appropriately beating kettie-drums. 
The Commandant now faces about and congratulates the newly-made Cheva- 
lier, and takes position by his side, facing the Canton. The Lieutenant then 
hands the colors to the nearest file, and, advancing, also congratulates tl^e 
new member, and then returns to his position on the left of the Canton; 
after which the Ensign comes forwaid and welcomes the Chevalier to the 
ranks, and returns to his position; the Commandant then commands:] 

Commandant — Officers and Standards — Station. 

[Whereupon the Commandant, the Lieutenant, and Standard-Bearer r*> 
turn to their stations in the room, and the Ensign commands :] 

Mi8tgn—-CaLTTY — Swords; Close order — March; Re- 
turn — Swords; Bight — Face; Break ranks — March. 

[And the Chevaliers surround and congratulate the new member, aod 
welcome him as a Chevalier and soldier companion ] 
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Gommcmdani^'Ttie utan an t. 

[That officer f*c«« VM Commjmdant and lAlutefl,} 

Sir, form the lines and announce that the Canton mil 
now be dl ami seed uDtil the next regular Cantonmant^ 
unless fioooer assembled by epeoial order, 

Zdeutefiant — Faix ixj Left — Face; Bight — Dbs5»; 
Fboht; Draw — Swobdb. Cheyaliers^ it is the order of 
the Commandant that the Canton be now dlBmiseed un- 
til the next regular Cantonment, unless sooner assem- 
bled by special order, 

[The Llenteiiatit then fac«i ftboat, and, fl^utlDgtbeGDmiiiftndiiit,»;i:] 

lAiutmant — Sir, your orders are publiflhed. 
Commandant — (Addressing Canto n .) Che val i ers re- 
member your vows to promote harmony, peace^ and con- 
cord, avoiding discord and strife* 

itewienani— Return — Swobbs; Right— -Face; Break 
ranks — Mahch. 



FORM FOR THE 

Installation of Officers. 



rrbelDBbiJUngOSfceri acting for aod repreieiitingtlieLleDteiiaiiti-Geiienil, 
with Acting Adjutaut-Gcuetal, and Aid dn Cnmpt (wlilcti staff taftjr be ia-^ 
ci-eased t^r cf^f^tu where the inBtaLlation ts pubUc) appeu AC tbe Imutr door 
and give signaJ J ' 

Sentinel — Who cothgb there? 

Installing Officer— The representative of the Com- 
mander and Staff, with countersign, 

[The SentlQot rcporti tbe ^ama to the Commaadant, who caaeee the Gan> 
tOD to be dmwn np In JiQC, with a words at a^'carry,*^ and office ra to the front^ 
99 abown by first poBltion on IHa^rimi !2. He then commandft the Sentinel 
to admit tto Gcnorara Li^uU-'tiiiiit and Staff It "correct-" Whefenpoa the 
ftentJnel opcna tho door, and fitanding in front of it with drawn a word, aaja :] 

Sentinel — Advance one, and communicate the counter- 
sign. 

[The Atd will biioff aword to ^'port," advancei nad gfre it In & whiip«r:| 

Sentinel — Correct. Passj ChevaUers, 

[Tbo Sentinel will Bt^^p aelde, face and aalute the ofUcera aa they pui 
him, and when the? 7 have entered the tHJom he will close the door^ and re- 
flume hia proper et^tlon. The InetalUng OliQc^r and Staff "wiU march to the 
center ^l the Hoor, and aolnte the Commaudantt who will ariaet retaiti SftJate, 
ftndconunand^) 

CQmmandant — Canton, Extend — HoxoBS, 
Ideutenant — Pr ese nt — S w oedb. 

rrhe In^tAlUng OfYlcei will then step to the front, and^ ^dreaaing the 
Commai^dant, aaya:} 

Initalling Officer — Sir, we are here for the purpose of 
installing the officers of this Can ton ^ and bear with ns 
their commissions issued by the Commander aa the 
Lieutenant of the Grand Sire, Are they present? 

Commandant — They are. 

In&tcdUng Officer — Sir, you will surrender your chair 
to me. 

[Wherenpon tho Commandant Tacatea^ and the InetalUnB Officer occnplei 
the atandi and tho Staff take positions^ f^hown on diagram. Aa the tranaf er ]i 
being madct tho Lientenant commanda:] 

Xieutenant — Carir — Swords; Left wheel-r-MAEce; 
Canton— Halt; Right — Dbess; Feont, 

[He then takes position in front of the ftrttplatooa, and the Bnalgnt np- 
tm whom the whcul uae hcen made, retakta position in front of the ftecend 
platoon ) and tb^ Coinmandunt corned fcrwam and takca poaltJon In advance 
of thti Lieutenant and KuaJgn} opposite the center of the Canton< (See Dia- 
gram la, Sd position.) The command, thua Conned, will await InatmctlOAa^l 
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InetalUna Officer— (AiaieMing A. A. Q.) Mr, 7#« 
will read tne names or the officers eleot to the Canton. 

[The A. A. O., will then adTanee to and in front of tho Staadard, and 
read the roster of officers elect] 

InstaUmg Officer — Chevaliers, is the report correct? 
Shall the installation proceed? 
Bank and File — ^It is. Proceed. 

InstaUing Cfffieet — (To Commandant) Sir, dismiss 
your commanoT 

Commandant) — O^acing Canton, commands :) Officers, 
To place in line — ^Mabch. 

[The Lientenant and Snsign form on right and left of line respeetiTely;] 

Return — Swobbs; Right — ^Facb; Break ranks— Mabch. 

Insfallinff Officer — (To Aid.) Sir, yon will retire with 

the officers elect. See that they are projperly attired, and 

return and present them to this Chair for installation. 

[The Aid retiree with the officera, and they clothe themselyes in the nn- 
dress uniform of a Chevalier, without sword. Betaraing, the Aid gUrtt the 
signal:] 

SenHnel^-'Who comes there? 

Aid — ^The General's Aid de Camp and officers elect 
for installation. 

[The Sentinel so reports to the Installing Officer, who wiU instnict him 
to "admit them." The A. A. O., will form Canton as in first position, on 
Diagram 18. command **Draw— Swobos," and take position on the right; and 
the Aid and officers elect, being admitted, form as anown bj Diagram IS, and 
march once aronnd the room to a point in front of the Installing Officer, and 
the Aid, addressing him, says:] 

Aid — Sir, I have the honor to present the officers elect 
of this Canton for installation. 

Installing Officer — Chevaliers, before installing you 
into office you must take upon yourselves a solemn ob- 
ligation to faitiifully perform the duties incident to the 
offices you are about to assume. Are you willing to 
take such obligation? 

Officers JElect^We are. 

Acting Adiutant' Chneral-^Bight forward, threes right 
— ^Mabch; Threes left— Mabch; Guide right; Canton— 
Halt; Right— Dbxss; Fbont; With Swords— Cbabox. 
(See Diagram 18.) 
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Aid — (Addressing officers elect.) Officers — Kneel; 
Uncoveb* 

InatcdUng Officer — ^You vill each raise your left hand 
and repeat after me: I, ............ do solemnly prom- 
ise that I will perfonn all of the duties of the oJHIce to 
which I have been elected, to the best of my ability; that 
I will obey all orders that maybeissued by my superiors 
in command; and that I will not wrong this Canton, nor 
any Chevalier thereof, to the value of anything. To the 
faithful performance of all which, I pledge my sacred 
honor. 

Aid — (Addressing officers elect) Officers — CoTKE; 
Rise, 

Acting Adjutant- Genial — Carry — SwoRBSj Return — 
Swords; Bight — Face; Break ranks — Makch, 

Installing Officer — (Addressing Aid*) Sir, you will 
retire with the officers elect to the ante-room, where they 
will clothe themselves in the uniform of their respective 
grades, and return them, thus attired, before me, 

[Th6 MA and officers cleti marcb into tbo an tearoom ; tbc offlccTfl elect 
dreii BM iDBtrDoted; they form la two ranki, and tbe Aid gives the signftl at 
Ulfl tniier door.] 

JSentinel — Who comes there? 

Aid — The Aid to the General, with the officers elect 
of this Canton. 

[Tlse Setitlticl report* a* in preTiona InctBntcs, and npoti teccJTing in* 
BtTuctlonB, admits them. On be fug admitted, the Aid cottducta the umcen 
elect to the right of the iDBtolliDg Ofnccrt tiDii forme ttiem in line, facing the 
line of CAntcn extended. The A^ A« U,, rorms tha CanUm aA ia the bogin- 
aing, And takea position on the right. Sea &Tsi position on Diagram Id.] 

Acting Adjutant- General— Dtiiw — ^Swobds; Threes 
right — Mabch; Column left — Majich; Column left — 
Mabch; Leftj front into line — Marco j Canton — HaltI 
Right — Dbebs; Feont- 

[Seo iecond position. Diagram 14, and adTanciTJg lo a point two piices) in 
front of the center of the line, wiU face &nii f&iuie ihv Installing Officer, and 
report the proeoDca of the Uauton^ Tl^o InetalUngOnlcer rctnme the palutei 
and Contmanda:] 
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ImtaUing Officer — Sir, prepare to publish cotmnifr 
siona* 

Acting Adjutant- Genercd — ^Bear^ op€ii order — Masch; 
Fkont; Parade — Rest; Banner — ^Pobt, 

[And taking po«]tloa thr^a pacti in front of tlie CftDton. facing InttalUoE 
Offlcer^ ivIlJ BaJntep The Stand &rti-Befi re r taken poEition on Ti|ghtof liD», uia 
on« pace from tbe first flle^ Sec second pobUion on DlAgtam H.] 

JnataUing Officer — (Addressing A. A» G.) Sir, Com* 
missionB — Publish . 

[Wberenpon tbe A. A. Q. foceA tlie Ctntont and th« Aid, idilmaliig tta« 
ofncers electa who have been pr^vionily formed In UDCt facm^tlta line of th« 
Cftnton extended^ commandB'] 

Aid — Officers^ Left half wheel — March; Halt. 

[^H Diajcram 14. Or hs> mfty wbeeL them to »iilt tbe tvlatiT« po«tt!oiu o£ 
Canton and oflacere elect Tbe A, A. G. tbe a readj tbe cammftaloDfii vid 
when lie baa fiulabedi tacea about, and, adjdreaaing tne InatAlIltig OAcar, 
aaya :] 

Acting Adjutant- Qmef^ — Sir^ the conunisaions are 
published. 

In^talUng Officer — Sir, f onn Ime to receive offioeri. 

Acting Adjutant- General — Carry — Swobdb; Close or- 
der — Ma£ch; Present — Swobds. 

[At tbB command MiJtCH, tbe A. A«G. te-lakea noaltlon on tte right, tvo 
pacea from Staudard-Beaieri and tbe InstAlUng Officer, mddieiting omeera 
elsci, commands:] 

Installing Officer — Officers, To your posts — Mabcb. 
^i\f— Officers, Bight half wheel^ — Mabcb; Forward — 
Mabch. 

[Tbe commtaBloned oflleen take t^ir ptoHv plM«>i ^^^ th« Cl«tk ud 
Accountant form on tb« left of tbe line» See Diagram 15* J 

Installing Officer — Canton, Carry-'^woBBs; Captain 
(that officer saluteB.) 

tU OommaadAAt la of ii Oiuui Cauton^ b* •h«nld bt ad to ai ad l^Ui 
pioper miiltaiy titl«,} 
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Installing Officer — Sir, I congratulate you upon your 

elevation to the highest oommand in this Canton, and 
feel confident you will perform the duties of your office 
in a faithful inanneT, 

[The Captain conmii to a "carry."] 

liiUalling Officer — ^Lieutenant, (TRiat officer salutes.) 
Sir, when the Captain is absent^ you will take conxmand 
of the Canton, It is therefore important that yon should 
be familiar with his duties, as well as those of your own 
office. 

[The Lieutenant comes to a "^rir,^ 

Imtalling Officer — Ensign, (That officer salutes.) Sir, 
you are third in eomnLand in this Canton* It is your 
special duty to see that the outposts of the Canton are 
properly guarded, and it will he expected of you to 
promptly execute the orders of your superior officers in 
command. 

[The KnfiigD cornea to a **i»n7."] 

Installing Officer — Clerk. (That officer steps one pace 
in advance of the line and salutes.) Chevalier, you have 
been elected and elevated to a responsible position. It 
will be your duty to keep a correct account of the transac- 
tions of this Canton; to collect all moneys due, and pay 
the same to the Accountant j taking a receipt therefor. 
Subject to the orders of the Commandant, you will take 
charge of the minute book^ order book, roster and seal 
of the Canton. 

(The Clerk cornea to a "caf ry,*' and n^Ukea poaltlon la line.] 

Installing Officer — Has the bond of the Accountant 
b een appro v e d ? ( U pon rece i v ing an affirmativ e answer, 
continues:) 

Ins tailing Officer —Aggou n tant. (Th at officer ad vanoet 
one ste p from line an d s al ute s. ) Chevalier, you have been 
•leoted to the responsible poiitioii of Aooountw^t to Uua 



Canton. It will be your duty to receive, receipt for, and 
hold all the funds belonging to it; to keep a regular and 
correct account of the same; and pay out such amounts 
only, as may be called for by the warrant of your Cap- 
tain or Commandant, when directed to do so by the vote 
of the Canton. Tou will be expected to account f or^ and 
pay over to your successor, any balance in your handB at 
the time of his installation. 

[The Accountant comes to a ^^carry/* and resnmes his position in line.] 

InatcUUng Officer — ^The officers will now take their 

stations in the room, and assume their duties. Return — 

Stand ABD. 

[See Diagram 15. AU of which having been done, the A. A« 0« com^ 
mandfl :] ' 

Acting A^utant- General — Present — Swoeds, 

Installing Officer — ^Now, by the authority of the 

Lieutenant-General Commanding, I proclaim the officers 

of Canton , No , Patriarchs Militant, of the 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in the Department 

of , to be legally mustered and installed for and 

during the current term of their commissions, and until 

the installation of their successors. (Addressing A. A. 

G.:) Sir, dismiss the command. 

Acting Adjutant- General — Canton, Carry — Swoeds; 

Return — Swords; Right — Facb; Break ranks — Mabch* 

iThe Installing OfQcer and Staff signify their intention of retlriag, and 
Ensign wiU form Canton in line, as in the beginning.] 

Ensign — Fall in; Left—FACB; Right— Deess; Feoht; 
Draw — Swords; Present — Swords. 

[The Installing Officer and Staff will salute the Commandant, and being 
sainted in return, will march along the line and pass out, the Sfsntbel ealnL- 
ing as they pass. The Ensign will then command :] 

Mmign — Carry — Swords; Return — Swords; Rigkt — 
Facb; Break ranks — March. 

[And the Canton wiU proceed with hniiaeis.] 



FORM FOR 

Mustering a Canton. 



[Apiplfcuiti fonrartaint. If an organized bodjt mnet appear fn foJl dreu 
unlfonnj If R, P. Degree P&trUrcliP only, they may appear in fatigue cap, 
belt, and aword TEc Maaterlue OiScer^ r&pre&enUug the Comtnapd^r, hu 
Acting Adjtilttnt-GenGTfLlH Alil de Cmihu and C'lmplain^ being presant, the 
Muaterlug OMcer will take the prlnctpaf chair, and tbe Staff will take poai- 
tlona near by* Tbc MEuBtering Officer will appoint a tempOTary gentjuel, 
communicate to him the *'Cant<m pase/' and lu struct him to close and gaam 
the ilour^ andcauae all preseutto he properly cixamintrd, eo as to protect tha 
Degref!* The Sentinel having takcm poBition and closed the door, the Muster- 
ttig Officer will annonnce the object of the aa^emblai^Ct and If tho appLkanta 
for the vafTantare Royal Purple Degroe Patriarch a only, he Will confet Upon 
them the Degree of Patriarchs Militant, which ehonld be done !□ rltnallBtlc 
form, if he has prescut a Eufficicut and properly drilled command to execata 
the fioQi work oC the degret.^— otherwiee he must in formal ly administer the 
obllgatlona and chargea. Thereupon the Acting AdJatant-GeneraU fiddreet- 
ing me Mastering Officer, will say :] 

Acting A^utant Gfeneral — Sir I have the pleasure to 
inform you that a number of Royal Purple Degree 
Patriarchs, Chevaliers Militant, duly conversant with the 
principles of "UniversalJustice," and actuated by a de- 
sire to promote the interests of our beloved Order, have 
applied to our Commander for a warrant to establish a 
Canton of Patriarchs Militant of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows; which warrant has been duly granted, 
and the Chevaliers are here convened for the purpose of 
being regularly mustered into the service as a Canton; 
and of electing officers and having them conmiissioned, 
mastered, and installed conformably to the usages of the 
degree and the Order. 

Mustering Officer — (Addressing Aid.) Yon will pre* 
sent the applicants for the warrant. 

[The Aid will form the applictnti in Cfoat of and facisg tk* M viterteg 
Oflcer, and commanda:] 
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Aid — Draw — Swords; Present — Swords, Sir, I pr^ 

sent these applicants for warrant, 

Mu&te^*ing O^cer — Cany — Swokds. (Addre a sing ap- 
plicants.) Worthy Patriarch b and Chevalierti, it is with 
great Batisfaction that I appear before you as the bearer 
of the legal instnnnent which conveys to yon, as a body 
all the rights, privileges, aod immunities that are con- 
ferred on a Canton of Patriarchs Militant of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellowa, Acting by authority of 
the Commander^ the Lieuteuant of Uie Grand Sire^ it 
becomes my duty, previous to presenting you with thiB 
warranty to ascertain whether you are the Chevaliers 
who applied for the same. (Addressing A> A. 6*) Sir, 
you will call the roster of appUcants. 

[Tbe A« A. G. re^s tbc n[iziie&, uDd each ipplicant ADflweiB ta Mi ntiiiv 
M It ii oiiHed. Upon the completion of tbe roll-cali of appliCAats, and aJl b^ 
lug foQud correct, the Mastering Officer proceeds:] 

Mustering Officer — (Addressing A. A, G,) Sir, read 
the warrant, 

tWbereapoa the Aid comm&ndi. Prstent— Sirosid. And the A. A. Q« 
wUl read the vrarrant aloud to thu appiicanU ; which beiiig completed, Um 
Aid commands : Carfy— Swo^sf , and the Mastering Officer coDtlniiei, ad- 
dreaeicg spplk&nta :] 

Mustering Officer — ChevalierSj previous to delivering 
this inBtrumeut into your possession, it in proper that 
you should enter into an obligation, for which purpose 
you will place yourselves in proper attitude, and repeat 
after me, as follows: 

Aid — Parade — Best; (Calling name) — ^ILneel; Un- 
co vke. 

We, each for himself, in the presence of these noble 
witnesses, do solemnly and sincerely promise anddeclare^ 
that the warrant for a Canton of Patriarchs Militant, 
read in our hearing, was applied for in good faith; and 
thibt it »hall not be used for any other puipoM thAH tlut 
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for which it has been granted. To the faithful perform- 
ance of which J we pledge our Patriarchal and Military 
honor. 

Aid — (Addressing Body by name, commandfl — Cotbe; 
Rise; Carry — Swoedb* 

Mustering Oj^cer — Worthy ChevalierSj by virtue of the 
high power vested in me, I do hereby institute and pro- 
claim you a lawfully constituted bodyj regularly mustered 

into the service under the style and title of Canton » 

I^ o • ► . , 5 of Patriarchs Militant of the Independent Or- 
der of Odd Fellows, in the Department of . , , , - ; and i.Q 
authorize and empower you henceforth to do and per- 
form all such things as may of right belong' to a regular- 
ly con etituted Canto n o f Patriarchs M ilitant. In all your 
transactions you must faithfully conform to the land- 
marks of the Order, obey the conunands of your officers, 
observe the requirements of the Military Council, and 
maintain and abide by the mandates and laws of the 
Sovereign Grand Lodge of the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows; and may all your acts be governed and 
directed by the principles of "Universal Justice/* Love, 
and Truth. (Addressing the Chaplain.) Sir, invoke a 
blessing. 

Aid — Parade— Rest; Uncover; Bow. 

Chaplain — Most holy and Gracious Father, Supreme 
Ruler of the Uni verse j "with reverence and humility we 
invoke and implore Tby blessing and protection for this 
Canton. We humbly beseech Thee to inspire ita mem- 
bers with principles of "Universal Justice,'' with love 
for each other, and with fear of offending Thee, In Thy 
great mercy pardon all our transgressions; be with 
and direct ua along the paths of righteousness; and teach 
us to be grateful to Thee for the manifold blesiings w© 
receive* Amen, 
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Aid — Cotbb; Carry — Swofips* 

Mustering Oj^cer — (Addressing the Staff.) Gentle* 
men^ prepare for the election of officers, 

Aid—He\MTn — Swobds; Right — Face j Break ranka-^ 
Majewh* 

[The A. A. Q. will prepare ballat«, which the AJd wfU dlBtrfhute uid OOi'' 
lect vhen the vote ia read j.J 

MuAtcring Officer — Chevaliers, nominatioiis for Cap- 
tain are now in order. 

[After DomlDDtlonB are idade, the vote will be taken, and the result oa- 
□onnced by tbeHaetfTins Office f; aj^d iooe throa;;bDiit the varloov gradefl 
of office H to be filled, nntil aU the officers are cLectcd> when the A. A. Xh will 
fill out cotDtnl^itiong fwh^ch he must have In bUnk*) When ftll Ifiln rcftdltitBe, 
the Muster! n}7 Officer will proceed with tbe lu stall dtlou of the office rs, com- 
mencing at tbo point of such ceremony where the Aid la instructed and or- 
dered to **retlj-e with the ofllcerB elect see thftt they are properly nttlrud, and 
returu aud prefient them^' for installation. See Form of Inbtailation,] 

[In 1u stalling the offlcers of newly inEtitnted Cantons, the KaBtertnff 
Officer must exerclve jndgment> and maj omit the ceremony where It gsiuuh 
b« properly executed by an uudiseiplkied and anddll«d comsaud.] 



FUNERAL ESCORT. 

Burial of a Chevalier. 



{The Hltnji! mnit not b« Uk«ii to the gnTe; Udt form for Boriil for ft 
Cbovaller L» En TACtlca.] 

[Upon all f naeraJ occiuBlDnB the Canton Bh^Il turn oat In full droHS tmltomL, 
wtui Bword hiltSn standard, and guidon a appro p hate I v tilnimed with crape- 
The Commandant of thi? Can to u must appoint »ix pml-benr^^rBf and at the 
appointed boar have hie commnnd at the resfdence of the deceased, etc., 
where It ^hcilJ be formed In line facing tbe entrance. The pall-bearera mant 
then he di;taehed And ordered to report tor duty wUhln the haaae. Tbe com- 
laand will come to a ^Tarade^HKBT/ ^ and awaJt the completion of the civic 
ceremoniea within tbe dwelllngr ^^ cbarch> etc Whea tbe pall-bOaneriB ap- 
proacb with the corpee, the Capt^lii will command:] 

Captain — Attention, Cany — Swokds; Present^ 
Swords. 

[After the coffin hia been placed within the bearfl«t the Captain wiUooBi^ 
an&od i} 

Captain — Carry — ^Swoeds ; Bev erae — Swords ;Threefl 
left — Mabch; Column left^-MiBCH; Column left — 
Maech. 

[And tnarchinf?, the Canton^ left In front, will take poeltlon ImmedUtdly 
In front of the heiiree, und conduct tbo column and procesfllon to the place of 
interment. Tbo pall-beare rs will take position along each Hide of tbo beftrM ; 
t>o oppnfiite the front w^hcelst two oppoBito tbe rear wbeclST aud two oppoiit^ 
the cepteTn midway between 1 and 3 on each aide- They will march with re- 
verBtid II word B> and move with Bucb cadence ae will keep pac« wUb the hean«» 
On approaching* and at a suitable distance from tbe grave, with tb« gmm to 
elihuT aide of w& line of the column txt^udcd, ths Captain will command;] 

Captain — Carry — Swobds; Threes right — ^Mabcb; 
Canton^ — Halt; Left — Dksbb' Feokt; Rear open orddr 
— Maboh; Front ranlc, About-^FACEj With Swonit Form 
'— Asca. (S«e Diskgrikm 16.) 
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[Tlw pall-bMiers mnst pass under fhiB arch of steel, bearing the corpse 
to the grare. When the Canton Is halted, the hearse will be tamed to the 
rl|^t (or left,) as may be most conrenient, and stopped. - The coffln will then 
be withdrawn and placed foot foremost, opposite the space between the right 
flies of the Canton, drawn np in open order. When these movements have 
been completed, and the corpse borne past the left of the line, the Captain 
and Standard-Bearer (with banner) will follow, and take position at the foot 
and head of the grave, respectively. The Lientenant, assuming change of 
the Canton, will command:] 

XdeiUeTiant — Carry — Swobds; Front rank, About — 
Face; Cloae order — Masch; Threes left*— Masch. 

[And moving the Canton in column of threes to a suitable position, ac- 
cording to the location of the grave, commands:] 

JDieutenant — Column right (or left) — MABCH;Form — 
Grown; Left (or right) by file — ^Mabch (and, if necessa- 
ry;) Take double distance — Mabch. 

[And, placing himself by the side of the leadine file, and givingthe 
necessary number of commands (Column half left— Mabcb,) will conduct 
him in a circle around the grave; and when the circle (or crown) is formed, 
commands:) 

IdeutenatU — Canton — ^Halt; Right (or left) — Facx; 
Parade — ^Rest; Uncovee; Bow. (See Diagram 17.) 

[The Captain, observing that the crown has been formed, will proceed:] 

Cajt>totn^— Chevaliers, we are here to render the last 
rite the living may minister to the dead. Man is bom 
to die. The coffin, the grave, the sepulcher, speak in 
silent language of human mortality. Youth, manhood, 
age, weakness, vigor, strength; poverty, affluence, riches; 
humility, pride, arrogance; influence, power, greatness; 
are all leveled by the immutable hand of death. 

The handiwork of the Creator constantly displays the 
unerring certainty of the end and decay of all things. 
The beautiful and exquisite plant creation, from the 
glories of the Tropics, to the ever agreeable verdure of 
the North, alike, fade, wither, and die. So it is with 
the human family; the living of to-day become the dead 
of to-morrow; and we, mortals, can but bow in recogni- 
tion of the Divine law, which inevitably brings man to 
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mother earth. He who now Bpeaks to you, may, fire Be 

moves from this sepulcber, be called to enter eternity; 
for all in time must occupy the gilent tomb. The strong 
and mighty may, in a momentj be swept into the tin- 
fathomable void between the living and the dead. 

As we behold the remain & of our departed companion. 
let uSj as "Patriarchs Militant," inwardly vow to throw 
the cloak of charity over the errors of the deceased 
Chevalier, and bury them from recollection under an 
arch of steel, as we bury the body in this grave; and let 
us monument the memory of his noble worth by herald- 
ing the good, great, and knightly deeds only of his 
honorable life. 

[The pati-beorers Jow«r ilie f^cyfflii tnto tbe JpAve.] 

Captain — The dust has returned to the earth , the 
spirit has gone to God who gave it. Have mercy on it, 

O Lord. 

[The Charge TB rGBpond;] 

C7i€vaiier&—-Mercy^ have mercy, O Lord. 

[At thla pointy the CaptJdn wlU depoelt Jn tbe graTe a crown made af 
QT«rgn£eaBi iaying:] 

Captain — We place this crown within the grave as an 
emblem of the Order; and as the evergreen is a token of 

immortality J so let our remembrance be undying. 
Chevaliers J you will now inspect the tomb, and deposit 
your last tribute. 

[WherecpoD, the LleDtenanit EDeign, and Chevali«rB, l>eEiiinl&g at the 
left, wilJ come to a ^'carry/' and on o at a time advance to the gravei rreient 
'SwoitD«, and depoeit a «pii^of evergteen; ealnte, and cam« to a ^'carrr/' 
return to place Sn line, at Parade— Best; uncovered* with bead bowed, Thla 
movement having been completed, the grave will be filled with eartb ; the 
Lie q ten ant, when neceasary* detailing ChevaUcra for aach Berrice, wid 
f Teq ue n t\y re lievi ng tb o eb o vel Ing parti e i by n e w d e taili - A J each party 1 i 
relieved, it nil) reeume position in line. Tbe grave having beau Allfld, ifid 
ttte mound proper!; shaped hy the aad«rtaJier, the LiflUttJIftai wiU c«m- 
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XimtUnarU — Canton — Cover; Cany — Swoeds; Pre- 
■ent — Swords. 

[Wliereapoii> the Cluiplain will advance and take poBition litider the ban- 
Der at tbe bead of the grave, and offer prayer. Wbea ibe Cbaplajn bas taken 
po4lttoTLi tbo LicatflaaDt will conunand :] 

Xieutenant — Carry— Swoedb; Parade — ^Rest; Canton 
— Eniel; Rest on — Swobds* 

[Tbe »boTe moTemeDts havliijf been executed, the Cbaplain will oSer 
f»rajer ai foUowat] 

Chaplain — Onr Father, who art the great creator of 
all things, who in Thy wise providence does dispense 
Universal JnsticCj we beseech Thee to hear the voice of 
Thy creatures here assembled in humble supplication. 
O God, the Almighty Ruler of the universe, we implore 
Thee, in our entire helplessness, to bless and comfort 
thoie whom it baa pleased Thee to add to the number of 
the disconsolate; bear them up under their great afflio- 
tion, and sustain them against despondency., 

Heavenly Father, imbue us with the conviction of 
the uncertainty of life, and of the certainty of death j and 
we pray Thee to bless the brethren here prepared to 
commit the remains of a companion to their last resting- 
place on earth. Constantly remind them of their obliga^ 
tiona and duties as men and brethren through the various 
walks of life J and grant Thy Holy Spirit to those whom 
Thou hath spared, and confirm their faith In Thee 
forever. Great Commander of Heaven and Earth, pre- 
serve the principles and purposes of our beloved Order, 
and defend it in the right; guard it against doing or 
countenancing evil, and lead its members along the 
paths of virtue and righteousness. Amen* 

Captain — Chevaliers, we have administered the last 

rite to our departed friend, the Chevalier , 

mid as the Supreme Judge extends mercy to our dec6&i^ 



94S VUKTEBAIi CXEXKOinsS, 

oomiadG, to let us hope that He will to us, in torn, 
mercy ahow^ 

Chevaliers — Mercy show, O Lord. To us mercy show* 
Chaplain and Captain—Ameji, 

[Tbe LtenteDant, rlBlngt wllE eommand po ai to form oolamn of **thje«s'* 
fhim rigbU] 

JLie%Uenani—Q2kTti<^n — Risb; Carry — Swohds; Right 
(or Left)— Face; Form— Thbebs; Left (or Bight) oblique 
— Makch; Forward — Mahch. 

[Sco DlHgTum 18, and movo ibe Cantoti fit optloQ, according to enrroand- 
Inga at the gtavei eo as to l^tm Hue ficiDg tiltber side of tae grave, and 
fiCYcral pacca from it, Tbifi being dan«i be wiircomnuind : J 

lAeutenant — Present — Swords (andj saluting and ad- 
dressing the Captain, saye:) Sir the line ia formed- 
Cuptain — B a un er — Po st, 

[Wbersnpon tb<: Standard-Be areri Pall-Bearcra, and Cbaplalit wtU tak« 
pkce In ILne, v^d Uie Captain^ aeaaming command, will more tbe Canton 
rrom tbo gfarc At wilL] 

[UnlenB ne<;eflBarj, Xhfi Canton will not be reqiilT«d to All the grmyc; fa 
ffbkb event, It Enay be lUled up b; Uie Sexton after tb« conduaion ol tbe 
oemiuinfpj 
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Eer ceDt mecount und delivery guarajUeed^ but not cxprejjs^ paid, Fostaqb 
lAHFS TAE^N TOR SMAI.L 9173IS. 

FREEMASONRY ILLUSTRATED. 

A COlO^E'fE SXPOeiTIOH 0¥ THE BXV^N l7EC?nli;£B OP THE 

bCue lodge and chapter. 

PROFUSELY ILLUSTRATED. 

By JACOB O. DOESBURC, 

Past Master of Unity hi; No. 191, Holland, Mich. 

A mSTOHrcAL aKETCQ OF THE INSTITUTION ANB A CRITICAL 
AiNAXYSlS OF TILE CUAI^ACTElt OP EACH DEO REE, BY 

PresiftfiDt J. BlaEcliari of Wleaton Collep. 

Monitorial Quotatioi^H atid neaKy Four Iluudred Notee from Standurd Mason- 
ic Authoritlea, conflrm tlic truthful nesB of thin Expoi^ition aiid 
Bhow the chttTiiCler of H^fioiiic Teaching a ad Ooctrine. 

Tbcb AcctrnACT oP thib Exi^oaifiON Legally ATTEa*reD by 
Ji O. Doeeburg, Past MaBter Unity c:; No, 191, Holland, Michigan, and Othera, 

OVER ONE HUNDRED ILLUSTRATIONS, 
Sewral of them full pa^r give a pklorlal representation of the Lodge -Eortm 
and Ohapteif ceremouiea of the deg^rcee, drees of candidates, SI^b, Grips, etc. 

THIS IB the large t^t, most accurate and complete Exposition of Blue Lodge 
and Chapter Masonry. 
Complete Work of &40 pages. In cloth, SLOO; paper cover, 75 cents. 
First Three Degrees, (STti pages) in cloth, 75 ceutB; pwpcr cover, 40 cento. 

Knight Templarism Illustrated. 

A Fall Uluetrated Ritual of the six dcsirecs of tho Council and Comman- 
deiy, compriBin;^ the degrees oC Eoyal Master, Select MaiBter, Super-Ex- 
cellentMa*tor^ Knight of the Red CroBSjKnijuht Templar and Knight of Malta. 
A book of 341 pages. In doth $1.00. Paper covere, 50 cents. 

Revised Oddfeilowship Illustrated. 

TB:K complete RK vised EITUAI, of the LOOiJE, ENCANTMBNT ASH iiEBEKAH 
(LAl>tEs') i>£fJiiEE^, raoi^LrsEi^Tt iLLUSTnATKU, aud gii:irii!i1.(i r[ to be strict* 
Jy accurate, wit!? a sketch of the origin, history and chnr^iotor nf the Ordijr, 
over one hundred foot-note oaotationB from Btandurd ai^Mnsrii h-fs, yliMWio^ the 
charactjer and teaching; >f the order, and an analysis of oatih [k^rt'e by ProsL 
J* Blanch ard. This ntnnl corresponds exactly with the "Charge Booka'^ fnr- 
niehed bj the Boyerelgn Grand Lodge. In Cbth, iUOQ. In Paper Cover, DOctd, 



KnightB of Pythias Illustrated. 

BY A PAST CHANCELLOR. A Fill! ninfitrfited Exposition of the Thio« 
Banka nC thp order wftb thu addition of the "ATHeniied* Perfected aad 
Amplified Third Rank/' The Lodge Room, Slgne^ Countersignft, Grips, etc., 
are thovfu by En^raying^s. 25 cente each. 

United Sons of Industry illustrated^ 

A FULL AKD COMPLETE IIIaBtratcd Ritual of tho secret trade? -anion of 
tbo Above namef giving the Signa, Grips^ Paaa words, et<:. 15 cents eachu 

Good Templarism Illustrated. 

A FULL and accurate exposition of the degr&ee of tb^^ L-ndgf!, Temple and 
Connelly with cngra^vinEJf? Hbuwlng the Slgiis^ Grips^ etc. 25centB each. 

Exposition of the Grange^ 

EDPTED BY REV. A. W. GEERLi:?!- IllnPlrAted with EngmTing»» ahow- 
Lng Lodge Room, SI^b, Signals^ etc. 25 centu each. 

Ritual of the G. A. of the Republic. 

WITH SIGNS OF BECOGNITIOX, PASS WORDS, GRIPS, Etc., and Cbfl 
RITUAL of the MACHINISTS^ AND BLACKSMITHS^ UNION. 
fTbe two bound together) 10 cents eacb. 

Temple of Honor Illustrated. 

A Pull ttnd Compltitc lUuMtrated RUual of ^'Tbe Ti'mplara nf Honor and Tern- 
Jp4 perance"' commonly called the Temple of llonor^ a Historical Sketch of 
the order and an aoabeit^ of Uh CbaracteT. A Complete E][:po^Ulon of the 
guhortiinate Templti and the Degrees of Love, Purity and Fidelity, By a Tem- 
plai pt Fidelity and Past Worthy Chief Templar. 35cte. each. 

Adoptive Masonry Illustrated. 

AFull and Complete Ulntitriitcd Ritual of the Five Dej/roi^e of Femai^b Free- 
irx0o:MRTT By Thomfla Lowe ; Coinpribdng the regrees of Jephthah's 
Pangbtern, Rnth, Esther, Martha and Electa, and known ai» the Daughter'a 
Degree^ "Widow* b DefiTce^ Wife' I Degreet Sleter'a Degree and the BctieveLent 
Begree. iSO Lsnts each. 

Freemasonry Exposed. 

BY CAPT. \fl3.LTAM MORGAN. Tho Gennine old Morijan Book:— re- 
published, with EuKrjivin^x, t^liowUig the Lodge Room, Dreee of Can- 
didates, Si^nis, Dne-Gnardi^, Oiips^ Etc. 

Thle reveliition wa« bo accnratc tb&t Freemafiona murdered tho author for 
writiug It, as centft ea^b. 



Five Rituals Bound Together. 

wship Illnetrated/^ (old work J * 'Knights of Pythiae 11 
iplunsm Illuatrattd," "Eipositloa of tbe Grange,'' and 
irmj of the Republic/^ are eold hound together in clotl 

Secret Societies Illustrated* 



**Oddfe How ship Ulnetrated/^ (old work J * 'Knights of Pythiae mttatrat^/* 
"Good Tempi ansm Illustrated," "Eiposltloa of tbe Grange," and ^'Ritual of 
ttn Grand Army of the Republic/^ are eold hound together in clotb, for Sl,0O. 



Containing the Signs, Grins, Pap^words, Emblemf?, Etc,T c>f Freemason ry 
(Blue lyodifo flndrto the ff)urte«iith dt'gree of the York rite) Adoptive 
Maeonty, Re s'isedOddfellowship, Good Tern plarism^ Temple of Honor, ITuiUid 
gone of Industry, Knlgbte of PyibJas and tbe Gran ge, with affidavit* etc 
Over 3S0 cuts. 9& pages, SS cents each. 

Rituals and Secrets Illustrated. 

^^omposed of *TBmple of Honor Uluatrated,'^ "Adoptive Mn^nnry Uluatra- 
Wted,^* "United Sons of InduBtry JUtistrated," and ''Secret Socleti^i 
JllaPtrate^ J" lucloth^.OOeach. 
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Holden INHth Cords. 

SiR THB POWEB OF THE SECRET EMPHUS. A faithful repratentotkNi 
f in story of the eyil influence of Fieemssonry, Bt E. E. Flacmk Author of 
ttle People/' ''A Sunny Life," Etc. This is a thrillingly interesting story 
accurately true to life because mainly a narration of historical facts, 848 
pages. In cloth, f 1.00. Paper 60 cents. 

The Broken Seal « 

kB, PERSONAL REMINISCENCES OF THE ABDUCTION and MURDER 
_i or Caf't. Wh. Morgan. By Samuel D. Greene. One of the most In- 
teresting books ever published. In Cloth 75 cents. Paper covers 40 cents. 

Secret Societies Ancient and IModem. 

A BOOK OF GREAT INTEREST. This work is particularly com- 
mended to the attention of Officebs ot thb Abxt and nayt, the Bbncs 

AND THE CLEBGT. 

TABLE OF CONTENTS: The Antiquity of Secret Societies ^The Life of 
Julian, The Eleusinian Mysteries, The Origin of Masonryj^Was Washington a 
Mason? Fillmore and Webster's Defence to Masonry, A Brief Outline of the 
progress of Masonry in the United States, The Tammany Ring, Masonic Be. 
nevolence. The uses of Masonry, An Illustration, The Conclusion. 50c each^ 

Hon. John Oulncy Adams' Letters to 

COL. WM. STONE, EDWARD LIVINGSTON, and others, on the nature 
of Masonic Oaths, Obligations and Penalties. Cloth $1.00. Paper cover 86c. 

College Secret Societies. 

THEIR CUSTOMS, CHARACTER AND THE EFFORTS FOR THEIR 
SUPPRESSION. Bv H. L. Kellogg. Containing the opinion of many 
prominent College Presidents, and others, and a full account of the murder 
of Mortimer Leggett. 85 cents each. 

History of the Abduction and Murder of Capt. Wm. 
Morgan. 

As PREPARED BY SEVEN COMMITTEES OF CITIZBItrS, appointed 
to ascertain the fate of Morgan. 
This book contains indisputable, legal evidence that Freemarons abducted 
and murdered Wm. Morgan, for no other offense than the revelation of Ma. 
sonry. It contains the sworn testimony of over twentr persons, includini 
Morgan^s Wife, and no candid person, after reading this book, can doubt thi^ 
many of the most respectable Freemasons in the SmplfS State, with others, 
were concerned in this crime. 25 cents each. 

The Mystic Tie, or Freemason ry a League with the Devil 

THIS IS AN ACCOUNT OF THE CHURCH TRIAL of Peter Cook and 
wife, of Elkhart, Indiana, for refusing to aupport a Reverend Freemason; 
and their very able defense presented by Mrs. Lucia C. Cook, in which Bh« 
clearly shows that Freemasonry is antagonistic to the Christian Religion, 
16 cents each. 

Narratives and Arguments. 

SHOWING THE CONFLICT OF SEO^XET SOCIETIES with the Conett^ 
tution and Laws of the Union anduf the States. By Francis Semple. 
The fact that Secret Socientie interfe/e with the execution and pervert th^ 
administration of law is here clearly proved, 15 cents each. 

The Anti-Mason's Scrap Book. 

CONSISTING OF 81 CYNOSURTi TRACTS. In this book are the viewg 
of more than a score of men, xumy of them of distinguished ability, o^ 
the subject of Secret Societies. 

The dangerous tendency and poutive evil of organized Secrecy is here shown 
by the most varied and powerful arguments and'^ illustrations that have ever 
been given to the public Lect ^rers and others who wish to find the best ar- 
guments against the Lodge should send for this book. Those who wish to 
eivonlate Anti-Masonic Tracts caght to have the book to select from. SOc c '^ 



«ludgo Whitney's Defense before the Grand Lodge of 
llllnole. 

JUDGE DANIEL H. WHITNEY was Master of the Lodge when S. L. 
Keith, a member of his lodge, murdered Ellen Slade. Judge Whitney, hj 
attempting to bring Keith to justice, brought on himself the vengeance of the 
Lodge, but he boldly replied to the charges against him, and afterwards re- 
nounced Masonry. 16 cents each. 

Reminiscences of Morgan Times. 

BY ELDER DAVID BERNARD, Author of Bernard's Light on Masonry. 
This is a thrilling narratiye of the incidents connected with the Revelation 
of Freemasonry and the publication of his book, and showing the indisputable 
fact that it is a reliable revelation of Freemasonry prepared by the highest 
Masonic authorities. 10 cents each. 

Minutes Of the Syracuse Convention. 

CONTAINING ADDRESSES by Rev. B. T. Roberts, Chas. D. Greene, 
E8q» Prof. C. A. Blanchard, Rev. D. P. Rathbun, Rev. D. S. CaldweU, 
Mrs. M. jS. Gage, Elder J. R. Baird and others. Unpublished Reminiscences 
of the Morgan Times, by Elder David Bernard; Recollections of the Morgan 
Trials, as related by Victory Birdseye, Esq., and presented by his daughter, 
Mrs. C. B. Miller; Secretary's Report; Roll of Delegates; Songs of Mr. G. W. 
Clark; Paper by Enoch Honeywell; Constitution N. C. A.; Reports of Com- 
mittees and a Report of the Political meeting. 86 cents each. 

Proceedings of tlie Pittsburgh Convention. 

CONTAINING OFFICIAL REPORTS ; Addresses by Rev. D. R. Kerr, D. D., 
Rev. B. T. Roberts, Rev. G. T. R. Meiser, Prof. R. W. G. Sloane, D. D., 
Pres't. J. Blanchard, Rev. A. M. Milligan, D. D., Rev. Woodruff Post, Rev. 
Henry Cogswell, Prof. C. A. Blanchard and Rev. W. E. Coquilette; also Re- 
port of the Political Mass Convention, with Platform and Candidates for the 
Presidential Campaign of 1876. 25 cents each. 

Masonry a Woric of Daricness. 

ADVERSE TO CHRISTIANITY, AND INIMICAL TO A REPUBLICAN 
GOVERNMENT. By Rev. Lebbeus Armstrong, (Presbyterian,) a Seced- 
ing Mason of 21 Degrees. This is a very telling work and no honest man that 
reads it will think of joining the lodge. 15 cents each. 

History National Clirlstian Association. 

ITS origin, objects, what it has done and aims to do, and the best means to 
accomplish the end sought; the Articles of Incorporation, Constitution 
and By-laws of the Association, Condition of the Carpenter Donation with 
Engraving of building donated by Mr. Carpenter; Tables showing the 
number of Pastors and communicants in churches that exclude members of 
Secret Societies, Tabular view of Local, County, State and National Conven- 
tions, and list of organizations. Auxiliary to the National Christian Associa- 
tion ; Brief opinions of Eminent men on Secret Societies, and Testimonies 
of Religious Bodias against them. This book will be found invaluable by all 
who wish to know the character of this reform and how they may do the most 
to further its object It should be in the hands of evei?' Anti-mason. S6 
cents each. 
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